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Dr. Elaine Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, 

Session 6, Jerusalem 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 6, 

Jerusalem, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Elaine Phillips' lecture on the geography of Jerusalem traces the city's history from 

its origins to the New Testament era. The lecture incorporates biblical texts, 

archaeological findings, and topographical details to illustrate Jerusalem's development. 

Specific locations like the City of David, the Temple Mount, and various valleys are 

examined in relation to their historical significance. The lecture also explores the 

cultural and religious aspects of Jerusalem's different quarters and its water systems, 

highlighting key figures such as King Hezekiah and Herod the Great. Finally, the lecture 

connects these historical accounts to the events surrounding Jesus' ministry, death, and 

resurrection. 

2.  17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 6 –  

Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Introduction to Biblical Studies).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes, ideas, and facts 

from Dr. Elaine Phillips' "Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 6: Jerusalem, from Sinai 

to Zion," incorporating quotes where relevant: 

Briefing Document: Jerusalem - From Sinai to Zion 

Introduction 

This session focuses on the geographical, historical, and theological significance of 

Jerusalem, transitioning from the giving of the Torah at Sinai to the establishment of 

Jerusalem as a central place of worship. Dr. Phillips emphasizes that Jerusalem was 

chosen by God as the place for His presence, fulfilling Deuteronomy 12. The lecture 

explores the city's topography, its history from the Old Testament through the New 

Testament period, and the archaeological discoveries that enrich our understanding of 

this significant location. 

Key Themes & Ideas 

1. Jerusalem's Strategic Location: 

• Jerusalem sits on the boundary between Judah and Benjamin. Dr. Phillips states, 

"Here it is right on the edge, right on the edge of the boundary between Judah on 

the one hand and Benjamin just to the north." This is significant in understanding 

David's choice of Jerusalem as a unifying capital. 

• Despite not being on a prominent hilltop, the city’s strategic importance was tied 

to its water source, the Gihon Spring. 

1. Theological Importance of Jerusalem (Zion): 

• Jerusalem, often referred to as Zion, is established as the place where God has 

chosen to dwell. As Psalm 76:2 says, "His abode has been established in Salem, 

his dwelling place in Zion." 

• The Psalms frequently reference Jerusalem, highlighting its importance as a place 

of God's presence, protection, and judgment. For example, Psalm 48 encourages 

the people to "Walk about Zion. Go all about it. Count its towers. Consider well its 

ramparts. Go through its citadels..." 
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• The city is also seen as a place of God's compassion, as described in Psalm 102, 

"You will arise and have compassion on Zion...Her stones are dear to your 

servants. Her very dust moves them to pity." 

1. Topography of Jerusalem: 

• Valleys: The lecture outlines three key valleys: the Kidron Valley, the Hinnom 

Valley (also known as Gehenna in the New Testament), and the Central Valley 

(Tyropean Valley). The valleys are key to understanding the city's defenses and 

water sources. The name Tyropean is linked to the presence of workers from Tyre, 

"perhaps this name... means folks who are workers from Tyre that came in here, 

engaged, among other things, in the fish trade." 

• Hills: Key hills mentioned include the City of David (lower, focused around the 

Gihon Spring), the Ophel (a higher area north of the City of David), the Temple 

Mount (Mount Moriah), and the Western Hill (later expanded to house a growing 

population). The Mount of Olives is also mentioned, important in the New 

Testament. 

• Water Source: The Gihon Spring is a vital element, and the city’s development 

revolves around its protection. “There was a spring there. We'll come back to the 

dotted line a little bit later on.” 

1. Historical Development of Jerusalem: 

• Early City: The city was originally inhabited by Jebusites, a point that highlights 

David’s act of conquest. 

• David's Capture: David captured the city and made it the capital of a unified 

Israel, "intentionally moves his capital to a place that will effect more political 

unity." He accessed the city through the Tzinor, possibly an existing water system 

or tunnel. 

