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Dr. Cynthia Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12, 

Deuteronomy 27-30 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12, Deuteronomy 27-30, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Cynthia Parker's lecture analyzes Deuteronomy 27-30, focusing on the covenant 

ratification ceremony described. The text details instructions for erecting stones on 

Mount Ebal, emphasizing the enduring nature of the covenant. It then explores the 

blessings and curses associated with obedience or disobedience, highlighting their 

agricultural and international implications. Finally, the lecture addresses the potential 

for Israel's failure and the subsequent hope for restoration and repentance, concluding 

with the crucial choice between life and death presented to the Israelites. 

2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Pentateuch → Deuteronomy).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12, 

Deuteronomy 27-30 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important 

ideas from the provided source, "Parker_Deut_Session12_Dt27_30.pdf": 

Briefing Document: Deuteronomy 27-30 

Introduction 

This briefing document summarizes Dr. Cynthia Parker's analysis of Deuteronomy 

chapters 27-30, focusing on the structure, themes, and key concepts. These chapters 

transition from the law code (chapters 12-26) into covenant ratification, blessings and 

curses, and a final plea for faithfulness. The overarching framework is that of a suzerain-

vassal treaty, with God as the suzerain and Israel as the vassal. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

1. Suzerain-Vassal Treaty Structure: 

• Deuteronomy is organized similarly to Hittite and Assyrian suzerain-vassal 

treaties. 

• Chapters 12-26 outlined the stipulations of the treaty (the law code). 

• Chapters 27-30 address the blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, 

along with covenant ratification. 

1. "One of them was a suzerain-vassal treaty... part of that treaty is to list the things, 

the stipulations that both parties are agreeing to. That is what we were just 

covered in the law code, chapters 12 through 26. Now we've entered into the 

blessings and the curses." 

2. Covenant Ratification and the Importance of Remembrance: 

• Chapter 27 outlines instructions for setting up large stones on Mount Ebal, coated 

with lime, and inscribed with the words of the law as a covenant ratification. 

• This act is to be done immediately upon crossing the Jordan, though it 

acknowledges a slight delay would occur while they move to the mountain. 

• The stones serve as a visual and enduring memory marker of the covenant. 
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1. "It makes it sound like as soon as they put their feet on dry land on the other side 

of the Jordan, they should do these things. Set up stones, and write these words 

on the stone." 

2. Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim: 

• The tribes of Israel are divided, with six standing on Mount Gerizim for blessing 

and six on Mount Ebal for curses. 

• This reinforces the visual and geographic reminder of the consequences of 

covenant fidelity or infidelity. 

1. "We talked about how significant it is to bring to the forefront of the Israelites' 

minds the covenant that they've made with their God to have something visual in 

their land that every time they pass Ebal and Gerizim, they remember the 

blessings of Mount Gerizim, the curses of Mount Ebal." 

2. Blessings and Curses (Chapter 28): 

• These are agricultural, tied to the land's fruitfulness. The land reflects the 

relationship between God and the people. 

• The blessings and curses are not just for Israel but are also observed by the 

surrounding nations. 

• The blessings include prosperity, abundance, and victory over enemies, while 

curses include disease, drought, defeat, and exile. 

• Dr. Parker points out the curses are more lengthy, emphasizing the seriousness of 

disobedience and motivating careful adherence to the covenant. 

1. "Blessed you will be in the country. Blessed you shall be in the city... Cursed shall 

you be in the city. Cursed shall you be in the country." "... The emphasis on the 

curses is a way to help motivate the people to follow the commandments of God." 

2. Promises and Threats (Chapter 28): 

• These are linked to the people's actions, focusing on the consequences of 

obedience or disobedience. 

• Obedience brings national prosperity and renown, while disobedience results in 

destruction, scattering, and being an example of terror. 
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• Threats include agricultural disaster: The withholding of rain and the changing of 

the productive topsoil to dust, and a focus on how other nations will see them if 

they fail. 

1. "The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will go out one 

way against them, but you will flee seven ways before them. And you will be an 

example of terror to all the kingdoms of the earth." "These are the warning 

signals. You have stepped out of line. You need to bring to the forefront of your 

mind the history of who God is and who you are as his people." 

2. The Ratification Ceremony in Moab (Chapter 29): 

• The entire community is involved in a covenant ratification ceremony and a 

reminder of their history, including the Exodus. 

• Despite seeing God's great works, Moses acknowledges the possibility of Israel's 

future unfaithfulness. 

• There is a warning that the consequences of unfaithfulness could lead to a 

destruction like that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Sodom and Gomorrah serve as a 

reminder that cries of the oppressed do not go unheard by God. 

