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Dr. Gary Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32, 

1 Cor. 15, Questions on After Life and Resurrection 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32, 1 Cor. 15, 

Questions on After Life and Resurrection, Biblicalelearning.org 

 

 Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture on 1 Corinthians 15 focuses on Paul's authoritative 

responses to Corinthian questions regarding the afterlife and resurrection. The lecture 

examines Christ's resurrection as foundational to Christian belief, the nature of the 

resurrection of believers, and the character of the resurrected body, drawing analogies 

from nature. Meadors also addresses the denial of resurrection by some Corinthians, 

emphasizing its dire consequences for the gospel and Christian hope. The discussion 

touches on the mystery of the resurrection process and concludes with the importance 

of this doctrine for present Christian living and the reality of final judgment. 

2.  20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (New Testament → Pauline Epistles → 1 Corinthians).  
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3. Briefing Document: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32,  

1 Cor. 15, Questions on After Life and Resurrection 

Briefing Document: 1 Corinthians 15 - Paul's Response to Questions Concerning the 

Afterlife and Resurrection 

Overview: This lecture by Dr. Gary Meadors focuses on 1 Corinthians 15, where Paul 

addresses questions and a theological deviation within the Corinthian church concerning 

the afterlife and resurrection. Meadors highlights Paul's authoritative tone, the structure 

of the chapter, and the core arguments Paul presents regarding the resurrection of Christ 

and believers. He also touches upon the implications of these truths, including the 

reality of final judgment. 

Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts: 

1. Paul's Authoritative Teaching: 

• Meadors emphasizes Paul's strong assertion of his divine authority, referencing 

the end of chapter 14 as a precursor to the teaching in chapter 15. 

• Paul states, "if any person thinks themselves or himself to be a prophet or 

spiritual...Let him take knowledge of the things which I write unto you, that they 

are the commandments of the Lord." (Meadors citing 1 Corinthians 14:37) 

• Meadors interprets verse 38 ("if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant") as 

indicating that if the Corinthians cannot accept Paul's teaching as authoritative, 

there is no basis for further theological discussion. 

• He argues that the Bible is the ultimate authority for Christian truth, and without 

accepting its authority, there is no foundation for Christian epistemology. 

2. The Structure of 1 Corinthians 15: 

• Meadors outlines the chapter's structure based on Talbert's analysis: 

• Verses 1-11: The resurrection of Christ. 

• Verses 12-34: Response to Corinthian questions regarding the resurrection of the 

dead. 

• Verses 35-58: Response to Corinthian questions regarding the resurrection body. 

• He notes the "natural boundaries" of the chapter in verses 1-2 and verse 58, 

acting as "bookends" to emphasize the unity of the topic. 
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3. The Resurrection of Christ (15:1-11): 

• Meadors highlights the vital importance of Christ's resurrection as the foundation 

of the gospel message. 

• He points out key terms like "preached" (euangelizamai), "gospel" (euangelion), 

and "received," emphasizing the transmission of authoritative tradition. "This 

word [received] is virtually a technical term with the reception of tradition. The 

reception of authoritative teaching." 

• Paul affirms the resurrection based on two historical perspectives: 

• Received Tradition (15:3-5): Paul states, "For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which also I received, that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and 

that he was buried, and that he hath been raised on the third day according to 

the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas..." 

• Meadors notes the early confessional nature of these statements, possibly used 

in baptismal contexts. 

• He discusses the phrase "according to the scriptures," suggesting it refers to the 

Old Testament prophecies (particularly the servant of the Lord motif in Isaiah 53) 

and potentially early gospel literature. 

• He emphasizes the historical reality of Christ's resurrection, founded on 

eyewitness accounts. 

• Meadors mentions the "kerygma," the early church's proclamation of Christ's 

death, burial, and resurrection. 

• Eyewitness Accounts (15:5-8): Paul lists appearances of the resurrected Christ to 

Cephas, the twelve, over 500 brethren, James, all the apostles, and lastly, himself. 

