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1. Abstract of Newman, Synoptic Gospels, Session 7, Exegesis
of Parables, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Robert Newman's lecture dissects the Parable of the Marriage Banquet from Matthew
22:1-14. The lecture analyzes the narrative structure, characters, and plot of the parable,
exploring the multiple invitations and varied responses to the king's feast. Newman
investigates the parable's tenor and vehicle, suggesting the king often symbolizes God
and the feast represents the Kingdom of Heaven. The analysis explores the use of
common metaphors, such as marriage and banquets, within the Old Testament and
symbolic elements within the parable such as garments, as well as hints of predictive
prophecy. The lecture concludes by considering the parable's lessons for its original
audience, early Christians, and modern-day listeners, emphasizing themes of divine
invitation, human response, and the importance of appropriate conduct.

2. 17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Newman, Synoptic Gospels, Session 7 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament = Gospels = Synoptic Gospels).

New man_Synoptics
_SessionO07.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Newman, Synoptic Gospels, Session 7,
Exegesis of Parables

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the
provided excerpt of Dr. Robert C. Newman's lecture on the Parable of the Marriage
Banquet.

Briefing Document: Analysis of the Parable of the Marriage Banquet (Matthew 22:1-
14)

Overview: This document summarizes Dr. Newman's lecture on the Parable of the
Marriage Banquet (Matthew 22:1-14). Newman provides a detailed analysis of the
parable, focusing on its narrative structure, symbolism, historical context, and potential
meanings for different audiences (original hearers, early Christians, and contemporary
Christians). He emphasizes the parable's message about God's invitation, humanity's
response (or lack thereof), and the importance of genuine faith and appropriate
conduct.

Key Themes and Ideas:
e Narrative Analysis:

e The parable is a narrative with characters (king, servants, invited guests, uninvited
guests, a guest without wedding garment), events (invitation, rejection,
replacement, judgment), and a plot centered on a rejected invitation and its
consequences.

« Newman identifies elements in the narrative in terms of Wilder's devices for
storytelling.

e "This parable's a narrative, okay, so we can attack it with some of the narrative
features. It's got characters, huh? It's got the king, and it's got the servants, and
it's got those originally invited, and those subsequently invited, and then the
fellow without the wedding garment."

« Tenor and Vehicle:

e The "tenor" of the parable relates to the Kingdom of Heaven. Newman discusses
how the Kingdom of Heaven can relate to the noun directly following "is like" or
the whole story.

e The "vehicle" is the story itself — a king preparing a wedding feast. The main
analogy is that God is to humans as the king is to his invited guests.



"The tenor, already suggested by the opening verse here, where Jesus says the
kingdom of heaven is like a human king who gave a wedding banquet, etc...
Vehicle, we're being told this by the way, means the story about a wedding feast."

Points of Resemblance (Analogies):

King represents God. ( "Often, when you see a king in either Jesus' parables or the
rabbinic parables, in more than nine cases out of ten, the king is God.")

Servants calling invitees represent God's servants (disciples, Christians) inviting
the unsaved. ("God's servants, so disciples, Christians, something of that sort, and
inviting the lost, inviting unsaved people to come to God's banquet, if you like.")

Responses to the invitation mirror responses to the Gospel: some don't care
(preferring worldly pursuits), some persecute, and some accept.

Symbolism:

King: Represents God (a common metaphor in both the Old and New
Testaments). ("In this parable, it's very safe to conclude that the king represents
God, and that is obviously an Old Testament picture.")

Marriage/Banquet: Figurative of God and his people, often with eschatological
(end times) connotations, potentially representing the Messianic banquet.
("Marriage is often figurative of God and his people...Banquet, as a figure, is not
so obvious in the Old Testament but is more frequent in the New Testament and
in rabbinic literature.")

Wedding Garment: Represents salvation, righteousness. Newman explores the
ambiguity of whether the garment was provided by the king (representing God's
grace) or expected of the guest (representing a believer's righteous lifestyle).
("You see the garment used to represent salvation...righteousness or
unrighteousness, typically represented by the cleanliness of the garments.")