1. "You stand today, all of you before the Lord your God... that you may enter into 

covenant with the Lord your God..." "If they go in and fail to adhere to the 

commands of God, the cries of the oppressed will be heard, and God will respond 

as he has consistently responded throughout history." 

2. Hope and Restoration (Chapter 30): 

• Even after experiencing the curses, restoration is possible through repentance 

and returning to God. 

• God will "circumcise" their hearts to love him, replacing the heart of stone with a 

heart of flesh. 

• This language echoes past discussions of the need for humble hearts of flesh, and 

puts God as the active agent in circumcising the heart. 

• God's word and commandments are accessible, not mysterious, and offer a clear 

choice between life and good, or death and evil. 

• Dr. Parker highlights the parallel to the Garden of Eden's tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil in this choice being given. 
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• This choice impacts not only their physical lives, but their standing as a nation and 

their relationship to their promised land. 

• The choice between life and death, blessings and curses, and good and evil is left 

to them. 

• Heaven and earth are called as witnesses to this covenant declaration and call to 

choose life. 

1. "Then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity and have compassion on 

you and will gather you again from all of the peoples where the Lord your God has 

scattered you... Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart..." "'See, I 

have set before you today life and prosperity, death in adversity.' Well, that's my 

translation, and I'd be curious what your translation says. The actual Hebrew is 

'I've set before you today life and good, death and evil.'" "So, choose life in order 

that you may live, you and your descendants, by loving the Lord your God, 

obeying his voice, and by holding fast to him." 

Conclusion: 

Deuteronomy 27-30 provides a powerful conclusion to the covenant framework 

established throughout the book. These chapters not only outline the potential 

consequences of obedience and disobedience, but they also emphasize that even after 

failure, hope and restoration are available through repentance and a turning to God. The 

ultimate message is a call to choose life by embracing God's commandments, thereby 

ensuring the blessings of the covenant and a future of flourishing. The repeated call to 

remember the covenant and the history of the people of Israel demonstrates the 

importance of this covenant as a source of identity and understanding for the present 

and the future. 
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4. Study Guide:  Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12, 

Deuteronomy 27-30 

Deuteronomy 27-30 Study Guide 

Quiz 

1. What is the significance of the stones erected on Mount Ebal? The large stones 

coated with lime served as a memory marker, a visual reminder of the covenant 

and its stipulations. The words of the law were written on them, signifying the 

enduring authority of the covenant. 

2. Why is Mount Ebal chosen as the location for this ceremony? Mount Ebal and 

Mount Gerizim were chosen as a visual reminder of the blessings of obedience 

and curses of disobedience, respectively. This would be an enduring memory for 

the Israelites. 

3. How does Deuteronomy blend the structure of a suzerain-vassal treaty and 

covenant ratification ceremonies? Deuteronomy incorporates the stipulations of a 

suzerain-vassal treaty, as well as the covenant ratification ceremony, by first listing 

the laws and then describing the blessings and curses that would follow 

obedience or disobedience to those laws. The book also describes an annual 

reading of the covenant. 

4. What are the two ways Dr. Parker organizes the information in chapters 28 and 

29? Dr. Parker organizes the information into two categories: blessings and curses, 

which are directly related to obedience or disobedience; and promises and 

threats, which are the consequences of the people's actions. 

5. What role does the land play in demonstrating both blessings and curses? The 

land serves as a physical manifestation of the relationship between God and His 

people. When the land is fruitful and bountiful, it reflects the blessings of 

obedience. Conversely, when the land is destroyed and barren, it reflects the 

curses of disobedience. 

6. How do the blessings and curses relate to Israel's role on the world stage? The 

blessings and curses become known to surrounding nations; the blessings 

demonstrate God's favor upon Israel if they are obedient and the curses show the 

consequences of disobedience and unfaithfulness. 
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7. Why is the curse section longer than the blessing section in chapter 28? The 

emphasis on the curses serves as a motivating factor for the people to follow the 

commandments of God. By vividly highlighting the potential negative 

consequences, the people would remember the covenant more carefully. 

8. What is the significance of the parallel to Sodom and Gomorrah in chapter 29? 

The parallel between Israel's potential destruction and the destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorrah underscores the idea that when God's people oppress others, 

their cries will be heard, just like the outcry of the Israelites in Egypt, and God will 

respond. 

9. What are the key themes in chapter 30, and what is their significance? Chapter 30 

focuses on the themes of repenting, returning, and restoring, highlighting the 

possibility of restoration for God's people. This chapter focuses on the choice of 

"life and good" or "death and evil." 

