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1. Abstract of Yarbrough, Pastoral Epistles, Session 11,
2 Timothy 4, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Robert Yarbrough's session on 2 Timothy 4 focuses on Paul's final charge to
Timothy, emphasizing the importance of preaching the Word with readiness and
patience. The lecture highlights Paul's somber recognition of his impending death and
his concern for Timothy's strength in the face of opposition and defection. It
underscores the need for Timothy to persevere in his pastoral duties, even when faced
with resistance to sound doctrine. Yarbrough elaborates on Paul's personal remarks and
greetings, revealing the significance of human companionship, the reality of betrayal,
and God's comfort in life and death. The session also explores themes of suffering, the
importance of scripture, and spiritual graces. Ultimately, Yarbrough presents 2 Timothy
as a powerful testament to the promise of life in Christ.

2. 19 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yarbrough, Session 11 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament 2
Pauline Epistles = Pastoral Epistles).

Yarbrough_PastEpis
tles_Session11.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Yarbrough, Pastoral Epistles,
Session 11, 2 Timothy 4

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
Dr. Yarbrough's lecture on 2 Timothy 4, based on the provided transcript:

Briefing Document: Dr. Robert Yarbrough on 2 Timothy 4
Overview:

This session focuses on 2 Timothy 4, the final charge Paul gives to Timothy, a crucial
section in understanding the pastoral role and the challenges of ministry. Yarbrough
highlights the somber tone due to Paul's impending death, yet emphasizes the
continued need for faithfulness and resilience. The lecture breaks down the chapter into
a final charge, personal remarks, and final greetings, exploring the themes of faithful
ministry, opposition, the importance of relationships, and the ultimate hope in God's
grace.

Key Themes and Ideas:
e Paul's Imminent Death and its Impact:

e Paul is aware his death is near. This context adds pathos to his charge to Timothy,
making it a final plea for faithful ministry. "I'm being poured out like a drink
offering, and the time of my departure is near."

e Heis not desperate, but concerned that Timothy will be strong enough for the
ministry after Paul is gone, especially considering the defection he has witnessed.
"Everybody in Asia has deserted me."

o The Final Charge (2 Tim 4:1-5):

e Solemn Admonition: Paul begins with a solemn charge "in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus" with a reminder of Christ's judgement and return to spur
Timothy's ministry.

e Preach the Word: The core imperative is to "Preach the word; be prepared in
season and out of season." This entails being ready at all times, not just when it's
convenient.

e Pastoral Duties: The charge includes correcting, rebuking, and encouraging with
great patience and careful instruction. This emphasizes the dual nature of
pastoral leadership: instruction and oversight.



Yarbrough notes this instruction isn't just "preaching to the masses" but
establishing relationships and delegating to ensure everyone receives
encouragement to grow.

The Nature of the Times: Paul warns that a time is coming when people will not
tolerate sound doctrine, preferring teachers who will tell them what they want to
hear. "The time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear."

This is described as "prophetic of our world today," with churches and groups
often failing to teach Christ-honoring gospel presentations.

Enduring Hardship: Despite this, Timothy is to "keep your head in all situations"
and endure hardship, focusing on the "work of an evangelist" which Yarbrough
defines as continual unfolding of the good news of Christ in various situations.

Fulfilling Ministry: Timothy is urged to discharge all duties of his ministry,
ensuring that nothing is neglected.

Paul's Personal Remarks (2 Tim 4:9-18):

Call for Companionship: Paul requests Timothy to come quickly, showing his need
for human companionship and support. "Do your best to get here before winter."

Desertion and Ministry: Demas has deserted him for the world, but other co-
workers like Crescens and Titus are still involved in ministry. "For Demas, who
must have been there helping Paul, he loved this world and he has deserted me
and gone to Thessalonica."

Restoration and Reconciliation: Paul requests that Mark come, demonstrating
the possibility of reconciliation after past conflict.

Perseverance in the Face of Difficulty: Even on what seems to be death row, Paul
asks for his cloak, scrolls, and parchments, illustrating his commitment to study
and the Word to the end.

Warning about Opposition: Paul warns Timothy to be aware of Alexander the
metalworker who did him great harm, yet leaves his punishment in God's hands.