• Meadors notes there were only 11 post-resurrection appearances over 40 days, 

suggesting Jesus passed the "baton" of proclamation to his followers. 

• Paul's own encounter on the road to Damascus serves as validation of his 

apostleship. 
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4. The Resurrection of the Dead (15:12-34): 

• Paul addresses the denial of the resurrection of the dead by some in Corinth. 

"Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from the dead, how say some 

among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?" (15:12) 

• Paul argues that denying the resurrection of the dead logically entails denying 

Christ's resurrection, which would render Christian preaching and faith "vain." 

"But if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither hath Christ been raised. And if 

Christ has not been raised, then is our preaching vain and your faith also vain." 

(15:13-14) 

• Without the resurrection, believers who have died have perished, and Christians 

are "of all men most to be pitied" if their hope is only in this life. 

• Paul affirms Christ's resurrection as the "first fruits of those that are asleep," 

signifying the future resurrection of believers. 

• He explains the significance of Christ's resurrection in overcoming death, which 

entered through Adam. "For since by man came death, by man came also the 

resurrection of the dead." (15:21) 

• Meadors acknowledges the difficulty of verse 29 concerning baptism for the 

dead, mentioning various interpretations including proxy baptism, baptism due to 

the testimony of deceased believers, and baptism for the sake of being united 

with the dead in the resurrection. He concludes its meaning for the original 

community was likely "more pragmatic, more functional" as a linked testimony to 

belief. 

• The reality of a future resurrection motivates present suffering and sacrifice for 

the gospel. 

• Paul warns against being deceived by "evil companionships" that corrupt good 

morals, connecting theological deviation (denying resurrection) with sin. 

5. The Resurrection Body (15:35-58): 

• Paul addresses the questions: "How are the dead raised? And with what kind of 

body do they come?" (15:35) 

• He uses analogies from nature (the planting of a seed) to illustrate continuity and 

discontinuity in the resurrection body. "How foolish! What you sow does not 
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come to life unless it dies." (15:36 NIV) The resurrected body will be the "same 

but different." 

• Meadors highlights principles illustrated by nature: death, change, God's 

sovereignty, continuity ("to each kind of seed He gives its own body"), and 

adaptability. 

• He contrasts the perishable, dishonorable, weak, and natural body that is sown 

with the imperishable, glorious, powerful, and spiritual body that is raised. 

• "It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body." (15:44) Meadors clarifies 

that "spiritual" in this context describes a body adapted to a new domain, not 

necessarily ethereal, as demonstrated by the resurrected Jesus. 

• He draws a contrast between Adam (the first man with a natural body) and Christ 

(the last Adam, a life-giving spirit with a resurrected body). Believers will bear the 

image of the heavenly man and have a resurrected body like Christ. 

• Meadors speculates that eternity will be an "eternal learning process about God" 

for glorified human beings. 

• Regarding how the dead are raised, Paul states that "flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable." 

(15:50) 

• He reveals a "mystery": "We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet." (15:51-52 NIV) This refers to 

the transformation at Christ's return. 

• The perishable must be clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, leading to the fulfillment of the saying, "Death has been swallowed 

up in victory." (15:54) 

• Paul identifies "the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law." (15:56) 

Victory over death comes through Jesus Christ. 

• Meadors concludes with a call to steadfastness and full devotion to the work of 

the Lord, knowing that "your labor in the Lord is not in vain." (15:58) 

6. Final Judgment (Briefly Mentioned): 

• Meadors references additional notes (not fully detailed in the excerpts) 

concerning the final judgment, drawing on the work of David Turner. 
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• Key implications mentioned include the reality of hell as an everlasting experience 

for those who reject God, the eschatological nature of heaven and hell, God's love 

as covenant loyalty, accountability for received revelation, and the primary goal of 

Christian mission as proclamation, not merely making the message palatable. 