Outer Darkness, Weeping, and Gnashing of Teeth: Euphemisms for eternal
condemnation.

Historical Context and Predictive Hints:

The destruction of the city by the king's army can be seen as a parallel to the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 AD. ("The remark that the king sent
his army to destroy their city is now much clearer because we know that
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70.")



e The rejection of the invitation by the original guests and their replacement by
others foreshadows the rejection of Jesus by Jewish authorities and the spread of
the Gospel to the Gentiles. ("The picture of the original guests turning down the
invitation and being replaced by a second set, is now clearer in view of the official
rejection of Jesus by the Jewish authorities over the past 2,000 years and the
gospel spreading to other nations all over the world.")

e Lessons for Different Audiences:

o Original Hearers: The danger of treating God's invitation lightly, the foolishness
and rebellion of rejecting the King's offer, and a warning of the wrath to come.

o Early Christians: The danger of professing Christians treating the invitation lightly
(both antinomianism and legalism), a hint about the Gospel for the Gentiles, and
confirmation (after 70 AD) of the consequences of rejecting the Messiah. ("There
is the danger of professing Christians treating the invitation lightly, either by
thinking they don't need God's grace or thinking that having gotten God's grace,
they don't need to do anything.")

e Contemporary Christians: God's mercy in inviting sinners, the foolishness of
rejecting God's gracious invitation, God's wrath and judgment (on those who
mistreat His people and on those who presume upon God without proper
preparation), and the need for genuine faith demonstrated in one's lifestyle.
("Professing Christians must not presume upon God. We must not, in our
preparation for the messianic banquet, so to speak, act as though going to our
field or a shop is more important than the kind of lifestyle we're leading and
getting ready and that sort of thing.")

Conclusion:

The Parable of the Marriage Banquet serves as a multifaceted teaching tool. It highlights
the gracious offer of God's invitation, the diverse and often inadequate responses of
humanity, and the crucial need for genuine faith and righteous living in preparation for
the Messianic banquet. Newman's analysis encourages a deeper understanding of the
parable's historical context, symbolism, and enduring relevance for believers across
different eras.



4. Study Guide: Newman, Synoptic Gospels, Session 7,
Exegesis of Parables

The Parable of the Marriage Banquet: A Study Guide

I. Key Concepts and Themes

Parable: A simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson.

Tenor and Vehicle: The tenor is the underlying meaning or concept, while the
vehicle is the story used to convey that meaning.

Kingdom of Heaven: The realm of God's rule and influence.

Invitation/Rejection: The act of being invited to partake in God's kingdom and
the consequences of accepting or rejecting that invitation.

Judgment: God's evaluation of human actions and the consequences thereof.

Salvation/Righteousness: Being made right with God through faith and living a
life pleasing to him.

Eschatology: The study of end times and the ultimate destiny of humanity.

Messianic Banquet: A figurative feast symbolizing the ultimate fellowship and joy
in God's kingdom.

Wedding Garment: A symbol of righteousness, holiness, and readiness for God's
presence.

Original Audience: The Jewish listeners of Jesus during his ministry.

Early Christians: The believers in the early church, both Jewish and Gentile.

Il. Quiz (Short Answer)

1.

What are the main characters in the Parable of the Marriage Banquet, and what
roles do they play?

Explain the difference between the "tenor" and "vehicle" in parable analysis.
What are some of the ways marriage is used figuratively in the Old Testament?

What are some of the ways garments are used figuratively in the Old
Testament?



What did the original audience learn from this parable about rejecting the
king’s invitation?
According to the lecturer, what is the point of the man in the parable not

wearing the appropriate wedding garments?

How does the lecturer suggest that both God's grace and our response can be
represented by whether the wedding garments were provided by the king or
whether the guest was expected to bring their own?

How might the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD provide a clearer perspective
on the Parable of the Marriage Banquet for early Christians?

What is the significance of the King's anger and response to the guests'
mistreatment of his servants?

10. What does the lecturer say about man’s foolishness to reject the king’s gracious

invitation?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The main characters are the king (representing God), the servants (representing
disciples or Christians), the initially invited guests (representing those who reject
God's invitation), the subsequently invited guests (representing those who accept
the invitation, including Gentiles), and the man without a wedding garment
(representing professing Christians who are not truly committed).