• Solomon's Temple: Solomon built the first temple on Mount Moriah as planned 

by David. 

• Hezekiah's Tunnel: During the Assyrian siege, King Hezekiah constructed a tunnel 

to bring water from the Gihon Spring into the city, protecting it from the enemy. 

As the lecture states, "Hezekiah stopped up water sources outside of 

Jerusalem...but he brought the water from the spring through to a place where 

they would have access to it.” The Siloam Inscription was cited, describing how 

the tunnel was built from each end until the workers met. 
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• Hezekiah also built a wall to protect the growing population on the Western Hill. 

"You tore down houses in order to build this wall.” 

• Second Temple Period: The Second Temple was rebuilt after the Babylonian exile, 

with major expansions during the Herodian period. 

• Herod’s Temple: Herod the Great significantly expanded the Temple Mount 

platform and rebuilt the temple, influenced by Roman Augustan culture. The 

temple was immense, and “Herod's engineers were expanding, really expanding 

the Temple Mount." 

• Roman Destruction: The city and the Temple were destroyed by the Romans in 70 

AD following a Jewish revolt. 

1. Archaeological Significance: 

• City of David: Excavations reveal monumental structures, possibly from David’s 

palace, and the Gihon Spring's protective infrastructure. The lecture points to the 

area where a “large stone structure... the monumental buildings that were 

found... are probably David's palatial structure.” 

• Hezekiah’s Tunnel and the Siloam Inscription: The tunnel itself is a testament to 

Hezekiah’s preparation, and the Siloam Inscription corroborates the biblical 

account of its creation. 

• Hezekiah’s Seal & Isaiah’s Seal: These bullae, or seal impressions, found near the 

Ophel, provide tangible evidence of the historical figures mentioned in the Old 

Testament. "As they were doing some wet sifting... they came across this very 

interesting seal impression... belonging to Hezekiah." 

• Herodian Jerusalem: Archaeology has revealed portions of the Herodian temple 

complex, including the Western Wall, the remains of Robinson’s Arch, and the 

first-century street level. 

• Pools: The Pools of Bethesda and Siloam are described as they were in the first 

century, including their archaeological context of first century structures. The 

Siloam Pool was the place from which ritual water was gathered for the Feast of 

Tabernacles. 

1. New Testament Jerusalem: 

• Temple Mount: The lecture highlights the Temple Mount as the central focus of 

Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. 
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• Fortress of Antonia: The Roman fortress, located next to the temple, 

demonstrates the political control of the Romans, ensuring stability during 

festivals. 

• Herod’s Palace: Herod’s palace on the Western side of the city was another major 

building from the Herodian period. 

• Miracles: The miracles of Jesus, such as the healing at the Pool of Bethesda and 

the Pool of Siloam, are tied to the geography of the city. The Pool of Siloam was 

connected by a step street to the Temple Mount, which allows the audience to 

imagine the blind man who was told to walk to the pool to be healed. “Now, until 

about 2004, people were visiting after many of them walked through Hezekiah's 

Tunnel. ... as the municipality of Hezekiah was doing some sewer work, they 

discovered another pool, which very clearly dates back to the first century.” 

• Last Week of Jesus: The lecture traces the final hours of Jesus’ life through the 

Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher, a place thought by some to be his tomb and place of the resurrection. 

Conclusion: 

Jerusalem is a city with profound historical, theological, and geographical significance. 

Dr. Phillips' lecture weaves together biblical narratives, archaeological discoveries, and 

topographical details to provide a rich and comprehensive understanding of this pivotal 

location. The session emphasizes Jerusalem's transition from a relatively small city to a 

major religious and political center, revealing how its physical location was tied to the 

promises of God to his people. The lecture concludes by suggesting the listener consider, 

“whose kingdom are we building?” 

This briefing document provides a comprehensive overview of the key themes and ideas 

discussed in Dr. Phillips' lecture. It can serve as a useful reference for further study and 

discussion. 

