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Dr. John Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 8 

Isaiah 14-16 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Study Guide, 4) Briefing Document, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 8, Isaiah 14-16, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

This is a lecture by Dr. John Oswalt on Isaiah chapters 14-16, focusing on Isaiah's 

messages concerning the nations. Oswalt interprets these chapters as "Lessons in 

Trust," arguing that God uses nations to discipline and test his people's faith. He 

examines prophecies against specific nations—Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, and Moab—

illustrating God's sovereignty over human events. The lecture highlights the themes of 

God's ultimate control, the futility of trusting in worldly powers, and the enduring 

nature of God's covenant with his people. Oswalt connects these ancient prophecies to 

contemporary issues of faith and reliance on human institutions. 

 

2.  29 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 8 –  Double click icon to play in  

Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL]  

Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament →  

Major Prophets → Isaiah).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Briefing Doc: Isaiah 14-16 (Dr. John Oswalt) 

Main Themes: 

• Don't trust the nations: This section of Isaiah focuses on messages to various 

nations (Assyria, Philistia, Moab) emphasizing their impending destruction and 

the futility of trusting in human power. 

• God's sovereignty: Throughout these chapters, God's absolute control over 

history and the nations is emphasized. His purposes will be accomplished 

regardless of human plans. 

• Judgment and Remnant: While judgment is coming upon these nations, a 

remnant of God's people will find refuge in Zion, highlighting God's faithfulness 

and mercy. 

• The Character of the Coming King: A future king, associated with the "tent of 

David," will be characterized by "hesed" (steadfast love), faithfulness, and the 

establishment of divine order ("mishpat"). 

Key Ideas and Facts: 

Chapter 14: 

• Transition from symbolic Babylon (representing human pride and power) to the 

specific threat of Assyria. 

• Repetition of "purposed" and "planned" emphasizes God's control over Assyria's 

actions, ultimately leading to their destruction in fulfillment of His plans (14:24-

27). 

• Assyria's demise serves as a warning against trusting in human strength: "This is 

the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth; and this is the hand 

that is stretched out over all the nations" (14:26). 

Chapter 15-16: 

• Moab, a neighboring nation with a complex relationship with Judah, faces 

destruction and becomes a symbol of the futility of relying on human alliances. 

• Vivid imagery of grief and destruction: "Moab wails... everyone wails and melts in 

tears...they cry out" (15:2-4). 



3 
 

• The fleeing Moabites, carrying their possessions, represent the fleeting nature of 

worldly acquisitions (15:7). 

• Moab's impending destruction highlights the contrast with God's enduring 

foundation in Zion, offering refuge for His people: "The Lord has founded Zion, 

and in her the afflicted of his people will find refuge" (14:32). 

• Despite their desperate attempts to turn to their gods, their efforts are in vain: 

"When Moab goes to its high place to pray, it will be useless" (16:12). 

• The coming king, associated with the "tent of David", will rule with "hesed" 

(steadfast love) and "mishpat" (divine order), bringing true justice and 

righteousness (16:5). 

Important Quotes: 

• "As I have planned, so shall it be, as I have purposed, so shall it stand" (14:24) 

• "For the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched 

out, and who will turn it back?" (14:27) 

• "The Lord has founded Zion, and in her the afflicted of his people will find refuge" 

(14:32). 

• "Then a throne will be established in hesed, and on it will sit in faithfulness, in the 

tent of David, one who judges and seeks justice and is swift to do righteousness" 

(16:5). 

Application: 

• Trust in God, not in human strength or alliances, as nations and empires are 

ultimately subject to His judgment. 

• Recognize the fleeting nature of worldly possessions and focus on lasting values. 

• Find hope in God's faithfulness and His promise to provide refuge for His people. 

• Look forward to the coming king who will embody true justice, righteousness, and 

steadfast love. 

Discussion Points: 

• Dr. Oswalt highlights the tension between engaging in civic responsibility as 

Christians and avoiding the pitfalls of enforcing Christian morality on a secular 

society. 
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• The significance of the "tent of David" imagery and its connection to Jesus' 

humble birth. 

• God's mourning for Moab and the potential reasons for this compassion. 

• The importance of understanding Hebrew words like "hesed" and "mishpat" to 

grasp the richness of their meaning. 

