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Dr. Cynthia Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14, 

Deuteronomy 31-34 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14, Deuteronomy 31-34, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Cynthia Parker's lecture covers the final chapters (31-34) of Deuteronomy, focusing 

on their role as a concluding "bookend" mirroring the introduction. Key themes 

explored include the re-emphasis of the law, Moses' final actions and death, the 

appointment of Joshua as successor, and the importance of remembering Israel's history 

through the Song of Moses. The lecture also discusses the public reading of the law and 

its historical precedents, comparing the enduring impact of songs to sermons, and 

highlighting the cyclical nature of Israel's relationship with God—from initial deliverance 

to potential apostasy and eventual restoration. Finally, the lecture emphasizes the 

importance of active faith and obedience. 

2.  22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Pentateuch → Deuteronomy).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14, 

Deuteronomy 31-34 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided excerpts of Dr. Cynthia Parker's lecture on Deuteronomy 31-34: 

Briefing Document: Deuteronomy 31-34 

Overview: This lecture by Dr. Cynthia Parker focuses on the final chapters of 

Deuteronomy (31-34), which serve as a "final bookend" to the book, echoing themes 

and ideas presented in the earlier chapters (1-4). The lecture emphasizes the importance 

of the law, the transition of leadership from Moses to Joshua, the inevitability of Israel's 

apostasy, and the significance of the Song of Moses as a tool for remembrance and 

faithfulness. It also explores the themes of God's faithfulness, the consequences of 

disobedience, the promise of restoration, and concludes with Moses' death and a final 

recap of the core principles of Deuteronomy. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

1. Bookends and Repetition: 

• Deuteronomy 31-34 acts as a "final bookend" to the book, mirroring the themes 

and structures of chapters 1-4. 

• The final chapters include a historical overview (similar to the beginning of the 

book), an emphasis on the law and Joshua, a recognition of future apostasy, and a 

return to the themes of the law and Joshua. 

• The repetition of certain themes, such as God as warrior and the mentioning of 

Og and Sihon, links the end of the book to its beginning. 

• The "bookends" frame the core of Deuteronomy (chapters 5-30), which focus on 

the law. 

1. Emphasis on the Law: 

• The law is central to Deuteronomy, providing the foundation for a fulfilled life in 

the promised land. It is not just a set of rules, but a guide for living in relationship 

with God. 

• Moses writes down the law, transitioning from an oral tradition to a written 

record ("Moses wrote this law"). The specific contents of this written law are a 

subject of scholarly debate. 
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• The Law must be publicly read at the Feast of Booths every seven years. This 

reading is not just for knowledge, but to remind the people of their covenant with 

God. "Assemble the people, the men, the women, the children, the alien who is 

in your town, so that they may hear and learn and fear the Lord your God and be 

careful to observe all the words of this law." 

• Public readings of the law are also seen later in the books of Joshua, Kings, and 

Ezra. 

1. Transition of Leadership: 

• Moses recognizes his impending death ("I am 120 years old today. I am no longer 

able to come and go"), and God affirms Joshua as his successor. 

• Joshua is commissioned to lead the people into the promised land, with the 

promise that God will be with him ("Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring 

the sons of Israel into the land, which I swore them, and I will be with you.") 

• The transfer of leadership from Moses to Joshua is emphasized through the 

repetition of the phrase, "Be strong and courageous." 

1. Anticipation of Apostasy: 

• Despite the law and the leadership transition, the text acknowledges the 

likelihood of Israel's apostasy ("They will turn to other gods and serve them and 

spurn me and break my covenant"). This is framed as a near certainty. 

• The purpose of the Song of Moses is to act as a witness and a reminder of God's 

covenant when Israel inevitably turns away ("Now, therefore, write this song for 

yourselves and teach it to the sons of Israel. Put it on their lips so that this song 

may be a witness for me against the sons of Israel.") 

1. The Song of Moses (Deuteronomy 32): 

• This song is considered to be one of the oldest parts of Deuteronomy, possibly a 

very old poem passed down among the Israelites. It has echoes through many 

prophetic writings. 

• The song’s purpose is to be easily remembered, unlike sermons or speeches. It is 

a mnemonic device to retain key concepts. The song serves as both reminder and 

warning. 
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• It begins by calling upon the heavens and the earth to witness what is being 

taught. ("Give ear, O heavens and let me speak, and let the earth hear the words 

of my mouth.") 

• The song uses the metaphor of dew and rain to illustrate how the teaching will 

gently soak into the people's hearts.("Let my teaching drop as the rain and my 

speech distill as the dew, as droplets on the fresh grass and as the showers on the 

herbs.") 