• He emphasizes the importance of taking inventory and deciding what one will do 

with Jesus, as "as death finds you, eternity binds you." 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Meadors' lecture provides a comprehensive overview of 1 Corinthians 15, 

highlighting Paul's assertive defense of the resurrection of Christ and the subsequent 

resurrection of believers. He clarifies the nature of the resurrected body through 

analogies and contrasts, addresses potential objections, and underscores the profound 

implications of these eschatological truths for present Christian living and the reality of 

final judgment. The lecture emphasizes the foundational importance of the resurrection 

for the entire Christian faith and calls believers to steadfastness and active participation 

in the work of the Lord. 
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4.  Study Guide: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32, 1 Cor. 15, 

Questions on After Life and Resurrection 

1 Corinthians 15: Resurrection and the Afterlife Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:37-38, what does he assert about his 

teachings, and what is the implication if his audience doesn't accept them? 

2. What is the central theme of 1 Corinthians 15, and what evidence suggests that 

some in the Corinthian community were struggling with this doctrine? 

3. What are the three major aspects of the resurrection that Paul addresses in 1 

Corinthians 15, according to Talbert's structural analysis? 

4. What key terms does Paul use in 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 to describe the gospel 

message he proclaimed to the Corinthians? 

5. What historical perspectives does Paul offer in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 to affirm the 

resurrection of Christ? 

6. According to Meadors, how does Paul respond to the denial of the resurrection of 

the dead in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19? 

7. What is the theological significance of Christ being described as the "first fruits of 

those that are asleep" in 1 Corinthians 15:20? 

8. What are some of the interpretations offered for the practice of being "baptized 

for the dead" mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:29? 

9. In 1 Corinthians 15:36-44, what analogy from nature does Paul use to explain the 

nature of the resurrection body, and what principles does he highlight? 

10. According to 1 Corinthians 15:50-53, what transformation will occur at the final 

resurrection? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Paul asserts that his writings are the commandments of the Lord, indicating he is 

giving God's word. The implication is that if the audience cannot accept his 

teaching as authoritative and divinely inspired, there is no basis for further 

theological conversation or understanding of Christian truth. 
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2. The central theme of 1 Corinthians 15 is the resurrection of Christ and the 

resurrection of believers in the eschaton. Paul indicates that some in Corinth were 

either denying or having significant problems with this theological truth, 

prompting his detailed response and defense. 

3. According to Talbert's analysis, Paul addresses three major aspects of the 

resurrection: the resurrection of Christ (15:1-11), the resurrection of the dead in 

response to Corinthian questions (15:12-34), and the nature of the resurrection 

body in response to further Corinthian questions (15:35-58). 

4. Key terms Paul uses include "gospel" (euangelion), "preached" or "proclaimed" 

(euangelizamai), "received" (a technical term for receiving authoritative 

teaching), and "stand" (metaphor for being established in the faith), all related to 

the salvation they have through holding fast to his message. 

5. Paul affirms Christ's resurrection from two historical perspectives: the received 

tradition or early church confession concerning Christ's death, burial, and 

resurrection according to the scriptures, and the historical eyewitnesses who saw 

the resurrected Christ, including Cephas and others. 

6. Paul responds to the denial of the resurrection of the dead by arguing that if 

there is no resurrection, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been 

raised, then their preaching and faith are in vain, they are false witnesses, they 

are still in their sins, and those who have died in Christ have perished. 

7. Christ being the "first fruits" signifies that his resurrection is the first in a 

sequence, guaranteeing the future resurrection of all who belong to him. It 

establishes the pattern and ensures the hope of resurrection for believers, but in 

a transformed, imperishable body. 

8. Interpretations of "baptized for the dead" include proxy baptism (being baptized 

on behalf of deceased believers), baptism motivated by the testimony of 

deceased loved ones, and baptism as a testimony of the living hoping to be 

reunited with the dead in the resurrection. The exact meaning remains debated 

among scholars. 

