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Dr. Elaine Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, 

Session 11, Asia Minor and Greece 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 11, Asia 

Minor and Greece, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Elaine Phillips's Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 11, focuses on the 

geography and history of Asia Minor and Greece during the time of the New Testament. 

The session examines Paul's missionary journeys as described in the Book of Acts, 

tracing his routes across the region and highlighting significant cities. The lecture also 

explores the seven churches of Revelation, relating their locations to the historical 

context and archaeological findings. Key geographical features, such as the Aegean Sea 

and various mountain ranges, are discussed along with the empires and cultures that 

influenced the area. Finally, the session connects the archaeological evidence with the 

biblical narrative to provide a richer understanding of the historical setting. 

2.  20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 11 –  

Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Introduction to Biblical Studies).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the 

provided source, "Phillips_IBS_EN_Session11.pdf": 

Briefing Document: Asia Minor and Greece in the Context of Biblical Studies 

Overview: 

This lecture by Dr. Elaine Phillips shifts focus from the "land between" (Mesopotamia 

and Egypt) to the broader Eastern Mediterranean region, specifically Asia Minor 

(modern-day Turkey) and Greece. The lecture primarily uses the Book of Acts as a guide, 

focusing on Paul's missionary journeys, but also briefly touches on the churches 

mentioned in the first three chapters of Revelation. The session combines geographical, 

historical, and archaeological insights to illuminate the biblical narrative. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

1. Geographical Overview: 

• The lecture begins by establishing the geography of Anatolia, highlighting key 

bodies of water: 

• Mediterranean Sea: The southern border. 

• Aegean Sea: Separates Asia Minor from Greece. 

• Hellespont (Dardanelles): The strategic strait serving as a "bridge to Elos" 

(Greece). 

• Sea of Marmara & Bosporus Straits: Important waterways connecting the 

Aegean to the Black Sea. 

• Black Sea: Located to the north. 

• Topography is also covered: 

• Pontic Mountains: Along the northern coast. 

• Taurus Mountains: In the south and east. 

• Central Anatolian Plateau: A raised region in the interior. 

• The importance of rivers draining north or west is noted as a source for cities. 
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1. Historical Context: 

• Hittite Empire: Flourished approximately 1400-1200 BC, known for treaties 

(including with Egypt) which relate to Israelite covenant-making. 

• "Neo-Hittites are going to be important here; Hittite treaties with Egypt, some of 

those being very significant in terms of our understanding of treaty forms and 

covenant forms." 

• Late Bronze Age Collapse (around 1200 BC): A period of upheaval impacted by 

the movements of groups like Phrygians, Thracians, Hurrians, and the Old 

Assyrian Empire. 

• "About 1200 BC, there was something going on in this area that we don't 

completely understand. It brought about the demise of the Late Bronze Period, 

cataclysmic stuff." 

• Persian Empire: Used Anatolia as a corridor to move toward Greece. 

• "as we read Herodotus...they are going to use this whole Anatolia area as a 

corridor to move to Greece" 

• Greek Influence: Philip of Macedon and Alexander the Great shifted the direction 

of influence from west to east. 

• Roman Empire: Slowly expanded into Anatolia, the Levant, and beyond. 

1. Regions and Provinces in the First Century: 

• Cyprus: Important in Paul’s first missionary journey. 

• Galatia: Region in central Anatolia with contested borders. 

• Asia: A Roman province in western Anatolia that Paul was initially prevented from 

entering, which ultimately led him to Macedonia. 

• "on Paul's second missionary journey, he was prevented from going into Asia, 

which is going to push him across the Hellespont into what basically is eastern 

southern Europe" 

• Macedonia: Region in northern Greece, including cities like Philippi. 

• Achaia: Another name for Greece, specifically the southern part. 

• Peloponnesian Peninsula: Located in southern Greece, south of the Isthmus of 

Corinth. 
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1. Key Cities: 

• Antioch in Syria (Antioch on the Orontes): A major Roman center and where 

believers were first called "Christians." 