• The song recounts Israel's history, God’s faithfulness, and their rebellion, drawing 

parallels with Genesis and creation. There are reflections that echo Genesis 1 and 

2. The wilderness experience is likened to a tohu vabohu. God's hovering over the 

people is likened to God's Spirit hovering over the deep. 

• It speaks of the prosperity that will lead to Israel forgetting their dependence on 

God and turning to idols. "But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked, you are grown fat, 

thick and sleek. Then he forsook God, who made him, and scorned the Rock of his 

salvation." 

• The song also describes the consequences and curses of disobedience, drawing 

on imagery from Sodom and Gomorrah. "For their vine is from the vine of Sodom 

and from the fields of Gomorrah. Their grapes are grapes of poison or clusters 

bitter. Their wine is the venom of serpents, and the deadly poison of cobras." 

• Despite the warnings, the song ultimately offers hope for restoration and God's 

vindication of his people. "For the Lord will vindicate his people and will have 

compassion on his servants." 

1. Moses' Blessings (Deuteronomy 33): 

• Similar to Jacob’s blessings in Genesis 49, Moses blesses the people as a whole, 

and then individually blesses the tribes. The blessings of Moses are considered 

quite positive. 

• The blessings conclude with a powerful affirmation of God's protection and 

provision for Israel. "There is none like the God of Jeshrun... the eternal God is a 

dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms." 

• This section reinforces that they are not going in alone, but rather with a God 

who is already going before them. 
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1. Death of Moses (Deuteronomy 34): 

• Moses is shown the promised land by God from Mount Nebo. It is a 

comprehensive view of the land, from north to south in a counterclockwise 

direction, fulfilling the promise to Abraham. 

• Moses dies in the land of Moab and is buried by God. No one knows the location 

of his grave. 

• The text emphasizes that Moses, even at 120, is in full vigor. 

• Joshua is filled with the spirit of wisdom as the leader after Moses. 

• Moses is described as a unique prophet, "whom the Lord knew face to face." 

1. Summary of Deuteronomy's Core Principles: 

• Deuteronomy calls the people to engage all levels of life, from inner private life to 

public life, in submission to God. 

• It recognizes the potential for the land to fragment the people, but seeks to unify 

them under a shared identity. 

• Leadership is understood not as isolating power to a few but serving as an 

example. 

• It emphasizes a counterintuitive and generous approach to community life, that 

guarantees the health of all. 

• The book calls for moderation in behavior, and warns against self-indulgence. 

• It stresses the interconnectedness of actions and environment – when people 

invest in a place, that vibrancy is returned to them. 

• The overarching message is a call to remember who God is, what He has done, 

and respond in faithful action. “We have circled this mountain long enough, get 

up, go, and do because that is what Deuteronomy is calling us to remember our 

Lord.” 
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Conclusion: 

The final chapters of Deuteronomy, as explained by Dr. Parker, are not simply an end but 

a culmination. They reiterate the core themes of the book, prepare the people for the 

future, and highlight the enduring significance of the law, the necessity of remembrance, 

and the ultimate faithfulness of God. The book also frames an understanding that is both 

prophetic and realistic about the nature of humanity and Israel's future. 
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4. Study Guide:  Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14, 

Deuteronomy 31-34 

Deuteronomy: Final Chapters Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. What is significant about the bookends of Deuteronomy? 

2. What is the primary emphasis of the law code in Deuteronomy? 

3. Why is the Song of Moses important for the Israelites? 

4. What are the key elements of God's promise in Deuteronomy 31? 

5. According to Deuteronomy 31, how often should the law be read to the people? 

6. How does Deuteronomy 32 describe God's care for the Israelites? 

7. What is the significance of the imagery in Deuteronomy 32:11, which compares 

God to an eagle? 

8. What does the Song of Moses suggest about the relationship between prosperity 

and faithfulness? 

9. How does the blessing of Moses in Deuteronomy 33 compare with the blessing of 

Jacob in Genesis 49? 

10. How does the ending of Deuteronomy emphasize the fulfillment of God's promise 

to Abraham? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. The bookends (Chapters 1-4 and 31-34) frame the book, with the first introducing 

major themes and the last concluding the narrative, providing a sense of 

completion and mirroring. These outer frames, bookends, help the reader 

understand the inner content of the book. 