9. Paul uses the analogy of a seed being planted, dying, and then growing into a new 

plant to explain the resurrection body. He highlights principles of death leading to 

new life, change in form, God's sovereign design, continuity of kind, and the 

adaptability of created forms. 
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10. At the final resurrection, Paul states that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God," implying a necessary transformation. He reveals a "mystery" 

that not all will die but all will be changed instantaneously at the sound of the last 

trumpet, with the perishable putting on imperishability and the mortal putting on 

immortality. 

 

Essay Format Questions 

1. Discuss the significance of Paul's emphasis on his apostolic authority in 1 

Corinthians 14 in the context of his subsequent discussion on the resurrection in 

chapter 15. How might his assertion of divine authority influence the Corinthians' 

reception of his teachings on the afterlife? 

2. Analyze Paul's arguments for the necessity of Christ's resurrection for the validity 

of the Christian faith as presented in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. What are the logical 

consequences, according to Paul, if Christ had not been raised from the dead? 

3. Compare and contrast the nature of the earthly body with the nature of the 

resurrection body as described by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:35-49. What analogies 

and descriptions does he use to convey the transformation that will occur? 

4. Explore the various interpretations of the phrase "baptized for the dead" in 1 

Corinthians 15:29. Why do you think Paul includes this seemingly obscure 

practice in his argument for the resurrection? What does its inclusion suggest 

about the beliefs or practices of the Corinthian church? 

5. Examine the concluding exhortation in 1 Corinthians 15:58 in light of the entire 

chapter's discussion on resurrection. How does the promise of future resurrection 

serve as a motivation for present Christian living and service, according to Paul? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Eschaton: The final period in history, often associated with the second coming of 

Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the final judgment. 

• Euangelion: A Greek word meaning "good news" or "gospel," referring to the 

message of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

• Euangelizamai: A Greek verb meaning "to proclaim good news" or "to preach the 

gospel." 

• Kerygma: A Greek word referring to the proclamation or preaching of the early 

church about Christ, particularly his death, burial, and resurrection. 

• Homilogia: Early church confessions or statements of faith, often recited during 

baptism or other significant occasions. 

• Divine Passive: A grammatical construction (often in Greek) where the actor of a 

passive verb is not explicitly stated but is understood to be God. 

• Koinonia: A Greek word often translated as "fellowship," "communion," or 

"sharing," referring to the close relationship and participation believers have with 

God and with each other. 

• Musterion: A Greek word meaning "mystery," referring to a sacred secret that 

was once hidden but has now been revealed, particularly in the context of God's 

plan of salvation. 

• Teleology: The study of purpose or design in natural phenomena; in theology, it 

often refers to God's ultimate purposes for creation and humanity. 

• Annihilationism: The belief that the unsaved will ultimately be destroyed and 

cease to exist, rather than experiencing eternal conscious torment in hell. 
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5. FAQs on Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 32, 1 Cor. 15, 

Questions on After Life and Resurrection, Excursus on Gifts  
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 1 Corinthians 15 and the Resurrection 

1. Why is 1 Corinthians 15 such a critical chapter in Paul's letter? 

1 Corinthians 15 addresses a fundamental theological deviation within the Corinthian 

church: the denial of the resurrection of the dead. Paul considers this a non-negotiable 

truth, essential to the gospel message itself. He dedicates this lengthy chapter to 

systematically arguing for the reality of Christ's resurrection and, consequently, the 

future resurrection of believers. The chapter serves as a cornerstone for Christian 

eschatology and the hope of eternal life. 

2. How does Paul establish the truth of Christ's resurrection in the beginning of 

chapter 15? 

Paul grounds the resurrection of Christ in two key historical perspectives: received 

tradition and eyewitness testimony. He emphasizes that he is delivering what he himself 

received, a core confession of the early church that includes Christ's death for sins 

according to the scriptures, his burial, and his resurrection on the third day according to 

the scriptures. He then lists a series of historical appearances of the risen Christ to 

various individuals and groups, including Cephas (Peter), the twelve, over five hundred 

brethren at once, James, all the apostles, and finally, Paul himself on the road to 

Damascus. This historical evidence and the shared proclamation of it by the apostles 

form the basis of their preaching and the Corinthians' belief. 

