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1. Abstract of Peterson, Johannine Theology, Session 18,
Salvation: Eternal Life, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Robert A. Peterson's lecture on Johannine Theology, specifically Session 18, focuses
on salvation as eternal life in the Gospel of John. Peterson highlights that eternal life is
presented early in John and is intertwined with themes of light. He explains that in John,
the Greek word zoe consistently refers to eternal life, originating in the Logos and given
through belief in the Son. The lecture explores passages like John 3 and 4 to illustrate
how this eternal life is a present possession for believers and contrasts with the
condemnation of unbelievers. Peterson emphasizes that eternal life involves knowing
God and the Son, and that the signs recorded in John aim to lead to belief in Jesus as the
Christ and Son of God, granting this life.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Peterson, Johannine Theology, Session 18 — Double click
icon to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament = Gospels = John).

Peterson_JnTheolo
gy_Sessionl18.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Peterson, Johannine Theology,
Session 18, Salvation: Eternal Life

Briefing Document: Dr. Robert A. Peterson on Johannine Theology - Salvation, Eternal
Life

Overview:

This briefing document summarizes the key themes and important ideas presented by
Dr. Robert A. Peterson in Session 18 of his teachings on Johannine Theology, focusing on
the concept of salvation as eternal life in the Gospel of John. Peterson emphasizes the
pervasive nature of this theme throughout the Gospel, beginning in the prologue and
extending through Jesus' interactions and pronouncements. He highlights the nature of
eternal life, its source in the Logos (the Word, Jesus Christ), how it is attained through
belief, its present and future dimensions, and the contrast with the consequences of

unbelief. Peterson also touches upon related concepts like the deity of Christ, the nature
of God's love and judgment, and the purpose of the signs in John's Gospel.

Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Eternal Life as a Central Theme:

e Peterson establishes that salvation in the Gospel of John is predominantly
presented as "Eternal Life," a concept introduced in the prologue (John 1:4).

e He notes the intertwining of "life" (zoe in Greek) and "light" in John's writings,
with every instance of zoe referring to Eternal Life.

e "In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." (John 1:4)
2. The Source of Eternal Life in the Logos (Jesus Christ):

o Eternal Life resided in the Word (Logos) from the beginning, making Christ the
life-giver and the source of all created life (John 1:3-4).

e "In Him was life." (John 1:4)

e The Logos, as the second person of the Trinity, is identified as the Son and the
Light.

e The Light coming into the world signifies Jesus revealing God, now "savingly"
illuminating sinners.



3. Attaining Eternal Life Through Belief:

John 3:14-16 is highlighted as a key passage where belief in the Son leads to
eternal life, contrasting with perishing (eternal conscious punishment).

"Whoever believes in Him may have eternal life." (John 3:15)
"Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)

Eternal life is presented as a gift from the "life-giver," the incarnate Word.

4. Present Possession of Eternal Life (Realized Eschatology):

John's Gospel emphasizes the "already" dimension of eternal life for believers
(John 3:36).

"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life now."

Disobedience to the Son is equated with rejecting the gospel and results in not
seeing life and the wrath of God remaining.

Peterson notes that while there is a future aspect to eternal life, John's emphasis
is on its present reality for believers.

5. The Qualitative Nature of Eternal Life:

Eternal life is not just about endless existence but about a specific quality of life —
knowing the Father and the Son (John 17:3).

"This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent." (John 17:3)

It is a relational concept, involving knowing God and having the life of God within
oneself.

6. The Significance of Jesus' Encounters:

The contrasting encounters with Nicodemus (a respected Jewish leader) and the
Samaritan woman illustrate God's humbling of the proud and raising of the
humble.

The Samaritan woman, despite her disreputable background, becomes an
evangelist leading others to believe in Jesus as the "savior of the world."

Jesus' offer of "living water" to the Samaritan woman is a metaphor for the
spiritual gift that leads to eternal life.



"Whoever drinks of the water | will give him will never be thirsty again. The water
that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
(John 4:14)

7. Jesus as the Life-Giver and His Deity:

John 5:21 explicitly states, "As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so
also the Son gives life to whom he will," underscoring the Son's role as the life-
giver and affirming his deity.

