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Dr. John Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 24 

Isaiah 49-51 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Study Guide, 4) Briefing Document, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 24, Isaiah 49-51, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. John Oswalt's lecture analyzes Isaiah 49-51, focusing on the concept of God's 

servant. He argues that this servant isn't solely Israel but also represents the idealized 

Messiah, highlighting the servant's obedience, suffering, and role in bringing salvation. 

Oswalt explores how God's grace motivates servanthood, and discusses the deliverance 

from both exile and sin. The lecture emphasizes themes of trust, redemption, and 

God's enduring covenant with his people, connecting these concepts to both historical 

events and the Christian faith. Finally, the lecture concludes with a prayer emphasizing 

the importance of steadfast faith amidst challenging circumstances. 

 

2.  12 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 24 –  Double click icon to play in  

Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL]  

Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament →  

Major Prophets → Isaiah).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Briefing Doc: Isaiah Chapters 49-51 (Dr. John Oswalt's Commentary) 

Main Themes: 

• The Suffering Servant (Messiah): Chapters 49-51 heavily feature the "Servant," 

identified as the Messiah, who will ultimately redeem both Israel and the world. 

This servant, unlike the disobedient nation, is depicted as righteous, suffering 

unjustly, and offering encouragement and salvation. 

• God's Faithfulness and Grace: Despite Israel's failings and exile, God reaffirms His 

unwavering commitment to His people, promising restoration and an enduring 

covenant. He emphasizes that His actions are driven by His own choice, not by 

any external force. 

• Trust and Encouragement in the Face of Adversity: God urges those seeking 

righteousness to remain steadfast in their faith, reminding them of His past 

deliverances and the ultimate triumph of His salvation. This encouragement is 

especially crucial for those facing societal decline and spiritual disillusionment. 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

• Chapter 49: Introduces the Servant as a "polished arrow" and "sharp sword" 

hidden by God. This Servant will gather Israel, act as a light for the nations, and 

ultimately restore the world to God. This restoration extends beyond physical 

deliverance from exile to include spiritual redemption from sin. 

• Israel's Response and God's Reassurance: Despite God's promises, Israel initially 

responds with disbelief and accusations of abandonment. God counters this by 

affirming His enduring love, comparing Himself to a nursing mother who cannot 

forget her child. He promises an abundant future for Israel, stating, "You will be 

too narrow for your inhabitants" (49:19). 

• The Servant's Suffering (Chapter 50): The Servant speaks, detailing His obedience 

to God and willingness to endure suffering. He describes giving "my back to those 

who strike, my cheeks to those who pull out the beard" (50:6). This passage 

foreshadows the future suffering of Jesus Christ. 
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• The Call to Trust (Chapter 50 & 51): God calls those walking in darkness to trust in 

His name rather than relying on their own strength. He urges perseverance and 

assures listeners that His righteousness and salvation will endure, contrasting this 

with the fleeting nature of human life and earthly creations. 

• The Cup of Wrath (Chapter 51): God acknowledges Israel's suffering, 

metaphorically depicting it as drinking from the cup of His wrath. He promises to 

remove this cup and place it in the hands of their enemies. This imagery 

foreshadows Christ taking on the burden of humanity's sin in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 

Important Quotes: 

• "I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations…" (42:6) 

• "Can a nursing mother forget her baby? … I have engraved you on the palms of 

my hands." (49:15-16) 

• "I gave my back to those who strike, my cheeks to those who pull out the beard. I 

hid not my face from disgrace and spitting, but the Lord God helped me." (50:6-7) 

• "Who are you that you are afraid of a man who dies, or the son of man who is 

made like grass, and have forgotten the Lord, your Maker?" (51:12-13) 

• "Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering, the bowl of my 

wrath; you shall drink it no more." (51:22) 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Oswalt’s commentary on Isaiah 49-51 underscores God's unwavering commitment to 

His people, even in the face of their failings. The chapters introduce the concept of the 

suffering servant, prefiguring the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The call to trust in God's 

promises and the encouragement to persevere through hardship serve as powerful 

messages for believers facing personal or societal challenges. 
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4.  Isaiah Study Guide: Session 24, Isaiah 49-51 

Isaiah 49-51: Unveiling the Servant and the Promise of Redemption 

Quiz: Short-Answer Questions 

1. How does Isaiah 49 introduce a different understanding of "Israel" than previous 

chapters? (2-3 sentences) 

2. What evidence from Isaiah 49 points towards the "servant" being the Messiah 

rather than the nation of Israel? (2-3 sentences) 

3. In Isaiah 49, what is the significance of nature rejoicing in the servant's work? (2-3 

sentences) 

