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Dr. Robert Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15, 

Servant of the Lord Theme Continued  

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 
 

1. Abstract of Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15, Servant of 

the Lord Theme Continued, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

The provided lecture transcript analyzes key passages in Isaiah related to the "Servant 

of the Lord" theme. It examines verses where Israel is identified as the servant, while 

also exploring the apparent contradiction of Israel being blind and in bondage, unable to 

fulfill the servant's role of bringing light and justice to the nations. The lecture poses 

questions about how Israel can fulfill this role given its sinfulness and exile. It further 

considers if the servant could be distinct from Israel. Additionally, the lecture discusses 

prophecies regarding Cyrus and the deity of the servant. Passages are studied in depth 

to understand the complexities and ambiguities surrounding the identity and function of 

the servant within Isaiah's broader message. 

2.  20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Major Prophets → Major Prophets.  
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3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15, 

Servant of the Lord Theme Continued 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the 

provided excerpts of Robert Vannoy's lecture on the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah. 

Briefing Document: Robert Vannoy on the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah 

Main Theme: The identity and role of the Servant of the Lord in the Book of Isaiah, 

focusing on key passages and the complex relationship between the Servant and the 

nation of Israel. 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

• Isaiah 42:1-7: The Initial Description of the Servant's Work 

• This passage presents a description of the Servant's work: establishing justice, 

being a light to the Gentiles, and freeing captives. "He shall not fail nor be 

discouraged, till he has set justice in the earth. In his law the islands will put their 

hope.” The servant is to "open the blind eyes, to free captives from prison, and to 

release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 

• The passage raises a question about how Israel, also identified as God's servant in 

Isaiah 41:8, can fulfill this role when they are themselves in captivity and 

spiritually blind. “Who is blind, but my servant, or deaf, like the messenger I 

send? Who is blind like the one committed to me, like the servant of the LORD? 

You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but 

you hear nothing.” 

• The reason for Israel's condition is their sin and disobedience. “Who handed 

Jacob over to become loot, and Israel to the plunderers? Was it not the LORD, 

against whom we have sinned? For they would not follow his ways; they did not 

obey his law.” 

• The text implies that deliverance from sin is more crucial than deliverance from 

exile. 

• Qualities of the Servant: The Servant is the Lord's elect, possesses the Spirit of the 

Lord, and is characterized by meekness and a commitment to justice. 

• Isaiah 43:10: Israel as Witnesses and Servant 
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• Despite their sin, Israel is still identified as God's servant and witnesses. “‘You are 

my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and my servant whom I have chosen.’” 

• This verse emphasizes Israel's role as the medium through which God's worldwide 

work will be accomplished. 

• Isaiah 43:22-25: God's Disappointment and Promise of Forgiveness 

• This passage highlights God's disappointment with Israel's sinfulness and lack of 

devotion. "You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings, nor honored me 

with your sacrifices...But you have burdened me with your sins and wearied me 

with your offenses.” 

• However, God promises to blot out their transgressions "for my own sake, and 

remembers your sins no more.” 

• The question arises of how God can simply forgive sin in this way. 

• Isaiah 44:1-2: Reassurance and Promise of the Spirit 

• This passage offers reassurance to Jacob/Israel, emphasizing God's creation and 

help. “But now listen, O Jacob, my servant, Israel, whom I have chosen. This is 

what the LORD says-- he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who 

will help you: Do not be afraid, O Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, whom I have 

chosen.” 

• God promises to pour out his Spirit on Israel's offspring, leading to a great 

multitude of descendants. "For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams 

on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on 

your descendants.” 

• Vannoy references Payne's interpretation suggesting a parallel to Joel 2:28-29, 

indicating that the promise might refer to the Gentile engrafting in the Church, 

referencing the spread of the Gospel. 

• Isaiah 44:21: Remembering God vs. Idolatry 

• This verse reminds Jacob/Israel that they are God's servant and that He will not 

forget them. "Remember these things, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. I 

have made you; you are my servant, O Israel; I will not forget you.” 

• This reminder is contrasted with the preceding passage on the futility of idolatry. 



4 
 

• God promises to sweep away their offenses. “I have swept away your offenses like 

a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you.” 

• Isaiah 44:24-28: Deliverance Through Cyrus 

• This passage predicts God's deliverance of Israel from exile through Cyrus. 

• Cyrus is identified as God's shepherd, commissioned to rebuild Jerusalem and the 

temple. “who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I 

please; he will say of Jerusalem, ‘Let it be rebuilt,’ and of the temple, ‘Let its 

foundations be laid.’” 

• Cyrus' victories are for the sake of Jacob, God's servant. 

• The passage references Josephus' account that Cyrus was influenced by reading 

Isaiah's prophecies, leading him to recognize the God of Israel. This aligns with 

the proclamation of Cyrus in Ezra 1. 

• Isaiah 48:16-49:3: The Servant as God? 

