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1. Abstract of Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 5B, Leviticus
and Numbers, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This lecture provides an overview of the books of Leviticus and Numbers. It begins by
highlighting the significance of the tabernacle in Exodus. Leviticus is presented as a
book focused on ritual legislation, detailing how a sinful people can approach a holy
God. Key themes include substitutionary atonement and the holiness of God. The
discussion then moves to Numbers, addressing the challenges in interpreting the large
census figures it contains. Various approaches to understanding these numbers are
explored, but the lecture suggests that a fully satisfying explanation remains elusive. The
lecture concludes by calling for further investigation and insight into the meaning of
the numbers.

2. 13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 5B — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Historical Books = Exodus to Exile).

=

Vannoy_ExtoExile_S
ession05B.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 5B,
Leviticus and Numbers

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided excerpt of Robert Vannoy's lecture, "Exodus to Exile, Lecture 5B: Leviticus
and Numbers."

Briefing Document: Vannoy on Leviticus and Numbers

Source: Excerpts from "Vannoy_ Exodus_Exile_LO5B.pdf" (Robert Vannoy, Exodus to
Exile, Lecture 5B)

Main Themes:

o The Climax of Exodus and the Significance of the Tabernacle: The establishment
of the tabernacle in Exodus 40 is presented as the climax of the book, signifying
God taking up residence among his people.

o Leviticus: Approaching a Holy God: Leviticus is characterized as a book of ritual
legislation detailing how a sinful people can approach a holy God and be assured
of acceptance. It emphasizes substitutionary atonement through blood sacrifice.

e Numbers: Wilderness Wanderings and Census Challenges: Numbers is described
as covering the 38 years of Israel's wilderness wanderings. A significant portion of
the lecture focuses on the challenges of interpreting the census numbers,
presenting various viewpoints and ultimately concluding that the numbers are
problematic and not fully understood.

Key Ideas and Facts:
1. The Tabernacle (Exodus 40):

e The Tabernacle's establishment is the climax of redemption in Exodus. "God came
to dwell in the Tent. God was taking up residence in the midst of his people. This

is the climax of the progress of redemption in the book of Exodus." (Motyer, cited
by Vannoy)

e The Ark of the Covenant is placed within the Tabernacle, containing the Ten
Commandments.

e The cloud of God's glory fills the Tabernacle, preventing Moses from entering.



2. Leviticus:

Name: The name "Leviticus" (from the Latin Vulgate) is preferred over the Jewish
tradition's "weyiqra" ("and he called"), as it better reflects the book's content
regarding the duties of Levites and priests.

Content:Ritual legislation equipping Israel for its priestly task among the nations
(Exodus 19:6: “You will be for me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.”)

The book details how sinful people can approach a holy God. "That’s | think the
basic thrust of the book: how sinful people can approach a holy God and be
assured of acceptance."

Key Verse: Leviticus 17:11 emphasizes substitutionary atonement: "For the life of
a creature is in the blood. I'm giving this to you to make atonement for yourselves
on the altar. It is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”

Holiness: Emphasizes the holiness of God and the need for his people to be holy
and set apart. "You are to be holy to me, because | the Lord am holy. And | have
set you apart from the nations to be my own." (Leviticus 20:26)

Types of Laws: Circumstances for sacrifice, kinds of sacrifices, priest qualifications,
laws on sexual chastity (against Canaanite practices), laws on ritual cleanness.

Typological Significance: Leviticus foreshadows Christ. "These ritual laws are again
of typological significance, pointing forward to Christ and find completion and
fulfillment in Christ." It provides background for understanding sacrificial
references throughout the Bible.

3. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10):

Nadab and Abihu, Aaron's sons, offer "unauthorized fire" before the Lord and are
consumed by fire. The exact offense is unclear.

This event underscores the importance of following God's regulations in worship.
"Among those who approach me | will show myself holy, in the sight of all people
| will be honored.”

A possible connection to drunkenness is mentioned, referencing the prohibition
against priests drinking alcohol before entering the Tent of Meeting.

4. Festivals (Leviticus 23):

Leviticus 23 highlights the three major annual festivals:



Passover and Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:4-8)
Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) (Leviticus 23:15-22)

Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43)

5. Numbers:

Name: The Hebrew name "bemidbar" ("in the wilderness") is preferred, as it
better reflects the book's content than the English title "Numbers," which derives
from the Septuagint (Greek).

Chronology:Numbers covers a 38-year period of wandering (Numbers 1:1 to
Deuteronomy 1:3). Israel was two years at Sinai, and then 38 years in the
wilderness.