  



6 
 

4.  Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 6,  

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem: From Sinai to Zion - Study Guide 

Quiz 

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. According to the lecture, what is the significance of Jerusalem's location on the 

border between Judah and Benjamin? 

2. What are the four quarters of the Old City of Jerusalem and what is each known 

for? 

3. Briefly describe the Kidron and Hinnom valleys. What is the New Testament name 

for the Hinnom Valley? 

4. Why is the Gihon Spring important to the City of David? 

5. What were the main reasons for Hezekiah's construction of the tunnel? 

6. Explain how David may have initially captured Jerusalem. 

7. What is the significance of the Salome inscription? 

8. What was the impact of Herod the Great on the city of Jerusalem? 

9. What were some of the important features of the Temple Mount in the time of 

Jesus? 

10. Describe the significance of the Pool of Siloam in both the Old Testament and the 

New Testament. 

Answer Key 

1. Jerusalem's location on the border of Judah and Benjamin made it a politically 

neutral site that David could capture to establish as his capital, uniting the tribes 

of Israel and the remnants of Saul's followers. 

2. The four quarters of Jerusalem's Old City are the Armenian, Christian, Muslim, 

and Jewish quarters. The Armenian quarter is centered around St. James, the 

Christian quarter around the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Muslim quarter 

with the Dome of the Rock, and the Jewish quarter with the Western Wall. 
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3. The Kidron Valley is located on the eastern side of the city and the Hinnom Valley 

runs along the southern and western sides. The Hinnom Valley is also called 

Gehenna in the New Testament. 

4. The Gihon Spring is important because it was the primary water source for the 

City of David, which was built around it for this reason. 

5. Hezekiah built the tunnel to ensure that Jerusalem would have access to water 

during the Assyrian siege, depriving the besieging army of this vital resource, and 

creating a protected supply of water. 

6. David and his forces likely entered the city via existing underground water 

systems and tunnels to bypass the defenses, surprising the Jebusite inhabitants of 

the city. 

7. The Salome Inscription records the construction of Hezekiah's Tunnel, verifying 

that the tunnel was constructed with workers starting at both ends and meeting 

in the middle, helping scholars to better understand the construction process. 

8. Herod the Great greatly expanded the Temple Mount and undertook various 

construction projects in the city, leaving his architectural footprints and reflecting 

Augustan culture, but making his motivations and goals politically driven, rather 

than being related to religious purposes. 

9. The Temple Mount had the Temple itself, the Fortress of Antonia, the Pool of 

Bethesda, and Solomon's Portico and Royal Stoa. The Roman presence in the 

Fortress of Antonia was significant, and there was a high priest's complex as well. 

10. The Pool of Siloam was the destination of water coming through Hezekiah's 

Tunnel. In the New Testament, Jesus healed a blind man by telling him to wash in 

it. It was also the location from which water was drawn for ritual during the Feast 

of Tabernacles. 
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Essay Questions 

Instructions: Respond to the following essay questions using the source material 

provided. 

1. Discuss the significance of Jerusalem's topography (hills, valleys, water sources) in 

relation to the city’s defense and religious importance, using specific examples 

from the Psalms and Old Testament history. 

2. Analyze the interplay of political, religious, and cultural influences on Jerusalem 

during the Second Temple period, drawing on examples such as Herod’s building 

projects and the Roman presence. 

3. Explore the evolution of Jerusalem's water management systems from the Gihon 

Spring to the pools of Siloam and Bethesda, and relate this evolution to the city's 

growth and defense. 

4. Compare and contrast the significance of Jerusalem in the Old Testament with its 

significance in the New Testament, referencing specific events, people, and places 

discussed in the lecture. 

5. Using archaeological findings discussed in the lecture, analyze how this data has 

impacted our understanding of historical events in Jerusalem. 
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Glossary 

Adumbrations: Foreshadowings or vague indications of something to come. 