• Isaiah 48:16 presents an interpretative challenge because the speaker is both God 

and sent by God: "And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me, with his Spirit.” 

• Vannoy suggests this indicates the deity of the Servant of the Lord. 

• In Isaiah 49:1-3, the speaker identifies himself as the servant, referring to the 

servant being identified with Israel. "Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you 

distant nations: Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has 

made mention of my name...He said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel.’” 

• Isaiah 49:5-6: The Servant Distinguished from Israel 

• The function of the servant is "To bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to 

himself.” It becomes clear that although the servant is in some sense is Israel, the 

servant is going to be distinguished from Israel. 

Unresolved Questions: 

• How can Israel, in their sinful state, fulfill the role of the Servant described in 

Isaiah 42? 

• How can God simply forgive sins, as stated in Isaiah 43:25? 

• Is the Servant solely Israel, or is there an individual aspect to the Servant's 

identity? 
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• How is the "me" in Isaiah 48:16 at the same time God and sent by God? 

• How can the servant be both Israel and distinct from Israel, as suggested by the 

change in the passage from 49:3-6? 

Conclusion: 

Vannoy's lecture highlights the complexity and richness of the Servant of the Lord theme 

in Isaiah. He emphasizes the tension between Israel's calling and their sinfulness, the 

promise of forgiveness, and the potential identification of the Servant with both the 

nation of Israel and a distinct, possibly divine, individual. The lecture raises important 

questions about the identity and role of the Servant, leaving room for further 

exploration and interpretation. 
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4.  Study Guide: Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15, Servant 

of the Lord Theme Continued 

The Servant of the Lord in Isaiah: A Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. In Isaiah 42:1-7, what specific tasks are attributed to the Servant of the Lord? 

2. According to Isaiah 42, what is the primary reason Israel is in exile and suffering? 

3. According to Vannoy, what is more important than deliverance from exile? 

4. In Isaiah 43:10, what role does Israel fulfill, despite its shortcomings? 

5. What remarkable statement does God make in Isaiah 43:25, and what question 

does this statement raise? 

6. In Isaiah 44:3-4, what promise does God make to Jacob, and how does Payne 

interpret the fulfillment of this prophecy? 

7. According to Isaiah 44:21, what contrast is intended between the statement and 

what precedes it? 

8. How does Isaiah 44:24-28 portray Cyrus, and what role does Cyrus play in God's 

plan for Israel? 

9. According to Josephus (as cited in Young's commentary), what impact did Isaiah's 

prophecy have on Cyrus? 

10. In Isaiah 48:16, what is the interpretive problem, and what explanation does 

Vannoy offer to resolve it? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. The Servant of the Lord is to bring justice to the earth, be a covenant for the 

people and a light for the Gentiles, open the blind eyes, free captives from prison, 

and release those from the dungeon who sit in darkness. 

2. The primary reason Israel is in exile is because they have sinned against God and 

did not follow his ways or obey his law. 

3. According to Vannoy, deliverance from sin is more important than deliverance 

from exile because sin is the root cause of the exile. 
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4. In Isaiah 43:10, Israel is identified as God's witnesses, chosen to know and believe 

in God, despite their sinful nature. 

5. In Isaiah 43:25, God declares that He will blot out their transgressions and 

remember their sins no more. This raises the question of how God can simply 

forgive sin without addressing the issue of justice. 

6. God promises to pour out His Spirit upon the offspring of Jacob, and Payne 

interprets the fulfillment of this prophecy as the Gentile engrafting and parallels 

Joel 2:28-29, predicting Pentecost. 

7. The contrast is between the futility and foolishness of idolatry, described in the 

preceding verses, and the statement that Jacob/Israel is God's servant whom He 

will not forget. 

8. Isaiah 44:24-28 portrays Cyrus as God's shepherd and anointed one, 

commissioned to conquer nations, rebuild Jerusalem, and lay the foundation of 

the temple, thus delivering Israel from exile. 

9. Josephus suggests that Cyrus read Isaiah's prophecy, which influenced him to 

issue the proclamation of emancipation for the Jews and acknowledge the God of 

Israel. 

10. In Isaiah 48:16, the problem is that the speaker seems to be both God and sent by 

God. Vannoy offers the explanation that the speaker is the Servant of the Lord, 

who is himself God, suggesting the deity of the Servant. 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the apparent paradox presented in Isaiah 42:1-7 concerning Israel's role 

as the Servant of the Lord and their own captivity and spiritual blindness. How 

does the text address this tension? 

2. Analyze the significance of God's declaration in Isaiah 43:25, "I, even I, am he who 

blots out your transgressions." What theological implications arise from this 

statement, and how does it relate to the overall theme of the Servant of the 

Lord? 
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3. Explore the different interpretations of the "servant" figure in the passages from 

Isaiah, considering whether the servant refers to Israel, an individual (like Isaiah 

or the Messiah), or a combination of both. Support your argument with specific 

textual evidence. 