Hearing Jesus' word and believing in him is equated with believing in the Father
and possessing eternal life (John 5:24).

Jesus' words are so closely associated with eternal life that they can be described
as "spirit and they are life" (John 6:63), a metonymy.

8. Resurrection and Judgment:

While there will be a future, physical resurrection (John 5:28-29), John also
emphasizes a present spiritual resurrection, a passing from death to life through
belief in Jesus' word (John 5:24).

The Father has given all judgment to the Son (John 5:22).

Unbelievers are condemned already (John 3:18), and God's wrath remains on
them (John 3:36). This wrath has a present and a future dimension.

9. God's Love, Election, and Universal Lordship:

John 3:16 highlights God's love for the world as the motivation for sending His
Son.

While the Son has authority over "all flesh" to give eternal life to those the Father
has given him (John 17:2), eternal life is also offered to "whosoever believes."
Peterson emphasizes the need to hold these biblical teachings in tension.

10. The Purpose of the Signs in John's Gospel:

The signs performed by Jesus, recorded by John, are written "so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name." (John 20:31)

Peterson discusses the nature of these signs and whether the resurrection itself
should be considered the ultimate sign. He leans towards Kostenberger's view
that the resurrection is the substance to which the signs point.



The Gospel of John is presented as a carefully selected and deeply theological
account of Jesus' life and ministry.

Quotes:

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." (John 1:4)

"Whoever believes in Him may have eternal life." (John 3:15)

"Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)
"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life now." (Based on John 3:36)

"This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent." (John 17:3)

"Whoever drinks of the water | will give him will never be thirsty again. The water
that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
(John 4:14)

"As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to
whom he will." (John 5:21)

"...my words are spirit and they are life." (John 6:63)

"...so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name." (John 20:31)

Conclusion:

Dr. Peterson's lecture provides a comprehensive overview of salvation as eternal life in

Johannine Theology. He meticulously traces the theme from its introduction in the
prologue, demonstrating how it is intertwined with the identity and work of Jesus Christ.
The lecture highlights that eternal life is not merely future existence but a present reality
for believers, characterized by a relationship with God the Father and the Son. Peterson
also addresses the tension between God's sovereignty and human belief, the
significance of Jesus' miracles as signs pointing to his identity and the reality of
resurrection life, and the stark contrast between eternal life for believers and the abiding
wrath of God for those who do not obey the Son.



4. Study Guide: Peterson, Johannine Theology, Session 18,
Salvation: Eternal Life

Johannine Theology: Salvation and Eternal Life Study Guide
Quiz:

1. According to John 1:4, where was eternal life located? What was the relationship
between this eternal life and light?

2. Explain the significance of John 3:16 in relation to the concept of eternal life.
What contrast does the passage highlight regarding belief and unbelief?

3. How does the Gospel of John present eternal life in terms of a present possession
for believers? Provide an example from the text to support your answer.

4. According to Dr. Peterson, what does John 17:3 define as eternal life? Is this
definition solely quantitative or does it include a qualitative aspect?

5. Discuss the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman in John 4 in the
context of eternal life. What does the "living water" symbolize?

6. In what ways does John's Gospel emphasize the deity of Christ in relation to
giving life, as highlighted in John 5:21 and 5:247

7. Explain Dr. Peterson's interpretation of John 5:26 regarding the Father granting
the Son "life in himself." Does he see this primarily as relating to the pre-incarnate
or incarnate state of the Son?

8. According to John 20:30-31, what is the purpose of the signs recorded in the
Gospel of John? What is the ultimate goal of these signs in terms of the reader's
faith?

9. Dr. Peterson mentions a tension in Johannine theology regarding universal
lordship and election (referencing John 17:1-2 and the subsequent verses). Briefly
explain this tension as it relates to eternal life.

10.How does Dr. Peterson interpret the concept of "wrath" in John's Gospel,
particularly in relation to both the present and the future for those who do not
believe in the Son?

Answer Key:



. According to John 1:4, eternal life was in the Logos, or the Word. This life was also
the light of men, signifying that this eternal life brought revelation and
illumination to humanity.