4. What is the primary concern of the exiled people that God addresses in Isaiah 

49:15-26? (2-3 sentences) 

5. Explain the metaphor of "divorce" used by the exiled people in Isaiah 50, and how 

God responds to it. (2-3 sentences) 

6. What characteristics and actions of the servant are highlighted in Isaiah 50:4-9? 

(2-3 sentences) 

7. According to Isaiah 50:10-11, what are the two options available to those walking 

in darkness? (2-3 sentences) 

8. Why does God specifically address those "who pursue righteousness" in Isaiah 

51? (2-3 sentences) 

9. What is the significance of the imagery of "arm" and "hand" in Isaiah 51, 

particularly in relation to God's power? (2-3 sentences) 

10. How does Isaiah 51 utilize the metaphor of a "cup" to explain the transfer of 

God's wrath? (2-3 sentences) 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Isaiah 49 presents "Israel" as the ideal servant, representing faithfulness and 

obedience, contrasting with the disobedient and flawed portrayal of the nation in 

previous chapters. This ideal Israel embodies what the nation failed to be. 

2. The servant's portrayal as a "polished arrow" hidden in God's quiver and having a 

mouth like a "sharp sword" aligns with descriptions of the Messiah in Isaiah 11 
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and other prophetic passages. Furthermore, the servant's mission extends 

beyond Israel to encompass the salvation of the entire world. 

3. Nature's rejoicing in Isaiah 49 reflects its role as a witness to both humanity's 

sinfulness and the redemption brought by the servant. Just as nature suffers 

under the curse of sin, it rejoices in the hope of restoration offered through the 

servant's work. 

4. The exiled people are concerned about their potential disappearance as a people, 

fearing assimilation into Babylonian culture. God addresses this by promising the 

return of their children and the flourishing of their descendants, ensuring the 

continuation of the Israelite lineage. 

5. The exiles use the metaphor of divorce to argue that God has irrevocably 

separated from them and cannot take them back. God refutes this by stating that 

He did not initiate a divorce, highlighting that their exile was a consequence of 

their own actions, and He remains free to restore them. 

6. The servant in Isaiah 50:4-9 exhibits obedience, determination, and a willingness 

to suffer unjustly. He acts as an encourager, possessing an attentive ear to hear 

God's word and proclaiming it to others, even in the face of opposition and 

persecution. 

7. Those walking in darkness can choose to either "kindle a fire" for themselves, 

leading to self-destruction and torment, or they can "trust in the name of the 

Lord" and rely on His guidance, finding solace and direction in His faithfulness. 

8. God addresses those "who pursue righteousness" in Isaiah 51 because they 

represent a receptive audience, genuinely seeking truth and justice. They possess 

the potential to understand and embrace God's message, influencing others who 

are indifferent or hostile towards righteousness. 

9. The "arm" and "hand" imagery in Isaiah 51 symbolizes God's power to save and 

judge. While the people initially call on God's "arm" to awaken and act, God 

emphasizes that it is His people who need to wake up and recognize their 

dependence on His power for salvation. 

10. The "cup" metaphor in Isaiah 51 represents God's wrath. Initially, the people are 

depicted as having drunk this cup, experiencing the consequences of their sin. 

However, God promises to remove this cup from their hands, transferring it to 

their enemies, foreshadowing the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ who bears 

the full weight of God's wrath in their place. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the development of the "servant" figure from Isaiah 42 to Isaiah 51. How 

does the understanding of the servant evolve, and what are the key 

characteristics and actions attributed to the servant in each passage? 

2. Explore the themes of trust and confidence in God that are prominent 

throughout Isaiah 49-51. How do these themes relate to the concepts of grace, 

redemption, and servanthood? 

3. Discuss the significance of the imagery of nature in Isaiah 49-51. How does nature 

serve as a witness to God's actions, and what role does it play in the unfolding 

narrative of redemption? 

4. Examine the various responses to God's promises and pronouncements in Isaiah 

49-51. What factors contribute to the different reactions, and how do these 

responses illuminate the challenges of faith and obedience? 

5. Reflect on the contemporary relevance of Isaiah 49-51 for individuals and 

communities today. What insights and encouragements can be drawn from these 

chapters for navigating personal struggles, societal injustices, and the 

complexities of faith in a modern world? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Servant: A key figure in Isaiah, often interpreted as either the nation of Israel or 

the Messiah. The servant is called by God to bring justice, righteousness, and 

salvation to both Israel and the nations. 

• Messiah: The anointed one, a future king from the line of David who will establish 

God's kingdom on earth. In Isaiah, the Messiah is often associated with the 

servant figure. 