Yarbrough notes that Paul does not advocate fighting fire with fire but rather
warns Timothy to be on guard.



Forgiveness and Magnanimity: Despite being deserted by others, Paul prays that
their actions not be held against them, echoing the magnanimity of Jesus on the
Cross.

The Lord's Support: Paul acknowledges that "the Lord stood at my side and gave
me strength" allowing him to fully proclaim the message.

Final Greetings (2 Tim 4:19-22):

Network of Support: The final greetings emphasize the importance of community
and relationships for ministry.

Blessing: Paul concludes with blessings for Timothy's spirit and grace to all. "The
Lord be with your spirit...Grace be with you all."

Meaningful Networking: Yarbrough emphasizes effective ministry depends on
meaningful networking and that Paul's resilient was partly because of his social
network.

Regard for Others: Paul's ministry did not make him lose regard for others, and
this was also an example set by Jesus.

God's Light in Dark Hours: Yarbrough underscores that the Lord and His grace
brings light to the darkest hour.

Key Takeaways:

The Sufficiency of God: There is a consistent emphasis on God, Christ, faith, word,
and truth, pointing to trust and commitment to God.

Suffering in Christ's Service: Suffering is a consistent theme throughout 2
Timothy, a reminder of the cost of discipleship for believers and leaders.

Yarbrough's thoughts on the persecution of leaders leads to an aside about his
view that women should not be in the position of pastor in part for protection.

Importance of Scripture: The scriptures are central to pastoral service and are
meant to equip the saints.

Spiritual Graces: Throughout the epistle, spiritual graces are highlighted, such as
gratitude for God, spiritual heritage, love, faith, and understanding. There is also

grace to flee youthful passions and grace to pursue righteousness and peace with
believers. There is the final grace of the crown of righteousness.



Concluding Thoughts:

e 2 Timothy stands as a "sweetest testimony to the promise of life that is in Christ
Jesus now and in the age to come." It encourages believers to persevere, to rely
on God's grace, and to maintain faithfulness even in the face of great adversity.

o The letter reinforces that effective ministry is not a solitary endeavor but relies on
a network of relationships and that believers should not lose regard for others.

e The lecture urges listeners to recognize the reality of persecution and to live in a
way that allows them to draw strength from the hope of the gospel.

This briefing document summarizes the main points of Dr. Yarbrough's lecture, providing
a comprehensive overview of the key themes and ideas found in 2 Timothy 4.



4. Study Guide: Yarbrough, Pastoral Epistles, Session 11,
2 Timothy 4
2 Timothy 4 Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 complete sentences.
1. What is the primary context of 2 Timothy 4, according to the source material?

2. What is the significance of the phrase "in season and out of season" in Paul’s
charge to Timothy?

3. According to the lecture, what is the core of the pastoral task, and how does it
relate to evangelism?

4. What does it mean that Paul is being “poured out like a drink offering”?

5. What is the “crown of righteousness” mentioned in 2 Timothy 4, and to whom is
it awarded?

6. What does the desertion of Demas reveal about the realities of ministry,
according to the lecture?

7. Why does Paul request Timothy bring him his cloak, scrolls, and parchments?

8. How does Paul’s response to being deserted at his first defense reflect his
understanding of grace?

9. What does the speaker mean when he says, "effective ministry depends on
meaningful networking"?

10. What are some of the spiritual graces mentioned as being available to Timothy?
Quiz Answer Key

1. The primary context of 2 Timothy 4 is Paul’s final charge to Timothy, his protégé,
in which Paul is aware that he is nearing death, leading to a higher note of pathos
and urgency in his instructions and requests. This charge is focused on remaining
loyal to the gospel and continuing the work of ministry, despite opposition, even
as Paul prepares for his departure.

2. The phrase "in season and out of season" emphasizes the constant need for the
proclamation of the gospel, even when it's not convenient, or when the message



is not well-received. It calls for unwavering dedication and readiness to preach
the word in all circumstances.

. The core of the pastoral task, according to the lecture, is the continual unfolding
of the gospel good news in various applications, not just in formal preaching
situations but through instruction, oversight, and encouragement in all areas of
life. Pastoring is not separate from evangelism but includes it.