Numbers 1:1-10:10 covers the last 19 days at Mount Sinai.

Numbers 13-14 describes the arrival at Kadesh Barnea and the spies' report.
Numbers 15-20 recounts the 38 years of wandering.

Numbers 20:1-36:13 details events of the fortieth year.

Census:Numbers 1-2 details the census of men of war (20 years and older).
Numbers 1:46 states the total number as 603,550.

Numbers 26:51 indicates a slightly smaller number (601,730) at the end of the
book.

The Problem of Large Numbers:The lecture dedicates significant time to the
problem of the large numbers in Numbers.

Various Interpretations of the Census Numbers: Vannoy presents three primary
approaches to interpreting the large numbers in Numbers:

Literal and Accurate: Accepting the numbers as translated, attributing the large
population to the Hebrews' fruitfulness and God's miraculous provision. (e.g.,
MacRae, E.J. Young)

Artificially Contrived and Exaggerated: Critical view dismissing the numbers as
untrustworthy and of no statistical value.

Alternate Understanding of the Hebrew Text: Attempting to find alternate
meanings for the Hebrew words, particularly "eleph" (translated as "thousands").



Flinders Petrie: Suggested "eleph" could mean "tribal group" or "clan" rather
than "thousands."

R.E.D. Clark: Suggested "eleph" should be pointed as "aluph," meaning "chief" or
"“captain."

John Wenham: Proposed that "eleph" could refer to a social or military unit,
resulting in a much smaller population estimate (around 72,000).

Vannoy's Conclusion: None of the proposed solutions are entirely convincing, and
the biblical texts that speak of "seven nations greater and mightier than you"
raise significant questions. He suggests that there is something about the
meaning of "eleph" and its significance in the military structure of the time that
modern scholars don't fully understand. He concludes that "more light needs to
be thrown on what's going on in these numbers," remaining uncertain about the
precise population size but affirming the text's reliability despite the current lack
of complete understanding.

Acknowledges difficulties: "I don’t think a lot of the difficulties cited with the
numbers are insurmountable, though the logistics, particularly of how could 2.5
million people survive in the wilderness of Sinai for all that time is staggering."

Quotes lllustrating Vannoy's Position:

On the Numbers Problem: "One wonders, ‘Is there something going on in these
census figures that we don’t understand?’ That’s where I’'m inclined to come
down on this."

On the Current State of Understanding: "l think whatever the text says, | think is
reliable. I'm not sure we understand the language there correctly...The text is
reliable, but there’s something going on here that is not well understood from our
rather limited modern vantage point."

In summary, Vannoy's lecture provides an overview of Leviticus and Numbers,
highlighting key themes and grappling with the significant interpretive challenge posed
by the census numbers in Numbers. While he acknowledges the difficulties and presents
various viewpoints, he ultimately concludes that more research and a deeper
understanding of ancient Near Eastern culture are needed to fully resolve the issue.



4. Study Guide: Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 5B, Leviticus
and Numbers

Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers: A Study Guide

Quiz

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1.

10.

What are the three major sections of the book of Exodus, and what is the climax
of the book?

What is the significance of the title "Leviticus" derived from the Latin Vulgate?
Explain the key verse in Leviticus (17:11) and its main idea regarding atonement.

What is the significance of Leviticus 10 and what are some possible explanations
for Nadab and Abihu's transgression?

What are the three major annual festivals described in Leviticus 23 and what is
their importance?

What does the Hebrew title bemidbar mean, and why might it be a more
descriptive title for the book of Numbers than the English title?

How long did the events of Numbers 1:1-10:10 take place?

Describe the events that took place in Numbers 13-14 and their consequences for
the Israelites.

What are three approaches to understanding the large numbers reported in the
census in Numbers?

What does Vannoy conclude about interpreting the numbers in the book of
Numbers?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The three major sections of Exodus are Liberation (Exodus), Mount Sinai, and the
Tabernacle. The climax of the book is the setting up of the Tabernacle in Exodus
40, where God takes up residence among His people.

The title "Leviticus" from the Latin Vulgate, meaning "a Levitical book," effectively
communicates the book's content, focusing on the work of the Levites,



particularly the priests, and their ritual duties. This title is more informative than
the Jewish tradition title weyigra, which simply means "and he called."

Leviticus 17:11 states, "For the life of a creature is in the blood, and | have given it
to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes
atonement for one’s life." This verse establishes the principle of substitutionary
atonement, where blood sacrifice is the means by which sins are covered.

