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1. Abstract of Phillips, Old Testament Literature, Session 4, The
Fall and Resultant Consequences, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Phillips' lecture explores Genesis 3-4, focusing on the consequences of the "fall"
(corruption) and the story of Cain. She examines the narrative's details, questioning
traditional interpretations and offering alternative perspectives on events like the
prohibition and the meaning of "knowing" good and evil. The lecture analyzes the roles
of the serpent, Adam, and Eve, highlighting the serpent's strategies and the
consequences of their choices. It further considers God's pronouncements and mercies
following the corruption and scrutinizes the differences between the sacrifices of Cain
and Abel and ends with reflections on the contrast between Lamech's vengeance and
the call to forgiveness. The presentation invites critical engagement with the text and
theological reflection about God's intentions for mankind.

2. 18 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Phillips, Old Testament Literature, Session 4 — Double click
icon to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = OT Introduction = OT Lit).

Phillips_OTLIit_Sessi
onO4. . mp3



3. Briefing Document: Phillips, Old Testament Literature,
Session 4, The Fall and Resultant Consequences

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. Elaine Phillips' lecture on Genesis 3-4:

Briefing Document: Genesis 3-4 (Fall and Cain)
Main Themes:

e The "Fall" as Corruption, Not an Accident: Dr. Phillips questions the traditional
"creation, fall, redemption" theological framework, suggesting "creation,
corruption, correction"” might be more accurate. She argues that Adam and Eve's
disobedience was a deliberate act, not an accidental slip: "A fall is not particularly
deliberate. Most of us are embarrassed when we fall, and we jump right back up
again... When you look at what Eve and Adam do, it's pretty deliberate, isn't it?
There's a conversation back and forth."

o Intimacy and Harmony Before Corruption: The lecture highlights the initial
perfection and intimacy of the creation, the hospitality of the Garden of Eden,
and the unique relationship between Adam and Eve. "The man and his wife were
both naked... they're not ashamed. So, there's harmony, there's intimacy, and
there's an egalitarian perspective going on here."

e The Nature of the Forbidden Knowledge: The lecture explores the meaning of
"the knowledge of good and evil," suggesting it's not merely intellectual
understanding, but the power to define good and evil, usurping God's role. "It
means knowing with the intent of defining... taking it upon ourselves the privilege
and responsibility of defining for ourselves what's good and evil."

o The Serpent's Strategy and Deceit: The lecture emphasizes the serpent's cunning
and strategic approach, appealing to pride and distorting God's word. The serpent
makes "sin look really good," and the lecture connects the serpent to Satan, "the
father of lies" (John 8:44). Dr. Phillips connects the Hebrew word for "crafty,"
arum, used to describe the serpent, with the Hebrew word for naked, also arum,
which existed in innocence before the fall.



Consequences of Corruption and God's Mercy: The lecture details the
consequences of Adam and Eve's actions: awareness of nakedness, fear, broken
relationships, and the curse on the ground. However, it also emphasizes God's
mercy through the Protoevangelion (Genesis 3:15), the provision of animal skin
coverings, and the postponement of immediate death.

Cain and Abel: A Study in Sacrifice and Sin: The lecture examines the story of
Cain and Abel, highlighting the difference in the quality of their offerings and
Cain's subsequent murder of Abel. It also discusses God's mercy in not enacting a
measure-for-measure punishment on Cain.

Theological Reflections: She also notes how death was probably present in the
world outside the Garden, even before the fall, based on Romans 8.

Key Ideas and Facts:

Psalm 90 as a Framework: Dr. Phillips uses Psalm 90 as an introduction,
connecting its themes of mortality and the need for wisdom to the consequences
of the "fall." Specifically Psalm 90:12: "Teach us to number our days aright, that
we may gain a heart of wisdom."

The Garden of Eden: Located in the East. Possibly theological correspondence to
heaven and temple structure.

Egalitarian Perspective: Emphasizes that Adam leaves his parents to be with his
wife - man and woman becoming "one flesh."