4. Examine the role of Cyrus in Isaiah 44:24-45:4 as a figure used by God to fulfill His 

promises to Israel. What does this passage reveal about God's sovereignty and His 

relationship with both Israel and the Gentile nations? 

5. Analyze the interpretation of Isaiah 48:16 as a potential reference to the deity of 

the Servant of the Lord. What are the strengths and weaknesses of this argument, 

and what alternative interpretations exist? 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Servant of the Lord: A figure in the book of Isaiah who is chosen by God to fulfill a 

specific purpose, often associated with bringing justice, deliverance, and light to 

the nations. 

• Exile: The state of being banished or forced to live away from one's native 

country, often referring to the Babylonian exile of the Israelites. 

• Idolatry: The worship of idols or false gods, a practice frequently condemned in 

the Old Testament. 

• Gentiles: Non-Jewish people or nations. 

• Cyrus: The king of Persia who conquered Babylon and allowed the Israelites to 

return to their homeland, fulfilling prophecies in Isaiah. 

• Transgression: An act that goes against a law, command, or moral code; sin. 

• Redemption: The act of saving or delivering someone from sin, error, or evil. 

• Prophecy: A prediction of future events, often believed to be divinely inspired. 

• Deity: The state of being divine; God or supreme being. 

• Witness: Someone who testifies to what they have seen or experienced; in this 

context, Israel is called to be a witness to God's power and faithfulness. 
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5. FAQs on Vannoy, Major Prophets, Session 15, Servant of the 

Lord Theme Continued, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Here is an 8-question FAQ based on the provided text: 

FAQ on the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah 

• Question 1: Who is the "Servant of the Lord" initially identified as in the book of 

Isaiah, and what tasks is this servant expected to perform? 

• Answer: Initially, the "Servant of the Lord" is identified as Israel. This servant is 

expected to be a light to the Gentiles, bring justice to the ends of the earth, and 

deliver prisoners from darkness. However, this identification raises questions, as 

Israel itself is in bondage and darkness. 

• Question 2: What is the central problem that hinders Israel from fulfilling its 

role as the Servant of the Lord? 

• Answer: The central problem is Israel's sin against God. The text suggests that 

Israel's exile and suffering are a consequence of their disobedience and failure to 

follow God's ways. Deliverance from exile is important, but deliverance from sin is 

even more critical. 

• Question 3: According to Isaiah 43:25, how does God address the problem of 

Israel's sin, and what question does this raise? 

• Answer: In Isaiah 43:25, God declares, "I, even I, am he who blots out your 

transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." This raises 

the question of how God can simply forgive sins without further explanation or 

justification. 

• Question 4: How does Isaiah 44:1-2 describe the future for Jacob (Israel), and 

what promise is given in verses 3-4? 

• Answer: Isaiah 44:1-2 describes a future where God will continue to help Jacob, 

despite their past. Verses 3-4 promise the outpouring of God's Spirit upon the 

seed of Israel, leading to a great multitude of descendants who identify with the 

Lord, potentially referring to the Gentile engrafting. 
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• Question 5: What contrast is drawn between Isaiah 44:21 and the preceding 

verses, and what does this contrast emphasize about God's relationship with 

Israel? 

• Answer: Isaiah 44:21 contrasts the futility of idolatry, described in the preceding 

verses, with God's declaration that Israel is His servant. This emphasizes that 

despite Israel's tendency towards idolatry, God will not forget them and will fulfill 

His promise to the servant. 

• Question 6: How does the passage in Isaiah 44:24-28 reveal God's plan for 

Israel's deliverance, and what role does Cyrus play in this plan? 

• Answer: This passage reveals God's plan to deliver Israel from exile through Cyrus, 

whom God will use to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. Cyrus is commissioned 

to conquer nations, subdue kings, and open doors, demonstrating God's power 

and fulfilling His word. 

• Question 7: What is the interpretive difficulty in Isaiah 48:16, and how does the 

lecturer propose to resolve it? 

• Answer: The difficulty lies in the fact that the speaker in the first part of the verse 

seems to be God, but in the second part, the speaker says, "the Sovereign LORD 

has sent me." This raises the question of how the speaker can simultaneously be 

God and be sent by God. The lecturer proposes that this is spoken by the Servant 

of the Lord, who is himself God, suggesting the deity of the servant. 

• Question 8: How does the text connect Isaiah 48:16 with the subsequent 

passage in Isaiah 49:1-3, and what further understanding does this provide 

about the Servant of the Lord? 

• Answer: The text connects the "me" in Isaiah 48:16 with the "me" in Isaiah 49:1-

3, where the speaker is identified as the Servant and further identified as Israel. 

While the Servant is initially identified with Israel, the text suggests a distinction 

emerges, where the Servant has a function to bring Jacob back to God, suggesting 

the Servant is both part of and distinct from Israel. 

 