Overall, this section of Isaiah provides a powerful reminder of God's sovereignty, His 

judgment upon human pride and self-reliance, and His unwavering faithfulness to His 

people. It also offers a glimpse of hope in the coming king who will establish a reign of 

justice and righteousness marked by "hesed". 
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4.  Isaiah Study Guide: Session 8, Isaiah 14-16 

Study Guide: Isaiah Chapters 14-16 (Oswalt Lecture) 

Quiz: Short-Answer Questions 

1. How does Oswalt connect the symbolic treatment of Babylon in Isaiah to the 

historical realities Judah faced? 

2. What repeated word emphasizes God's control over Assyria's plans, and what 

comfort does this offer Judah? 

3. Describe the contrasting futures predicted for Philistia and Judah in Isaiah 14:29-

32. 

4. What event triggers the oracle against Philistia in Isaiah 14:28-32, and what 

warning does Isaiah issue? 

5. Explain the historical relationship between Judah and Moab, and how this context 

informs Isaiah's message. 

6. What is the dominant tone of Isaiah 15:1-9, and what imagery is used to depict 

Moab's plight? 

7. What specific request does Moab make to Judah in Isaiah 16:3-5, and what does 

this foreshadow about Moab's future? 

8. Explain the significance of the Hebrew word hesed used in Isaiah 16:5 to describe 

the future king. 

9. What is the root cause of Moab's downfall according to Isaiah 16:6, and what 

broader theme does this connect to in the book? 

10. What specific prediction does God make regarding Moab's fate in Isaiah 16:13-14, 

and how does this relate to Isaiah's argument for trusting God? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Oswalt links Babylon as a representative symbol of human power to the specific 

threat Assyria posed to Judah during Isaiah's time. Babylon represents the 

broader concept, while Assyria embodies that threat in their immediate context. 

2. The words "purposed" and "planned" are repeated, emphasizing God's 

sovereignty over Assyria's actions. This offers Judah comfort by assuring them 

that God is ultimately in control and will work His plans despite Assyria's threats. 
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3. Philistia faces a future of famine, destruction, and death, while Judah is promised 

refuge and security in Zion. This contrast highlights God's judgment on nations 

that oppose Him and His protection for those who trust Him. 

4. The oracle is triggered by the death of King Ahaz, which the Philistines see as an 

opportunity to attack Judah. Isaiah warns them that this is a mistake, as their fate 

is sealed, and they will face ultimate destruction. 

5. Judah and Moab had a complex relationship, marked by periods of both hostility 

and guarded friendship. This context informs Isaiah's message, as he warns Judah 

against trusting Moab, a nation that will ultimately face destruction and even turn 

to Judah for refuge. 

6. The dominant tone of Isaiah 15:1-9 is grief and lamentation, depicted through 

repeated expressions of wailing and crying. The imagery of a destroyed vineyard 

is used to represent Moab's devastation and loss of prosperity and joy. 

7. Moab requests refuge status from Judah, pleading for counsel, justice, shelter, 

and protection. This foreshadows Moab's future downfall and their desperate 

need for the very nation they once might have considered an ally. 

8. Hesed represents God's steadfast love, mercy, kindness, and loyalty, particularly 

towards those who are undeserving. This word highlights the future king's 

character, which will be defined by selfless love and unwavering faithfulness in 

fulfilling God's promises. 

9. Pride is identified as the root cause of Moab's downfall. This connects to the 

broader theme of human arrogance and self-exaltation leading to destruction, 

while humility and trust in God are essential for salvation. 

10. God predicts Moab's downfall within three years, emphasizing His ability to 

precisely foretell the future. This serves as evidence of Yahweh's power and 

sovereignty, reinforcing Isaiah's argument that trusting in any nation other than 

God is futile. 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the significance of the "outstretched hand" imagery used in Isaiah 14 and 

how it reflects both judgment and deliverance. 
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2. Compare and contrast the messages of judgment against Babylon, Assyria, 

Philistia, and Moab. What common themes and unique elements emerge? 

3. Discuss the theme of weeping and lamentation in Isaiah 15-16. Who is weeping, 

why are they weeping, and what does this reveal about God's character and His 

relationship with humanity? 

4. Explore the concept of the "tent of David" in Isaiah 16:5. What does this imagery 

suggest about the nature of the future king and his reign? 