Yada: Wide range of connotations related to "knowing."

Yom: The Hebrew word yom, translated as "day," may have implications beyond a
literal 24-hour period. The lecture explores how Adam and Eve could have known
about death prior to eating the fruit, suggesting they observed animal death.

Genesis 3:15 (Protoevangelion): "l will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike
his heel." This verse is identified as the first articulation of the Gospel.

The "Curse" on the Woman: The lecture challenges the interpretation of Genesis
3:16 as a curse or a prescription for gender roles, suggesting it is a description of
the broken relationship and power struggles that result from the corruption. The
word "desire" as used here implies more of a "clutching desire."



o Clothing as Symbol: In the ancient Near East, clothing symbolized inheritance.
God covering Adam and Eve indicated that they were still His children, despite
their disobedience.

e Sacrifice: Provision of animal skin coverings could possibly indicate the institution
of animal sacrifice.

e Cultural Developments: The line of Cain reflects certain developments of culture
such as music and forging tools.

o Lamech's Vengeance: Lamech's statement about revenge (Genesis 4:23-24) is
contrasted with Jesus' teaching on forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-22).

Quotes:

o "Afallis not particularly deliberate. Most of us are embarrassed when we fall,
and we jump right back up again... When you look at what Eve and Adam do, it's
pretty deliberate, isn't it? There's a conversation back and forth."

e "The man and his wife were both naked... they're not ashamed. So, there's
harmony, there's intimacy, and there's an egalitarian perspective going on here."

e "It means knowing with the intent of defining... taking it upon ourselves the
privilege and responsibility of defining for ourselves what's good and evil."

o "Sin grasps at us. If you haven't figured that out yet, you probably will."

e "l will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel."

Potential Discussion Points:
e The implications of re-framing the "fall" as "corruption."

e The nature of free will and divine sovereignty in the context of Adam and Eve's
choice.

e The relationship between the Old Testament and New Testament understanding
of sin and redemption.

e The application of these themes to contemporary ethical and social issues.



4. Study Guide: Phillips, Old Testament Literature, Session 4,
The Fall and Resultant Consequences

Genesis 3-4: The Corruption of Creation

Study Guide

This study guide reviews the lecture material from Dr. Phillips's Lecture 4 on Genesis 3-4,
focusing on the corruption of God's original creation. The material explores the events
surrounding the Fall and the story of Cain and Abel, examining theological themes of sin,
consequences, mercy, and the Protoevangelion.

Key Concepts to Review

o The Setting: The perfect, hospitable Garden of Eden and the significance of the
Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

e The Actors: The serpent (Satan), Adam, Eve, and the Lord God.

e The Serpent's Strategy: Deceit, appealing to pride, and misrepresenting God's
Word.

« The Consequences of Disobedience: Awareness of nakedness (arum), fear,
separation from God, pain in childbirth (for Eve), and the curse on the ground (for
Adam).

e The Protoevangelion: Genesis 3:15, the first promise of redemption.

e God's Mercy: Providing coverings, promising redemption, and delaying/modifying
punishment.

e Cain and Abel: The difference in their offerings, Cain's anger and murder, and
God's continued mercy.

o Development of Culture: Music, metalworking, and violence.
o The Nature of Work: From tending and caring to toil, agony, and anguish.
Quiz

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, drawing upon the lecture
material.

1. Why does Dr. Phillips prefer the term "corruption" over "fall" when describing the
events of Genesis 3?



2. Explain the significance of Adam and Eve being "arumim" (naked) in Genesis 2
and how that state changes after they eat the fruit.

3. What does Dr. Phillips suggest is meant by "knowing good and evil" in the context
of the Tree of Knowledge?

4. How does the serpent distort God's word when speaking to Eve?

5. Why does Dr. Phillips believe that Eve's addition to God's command about not
touching the tree is intended to be protective?

6. Explain the Protoevangelion in Genesis 3:15 and its significance.

7. Dr. Phillips suggests a better translation of the second half of Genesis 3:16 ("Your
desire will be for your husband..."). Briefly, explain why, and what translation she
prefers.