• Redemption: The act of delivering someone from bondage or captivity. In Isaiah, 

redemption encompasses deliverance from sin, exile, and oppression. 

• Righteousness: Right standing with God, characterized by justice, faithfulness, 

and obedience to God's law. In Isaiah, God's righteousness is often linked to his 

salvation and deliverance. 

• Comfort/Encourage: The Hebrew word translated as "comfort" also carries 

connotations of strengthening and encouraging. In Isaiah, God provides comfort 

and encouragement to his people in the midst of their suffering and exile. 

• Reproach/Revilings: Insults, mockery, or abuse directed at someone because of 

their beliefs or actions. In Isaiah, God's people are called to endure reproach and 

revilings for their faith in him. 

• Covenant: A binding agreement between God and his people, often involving 

promises of blessing and protection in exchange for obedience and faithfulness. 

In Isaiah, God reaffirms his covenant with Israel, promising restoration and 

renewal. 

• Torah: The law of Moses, which serves as a guide for righteous living and a 

reminder of God's covenant with Israel. In Isaiah, God's Torah is portrayed as a 

source of light and justice for the nations. 

• Exile: The forced removal of the people of Judah from their homeland to Babylon 

in the 6th century BCE. The exile represents a period of judgment and purification 

for Israel's sins. 

• Zion: A poetic name for Jerusalem, representing the center of God's presence and 

the hope for Israel's restoration. In Isaiah, God promises to comfort Zion and 

bring his people back to their land. 
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5. FAQs on Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 24, Isaiah 49-51, 

Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 

FAQ about Isaiah Chapters 49-51 

1. Who is the "Servant" described in Isaiah 49? 

The "Servant" in Isaiah 49 is not the nation of Israel, but the ideal Israel, a figure who 

embodies what Israel was meant to be but failed to achieve. This ideal Servant is the 

Messiah, prefigured by descriptions like a "polished arrow" (Isa. 49:2) and a mouth like a 

"sharp sword" (Isa. 49:2; 11:4), echoing characteristics of the future King from the 

Davidic line. The Servant's mission extends beyond Israel, encompassing the salvation of 

the whole earth, making him a "light for the nations" (Isa. 49:6). 

2. How does Israel respond to the promise of the Servant? 

Despite the joyful proclamation by creation itself (mountains, heavens, and earth) at the 

coming of the Servant, Israel responds with disbelief and doubt (Isa. 49:14). They 

lament, "The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me," failing to grasp God's 

enduring love and plan for their redemption through the Servant. 

3. What is the significance of God engraving Israel on the palms of His hands? 

This powerful image (Isa. 49:16) conveys God's unbreakable bond with Israel and the 

impossibility of Him forgetting them. It reinforces His commitment to their preservation 

and restoration despite their exile and struggles. 

4. How does God address Israel's accusation of divorce in Isaiah 50? 

God directly refutes the accusation of divorce (Isa. 50:1), challenging Israel to produce a 

"certificate of divorce" or identify the "creditor" to whom they were sold. He emphasizes 

that their exile was a consequence of their own iniquities and transgressions, not a 

forced action on His part. This underscores His continuing power and willingness to 

redeem them. 

5. What is the significance of the "arm of the Lord" in Isaiah 51? 

The "arm of the Lord" (Isa. 51:5, 9) represents God's power to save and deliver His 

people. Israel appeals to this power in their plea for God to "wake up" and intervene 

(Isa. 51:9). This imagery highlights God's active and mighty involvement in their 

redemption. 
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6. Who is God addressing in Isaiah 51:1-8, and what is His message? 

God specifically addresses those "who pursue righteousness" and "know what is right" 

(Isa. 51:1, 4, 7). He encourages them to remain steadfast amidst the challenges of exile 

and the mockery of others, assuring them that His salvation is coming and will impact 

the whole world. 

7. What is the significance of the imagery of the "cup of wrath" in Isaiah 51? 

The "cup of wrath" (Isa. 51:17, 21) symbolizes the full measure of God's judgment for 

sin. Israel is initially depicted as having drunk from this cup, experiencing the 

consequences of their actions. However, God promises to take this cup from them and 

pour it out on their enemies, demonstrating His mercy and desire to spare them from 

ultimate destruction. 

8. How does the teaching in Isaiah 49-51 relate to Christians today? 

The message of these chapters offers encouragement and hope to believers facing a 

declining culture and increasing hostility towards faith. The promise of God's enduring 

love, His power to save, and His willingness to redeem those who trust in Him are 

timeless truths applicable to all generations. The imagery of the cup of wrath 

foreshadows Christ's sacrifice, ultimately taking the penalty for sin upon Himself, 

enabling us to be God's servants. 

 


