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1. Abstract of Yates, Jeremiah, Session 29, Jeremiah 46-49, Oracles
against the Nations, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates' lecture analyzes Jeremiah chapters 46-49, focusing on the prophecies
against surrounding nations. These oracles, common in Old Testament prophecy,
warned Israel against alliances with these nations, highlighted God's sovereignty over
all nations, and condemned the nations for violating the Noahic Covenant. The lecture
emphasizes that while these prophecies were fulfilled historically, their themes of God's
judgment on pride and injustice remain relevant for modern nations. Finally, the lecture

cautions against misinterpreting these historical judgments as direct predictions of
contemporary or future events.

2. 22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 29 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2
Major Prophets = Jeremiah).
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3. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 29, Jeremiah 46-49, Oracles
against the Nations

Jeremiah 46-51: Oracles Against the Nations Study Guide

Short Answer Quiz

1.

9.

How is the book of Jeremiah divided, and where do the oracles against the
nations fit within this structure?

What is the significance of the placement of the oracles against the nations at the
end of the book in the Masoretic tradition?

What shocking or subversive things did Jeremiah say about Babylon?
Why were Jeremiah's messages about Babylon seen as controversial?

What are some examples of other Old Testament prophetic books that contain
oracles against the nations?

According to the lecture, what is the primary purpose of these oracles? Were they
meant for the nations themselves or for Israel?

How does the concept of God's sovereignty relate to the oracles against the
nations?

What are the main reasons God used his prophets to convey messages against
foreign nations?

What covenant do the oracles against the nations connect to, and why?

10. What specific nations are mentioned in the oracles in Jeremiah chapters 46-51,

and what is notable about that list?

Answer Key

1.

The book of Jeremiah is divided into three major sections: messages of judgment
against Judah (1-25), accounts of Judah's rejection of the prophetic word (26-45),
and oracles against the nations (46-51). The oracles against the nations form the
third and final section.

The placement of the oracles at the end reflects the chronology of God's
judgment: first against his own people, then against the nations, with Babylon
receiving the culminating judgment.



. Jeremiah stated that God had appointed Nebuchadnezzar as his servant to carry
out judgment on Judah, that Babylon was the hammer of the earth, and that the
Jews in Babylon should pray for the peace of Babylon.

. Jeremiah's messages were seen as controversial because they seemed to
undermine Judah's war efforts, and Jeremiah was accused of being a traitor.

Isaiah (chapters 13-23), Ezekiel (chapters 25-32), Amos (opening chapters),
Obadiah (entire book), and Nahum (entire book) all contain oracles against the
nations.

. The primary purpose was to speak to Israel, reminding them of God’s sovereignty
over all nations, encouraging them that God will deal with their enemies and that
alliances with other nations won’t save them, and warning them that God holds
all accountable for violations of the Noahic covenant. The messages were not
generally intended for the nations themselves.

. God's sovereignty is demonstrated through these oracles by showing that He is
king over all the world, not just Israel, and that He can execute His will in any
nation.

. The oracles against the nations were a reminder of God’s sovereignty over all
nations, encouragement for Israel that God would ultimately deliver them and
deal with their enemies, and a warning that alliances with other nations would
not bring salvation.

. The oracles connect to the Noahic Covenant because God holds nations

accountable for violence and bloodshed, violating the restraint placed on
humanity in Genesis 9.

10.The nations include Egypt, the Philistines, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus, the

Arab tribes of Kedar and Hazor, the Elamites, and Babylon. It begins and ends
with major superpowers and includes all the nations in the immediate area
surrounding Israel.



Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of the different placements of the oracles against the
nations in the Septuagint and Masoretic traditions. What does this difference
suggest about the structure and message of the book of Jeremiah?

Explain the complex role of Babylon in Jeremiah's prophecies. How does
Jeremiah's view of Babylon challenge traditional views of warfare and divine
judgment?

Analyze the main theological themes in the oracles against the nations, and
discuss how these themes connect to the broader message of the Old Testament
prophets. How do the oracles function as a "theo-political" message for the
people of Israel?

Explore how the concept of God’s sovereignty is presented in the oracles against
the nations, and describe how this understanding differs from nationalistic views
of deities in the ancient Near East. How does God’s universal Kingship inform the
judgments against these nations?