8. What is the significance of God providing animal skin coverings for Adam and
Eve?

9. What was wrong with Cain's sacrifice, and why did God look favorably on Abel's
offering?

10. What does Dr. Phillips suggest that Jesus is doing when he tells Peter to forgive
seventy times seven?

Quiz Answer Key

1. Dr. Phillips believes that "fall" implies an accidental slip, whereas the actions of
Adam and Eve were deliberate and involved a process of decision-making and
conversation. She prefers "corruption" because it suggests a more intentional and
gradual spoiling of God's good creation.

2. Before eating the fruit, Adam and Eve are "arumim" in a state of innocence,
harmony, and lack of shame. After their disobedience, their nakedness becomes
associated with insecurity, fear, and the need to cover up, reflecting a loss of
innocence and intimacy.

3. Dr. Phillips suggests that "knowing good and evil" in this context means taking on
the responsibility and privilege of defining what is good and evil, rather than
acknowledging God as the ultimate authority and source of those definitions. It is
about arrogating to oneself a role that belongs to God alone.
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The serpent distorts God's word by exaggerating the prohibition. He claims that
God said they could not eat from any tree in the garden, when God had actually
given them freedom to eat from all but one. This creates a false impression of
God as restrictive and withholding.

Dr. Phillips suggests that Eve's addition, "You must not touch it," is a way of
establishing a "fence around the Torah," a protective boundary to keep them
from even coming close to disobeying God's command. It is a well-intentioned
but ultimately misguided attempt to ensure obedience.

The Protoevangelion (Genesis 3:15) is the first articulation of the Gospel, where
God promises enmity between the serpent and the woman and foretells that the
seed of the woman will strike the serpent's head. This is interpreted as a
prophecy of Christ's victory over Satan and the ultimate redemption of humanity.

Dr. Phillips suggests that "desire" (referring to Eve's desire for her husband) is a
strong, clutching desire, similar to how sin desires to have Cain, as described in
the next chapter. The more accurate translation is not a loving desire, but an
indication of a power struggle between husband and wife.

Providing animal skin coverings for Adam and Eve symbolizes God's continued
care for them despite their disobedience. It demonstrates that they are still
considered His children, even in their fallen state, and hints at the institution of
animal sacrifice as a means of atonement.

Cain brought "some of the fruits of the soil," not the best or first fruits, and it
lacked the offering of blood. Abel brought the "fat portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock," indicating a willingness to offer the best he had, and a
blood sacrifice for sin.

Dr. Phillips suggests that Jesus is deliberately contrasting Peter's question about
limited forgiveness with Lamech's unlimited vengeance. Lamech says he will
avenge himself seventy-seven times, while Jesus says Peter must forgive seventy
times seven, indicating the need for boundless forgiveness rather than
retribution.



Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of the Garden of Eden as a setting for the events of
Genesis 3-4. How does the description of the garden contribute to our
understanding of the original creation and the consequences of its corruption?

Analyze the serpent's strategy in tempting Eve. What specific tactics does he
employ, and how do these tactics reveal the nature of sin and temptation?

Explore the concept of God's mercy in Genesis 3-4. In what ways does God show
mercy to Adam and Eve, and how do these acts of mercy foreshadow the ultimate
redemption offered through Christ?

Compare and contrast the characters of Cain and Abel. What do their offerings
and actions reveal about their relationship with God and the nature of sin?

Discuss the implications of Genesis 3:16 for relationships between men and
women. How should this verse be interpreted in light of Dr. Phillips's lecture and a
Christian understanding of marriage?

Glossary of Key Terms

Arum/Arumim: Hebrew word for "naked." In Genesis 2, it signifies innocence and
harmony; after the Fall, it signifies shame and vulnerability.

Elohim: Hebrew word for "God," used in conjunction with Yahweh (Lord) in
Genesis 2-3.

Protoevangelion: The "first gospel,” found in Genesis 3:15, promising redemption
through the seed of the woman.