10. What does it mean for God to circumcise the hearts of his people, and how does 

that relate to Deuteronomy 10? The idea that God will circumcise their hearts 

signifies a transformation, removing their hard hearts and replacing it with a 

heart that loves God. In chapter 10, they were commanded to circumcise their 

own hearts, but now, it is a promise that God himself will make the change. 

Answer Key 

1. The large stones coated with lime served as a memory marker, a visual reminder 

of the covenant and its stipulations. The words of the law were written on them, 

signifying the enduring authority of the covenant. 

2. Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim were chosen as a visual reminder of the blessings 

of obedience and curses of disobedience, respectively. This would be an enduring 

memory for the Israelites. 

3. Deuteronomy incorporates the stipulations of a suzerain-vassal treaty, as well as 

the covenant ratification ceremony, by first listing the laws and then describing 

the blessings and curses that would follow obedience or disobedience to those 

laws. The book also describes an annual reading of the covenant. 

4. Dr. Parker organizes the information into two categories: blessings and curses, 

which are directly related to obedience or disobedience; and promises and 

threats, which are the consequences of the people's actions. 
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5. The land serves as a physical manifestation of the relationship between God and 

His people. When the land is fruitful and bountiful, it reflects the blessings of 

obedience. Conversely, when the land is destroyed and barren, it reflects the 

curses of disobedience. 

6. The blessings and curses become known to surrounding nations; the blessings 

demonstrate God's favor upon Israel if they are obedient and the curses show the 

consequences of disobedience and unfaithfulness. 

7. The emphasis on the curses serves as a motivating factor for the people to follow 

the commandments of God. By vividly highlighting the potential negative 

consequences, the people would remember the covenant more carefully. 

8. The parallel between Israel's potential destruction and the destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorrah underscores the idea that when God's people oppress others, 

their cries will be heard, just like the outcry of the Israelites in Egypt, and God will 

respond. 

9. Chapter 30 focuses on the themes of repenting, returning, and restoring, 

highlighting the possibility of restoration for God's people. This chapter focuses 

on the choice of "life and good" or "death and evil." 

10. The idea that God will circumcise their hearts signifies a transformation, removing 

their hard hearts and replacing it with a heart that loves God. In chapter 10, they 

were commanded to circumcise their own hearts, but now, it is a promise that 

God himself will make the change. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the significance of the covenant ratification ceremonies described in 

Deuteronomy 27-30, particularly focusing on the symbolism of the stones on 

Mount Ebal and the tribes standing on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal. How do 

these ceremonies reinforce the themes of covenant obligation and the 

consequences of disobedience? 

2. Discuss how Deuteronomy's emphasis on the land's productivity and devastation 

as a reflection of the relationship between God and his people connects to the 

broader themes of the book. How does the land serve as a visible sign of both 

blessing and curse? 

3. Examine how the themes of blessing and curse in Deuteronomy 28 relate to 

Israel's role as a nation among nations. How is their obedience or disobedience 

connected to their witness to the world? 

4. Compare and contrast the concepts of promises and threats in Deuteronomy 28, 

with the concepts of blessings and curses. How do these different categories 

contribute to the overall message of the book? 

5. Explore the significance of Deuteronomy 30 as a concluding section of this part of 

the book. How does it offer a message of hope and restoration, and how do the 

themes of repentance, return, and transformation offer a different perspective 

from the curses detailed in chapter 28? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Suzerain-Vassal Treaty: A treaty between a powerful ruler (suzerain) and a less 

powerful state (vassal), outlining the obligations of the vassal to the suzerain. In 

Deuteronomy, this structure is used to depict the relationship between God 

(suzerain) and Israel (vassal). 

• Covenant Ratification: A ceremony to formalize or renew a covenant, often 

involving a reading of the covenant stipulations and the pronouncement of 

blessings and curses. 

• Mount Ebal and Gerizim: Two mountains near Shechem, where the Israelites 

were instructed to conduct a covenant ceremony. Mount Gerizim is associated 

with blessings, and Mount Ebal with curses. 

• Memory Marker: Something that serves to prompt or trigger a specific memory. 

In Deuteronomy, the large stones are intended as such markers to remember the 

covenant. 

• Circumcision of the Heart: A symbolic act representing the inward transformation 

of the heart, leading to humility and love for God, and is a key idea in the book of 

Deuteronomy. 

• Blessings and Curses: The positive and negative consequences that result from 

obedience or disobedience to the covenant stipulations. 

• Promises and Threats: Outcomes of actions described in Deuteronomy 28, and 

are not tied directly to blessings and curses. These are more of a natural outcome 

of the actions of the people. 

• Repenting, Returning, and Restoring: A trilogy of terms indicating the process by 

which God's people turn away from their sin, come back to God, and are then 

restored to a proper relationship with Him and the land. 