How do the oracles against the nations challenge or reorient common approaches
to biblical prophecy? How might a proper hermeneutical approach to the oracles
guard against misinterpretations that attempt to map contemporary events onto
ancient texts?



Glossary of Key Terms

Oracles against the Nations: Prophetic messages of judgment against foreign
nations delivered by prophets, often in the Old Testament.

Septuagint: The Greek translation of the Old Testament.
Masoretic Text (MT): The traditional Hebrew text of the Old Testament.

Nebuchadnezzar: King of Babylon, seen as an instrument of God's judgment
against Judah and other nations.

Theo-political: Relating to both theological and political aspects, particularly in
how religious beliefs shape and are shaped by political situations.

Sovereignty: Supreme authority and power, often attributed to God as ruler over
all creation.

Noahic Covenant: The covenant God made with Noah after the flood,
establishing certain responsibilities for all humanity, including a restraint on
violence and bloodshed.

Hubris: Excessive pride or self-confidence, often seen as a transgression against
divine law.

Day of the Lord: A prophetic concept referring to a time of divine judgment and
intervention, which can refer to both near and far events.

Hermeneutic: The method or principles of interpretation, especially of biblical
texts.

Eschatological: Relating to the end times or the final events of history, often used
to describe prophecies about the future.

Paradigm: A typical example or pattern of something, often used to understand
similar situations.



4. Briefing Document

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided source, "Yates_Jer_En_Lecture29.pdf":

Briefing Document: Jeremiah's Oracles Against the Nations (Jeremiah 46-51)

Introduction:

This document summarizes Dr. Gary Yates's lecture on Jeremiah chapters 46-51, which
focus on the "Oracles against the Nations." This section of Jeremiah shifts the prophetic
focus from judgment against Judah to judgment against the surrounding nations,
fulfilling Jeremiah’s call to be a prophet to the nations. Yates highlights the theological
significance and the practical implications of these oracles.

Key Themes and Ideas:

1.

Structure of Jeremiah and Placement of the Oracles:
The book of Jeremiah is divided into three main sections:
Chapters 1-25: Judgment against Judah and Jerusalem.
Chapters 26-45: Judah's rejection of the prophetic word.
Chapters 46-51: Oracles against the nations.

The placement of the oracles at the end of the book in the Masoretic Text
(Hebrew tradition) reflects the chronological order of God's judgment: first on His
own people, then on the nations.

The Septuagint places these oracles after chapter 25, verse 12, in the middle of
the book which may represent an earlier form.

The ultimate conclusion of the book is the judgment against Babylon, further
highlighting that sequence of judgment.

Babylon's Role as God's Instrument:

Jeremiah controversially portrayed Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar as God's
appointed instruments of judgment against Judah.

Nebuchadnezzar is described as God's "servant" and Babylon as the "hammer of

the entire earth."



Jeremiah’s message was not pro-Babylonian but aimed to show Judah's spiritual
problem was the reason for the exile.

Jeremiah encouraged the Jews in Babylon to pray for the peace of Babylon
mirroring how they had prayed for Jerusalem in the past.

. "Jeremiah was saying that God had appointed Nebuchadnezzar as his servant to
carry out judgment on the people of Judah. One of the ways that Babylon is
described in the oracles that are in 50 and 51 is this idea that Babylon is the
hammer of the entire earth."

. Prophetic Tradition of Oracles Against the Nations:

Oracles against the nations are a common feature of Old Testament prophetic
literature.

Isaiah (chapters 13-23)
Ezekiel (chapters 25-32)
Amos (opening chapters)
Obadiah (entire book)
Nahum (entire book)

These oracles are not necessarily about the prophets traveling to those nations
but primarily messages directed towards Israel about God's sovereignty over all
nations.

. Purposes of the Oracles Against the Nations:

Reminder of God's Sovereignty: To show Israel that God is not just a national
deity but the King over all the earth.

. "The Lord is not just a nationalistic deity who has influence in his own home
territory...He is not just interested in the people of Israel...he is actually the king
over all the world. And all of these nations answer to God."

Encouragement to Israel: To reassure them that God will ultimately deal with
their enemies and deliver them from bondage.