2. The law code in Deuteronomy is emphasized as the means by which the people 

can live a fulfilled human existence in the land God is giving them, and it is 

presented with a historical placement to remind them of God's faithfulness. The 

law is the core of the book and central to the way God wants them to live. 
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3. The Song of Moses is crucial because it is intended to be easily remembered, 

helping the Israelites recall their history and God's nature, and it serves as a 

witness against them should they turn away from God. The song is also important 

because it allows the people to remember God as both father and mother. 

4. God promises that He will go before the Israelites, destroy their enemies, and give 

them the land He swore to their fathers, and He also appoints Joshua as the next 

leader. These promises build confidence and should remind them of His power 

and past faithfulness. 

5. The law should be read aloud to all the people every seven years during the Feast 

of Booths, so they may collectively learn and fear the Lord, renewing their 

commitment to the covenant. The collective reading serves as an opportunity to 

remind them of who they are as God's people. 

6. God is described as finding them in a desert and a howling waste and then 

encircling, caring for, and guarding them like the pupil of his eye. This language 

evokes Genesis 1 and shows how God brings order out of chaos for His people. 

7. The imagery of an eagle stirring its nest, hovering over its young, and carrying 

them on its wings shows God's protective and nurturing care. This parallels the 

Spirit of God hovering over the chaos in Genesis 1 and shows how He brought the 

Israelites into the Promised Land. 

8. The Song of Moses suggests that when the Israelites become prosperous, they 

will likely forget God and turn to other gods, so the song is intended to help them 

remember God even when they are no longer struggling to survive. The song is a 

cautionary tale about the dangers of complacency. 

9. While the blessing of Jacob has both positive and negative tones for each tribe, 

Moses' blessing is largely positive for all the tribes, emphasizing God's presence 

and the security that He provides. The blessings from Moses are intended to 

encourage and reassure the people as they enter the Promised Land. 

10. The ending emphasizes the fulfillment of God's promise by showing Moses the 

entire land in a counter-clockwise sweep from the north to south, mirroring how 

God showed the land to Abraham. It highlights the completion of the promise 

made and the assurance that God fulfills His word, even at the conclusion of 

Moses' life. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the role of memory and history in Deuteronomy, particularly how the 

book utilizes historical narratives and the Song of Moses to shape the identity and 

behavior of the Israelites. 

2. Analyze the significance of the law and its public reading in Deuteronomy, 

exploring how the book intends to connect individual faith with communal 

responsibility. 

3. Compare and contrast the portrayals of leadership in Deuteronomy, examining 

the roles of Moses and Joshua and how they reflect the book’s ideas about the 

relationship between authority and service. 

4. Examine the themes of divine faithfulness and human apostasy as presented in 

the Song of Moses, considering the implications for the Israelites’ future and their 

relationship with God. 

5. Explore how Deuteronomy integrates the physical land with the spiritual life of 

the Israelites, focusing on how their treatment of the environment and their 

engagement with the land connect to their overall well-being and faithfulness to 

God. 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Apostasy: The abandonment or rejection of a religious or political belief; 

specifically, the turning away from God by the Israelites as warned in the Song of 

Moses. 

• Bookends: Refers to the framing sections of Deuteronomy, specifically Chapters 1-

4 and 31-34, which introduce and conclude major themes, mirroring each other. 

• Feast of Booths (Sukkot): A Jewish festival that involves the construction of 

temporary shelters, celebrated every seven years in conjunction with the 

remission of debts; associated with public reading of the law. 

• Jeshurun: A poetic and affectionate name for Israel, often used in Deuteronomy, 

especially in the Song of Moses. 

• Law Code: In Deuteronomy, this is the core section of the book (chapters 12-26), 

containing the specific rules and guidelines that are given to the Israelites for 

living in the Promised Land, and it provides for a way for them to live a fulfilled 

human existence. 

• Mount Nebo: The mountain from which Moses viewed the Promised Land before 

his death, as described in Deuteronomy 34. 

• Song of Moses: A poetic composition in Deuteronomy 32 that serves as a witness 

against the Israelites, emphasizing their history, God’s faithfulness, and the 

consequences of apostasy. 

• Tohu vabohu: Hebrew for “formless and void,” referring to the chaos present 

before creation in Genesis 1, and this phrase is mirrored in the "howling waste" in 

Deuteronomy 32. 

• Remission of Debts: According to the laws given to Moses, every seven years, all 

debts were to be forgiven. 
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5. FAQs on Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 14, Deuteronomy 31-

34, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about Deuteronomy 31-34 

1. How do the final chapters of Deuteronomy (31-34) relate to the beginning of 

the book (1-4)? Chapters 31-34 act as a final "bookend" to Deuteronomy, 

mirroring the themes and structure found in chapters 1-4. Just as the book opens 

with a historical overview and introduces major themes, the closing chapters 

revisit these, providing a sense of closure. This includes recalling historical 

narratives, emphasizing the importance of the law, acknowledging the transition 

of leadership to Joshua, and acknowledging the likelihood of Israelite apostasy. 