. John 3:16 states that God gave His only Son so that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life. This passage contrasts perishing
(associated with eternal conscious punishment) with possessing eternal life
through belief in Jesus.

. John's Gospel presents eternal life as a present possession for believers, often
using phrases like "has eternal life" (e.g., John 3:36). This "realized eschatology"
emphasizes that believers experience a dimension of eternal life in the present.

. John 17:3 defines eternal life as knowing the Father, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom He has sent. This definition is not solely quantitative (lasting forever)
but also qualitative, emphasizing a relational knowledge of God.

. InJohn 4, the "living water" Jesus offers to the Samaritan woman symbolizes
spiritual life welling up to eternal life. It represents the eternal life that Jesus, as
the giver, can impart to those who believe in Him, transcending social and
religious barriers.

. John 5:21 explicitly states that as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,
so also the Son gives life to whom He will, clearly indicating the Son's divine
prerogative as a life-giver. John 5:24 further emphasizes this by stating that
whoever hears Jesus' word and believes in the Father has eternal life and has
passed from death to life.

. Dr. Peterson interprets John 5:26 as primarily referring to the incarnate Son being
granted life in himself by the Father as part of the plan and execution of the
incarnation. While acknowledging the eternal generation of the Son, he believes
this verse specifically addresses the incarnate Christ's inherent life-giving power.

. According to John 20:30-31, the signs recorded in the Gospel of John are written
so that the readers may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing they may have life in His name. The ultimate goal is to foster faith in
Jesus as the divine Messiah, leading to eternal life.

. The tension lies in the fact that while God has given the Son authority over all
flesh (suggesting a universal scope), this authority is specifically for the purpose
of giving eternal life to those whom the Father has given Him (pointing towards
election). Dr. Peterson highlights the need to hold both truths in balance.



10.Dr. Peterson understands "wrath" in John's Gospel as not solely a futuristic

concept but also something that "remains" on those who do not believe in the
Son in the present. This present wrath serves as a precursor and warning of a
greater eternal wrath to come, emphasizing the seriousness of unbelief.

Essay Format Questions:

1.

Explore the interconnectedness of "life" and "light" as theological themes in the
Gospel of John, drawing specifically from the prologue (John 1:1-18) and other
relevant passages discussed in the lecture.

Analyze Dr. Peterson's concept of "realized eschatology" in John's Gospel,
focusing on how the idea of eternal life as a present possession for believers is
presented and supported through specific examples from the text.

Discuss the significance of Jesus' interactions with Nicodemus (John 3) and the
Samaritan woman (John 4) in illustrating the nature and availability of eternal life
according to John's Gospel.

Examine the arguments presented in the lecture regarding the deity of Christ as
the life-giver in John's Gospel, referencing specific verses from John 5 and other
relevant passages.

Evaluate the purpose of the signs recorded in the Gospel of John (John 20:30-31)
in relation to the overarching theme of obtaining eternal life through belief in
Jesus Christ.



Glossary of Key Terms:

o Logos: (Greek) Often translated as "Word," referring to the divine, pre-existent
Son of God through whom all things were created and who became incarnate as
Jesus Christ (John 1:1-18).

e Zoe: (Greek) The specific word used for "life" in the Fourth Gospel that
consistently refers to eternal, divine life.

e Objective Genitive: A grammatical construction where the noun in the genitive
case receives the action of the verb or verbal noun. In John 1:4 ("the light of
men"), "of men" is an objective genitive, indicating that the light shines on
humankind.

e General Revelation: God's communication of Himself to all people through
creation and conscience, bearing witness to His existence and attributes
(referenced in relation to John 1:4).

o Realized Eschatology: The theological understanding that the blessings and
realities typically associated with the end times (eschaton) are already present
and experienced in the lives of believers in the current age.

o Metonymy: A figure of speech in which one word or phrase is substituted for
another with which it is closely associated (e.g., "the White House" referring to
the office of the President).