Yada: Hebrew word for "know," implying not just intellectual understanding but
intimate, experiential knowledge, and even "knowing with the intent of defining."

Yom: Hebrew word for "day." In Genesis 2:17 ("in the day you eat of it, you will
surely die") it may have broader implications than a literal 24-hour period.

Creation, Corruption, Correction: Dr. Phillips' preferred terms describing God's
perfect creation, its ruining through Adam and Eve's deliberate disobedience, and
God's correction, or redemption plan, for humanity.

Shabbat Shalom: Hebrew greeting meaning "Sabbath peace," used to wish
someone a peaceful Sabbath.



5. FAQs on Phillips, Old Testament Literature, Session 4, The
Fall and Resultant Consequences, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Genesis 3-4: The Fall and Cain

1. Why is the term "fall" potentially misleading when describing the events of Genesis
3?

The term "fall" suggests an accidental slip or unintentional mistake. However, the actions
of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 involved a deliberate choice, a conversation with the
serpent, and a conscious decision to disobey God's command. Terms like "corruption”
might better capture the intentional and processed nature of this event.

2. What does it mean to "know good and evil" in the context of the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil?

It's not simply about having an intellectual understanding. It suggests knowing with the
intent of defining. The temptation was to take away from God, who is the author of
good, the privilege and responsibility of defining for themselves what's good and evil.
This implies a desire to become independent from God's authority and establish their
own moral standards.

3. How could Adam and Eve understand the threat of death if they had never
experienced it?

Several possibilities exist. They may have observed animal death in the world around
them, giving them some understanding of mortality. Another analogy might be drawn to
the way Old Testament saints were saved by Christ's future death and resurrection:
Adam and Eve's sin at a point in time had implications before and after that point. Eden
may also be seen as a remarkable, beautiful, perfect little enclave, an oasis in a world
already dealing with death.

4. What is the significance of the serpent being described as "crafty" or "cunning"
(arum) in Genesis 3:1?

The Hebrew word "arum" can also mean "naked". What's interesting about this word is
it shows up a lot in Proverbs, and interestingly enough, in the Book of Proverbs, a
majority of the times it shows up, it's a positive thing. The connection between
"nakedness" (arum) and "craftiness" or "wisdom" is intriguing. Nakedness is beguiling.
So is craftiness. The serpent's craftiness, however, is used for deceitful purposes, leading
to devastating consequences.
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5. How do we know that the serpent in Genesis 3 is identified with Satan?

Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 explicitly identify the "ancient serpent" as the devil, Satan.
Additionally, Paul alludes to Genesis 3 in Romans 16:20, referring to Satan's head being
crushed, which echoes the prophecy of the serpent's head being struck.

6. How does the serpent distort God's word when tempting Eve?

The serpent initially frames his question as if God forbade them from eating from any
tree in the garden, misrepresenting God's generous allowance. Eve then exaggerates the
prohibition by adding "You must not touch it," which is not part of God's original
command. The serpent then outright contradicts God by saying, "You will not certainly
die."

7. What are the consequences of the "curse" (pronouncement) on the woman in
Genesis 3:16, and how should it be interpreted?

The pronouncement states, "l will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain
you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, but he will rule over
you." The first part refers to the pain in childbearing. The second refers to the place
where harmony existed. That part is now going to experience horrible friction. Rather
than viewing this as a divinely ordained model for relationships, this should be seen as a
descriptive consequence of the fall, reflecting the brokenness and struggle that now
characterize human relationships.

8. What is significant about God providing coverings of animal skins for Adam and Eve?

Beyond simply providing physical covering, the animal skins symbolize inheritance and
continuation of the relationship between God and humanity. In the ancient Near East,
clothing symbolized inheritance. God could have abandoned them after their
disobedience, but by providing coverings, He affirms that they are still His children,
albeit fallen. Additionally, this act may be an early indication of the institution of animal
sacrifice, foreshadowing the need for atonement through bloodshed.