Augustan Culture: The culture of the Roman Empire during the reign of Augustus, 

characterized by grand building projects and an emphasis on order and imperial 

authority. 

Bulla (pl. Bullae): A clay or metal seal used to authenticate documents. 

Central Valley (Tyropean Valley): A valley in Jerusalem that separates the City of David 

from the Western Hill; sometimes referred to as the Tyropean Valley, although this name 

is disputed. 

City of David: The original area of settlement in Jerusalem, located on a low-lying hill 

south of the Temple Mount, associated with the reign of King David. 

Fortress of Antonia: A Roman fortress located adjacent to the Temple Mount in 

Jerusalem. 

Gehenna: The Greek name for the Valley of Hinnom; in the New Testament, it came to 

symbolize hell. 

Gihon Spring: The primary water source for ancient Jerusalem, located in the Kidron 

Valley. 

Hasmoneans: A Jewish dynasty that ruled over Judea for about a century, descendants 

of the Maccabees. 

Hezekiah’s Tunnel: A tunnel constructed in the 8th century BCE to channel water from 

the Gihon Spring to the Pool of Siloam. 

Herodian Period: The period during which King Herod the Great ruled over Judea, 

known for significant building projects. 

Hinnom Valley: A valley on the south and west side of Jerusalem, later associated with 

Gehenna. 

Jebusites: The Canaanite inhabitants of Jerusalem before it was captured by King David. 

Kidron Valley: A valley on the east side of Jerusalem, separating the city from the Mount 

of Olives. 

Mount Moriah: The location where Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac, identified as the site 

of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 
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Mount of Olives: A mountain ridge located east of Jerusalem, significant in both the Old 

and New Testaments. 

Ophel: An area located just north of the City of David, before the Temple Mount. 

Pool of Bethesda: A pool located near the Temple Mount during the New Testament 

period, associated with healing. 

Pool of Siloam: A pool at the southern end of Jerusalem, where the water from 

Hezekiah's Tunnel flowed to, significant in the New Testament for a miracle of healing. 

Robinson's Arch: An archway found near the southwest corner of the Temple Mount, 

used to access the Temple platform. 

Salome Inscription: An inscription found in Hezekiah's Tunnel that documents its 

construction. 

Soreg: A fence or barrier surrounding the Temple complex that marked the boundary for 

Gentiles. 

Spring Pool: A reservoir carved into the bedrock near the Gihon Spring for collecting 

water. 

Temple Mount: The elevated platform in Jerusalem where the Jewish temple was 

located. 

Western Hill: An elevated and larger area of Jerusalem, where the city expanded in the 

time of Hezekiah. 

Zion: A term often used synonymously with Jerusalem and sometimes referring 

specifically to the City of David and the Temple Mount. 
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5. FAQs on Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies,  

Session 6, Jerusalem, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about Jerusalem in Biblical Times 

1. Why is Jerusalem considered a pivotal location in biblical history, and how does 

it relate to the events at Sinai? Jerusalem is central because it's the place God 

chose for His dwelling, as prophesied in Deuteronomy 12. The lecture connects 

the giving of the Torah at Sinai to the establishment of God's presence in 

Jerusalem (Zion). This transition signifies a movement from divine law being 

revealed at a mountain to divine presence being established in a specific city. The 

significance of this place as God's dwelling is echoed in the Psalms, as well as its 

role in the Old and New Testaments. 

2. What is the significance of Jerusalem's location on the border between Judah 

and Benjamin? Jerusalem's location on the border between the tribes of Judah 

and Benjamin was strategically important when King David moved the capital 

there. By establishing a capital in this “neutral” territory, David aimed to create 

political unity. It was not part of either tribe’s territory, allowing it to serve as a 

unifying point for both. This move effectively bridged the historical divisions 

between the followers of Saul (Benjamin) and David's initial base in Judah, 

promoting a more cohesive nation. 