3. What are the implications if there is no resurrection of the dead, according to Paul? 

Paul argues that if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ himself has not been 

raised. If Christ has not been raised, then the apostles' preaching is in vain, and the 

Corinthians' faith is also in vain. Furthermore, believers would still be in their sins, those 

who have died in Christ would have perished, and Christians would be the most pitiable 

of all people because their hope would be limited to this life only. The entire foundation 

and efficacy of the Christian faith hinges on the reality of Christ's resurrection and the 

promise of future resurrection for believers. 

  



12 
 

4. Paul mentions baptism for the dead in 1 Corinthians 15:29. What are some of the 

interpretations of this practice? 

Verse 29 is a notoriously difficult passage with numerous interpretations. Some 

prominent views include: 

• Proxy Baptism: This is a widely held view suggesting that some individuals were 

being baptized on behalf of friends or relatives who had died as believers but 

were not baptized before their death. 

• Baptism due to Testimony of the Deceased: This interpretation suggests that 

people were being baptized because of the witness of believing loved ones who 

had died, and their baptism was a testament to the hope of being reunited with 

them in the resurrection. 

• Baptism for the Sake of the Dead: This view proposes that baptism was 

performed as a testimony of the living's hope of being united with the dead in the 

resurrection. The exact meaning remains debated, but Paul uses this practice as a 

logical argument for the belief in a future resurrection. 

5. What analogy from nature does Paul use to explain the concept of the resurrection 

body? 

Paul employs the analogy of a seed planted in the ground to illustrate the nature of the 

resurrection body. Just as a seed dies and disintegrates to give rise to a new plant that is 

of the same kind but different in form and glory, so too will the perishable human body 

be raised imperishable. He emphasizes that what is sown (the earthly body) is not the 

same as what is raised (the resurrection body), highlighting both continuity (it's still 

"corn" from a corn seed) and discontinuity (it's a mature stalk with many seeds, not just 

the single seed). 

6. How does Paul describe the characteristics of the resurrection body in contrast to 

the earthly body? 

Paul contrasts the earthly body with the resurrection body using several key distinctions: 

• Perishable vs. Imperishable: The earthly body is subject to decay and death, 

while the resurrection body will be free from corruption. 

• Dishonor vs. Glory: Death is seen as dishonorable, but the resurrection body will 

be raised in glory. 



13 
 

• Weakness vs. Power: The earthly body is frail and limited, whereas the 

resurrection body will be characterized by power. 

• Natural Body vs. Spiritual Body: The earthly body is adapted to our current 

physical existence, while the resurrection body will be a "spiritual body," suited 

for a new, heavenly realm. This "spiritual" does not mean ethereal but rather a 

body transformed and adapted to a new domain, as seen in the resurrected 

Christ. 

7. What does Paul mean when he says that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God"? 

By "flesh and blood," Paul refers to our current mortal state, characterized by the 

perishable nature of our physical bodies. He states that this perishable form cannot 

inherit the imperishable kingdom of God. This necessitates a transformation, a change 

from mortality to immortality. 

8. How will the resurrection of believers occur, according to Paul's description of the 

"mystery"? 

Paul reveals a "mystery" – that not all believers will die before Christ's return. However, 

whether living or dead at that time, all believers will be changed. This transformation 

will occur "in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet." The dead will be 

raised imperishable, and those who are alive will be transformed. The perishable (our 

mortal bodies) must be clothed with the imperishable (immortality), resulting in the 

fulfillment of the scripture, "Death has been swallowed up in victory." The sting of 

death, which is sin, and the power of sin, which is the law, are overcome through Jesus 

Christ, granting believers victory over death. 