"do not fear, O Jacob, my servant...for behold, | will save you from far away and
your offspring from the land of their captivity."



Warning Against Alliances: To show that political alliances with other nations will
not save Israel; their problem is spiritual.

"These alliances are not going to save them... Their problems were not political.
Their problems were not military. Their problems were spiritual. They had a
problem with God."

Indictment of Nations for Covenant Violations: Nations are held accountable for
violating the Noahic Covenant, particularly concerning bloodshed and violence.

. "God is judging the nations, it seems like, because of their violations of the
Noahic Covenant that go earlier back into the time of salvation history...The
Noahic Covenant says that God is putting a new system into place that whoever
sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed. God is holding the nations of
the earth accountable for their violence and their bloodshed."

. Specific Nations and Their Judgments:

The oracles address specific nations surrounding Israel, including Egypt, Philistia,
Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Arab tribes (Kedar and Hazor), Elam, and finally
Babylon.

These oracles are bracketed by references to Egypt and Babylon, highlighting the
judgment of great powers alongside the surrounding smaller nations.

Most of these judgments were carried out by the Babylonian army during
Jeremiah’s time.

. "These are judgments as they are announced on these different nations. These
are judgments that take place primarily in history. These are not judgments that |
think are describing for us the great tribulation or the final days before the
second coming of Christ."

. Key Reasons for Judgment:

Hubris and Pride: Nations are judged for exalting themselves and refusing to
acknowledge God's kingship.

"God is primarily going to judge these nations for their hubris and their pride.
God has designed this world to be the one where he is recognized as King... What
we have running throughout scripture though, is that humanity is in rebellion
against that kingship."



Mistreatment of Israel: God responds to nations that harm his chosen people.
"Whoever touches God's people is actually touching the apple of God's eye."

Violence and Bloodshed: The Noahic Covenant holds nations accountable for
bloodshed and violence against others.

"In Amos 1 to 2... sometimes, it's because of the violence and atrocities they have
committed against Israel... they are often held accountable for the atrocities and
the violence that they committed against nations other than Israel."

Interpretational Considerations:

These oracles are primarily about historical events in Jeremiah’s day, not end-
times prophecies.

The "Day of the Lord" can refer to both near and far events, encompassing God's
judgments in history as well as future eschatological judgments.

It is a mistake to look for specific references to modern nations in these texts.
The promises to Israel shouldn't be directly applied to other nations.

The "Oracles against the Nations" offer a framework for understanding God's
judgment against any nation that demonstrates pride and rebellion.

Relevance for Today:

God's judgment against pride and injustice in ancient nations serves as a warning
for contemporary nations as well.

The underlying principles remain consistent: God opposes pride, injustice, and
violence, and will ultimately bring judgment on those who engage in such
behavior.

The U.S., like other powerful nations throughout history, must be aware of the
potential for judgment based on its pride and actions.

"The same pride that brought God's judgment against them is ultimately the
reason that God will judge all nations in the future."
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Conclusion:

Jeremiah’s Oracles against the Nations provide not only historical accounts of God’s
judgment but also important theological principles. These oracles reveal God's
sovereignty over all nations, his commitment to delivering his people, and his opposition
to pride, injustice, and violence. They serve as a warning to all nations and individuals
that God's judgment is a reality that must be taken seriously. The lasting message is that
God will ultimately bring down human pride and establish his just rule over all.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Jeremiah, Session 29, Jeremiah 46-49,
Oracles against the Nations, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Jeremiah's Oracles Against the Nations (Jeremiah 46-
51)

1. What are the "Oracles against the Nations" in Jeremiah, and where do they fit
within the book's structure?

2. The "Oracles against the Nations" are a section of prophecies found in Jeremiah
chapters 46-51 that detail God's judgment against various nations surrounding
Israel. In the Hebrew Masoretic Text (MT), these oracles appear at the end of the
book, after the prophecies of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem, and the promise
of restoration. This placement reflects the chronological progression of God's
judgment, first on His own people, then on the nations. However, the Septuagint
(Greek translation) places these oracles earlier, after Jeremiah 25:12. Regardless
of their placement, they represent Jeremiah’s role as a prophet not just to Israel
but to all nations.