Leviticus 10 narrates the story of Nadab and Abihu, Aaron's sons, who offered
unauthorized fire before the Lord and were consumed by divine fire. Some
suggest their offense was using coals not from the altar of burnt offering or not
following instructions for the incense, while others speculate about drunkenness,
but it served as an example of the importance of adhering to God's regulations.

. The three major annual festivals are Passover and Unleavened Bread, the Feast of
Weeks (Pentecost), and the Feast of Tabernacles. These festivals became central
to Israelite life, commemorating significant historical and religious events and
fostering a sense of community and devotion.

. Bemidbar means "in the wilderness," and it is derived from the first verse of the
book. This title is more representative of the book's content, as most of the book
recounts Israel's experiences during their 38 years of wandering in the
wilderness, rather than simply focusing on the census numbers.

. The events of Numbers 1:1-10:10 took place over a period of 19 days,
representing the last days of Israel's stay at Mount Sinai. During this time, the
census was taken, and the Israelites organized themselves in preparation for
leaving Sinai.

In Numbers 13-14, the Israelites arrived at Kadesh Barnea and sent spies into
Canaan, where only Caleb and Joshua advocated for entering. Because of the
majority's negative report, the Lord declared that the disbelieving generation
would die in the wilderness, with only those under 20 and Caleb and Joshua
entering the Promised Land.

. Three approaches to understanding the large numbers include accepting them as
literal and accurate, viewing them as artificial and exaggerated, or seeking
alternative interpretations of the original Hebrew text to account for
discrepancies. The primary issue with the literal interpretation is how these
figures seem to contradict other biblical texts and historical understanding.



10.Vannoy concludes that the attempts to reconcile the large numbers in Numbers

with historical and textual issues are not entirely convincing, particularly
concerning military implications and comparison to other nations. He suggests
that there may be a deeper understanding of the language or context that
modern scholars lack.

Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of the Tabernacle in the book of Exodus. How does it
relate to the overall theme of God's presence with His people and the progress of
redemption?

Explain the concept of holiness as presented in the book of Leviticus. What does
it mean for God to be holy, and how does this impact the laws and rituals
prescribed for the Israelites?

Compare and contrast the different approaches to interpreting the census figures
in the book of Numbers. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each
approach, and what conclusions can be drawn about the reliability of these
numbers?

Analyze the narrative of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10. What does this event
reveal about God's expectations for worship and the consequences of
disobedience?

Trace the chronological structure of the book of Numbers, highlighting key events
and transitions. How does this structure contribute to the overall message and
purpose of the book?



Glossary of Key Terms

Allegory: A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden
meaning, typically a moral or political one.

Atonement: The act of making amends or reparation for guilt or wrongdoing,
often through sacrifice.

Bemidbar: Hebrew for "in the wilderness," the traditional Jewish title for the
book of Numbers.

Book of the Covenant: A collection of laws found in Exodus 20-23, providing
ethical and social guidelines for the Israelites.

Day of Atonement: (Yom Kippur) The most solemn religious day in the Jewish
year, marked by fasting and prayer for atonement for the sins of the past year.

Eleph: A Hebrew word that can mean "thousand" but may also refer to a clan,
tent-group, or military unit.

Exodus: Greek for "departure," referring to the Israelites' liberation from slavery
in Egypt.

Feast of Tabernacles: (Sukkot) A Jewish festival commemorating the Israelites'
dwelling in temporary shelters during their wanderings in the wilderness.

Feast of Unleavened Bread: (Hag HaMatzot) A seven-day festival following
Passover, during which only unleavened bread is eaten.

Feast of Weeks: (Shavuot or Pentecost) A Jewish festival celebrated fifty days
after Passover, commemorating the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.

Kadesh Barnea: An oasis in the Sinai Peninsula that served as a major Israelite
encampment during their wilderness wanderings.

Levites: Members of the tribe of Levi, who were responsible for the service of the
Tabernacle and later the Temple.

Numbers: The English title for the fourth book of the Pentateuch, derived from
the Septuagint's Arithmoi, referring to the censuses taken within the book.

Orthodox Jews: Jews who adhere strictly to traditional Jewish law and ritual.
Passover: (Pesach) A Jewish festival commemorating the Exodus from Egypt.

Pentecost: See Feast of Weeks



Priest: An ordained minister of the church, in ancient Israel, the descendants of
Aaron who were responsible for offering sacrifices and leading worship.