The "tenor" is the underlying spiritual or moral meaning the parable is intended
to convey (e.g., the Kingdom of Heaven), while the "vehicle" is the story itself
(e.g., the wedding banquet) used to illustrate that meaning.

Marriage is often used to symbolize the relationship between God and his people,
particularly between God and Israel, representing love, covenant, and
faithfulness.

Garments can represent salvation, righteousness, shame, vengeance, or strength,
often reflecting one's spiritual condition or actions.

The original audience would have learned that treating God's invitation lightly is
foolish and dangerous, leading to wrath and judgment, and that rejecting the
king's offer is both foolish and rebellious.



10.

The man without the appropriate wedding garments is a symbol of those who
claim to be Christians but are not living a life that reflects the grace they have
been given and who lack the righteousness needed to be in God's presence.

If the wedding garment represents God's grace, which he gives to those who trust
in Jesus, then a person cannot come to the banquet without it; if the wedding
garments are something that we provide, then a believer will have a changed
lifestyle in response to what God has done for them.

The destruction of Jerusalem would have highlighted the consequences of
rejecting Jesus and the gospel, confirming the warning of judgment for those who
reject God's invitation.

The King's anger and response to the guests' mistreatment represents God's
judgment on those who persecute his servants, as well as his righteous anger
against those who reject his invitation and rebel against him.

It is very foolish for man to reject the king’s gracious invitation because it is such a
rare invitation—most people are never invited to a banquet for a king, president,
or governor.

lll. Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the symbolism of the wedding banquet in the parable, drawing on Old
Testament and New Testament references to marriage and feasts. How would the
original audience have understood these symbols, and how do they resonate with
Christians today?

Analyze the character of the king in the Parable of the Marriage Banquet. How
does he embody God's attributes of grace, mercy, justice, and judgment? Support
your answer with specific details from the parable.

Explore the significance of the man without the wedding garment. Does the
garment represent God's provided righteousness, human effort, or something
else? What does this detail teach us about true faith and discipleship?

Compare and contrast the lessons of the Parable of the Marriage Banquet for
Jesus' original audience, early Christians, and contemporary believers. How has
the historical context shaped the interpretation of the parable over time?

Discuss the theme of invitation and rejection in the Parable of the Marriage
Banquet. What are the various ways in which people reject God's invitation, and



what are the consequences of their choices? How does this parable challenge us
to examine our own response to God's call?

IV. Glossary of Key Terms

Analogy: A comparison between two things, typically for the purpose of
explanation or clarification.

Antinomian: The theological doctrine or belief that by faith and grace, Christians
are freed from the moral obligations of the law.

Binary Opposition: A pair of related terms or concepts that are opposite in
meaning.

Direct Discourse: The reporting of speech by repeating the actual words of a
speaker.

End Stress: Emphasis on the conclusion or final part of a narrative or story.

Eschatological: Relating to the end times, the end of the world, or the ultimate
destiny of humanity.

Euphemism: A mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered
to be too harsh or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or
embarrassing.

Exegesis: The critical interpretation or explanation of a text, especially of
scripture.

Messianic Banquet: A symbolic feast representing the ultimate fellowship and joy
in God's kingdom.

Parable: A simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson.

Points of Resemblance: The specific aspects or details of a parable that
correspond to the underlying meaning or concept (tenor).

Rabbinic Parables: Parables used in Jewish rabbinic literature, often similar in
style and purpose to Jesus' parables.

Resolution by Reversal: A storytelling device where the outcome is the opposite
of what is expected.

Rule of Three: A storytelling principle where elements are presented in a set of
three for emphasis and memorability.



Serial Development: A narrative structure where events unfold in a sequential or
step-by-step manner.

Synoptic Gospels: The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which share similar
content, structure, and perspective.

Tenor: The underlying meaning or concept in a parable.
Vehicle: The story or narrative used to convey the tenor in a parable.

Vow Banquet: A celebratory meal offered to God in response to a prayer being
answered.