3. How is the Old City of Jerusalem structured and what are the major cultural 

quarters within its walls? The Old City is a walled area with divisions established 

during the Ottoman Empire, notably in the 1500s by Sultan Suleiman. It's divided 

into four cultural quarters: the Armenian Quarter, centered around St. James 

Church; the Christian Quarter, focused on the Church of the Holy Sepulcher; the 

Muslim Quarter, with the Dome of the Rock; and the Jewish Quarter, marked by 

the Western Wall. Each of these quarters has a "magnet" or central site that 

draws the population. These boundaries are somewhat porous, but the divisions 

are helpful for understanding the city’s diverse religious and cultural history. 
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4. What are the key geographical features of Jerusalem, such as its hills and 

valleys, and how did these features influence its development? Jerusalem is 

characterized by several valleys, including the Kidron Valley, Hinnom Valley 

(Gehenna), and the Central Valley (also known as the Tyropean Valley). It also sits 

amongst several hills, with the City of David being lower than the surrounding 

hills. The presence of the Gihon Spring, the city’s primary water source, 

influenced the initial settlement of Jerusalem. The topography is further reflected 

in the Psalms and understanding the hills and valleys helps in contextualizing 

these writings. The expansion of the city to the Western Hill occurred due to 

population growth, especially during Hezekiah’s reign. 

5. What was the significance of the Gihon Spring, and how did Hezekiah's actions 

ensure a water supply during the Assyrian siege? The Gihon Spring was critical to 

Jerusalem as it provided the city's water. Hezekiah, facing an Assyrian siege, 

stopped up water sources outside of the city to prevent the enemy's access. He 

also constructed Hezekiah's Tunnel, which diverted the water from the spring 

through bedrock to the Pool of Siloam within the city walls. This ensured the 

population had access to a water supply, and that the enemy did not. The Siloam 

inscription confirms this event, revealing that two teams worked from opposite 

ends to carve this 500m long tunnel through solid bedrock. 

6. How did King Herod the Great's building projects impact the city of Jerusalem 

during the New Testament period? Herod the Great significantly transformed 

Jerusalem by expanding the Temple Mount, building a new temple in an Augustan 

style, constructing the Fortress of Antonia, and creating a massive palace in the 

west of the city. His architectural ambition made the Temple Mount into a much 

larger platform, as he sought to establish a culturally impressive Jerusalem to 

follow the pattern of imperial Rome. These building projects defined the 

landscape of the city as it existed during Jesus' time and provide a good lens to 

observe the social and political climate of this period. 
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7. What role did the Pool of Bethesda and the Pool of Siloam play in Jesus' 

ministry in Jerusalem, and what archaeological discoveries have been made 

regarding these sites? The Pool of Bethesda, known as a place of healing (and 

near where a Roman cult was practiced) is where Jesus healed a paralytic in John 

5. The Pool of Siloam, located further south in the city and fed by the Gihon 

Spring, is where Jesus sent a blind man to be healed in John 9. Archaeological 

evidence, discovered in the early 2000s, revealed a Pool of Siloam dating to the 

first century, confirming biblical accounts. These locations, along with the 

archaeological evidence, highlight the setting of Jesus' miracles and their 

Messianic significance as alluded to in Isaiah. 

8. How do recent archaeological findings, like those relating to Hezekiah and the 

City of David, contribute to our understanding of biblical Jerusalem? Recent 

findings, such as Eilat Mazar's work in the City of David, the monumental 

structures found there, and the bullae of Hezekiah and possibly Isaiah, give us 

tangible connections to biblical characters and events. The discovery of the broad 

wall built in Hezekiah's time in the western section of Jerusalem, confirms the 

expansion of the city. These finds not only corroborate the historical accounts but 

also give us valuable insights into the daily life, infrastructure, and political 

context of biblical times. 