Septuagint: A Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible.

Substitutionary Atonement: The concept that Jesus Christ took the punishment
for the sins of humanity, acting as a substitute for sinners.

Tabernacle: A portable tent used as a sanctuary by the Israelites during their
wanderings in the wilderness.

Ten Commandments: The fundamental laws given by God to Moses on Mount
Sinai.
Testimony: The Ten Commandments written on tablets of stone, kept in the Ark

of the Covenant.

Typology: A method of biblical interpretation where Old Testament people,
events, or institutions foreshadow New Testament realities.

Weyiqgra: Hebrew for "and he called," the traditional Jewish title for the book of
Leviticus.

10



11

5. FAQs on Vannoy, Exodus to Exile, Session 5B, Leviticus and
Numbers, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Leviticus and Numbers

What is typology, as it relates to understanding the unity of the Bible?

Typology is a method of interpreting the Bible that seeks to understand its unity
through recurring patterns and themes in redemptive history. It focuses on how
certain events, people, or institutions in the Old Testament foreshadow or
prefigure later realities in the New Testament, particularly in relation to Christ. It
emphasizes historical connections rather than allegorical interpretations.

What is the main focus of the book of Leviticus?

Leviticus primarily focuses on ritual legislation, detailing how a sinful people can
approach a holy God and be assured of acceptance. It emphasizes the importance
of holiness and outlines specific laws regarding sacrifices, priestly duties, sexual
conduct, and ritual purity. The book's central theme is substitutionary atonement
through blood sacrifice, as highlighted in Leviticus 17:11. Leviticus sets Israel
apart as a holy nation with a mediatorial role.

Why is Leviticus important for understanding the rest of the Bible, even for
those not under the Old Covenant?

Leviticus provides the background for understanding references to sacrificial
offerings, ceremonies of purification, and institutions like the Sabbatical year and
the Year of Jubilee, found throughout both the Old and New Testaments. It also
presents Christ in a typological way, with Old Testament rituals foreshadowing His
sacrifice. Additionally, it offers insights into the history of religions by comparing
Israelite worship practices with those of other ancient peoples.

What is the significance of the story of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10?

The story of Nadab and Abihu, who offered unauthorized fire before the Lord,
underscores the importance of adhering to God's prescribed regulations for
worship. Their severe punishment serves as an example to ensure that worship is
established on a proper foundation and that God's holiness is respected. The
narrative emphasizes the consequences of carelessness or deliberate
disobedience in approaching God.
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What are the three major annual festivals mentioned in Leviticus, and why were
they important?

The three major annual festivals mentioned in Leviticus are Passover and the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), and the Feast of
Tabernacles. These festivals were crucial in the life of Israel as they
commemorated significant events in their history, such as the Exodus and God's
provision in the wilderness. They also served as times of worship, remembrance,
and communal celebration.

Why is the Hebrew name for the book of Numbers, "Bamidbar" ("in the
wilderness"), considered more descriptive than the English title?

The Hebrew name "Bamidbar" ("in the wilderness") is considered more
descriptive because it accurately reflects the book's primary content, which
revolves around Israel's 38 years of wandering in the wilderness. The English title,
"Numbers," only refers to the census accounts in the book's early and later
chapters, while the majority of the book narrates the events and experiences of
Israel during their time in the desert.

What are the main chronological divisions of the book of Numbers?

The book of Numbers can be chronologically divided into four main sections: 1)
the time at Mount Sinai (Numbers 1:1-10:10), covering the first 19 days of the
second year after the Exodus; 2) the journey to Kadesh Barnea and the sending of
the spies (Numbers 13-14); 3) the 38 years of wilderness wandering (Numbers 15-
19), which is a condensed account; and 4) the events of the fortieth year, as Israel
prepares to enter the Promised Land (Numbers 20-36).
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What are the different approaches to interpreting the large census numbers in
the book of Numbers, and what challenges do they present?

There are three main approaches to interpreting the large census numbers in
Numbers: 1) accepting the numbers as literal and accurate; 2) dismissing them as
artificially contrived and exaggerated; and 3) seeking alternative interpretations
based on the original Hebrew text. The main challenge with the first approach is
reconciling the large population figures with other biblical texts and historical
evidence regarding the size of Canaanite cities and armies. The second approach
raises questions about the trustworthiness of the biblical text. The third
approach, which involves reinterpreting words like "eleph" (translated as
"thousands") to mean something else, is difficult to prove with complete certainty
and does not fully account for all the data.