Wedding Garment: A symbol of righteousness, holiness, and readiness for God's
presence.
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5. FAQs on Newman, Synoptic Gospels, Session 7, Exegesis of
Parables, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Parable of the Wedding Banquet: Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the main theme of the Parable of the Wedding Banquet in Matthew 22:1-
14?

The parable illustrates God's gracious invitation to His Kingdom, the rejection of that
invitation by some (originally intended recipients), the extension of the invitation to
others (those previously excluded), and the judgment awaiting those who treat the
invitation lightly or come unprepared (lacking the proper "garment"). It emphasizes
God's mercy, wrath, and the need for humans to respond appropriately to His call.

2. Who are the key characters in the parable, and what do they represent?

e The King: Represents God. This is a common metaphor in Jesus' parables and
rabbinic literature, drawing on Old Testament imagery of God as a great king.

e The King's Son: While not elaborated upon, the mention of the king's son in the
marriage banquet provides an interpretive hint about the importance of the
event.

o The Servants: Represent God's servants, such as disciples and Christians, who
invite people to the Kingdom.

o Those Originally Invited: Represent those who initially reject God's invitation,
which historically is seen as the Jewish authorities rejecting Jesus.

o Those Subsequently Invited: Represent those who accept the invitation after the
initial rejection, seen as the Gentiles who came to Christianity.

o The Man Without a Wedding Garment: Represents those who may profess to be
followers of God but lack the genuine righteousness and transformation that
should accompany faith.
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3. What are the different responses to the invitation, and what do they signify?
There are three primary responses:

e Unconcern: Some are unconcerned and go about their daily lives (fields, shops),
signifying those who prioritize worldly affairs over God's invitation.

e Rebellion: Some mistreat and kill the servants, representing persecution and
rejection of God's messengers.

e Acceptance (with conditions): Some accept the invitation but lack proper attire
(the wedding garment), symbolizing those who may outwardly participate in the
Kingdom but lack genuine inner transformation and righteousness.

4. What is the significance of the wedding banquet imagery in the parable?

The wedding banquet is a common biblical metaphor for the relationship between God
and His people, particularly in an eschatological (end times) context. The banquet can
represent the Messianic banquet, a future time of celebration and fellowship with God.
Marriage is often used to symbolize the relationship between God and his people,
drawing imagery from Old Testament examples like Isaiah and Hosea.

5. What does the "wedding garment" symbolize, and why is it important?
The wedding garment is a key symbolic element that has two possible interpretations:

o Provided by the King (God): In this view, it represents God's righteousness, which
He freely offers to those who trust in Jesus. Without this imputed righteousness,
one is not fit to be in the Kingdom.

e Provided by the Guest: In this view, it represents the righteous lifestyle and
transformed behavior that should characterize a true believer in response to
God's grace.

The ambiguity of who provides the garment allows for both interpretations, highlighting
the necessity of both God's grace and a believer's response.
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6. How might the original audience of Jesus' time have understood the parable?
The original audience would have recognized:

e The danger of treating God's invitation lightly.

e The foolishness and rebellion in rejecting the king's offer.

e A warning of God's wrath to come.

e The potential connection between the king and God, given the common Old
Testament metaphor.

However, they might not have fully grasped the implications for Gentiles or the specific
events following Jesus' death and resurrection.

7. How did early Christians (post-70 AD) likely interpret the parable?
Early Christians, especially after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, would have seen:

e The fulfillment of the parable's predictive elements in the rejection of Jesus by
Jewish authorities and the destruction of Jerusalem.

e The inclusion of Gentiles into the Christian faith.

e The warning against professing Christians treating God's invitation lightly, either
through antinomianism (disregarding moral law) or self-righteousness.

8. What lessons can we learn from the parable today?
Today, we can understand the parable as teaching:
e God's great mercy in inviting sinners to His Kingdom.
e« Human foolishness in rejecting God's gracious invitation.

e God's wrath and judgment on those who mistreat His people or presume upon
His grace.

e The critical importance of living a life worthy of the calling we have received,
demonstrating genuine faith and righteousness.