5. Drawing upon Oswalt's lecture and the text of Isaiah 14-16, discuss the relevance 

of these oracles for contemporary society. What lessons can we learn about 

trusting in God versus trusting in human power and alliances? 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Oracle: A prophetic message or declaration from God, often concerning judgment 

or deliverance. 

• Zion: The symbolic name for Jerusalem, representing God's dwelling place and 

the center of His people. 

• Remnant: A small group of faithful people who survive judgment and are 

preserved by God to carry on His purposes. 

• Hesed: A Hebrew word encompassing God's steadfast love, mercy, kindness, 

grace, compassion, loyalty, and faithfulness. 

• Mishpat: Divine order, justice, and righteousness; the restoration of God's 

intended harmony in the world. 

• Vineyard Imagery: A common metaphor in the Bible, representing God's people, 

their fruitfulness, or their destruction depending on their faithfulness. 

• Tent of David: Imagery evoking the humble beginnings of David's kingship and 

pointing towards a future ruler whose reign will be characterized by God's 

presence and character rather than worldly power and grandeur. 
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5. FAQs on Oswalt, Isaiah, Session 8, Isaiah 14-16, 

Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
FAQ: Isaiah Chapters 14-16 

1. What is the main theme of Isaiah 14-16? 

These chapters emphasize the futility of trusting in the nations for security and 

deliverance. Through oracles against Babylon, Philistia, and Moab, God demonstrates 

that nations, regardless of their power or perceived stability, are ultimately subject to His 

judgment and will face destruction. Instead, God calls His people to trust in Him alone, 

the true source of refuge and hope. 

2. Why does Isaiah focus on Babylon as a representative of human glory and power? 

Babylon, historically known for its grandeur and dominance, symbolizes the pinnacle of 

human achievement and self-reliance. By highlighting Babylon's inevitable fall, Isaiah 

underscores the transient nature of earthly power and the folly of putting faith in human 

strength instead of God's sovereignty. 

3. What is the significance of the repeated words "purposed" and "planned" in Isaiah 

14:24-27? 

The repetition emphasizes God's absolute control over history and the nations. While 

Assyria, or any nation, may have its own ambitions and strategies, God's purposes will 

ultimately prevail. This reassures Judah that they need not fear Assyria's threats, as God 

is orchestrating events according to His divine plan. 

4. How does Isaiah contrast the futures of Philistia and Judah? 

Isaiah prophesies that Philistia will face famine, destruction, and ultimately cease to 

exist, highlighting the consequences of opposing God. Conversely, Judah, despite facing 

trials, is promised refuge and a future through God's establishment of Zion as a 

sanctuary for His people. This contrast underscores the faithfulness of God towards 

those who trust in Him. 

5. What is the significance of the Moabites' plea for refuge in Judah? 

The Moabites, initially depicted as a nation Judah might be tempted to rely on, are 

ultimately forced to seek refuge from the very power (Assyria) that threatened Judah. 

This ironic reversal reinforces the message that trusting in any nation for security is 

futile. It highlights the instability of worldly alliances and emphasizes the need to rely on 

God alone for protection. 
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6. How does Isaiah describe the ideal king who will rule from the "tent of David"? 

This king, who prefigures the Messiah, will be characterized by "hesed" (steadfast love), 

faithfulness, "mishpat" (divine order), and righteousness. The imagery of the "tent" 

emphasizes humility and accessibility, contrasting with the ostentatious displays of 

worldly power. This king's reign will be marked by justice, mercy, and unwavering 

commitment to God's will. 

7. Why does Isaiah emphasize the futility of Moab turning to its gods in their distress? 

By highlighting the ineffectiveness of Moab's idols, Isaiah emphasizes the pointlessness 

of seeking solace and deliverance from false gods. This reinforces the message that only 

Yahweh, the true God, possesses the power to save and deliver. It serves as a stark 

reminder that placing faith in anything other than God leads to disappointment and 

ultimately destruction. 

8. What lessons can modern readers draw from Isaiah's message about trusting in the 

nations? 

Isaiah's message remains relevant today, reminding us that political alliances and worldly 

powers are ultimately unreliable sources of security. As Christians, our primary 

allegiance is to God's kingdom, not to any earthly nation. While we should engage 

responsibly in our societies, our ultimate trust should reside in God's sovereignty and His 

promise to care for His people. 