Being "poured out like a drink offering" is a symbolic image of self-sacrifice,
indicating that Paul sees his life and well-being as being given in service to God
and the gospel. It signifies the complete dedication and commitment to the Lord
that he has given his life.

. The “crown of righteousness” is a reward for those who have longed for Christ’s
appearing, living out their lives in accordance with that longing. It is not earned
but graciously awarded by the Lord, the righteous judge, to those who are
faithful.

. The desertion of Demas illustrates the reality that people may start strong in
ministry, but may fall away due to their love of this world, highlighting the
transient nature of some people’s commitment, and that ministry can produce
enemies and friends.

Paul’s request for his cloak, scrolls, and parchments reveals his continued
dedication to learning and ministry, even while facing death. He is still committed
to reading and wants to remain productive in the ministry of the Word.

Paul’s response to being deserted at his first defense is magnanimous and Christ-
like, he does not hold it against those who deserted him, understanding that
people can be weak. His magnanimity is due to his understanding that the Lord
gave him strength and perspective.

"Effective ministry depends on meaningful networking" means that ministry is
strengthened by relationships, companionship, mutual support, and being part of
a community of believers rather than being isolated. Paul’s example reflects that
he was able to persevere due to his connection with a community.

10.Some of the spiritual graces available to Timothy include gratitude for God, a

sense of spiritual heritage, affection for people in the gospel, divine
understanding, the assurance of divine approval, and the freedom to pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace.



Essay Questions

Instructions: Answer each question in essay format using examples from the source
material to support your claims.

1. Analyze the dual nature of pastoral leadership presented in 2 Timothy 4,
particularly the balance between instruction and oversight. How does Paul’s
charge to Timothy reflect these two poles of ministry?

2. Discuss the theme of faithfulness to the end in 2 Timothy 4, as exemplified by
Paul's personal circumstances and his exhortations to Timothy. How does this
theme encourage perseverance in ministry and life?

3. Explore the challenges and opposition faced by those in ministry, as illustrated in
Paul’s experiences and his warnings to Timothy. How should believers, especially
pastoral leaders, respond to such difficulties?

4. Examine the significance of the scriptures in pastoral ministry according to 2
Timothy 4, and discuss the ways they should be applied in the lives of believers
and in ministry to the world.

5. Evaluate the role of grace in 2 Timothy 4 as the enabling power for the gospel and
for enduring hardships in ministry. How does the grace of God shape a believer's
perspective of ministry and suffering?

Glossary of Key Terms

Apostolic Instruction: The teachings and commands given by the apostles, especially
Paul, which are considered authoritative for Christian belief and practice.

Charge: A solemn and urgent command or instruction, often given in the context of
ministry and discipleship.

Corpus: In this context, it refers to the collection or body of the Pastoral Epistles, which
includes 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus.

Crown of Righteousness: A reward given by God to those who have longed for Christ’s
appearing and lived faithfully, it is a metaphor of God's approval, and is not earned but is
a gift of grace.



Diakoniae: Greek term referring to ministries or services rendered in the Christian
community, highlighting the practical aspects of faith and service.

Drink Offering: A ritual in ancient religions that consisted of pouring out a liquid as a
sacrifice, which in this context symbolizes the sacrificial nature of Paul's life and ministry.

Evangelist: One who proclaims the gospel, emphasizing that every aspect of ministry
should be rooted in the good news of Jesus Christ.

Grace: The unmerited favor of God, which enables believers to live faithfully and carry
out their callings, including endurance in hardships.

Imperatives: Commands or instructions, especially those related to Christian living and
pastoral duties, emphasizing the need for active obedience.

Libation: The act of pouring out a drink offering as a ritual sacrifice, symbolizing the
giving of one’s life in service to God or a higher power.

Pathos: A quality that evokes a feeling of pity, sadness, or tenderness, often found in
situations of loss or impending death, used to describe the tone of Paul’s letter.

Pastoral Epistles: The letters of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, which provide
instruction on church leadership, doctrine, and life for pastoral leaders and their
congregations.

Sound Doctrine: Teaching that is accurate, healthy, and consistent with the truth of the
gospel, emphasizing the importance of preserving orthodox belief.