• Sodom and Gomorrah: Cities destroyed by God due to their oppression and 

wickedness; used as a cautionary example to warn the Israelites in Deuteronomy 

29. 
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5. FAQs on Parker, Deuteronomy, Session 12, Deuteronomy 27-

30, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ: Deuteronomy 27-30 

• What is the significance of the suzerain-vassal treaty structure in Deuteronomy, 

and where do chapters 27-30 fit within it? Deuteronomy is structured like a 

suzerain-vassal treaty, where God is the suzerain (overlord) and Israel is the vassal 

(subordinate). Chapters 12-26 detail the stipulations or laws of this covenant. 

Chapters 27-30 focus on the consequences of obedience and disobedience – 

blessings for keeping the covenant and curses for breaking it. These chapters also 

include covenant ratification ceremonies, reinforcing the agreement between 

God and Israel. This section emphasizes what is expected of the people once they 

enter the promised land and how their actions affect their relationship with God. 

• Why are large stones erected on Mount Ebal, and what is their purpose? Large 

stones are to be erected on Mount Ebal and covered with lime, with the words of 

the law written on them. These stones serve multiple purposes. First, they act as 

a visible and unusual marker that draws attention, a memory aid for the 

covenant. Secondly, writing the words on the stones, especially in a durable 

medium like stone and plaster, emphasizes the enduring authority of God's 

teachings. These stones are not just markers but also serve as a constant 

reminder of the terms of the covenant for all who pass by. 

• What is the significance of the covenant ratification ceremonies on both sides of 

the Jordan and at Mounts Ebal and Gerizim? Covenant ratification happens at 

two primary locations. First, there is a ceremony on the eastern side of the Jordan 

River, where the people are reminded that "this day you have become a people 

for the Lord your God." Then, when they enter the land, another ceremony is to 

occur on Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. This two-part ratification highlights the 

commitment of the people both before and after they enter the land. The dual 

ceremony reinforces the covenant, not just as a historical event, but a constant 

commitment from one generation to the next. 
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• How are blessings and curses presented in Deuteronomy 28, and what do they 

signify regarding Israel's relationship with God and other nations? Deuteronomy 

28 lists the blessings that will come upon Israel for obedience to the covenant, 

and the curses that will come upon them for disobedience. The blessings are 

primarily agricultural and deal with the land's fruitfulness. The blessings and 

curses also highlight how Israel's actions reflect God's character to the 

surrounding nations, and vice-versa. If Israel is obedient, they become a shining 

example of God's blessings, and if disobedient, their destruction acts as a 

warning. This ties their behavior to their role on the world stage. 

• Besides blessings and curses, what other themes are highlighted in 

Deuteronomy 28 and how do they function? In addition to blessings and curses, 

Deuteronomy 28 also details promises and threats. Promises are the direct 

positive outcomes that come from obedience to God. Threats are the negative 

consequences of disobedience. These are also expressed in agricultural and 

environmental terms (like drought or an abundance of rain). They reinforce the 

idea that God's blessing and curses shape Israel’s prosperity. They also underline 

the idea that Israel's actions have real and visible consequences. 

• Why does Deuteronomy emphasize the curses so strongly, and what purpose do 

these warnings serve? The curse section in Deuteronomy is significantly longer 

than the blessing section. This emphasis serves as a strong deterrent against 

disobedience. It highlights the severe consequences of breaking the covenant, as 

a way to motivate them to prioritize their relationship with God. These warnings 

are not a prediction of inevitable failure, but they function as clear signals for 

when Israel has strayed from the right path. 

• How does Deuteronomy 29 relate the potential unfaithfulness of Israel to the 

story of Sodom and Gomorrah? Deuteronomy 29 draws a parallel between the 

potential destruction of Israel and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Like 

Sodom and Gomorrah, Israel could face complete annihilation as a result of 

breaking the covenant and oppressing their own. This comparison emphasizes 

that God responds to injustice and that the consequences of neglecting the 

covenant can be catastrophic, including the loss of the promised land. This shows 

that Israel is expected to uphold social justice alongside religious observance. 
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• What message of hope is presented in Deuteronomy 30, and how does it relate 

to the idea of "circumcision of the heart?" Deuteronomy 30 offers a message of 

hope by emphasizing the possibility of repentance, return, and restoration. If they 

turn back to God, God will restore them even from exile. God will "circumcise" 

their hearts, softening them so that they will be able to follow him. This 

represents a change from hard-heartedness (like the previous generations in the 

desert), to hearts that are capable of true obedience. The chapter presents a 

choice between life and good versus death and evil, echoing the choice given to 

humanity in the Garden of Eden, and makes it clear that God has given them the 

ability to make that right choice. 