• "Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome and 

Alexandria." 

• Antioch in Pisidia: Located in Galatia. 

• Ephesus: A significant city in Asia Minor, recipient of Paul’s letter and one of the 

churches in Revelation. 

• Colossae: Another recipient of Paul’s letter. 

• Sardis: A major stopover point in Anatolia. 

• Troas: The port city from which Paul crossed into Macedonia. 

• Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea: Cities in Macedonia, important stops on Paul's 

journeys. 

• Berea is notable for the "wonderful folks...who search the scriptures because they 

want to know if what Paul is saying is true." 

• Athens: Site of the Acropolis and where Paul delivered his famous sermon on the 

Areopagus (Mars Hill). 

• Corinth: Located strategically on the Isthmus of Corinth, with Cenchreae (East) 

and Lechaeum (West) being important port cities. 

• "Corinth sits in a very strategic place between the Peloponnesian Peninsula and 

Greece or Achaia proper." 

1. Paul’s Missionary Journeys (Book of Acts): 

• The Book of Acts is structured to show the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to 

"the ends of the earth" (Rome). 

• First Journey: Cyprus and the churches in Galatia (Lystra, Derbe, Pisidian Antioch, 

Iconium). 

• Second Journey: More expansive, going to Macedonia (Philippi, Thessalonica, 

Berea), Athens and Corinth. Paul crosses from Anatolia over the Hellespont into 

Macedonia. 
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• "Here's where they have this vision of the man from Macedonia...Therefore, 

they'll make their way around there and spend some time in Athens." 

• Third Journey: Revisiting and spending extensive time in Ephesus. 

• "Third missionary journey, he's certainly going to spend some time there." 

• Paul's eventual transfer to Rome after being arrested in Jerusalem and 

imprisoned in Caesarea is also noted. 

1. Churches of Revelation: 

• The seven churches mentioned in Revelation 2-3 are located in Asia Minor, and 

their conditions and challenges are discussed. 

• Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea: These 

churches are seen as representative of challenges Christians face. 

• Pergamum: Site of a significant library and the Asclepion (healing center), with 

the Altar of Zeus possibly referencing what is in Revelation. 

• Sardis: A major stopover point, notable for its Acropolis. 

• Laodicea: Its lukewarm water and the surrounding hot springs of Hierapolis and 

the cool spring water, illustrates the church's tepidness as described in Revelation. 

• "Here you have this site right in between the hot springs to the north and this 

potential for cool water. But by the time it gets to Laodicea, it's just sort of the 

murky stuff you would want to spit out of your mouth." 

• Colossae: Located near Laodicea and Hierapolis, where an unexcavated theater is 

located. 

1. Archaeological Connections: 

• The lecture emphasizes the importance of archaeology in providing context for 

biblical events, with photographs of key sites such as: 

• Forum at Philippi: Columns of the forum. 

• Acropolis of Athens (including Parthenon): The ancient structure and various 

buildings. 

• Areopagus (Mars Hill) in Athens: The location of Paul's sermon. 
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• Corinth: The bema, and Temple of Apollo. An inscription of a Roman edict 

concerning the proconsul Gallio helps date the events in Acts. 

• Ephesus: The Kuretos Street, the Library of Celsus and the theater. A carving into 

the seats suggests sections designated for Jewish people and God fearers. 

• Pergamum: The Trajanium, Asclepion, and remains of the Altar of Zeus. 

• Sardis: City and Acropolis. 

• Hierapolis: Hot springs. 

• Laodicea: Theater and aqueduct. 

• Colossae: An unexcavated theater. 

• Didyma: Temple to Apollo. 

• These sites reveal the cultural context and grandeur of the Greco-Roman world 

and the ways they intersected with early Christianity. 

1. Theological Implication: 

• The lecture highlights the ongoing tension between the Kingdom of God and 

worldly cultural influences (e.g., Jerusalem vs. Athens). 