« Eternal Generation of the Son: The theological doctrine that the Son has
eternally existed as the Son of the Father, not created in time but eternally
begotten.

o Regeneration: The spiritual rebirth or renewal of a person's heart by the Holy
Spirit, resulting in new life in Christ and the reception of eternal life.

e Hyperbole: An exaggerated statement or claim not intended to be taken literally,
used for emphasis or effect.

o Election: God's sovereign choice in eternity past to save a particular people for
Himself.

o Economic/Functional Subordination (within the Trinity): The understanding that
while the persons of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) are equal in divine
nature, they have different roles and functions in God's plan of salvation and the
created order.
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5. FAQs on Peterson, Johannine Theology, Session 18,
Salvation: Eternal Life, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Johannine Theology: Salvation and Eternal Life

1. How does the Gospel of John present the concept of eternal life, and where is it first
introduced? The Gospel of John uniquely presents salvation primarily through the lens
of "eternal life" (Greek: zoe). This isn't merely endless existence, but the very life of God
imparted to believers. The concept is introduced in the prologue (John 1:4), stating, "In
Him was life, and the life was the light of men," identifying the Logos (the Word, Jesus
Christ) as the source and locus of this eternal life from the very beginning.

2. According to John, what is the relationship between Jesus (the Word, the Son) and
eternal life? John emphasizes that eternal life resides in and originates from Jesus Christ.
As the Logos, He was the agent of creation, and in Him was life. He is the life-giver, both
in terms of created physical life and, more importantly, eternal spiritual life. When Jesus,
the Light, comes into the world, He reveals God savingly and illuminates sinners, offering
them this eternal life through belief in Him.

3. How does John explain the process by which someone receives eternal life? What is
the key action required? John consistently states that eternal life is received through
believing in Jesus Christ. John 3:16 famously says, "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life."
This belief is not just intellectual assent but involves obedience to the Son (John 3:36).
Believing in Jesus is presented as the means by which one moves from spiritual darkness
and condemnation to light and eternal life, a present possession for believers.

4. What is the contrast presented in John regarding those who believe and those who
do not in relation to eternal life and God's wrath? John presents a stark contrast: those
who believe in the Son have eternal life as a present reality, while those who do not
obey the Son will not see life, and the wrath of God remains on them. This wrath is not
solely a future event but has an "already" dimension in John's eschatology. Unbelievers
are considered condemned already (John 3:18), and the abiding wrath is a precursor to a
greater eternal judgment. Eternal life is the opposite of perishing, which ultimately
refers to eternal conscious punishment.
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5. How does the encounter with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman illustrate
different aspects of receiving eternal life? The encounters highlight that eternal life is
not dependent on social status, religious background, or moral standing. Nicodemus, a
respected Jewish leader, needed to be born again (John 3), indicating that even the
religiously devout are far from the kingdom without this transformation. The Samaritan
woman, an outcast with a questionable past, receives the offer of "living water" (eternal
life, John 4), demonstrating that God's gift is available to all who believe, humbling the
proud and exalting the lowly.

6. What does John 17:3 reveal about the nature of eternal life? Is it solely about
duration? John 17:3 defines eternal life as "this is eternal life, that they know you the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." This reveals that eternal life is not
merely quantitative (lasting forever) but also qualitative and relational. It involves a
personal and intimate knowing of God the Father and Jesus Christ. This knowing is a
present reality for believers.

7. What role do Jesus' words and signs play in conveying eternal life according to the
Gospel of John? Jesus' words are so closely associated with eternal life that they can be
referred to as "spirit and life" (John 6:63). They bear the message of eternal life and have
the power to regenerate those who hear and believe. The signs (miracles) performed by
Jesus were selective and are recorded so that people might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing, they might have life in His name (John
20:30-31, 1:3-4). These signs point towards the ultimate reality of resurrection and the
life it brings.

8. How does the concept of "knowing" God and Jesus relate to the idea of a "religion"
versus a "relationship" in the context of eternal life? While the Bible acknowledges the
existence of religion and its practices (James 1:26-27), John emphasizes that eternal life
is fundamentally about a relational knowing of God the Father and Jesus Christ (John
17:3). This "knowing" permeates both Christian teaching (theology) and Christian
practice (religion). It's not simply about outward religious acts but about an inward,
personal relationship with the living God through His Son, Jesus Christ, which is the
essence of eternal life.