The repetition of these themes creates a framework for the book as a whole. 

2. What is the significance of Moses writing down the law in Deuteronomy 31? 

Moses writing down the law, as depicted in chapter 31, is crucial for ensuring the 

transmission of God's teachings to future generations. It emphasizes that the law 

moves beyond oral tradition to a written form and serves as a foundation for the 

people to learn and follow. The written law is handed over to the Levites and 

priests, who are then tasked with reading it publicly, particularly at the Feast of 

Booths, ensuring collective understanding and commitment to God's covenant. 

The act of writing down the law highlights the importance of its preservation and 

continued relevance to the life of the people. 

3. Why is the Song of Moses (Deuteronomy 32) so important, and how does it 

differ from a sermon or talk? The Song of Moses is crucial because it offers a 

memorable way for the Israelites to recall their history, God's faithfulness, and 

the potential consequences of disobedience. Unlike a sermon or a spoken word, 

the song, with its poetic structure and inherent memorability, is designed to be 

easily learned and internalized. Its repetition and accessibility ensure that the 

core teachings and warnings remain at the forefront of their minds. The song uses 

powerful imagery and metaphors to convey theological truths, making them 

more potent than a simple reading of law. 
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4. How does the Song of Moses use imagery to explain the relationship between 

God and Israel? The Song of Moses employs various vivid images to portray the 

complex relationship between God and Israel. It portrays God as a nurturing 

parent, finding Israel in a desolate land and guiding them with care. The imagery 

of God as both a father (begetting) and a mother (giving birth) emphasizes God's 

comprehensive and compassionate care. It also depicts Israel as a vine that, in a 

land of plenty, becomes complacent and rebels, thus drawing a connection to the 

curses of Sodom and Gomorrah. Finally, it reminds the people of God's just nature 

and the consequences that will flow from their actions, good or bad. 

5. What is the purpose of Moses' blessings on the tribes of Israel (Deuteronomy 

33)? Moses' blessings at the end of Deuteronomy are meant to be a final 

affirmation of God's covenant with the people. These blessings are reminiscent of 

Jacob's blessings in Genesis 49 and serve to encourage and remind each tribe of 

their unique role within the nation and God's favor upon them. The blessings 

offer a positive outlook and a sense of hope, and they are meant to equip them 

for their future in the promised land. They also point towards their need to rely 

on God and His power rather than their own as they prepare to enter their new 

home. 

6. What is the significance of Moses viewing the Promised Land from Mount Nebo 

(Deuteronomy 34)? While Moses is not permitted to enter the Promised Land, 

viewing it from Mount Nebo serves as a symbolic fulfillment of God's promise to 

Abraham. By listing out the geographic boundaries that God points out to him, 

the passage confirms that God has kept the promise to give the land to Israel. This 

final act connects the Abrahamic covenant to the fulfillment of the Pentateuch’s 

narrative, and to the reality that is about to face the Israelites. It also highlights 

that even though Moses was not able to go into the land, his work was a 

foundational part of God’s work, and that God keeps his word even through 

death. 
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7. What themes of Deuteronomy are emphasized in its conclusion? The conclusion 

of Deuteronomy emphasizes several key themes, including the 

interconnectedness of the people and the importance of communal well-being. 

The emphasis on the law should guide all aspects of life, both private and public. 

The need for a unified people, achieved through a shared religious identity 

centered around the law, the festivals, and the chosen place is stressed. It also 

highlights the need for proper leadership that serves the people rather than 

ruling over them, and that true generosity is essential for a healthy community. 

Finally, it speaks of the consequences of a people’s choices and the fact that 

actions have a ripple effect on both the land and people. 

8. How does the conclusion of Deuteronomy call the people to action, and how 

does this tie into previous themes? Deuteronomy concludes with a call to active 

faith, urging the people to move forward based on their knowledge of their 

history and God's character. They are to put into practice the teachings they've 

received. This is not merely passive belief, but a dynamic engagement with the 

covenant, actively demonstrating their faith. The concluding call mirrors the start 

of the book, reinforcing the idea that God's people must be responsive and 

proactive in their relationship with God. The entire book points toward the fact 

that God’s people will now be put into practice in the promised land. 