• The journey of the gospel, as depicted in Acts, is one of expansion and progress, 

overcoming obstacles to reach "the ends of the earth". 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Phillips' lecture provides a comprehensive overview of the historical, geographical, 

and cultural landscape of Asia Minor and Greece as they relate to the biblical narrative, 

particularly the journeys of Paul and the messages of the churches in Revelation. By 

combining textual analysis with geographical and archaeological insights, the lecture 

offers a richer understanding of the context in which these key biblical events unfolded. 

The tension between faith and the cultural context of the time is highlighted, as well as 

the continued growth of the Kingdom of God. 
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4.  Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 11,  

Asia Minor and Greece 

Biblical Studies: Asia Minor and Greece 

Quiz 

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. What is the geographical focus of this lecture, and what biblical books will be 

emphasized? 

2. What are the significant bodies of water surrounding Anatolia, and why are they 

important to the study of Paul’s missionary journeys? 

3. Name three important people groups/empires that controlled or used Anatolia as 

a corridor during the Old Testament and intertestamental periods. 

4. Identify three regions in the first century that are important to Paul's missionary 

journeys. 

5. Name four cities in Asia Minor/Greece that are important in the Book of Acts and 

briefly state why they are significant. 

6. Briefly describe the scope of Acts chapters 1-10, compared to the focus of the 

rest of the book. 

7. What is the significance of Antioch in Syria, and how does it relate to the spread 

of Christianity in the book of Acts? 

8. Describe the progression of Paul’s three missionary journeys, noting how they 

expanded geographically. 

9. What are some of the key architectural and historical sites in Athens and Corinth? 

10. How does the geographical location of Laodicea, near Hierapolis and Colossae, 

relate to the message in the Book of Revelation? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. The lecture focuses on Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) and Greece, with an 

emphasis on the journeys of Paul as recorded in the Book of Acts and the 

churches mentioned in the first three chapters of Revelation. 
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2. The Aegean Sea, Hellespont, Sea of Marmara, Bosporus Straits, and the Black Sea 

are significant. They impacted travel routes during Paul’s journeys, presenting 

geographical obstacles that shaped his routes. 

3. The Hittites, the Persians, and the Greeks all controlled or used Anatolia as a 

corridor. The Hittites made treaties in the Old Testament, the Persians used it to 

move to Greece, and the Greeks later moved east through Anatolia. 

4. Galatia, Asia, and Achaia were key regions. Galatia was the location of some early 

churches, Asia was where Paul was initially prevented from going, and Achaia 

refers to the region of Greece, including Corinth. 

5. Antioch in Syria was the third largest city in the Roman Empire where believers 

were first called Christians. Ephesus was the location of one of Paul's letters, the 

church mentioned in Revelation and a place where Paul spent time. Philippi was 

named after Philip of Macedonia, and is where Paul crossed into Macedonia. 

Corinth was strategically located on the Isthmus between the Peloponnesian 

Peninsula and Greece, serving as an important trade hub. 

6. Acts chapters 1-10 focus on the spread of the gospel within the land of Israel, 

including to Samaria, and among Hellenistic Jewish communities. The remainder 

of Acts, after chapter 10, details the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth, 

starting with the journeys outside the land. 

7. Antioch in Syria was a major Roman center and a key city in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, the place where believers were first called Christians and from 

where Paul's missionary journeys began. 

8. The first journey is relatively small, primarily in Cyprus and Galatia. The second 

expands through Anatolia to Macedonia and down to Greece. The third revisits 

earlier places and spends extended time in Ephesus before Paul travels to 

Jerusalem and then Rome. 

9. In Athens, the Acropolis with the Parthenon and Areopagus (Mars Hill), where 

Paul preached, are significant. In Corinth, the strategic location on the isthmus, 

the bema (judgment platform), and the Temple of Apollo stand out as important 

places. 