Spiritual Graces: Gifts and blessings given by God that strengthen believers in their faith
and service, encompassing faith, love, understanding, and other virtues.
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5. FAQs on Yarbrough, Pastoral Epistles, Session 11,

2 Timothy 4, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on 2 Timothy 4 based on Dr. Robert Yarbrough's Lecture

1.

What is the main context and purpose of 2 Timothy 4, according to Dr.
Yarbrough?

2 Timothy 4 is situated within Paul's final charge to Timothy, just before his
personal remarks and greetings. Paul knows his death is near, so the tone of this
section has a higher note of pathos. The major themes include faithfulness to
ministry, the dangers of false teaching, and the hope of eternal reward. Paul's aim
is to encourage and equip Timothy for the ongoing challenges of ministry after his
departure. It is a call to remain strong in the face of opposition and defection
within the church.

What specific instructions does Paul give to Timothy regarding his ministry?

Paul charges Timothy to "preach the word" in season and out of season, be
prepared at all times, and to correct, rebuke, and encourage others with patience
and careful instruction. This involves not only public preaching but also personal
interaction and oversight, ensuring the spiritual growth of individuals. Paul
emphasizes the core pastoral tasks of teaching and oversight, and the importance
of encouraging believers through delegation, including to women and men within
the church. He emphasizes that everything should be viewed through the lens of
the gospel.

What does Paul warn about regarding the future of the church and the
acceptance of sound doctrine?

Paul foresees a time when people will not tolerate sound doctrine, instead
gravitating toward teachers who tell them what they want to hear. This is seen as
a rejection of truth, a turn to myths, and a pursuit of desires over sound teaching.
Paul warns that the true church will be in competition with groups that call
themselves the church and who often present a corrupted or watered-down
gospel and which may be self-serving. This emphasizes the importance of
faithfulness in the face of increasing opposition to the gospel.
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7. What is meant by "doing the work of an evangelist" within the context of
pastoral ministry?

8. "Doing the work of an evangelist," according to Dr. Yarbrough, doesn't necessarily
mean conducting evangelistic meetings, but instead means viewing the core
pastoral task as the continual unfolding of the good news of the gospel. It involves
applying the gospel to various aspects of life (marriage, work, parenting, etc.). It
emphasizes that the fundamental message of Christ's life, death, and resurrection
should always be at the center of ministry. It calls for being a "herald of the good
news".

9. How does Paul describe his own impending death and his perspective on it?

10. Paul describes his life as being "poured out like a drink offering," indicating his
imminent death as a sacrifice for his faith. He feels the time of his departure is
near but doesn't express desperation or fear, instead he has fought the good fight
and finished the race. He sees a crown of righteousness awaiting him and also for
those who have longed for his appearing. He views his death as the beginning of
eternal life and a transition into God's presence, reflecting hope in the fulfillment
of God's promises.

11. What is the significance of human relationships and companionship in Paul's life
and ministry, as seen in this passage?

Paul emphasizes the importance of human companionship, noting his need for
Timothy's presence and support as well as others like Luke. Even in the face of betrayal
(such as with Demas) he still seeks connection with fellow believers. This highlights the
vital role of community and networking in effective ministry, reflecting the same need
for companionship seen in Jesus' ministry. He acknowledges it is normal to need people
for support and prayer and companionship and that this is something provided for by
the gospel.

1. How does Paul demonstrate a Christ-like attitude in the face of betrayal and
opposition?

2. Even when he's been deserted at his first defense, Paul demonstrates a Christ-like
magnanimity, hoping they will not be held accountable. He doesn't seek revenge
against those who harmed him, leaving it in God's hands. He is able to do this
because he has felt the palpable presence of God directing and encouraging him.
He models forgiveness and understanding of human weakness, in a manner
similar to Jesus' response to his betrayers.



3. What are some key spiritual graces that Paul mentions which are part of the
Christian life, according to this section?

4. Paul mentions many spiritual graces, including gratitude for God, a sense of
spiritual heritage, affection for others in the gospel, love, understanding,
assurance of divine approval, freedom from youthful passions, the ability to
pursue righteousness, and the anticipation of the crown of righteousness. These
graces demonstrate the work of God in transforming individuals and equipping
them for ministry, and they show that our future eternal glory will be tied to
rejoicing in God's excellence and perfection.
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