3. Why are these oracles important, and who is their primary audience?

4. While these oracles are about God's judgment on foreign nations, they are
primarily directed at the people of Israel and Judah. They serve multiple
purposes: first, they remind Israel of God’s sovereignty over all nations, not just
their own, demonstrating that He is the King of all the earth; second, they offer
hope and encouragement to Israel, promising that God will deal with their
oppressors and ultimately deliver them; third, they caution Israel against relying
on political alliances with these same nations, stressing that their true problemis
spiritual, not political. And finally, they serve as an indictment against these
nations for violating the Noahic Covenant through acts of violence and
bloodshed.
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5. What is the significance of Babylon in Jeremiah's prophecies and in the oracles
against the nations?

6. Babylon plays a complex role in Jeremiah's prophecies. While Babylon is the
instrument of God's judgment against Judah, Nebuchadnezzar is described as
God's servant, and Babylon is referred to as the "hammer of the whole earth."
This doesn't imply that Jeremiah is pro-Babylonian. Instead, it highlights God's
sovereignty and His use of even oppressive powers to achieve His purposes.
Despite this, Jeremiah also prophecies God's eventual judgment against Babylon
itself which forms the conclusion to the oracles against the nations and the book
of Jeremiah. The Jews are told to pray for Babylon's peace. This seems subversive,
but it's actually part of Jeremiah’s message that Judah is in a spiritual
predicament that they must confront and not just seek a military or political
solution to.

7. What are some of the specific nations mentioned in the Oracles, and why are
they being judged?

8. The oracles specifically name Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damascus
(Arameans), Arab tribes of Kedar and Hazor, Elam, and Babylon. These nations
were often neighbors of Israel or had a history of conflict with them. The
judgment against them is not always for the same reasons, but some overarching
themes are their hubris (pride), their mistreatment of Israel, and their violations
of the Noahic Covenant, particularly those violations that involve violence and
bloodshed. Some nations are also judged for aligning with Israel’s enemies and
taking advantage of their struggles.

9. Do these prophecies describe future events or past judgments, and how should
they be interpreted?

10.The oracles primarily describe judgments that took place in the historical context
of Jeremiah's time, often carried out by the Babylonian army. For example, the
oracle against Egypt is connected to the battle of Carchemish in 605 BC. While
these judgments have historical fulfillment, they also serve as a preview or
pattern of future judgments by God. It is important not to use these passages to
find specific contemporary political events or pinpoint the end times. Rather, they
illustrate God's consistent character as a just and sovereign ruler.
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11. What is the Noahic Covenant, and why is it relevant to the oracles against the
nations?

The Noahic Covenant, found in Genesis 9, establishes responsibilities for all nations, not
just Israel, with a key component being a restraint on bloodshed and violence. It
mandates that "whoever sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed." God holds
nations accountable for violating this covenant by perpetrating violence and causing
bloodshed. Unlike the Mosaic covenant, which applied specifically to Israel, the Noahic
Covenant extends to all humanity. Therefore, the nations in Jeremiah's time, and all
nations after, can be held responsible for their failures to uphold the covenant.

1. What are the key themes that recur in God's judgment against these nations?

2. Several themes emerge: God judges pride and arrogance in nations, particularly
when they vaunt their own power or wealth instead of recognizing God’s
sovereignty. Nations are condemned for their mistreatment of God’s people
(Israel/Judah), and also their violence against other peoples. God will not tolerate
violence, injustice or human arrogance. God’s judgments also often reverse the
roles, where the oppressor is eventually brought down and humiliated.

3. What is the relevance of these ancient oracles for modern nations like the
United States?

4. While the oracles were specifically given to ancient nations, they contain
important lessons for all nations today. The United States isn’t directly named in
prophecy, but it should pay heed to the messages given to Egypt, Babylon, and
others. These oracles teach that God holds nations accountable for pride,
injustice, violence, and oppression. They warn that nations that defy God and
elevate themselves will ultimately face judgment. The message is that the same
reasons that God judged nations in the past will be reasons that God judges all
nations in the future. So, rather than looking for direct parallels, it’s important to
learn from the prophetic pattern: God hates pride and injustice, and the
judgments in history are a preview of God's ultimate judgment of all nations and
all humanity.