10. Laodicea's location between the hot springs of Hierapolis and the source of cool 

water coming from the mountains makes the church’s description as "lukewarm" 

a poignant metaphor for the spiritual indifference of the church. 



9 
 

Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the geographical and historical factors that influenced the spread of 

Christianity in Asia Minor and Greece during the first century, as presented in the 

Book of Acts. How did these factors facilitate or impede the message of the 

gospel? 

2. Compare and contrast the importance of Antioch, Ephesus, and Corinth in the 

context of Paul's missionary journeys and the growth of early Christianity. Discuss 

their distinct roles and how they contributed to the overall expansion of the 

church. 

3. Discuss the significance of the seven churches of Revelation (Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea) in the context of their 

historical and geographical locations. How do these locations connect to the 

messages in Revelation chapters 2 and 3? 

4. Explore how the lecture uses archaeological evidence, such as the inscription in 

Corinth or the theater in Ephesus, to enhance our understanding of the Book of 

Acts and the cultural contexts of early Christianity. 

5. How did the Roman Empire, and its culture, including architectural styles and 

political organization, influence the development and expression of early 

Christianity in the areas covered in this lecture? 

Glossary 

Anatolia: A large peninsula in Western Asia, making up the majority of modern-day 

Turkey, also known as Asia Minor.  

 

Aegean Sea: A body of water located between the western shore of Asia Minor and 

Greece, an important route for early Christian travelers.  

 

Hellespont: A narrow strait, now called the Dardanelles, that connects the Aegean Sea 

to the Sea of Marmara and is a gateway from Anatolia to Europe.  

 

Isthmus: A narrow strip of land connecting two larger landmasses, such as the one in 

Corinth, which serves as an important land route.  

 

Galatia: A region in central Anatolia, where several early churches were established by 

Paul. 
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 Asia: A Roman province in western Anatolia, where Paul was initially forbidden to go on 

his second missionary journey but later spent time on the third journey.  

 

Achaia: The Roman name for the region of Greece, including the Peloponnese and 

mainland Greece.  

 

Antioch in Syria: A major city in the Roman Empire, significant as the place where 

believers were first called Christians and from where Paul's journeys began.  

 

Ephesus: A major city in Asia Minor, home to a church that received a letter from Paul 

and one of the churches mentioned in Revelation.  

 

Corinth: A strategically located city on the isthmus connecting Greece, important for 

trade and the location of a church founded by Paul.  

 

Macedonia: A region in northern Greece where Paul traveled during his second 

missionary journey.  

 

Thessalonica: A city in Macedonia where Paul established a church, and the recipient of 

two of his letters.  

 

Berea: A city near Thessalonica, known in the book of Acts for its inhabitants who 

searched the scriptures to verify Paul’s teachings.  

 

Acropolis: A fortified hilltop in Athens, site of the Parthenon and various other 

important buildings.  

 

Areopagus (Mars Hill): A rocky outcrop in Athens, where Paul delivered a notable 

sermon on the "unknown god".  

 

Bema: An elevated platform or podium in Corinth, where judgments were issued or 

decrees proclaimed.  

 

Hierapolis: A nearby city to Laodicea, known for its hot springs.  
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Laodicea: One of the seven churches of Revelation, critiqued for being "lukewarm," and 

located between a source of hot and cold water.  

 

Colossae: A city near Laodicea where Paul wrote a letter, and a place mentioned in the 

book of Colossians. 
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5. FAQs on Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies,  

Session 11, Asia Minor and Greece, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ: Asia Minor and Greece in Biblical Context 

• What is the primary focus of this session in the context of Biblical Studies? This 

session shifts the focus from the "land between" (Mesopotamia and Egypt) to the 

Eastern Mediterranean, specifically Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) and Greece. 

The goal is to examine the journeys of Paul as described in the Book of Acts, as 

well as the significance of the locations mentioned in the first three chapters of 

Revelation. The geographical and historical context of these areas is crucial to 

understanding the expansion of Christianity in the first century. 

• What are the key bodies of water surrounding Anatolia (Asia Minor), and why 

are they significant? Key bodies of water include the Mediterranean Sea, the 

Aegean Sea (separating Asia Minor from Greece), the Hellespont (a crucial strait 

connecting to Greece), the Sea of Marmara, the Bosporus Straits, and the Black 

Sea. These bodies of water are important because they were either routes for 

travel or obstacles that Paul and other missionaries had to navigate. They also 

represent geographical boundaries between regions. 

• What are some important geographical features of Anatolia, besides bodies of 

water? Anatolia's topography includes the Pontic Mountains in the north, the 

Taurus Mountains in the south and east, a central raised plateau, Mount Ararat, 

and rivers that drain north or west. These features significantly shaped travel 

routes and the location of cities and settlements in the region and impacted the 

movement of peoples and empires over the centuries. 

• What are some of the major historical empires and people groups that 

controlled or influenced Anatolia? The Hittite Empire is an early one that 

interacted significantly with Egypt and the near east as a whole. Later the area 

was home to various people groups like the Phrygians and Thracians, as well as 

ruled by the Old Assyrian Empire. Later, the Persians (Darius, Xerxes) used 

Anatolia as a corridor to Greece. Afterward, the Greeks (Philip of Macedon, 

Alexander the Great) and then the Romans expanded east across Anatolia. 

Understanding this history provides insight into the political and cultural 

landscape of the region in the biblical period. 
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• What are some key regions and provinces mentioned in the first century in Asia 

Minor and Greece? Important regions and provinces during the first century 

included Cyprus, Galatia, Asia (a region on the western coast of Anatolia), 

Macedonia, and Achaia (Greece). These are significant as locations of early 

churches and places where Paul traveled to preach the gospel. Understanding 

these regional divisions is crucial to following the journeys of Paul as described in 

the book of Acts. 

• What are some of the important cities in Asia Minor and Greece, and why are 

they significant? Key cities include Antioch in Syria (where believers were first 

called Christians), Ephesus (a major city, the recipient of a letter from Paul, and a 

church in Revelation), Colossae, Sardis, Troas (where Paul crossed into 

Macedonia), Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth (a strategic city on 

the isthmus). These cities are important because they are the centers of the 

spread of Christianity, are connected to specific events in the book of Acts, and 

contain the early churches of the New Testament and the book of Revelation. 

• How does the Book of Acts describe the spread of the gospel, and what role 

does the area of Asia Minor and Greece play in that spread? The Book of Acts 

traces the gospel's progression from Jerusalem to Rome. Chapters 1-10 focus on 

the gospel in the land of Israel, while after chapter 11 it moves outwards to 

Antioch in Syria. The missionary journeys of Paul take him to Cyprus, Galatia, 

Macedonia, and Achaia, highlighting how the gospel moved outwards from the 

land of Israel, reaching the wider Roman Empire and beyond. This expansion 

showcases the Holy Spirit's power in propelling the Christian message across 

geographical and cultural boundaries. Asia Minor and Greece are thus vital in 

understanding the growth of the church in the first century. 
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• What is the significance of the seven churches mentioned in Revelation 

chapters 1-3 in the context of Asia Minor, and what are some examples of how 

the archaeological record illuminates this passage? The seven churches in 

Revelation are located in Asia Minor and include Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. These churches each had their own 

unique characteristics and challenges. For example, archaeological findings at 

Pergamum, including the foundations of the altar of Zeus and evidence of a 

healing cult of Asclepius, help contextualize the messages in Revelation. The hot 

springs of Hierapolis in combination with the aqueducts bringing cold water to 

Laodicea illuminates the imagery of the Laodicean church being neither hot nor 

cold and therefore lukewarm. This blend of archaeological evidence and biblical 

text further enriches our understanding of this important region. 


