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1. Abstract of Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 15, Paul’s
Response to Oral Reports, 1 Cor 5:5-13, Biblicalelearning.org

Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture on 1 Corinthians 5:5-13 examines Paul's instructions
regarding a church member involved in incest. Meadors explores the meaning of
"handing the man over to Satan," suggesting it signifies excommunication from the
church's protective sphere into the world, Satan's domain. This disciplinary action, he
argues, aims for repentance and restoration rather than damnation. The lecture also
addresses the Corinthian church's sinful boasting and Paul's reminder to sever
fellowship with openly immoral believers, while clarifying the church's limited authority
over those outside its community.

2. 22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 15 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament = Pauline Epistles = 1 Corinthians).
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3. Briefing Document: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 15,
Paul’s Response to Oral Reports, 1 Cor 5:5-13

Briefing Document: 1 Corinthians 5:5-13 - Paul's Response to Oral Reports/Rumors
Overview:

This briefing document summarizes Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture on 1 Corinthians 5:5-13,
where Paul addresses the Corinthian church's response to a situation of incest and
outlines the principles for dealing with immoral behavior within the Christian
community. The lecture focuses on the meaning and significance of Paul's instruction to
"hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh," and the subsequent
directives regarding association with immoral individuals.

Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. The Specific Sin and the Church's Arrogance:

o Paul addresses a case of incest ("a man married his stepmother"), a sin
considered egregious even by Roman societal standards.

e The Corinthian church was "arrogant about this man's behavior," possibly due to
the man's status or as a benefactor, which hindered their moral judgment.

e Paul had already addressed this issue, clearly stating his disapproval.
2. "Handing Over to Satan" (1 Corinthians 5:5):

e This phrase, also used in 1 Timothy 1:20, most likely signifies excommunication
from the church.

e Meadors clarifies that this is not a literal pact between God and Satan. Instead, he
uses the metaphor of the church as an "umbrella" of God's defined domain and
protection.

« "Because in the Bible, to be outside of the domain that God has defined, for
example, the church, let's think of it as an umbrella... when this man is taken from
the church and put out into the world, he's no longer under the umbrella. Now,
the world is the domain of Satan."

e Excommunication thrusts the individual into the "world," the domain where
Satan has authority ("He is the God of this world, of the world system").



e The purpose of this action is disciplinary, not soteriological (related to salvation).
It aims to make the erring believer reflect on their actions and hopefully lead to
repentance and restoration.

e "To hand him over to Satan is not a soteriological passage. To hand him over to
Satan is a disciplinary passage. He's going to be saved from damage, hopefully, as
a result of being put out from underneath the umbrella of protection, and he's on
his own."

3. The Meaning of "Destruction of the Flesh":

Meadors discusses different interpretations of this phrase:

Individual Body View (Traditional View): This view suggests physical suffering,
even sickness or death, as a remedial punishment to salvage the person's spirit.
This view sometimes draws parallels to curse formulas and Old Testament
examples like Ananias and Sapphira. However, Garland critiques the direct
parallels.

Corporate Body View: This view emphasizes the expulsion of the "leaven" (sin) to
purify the entire church community. Sexual sins are seen as having broader
impact. The "flesh" here can be a metaphor for sinful nature or the body as a
whole.

Holistic Understanding: Meadors favors this view, arguing that the Bible doesn't
bifurcate the physical and spiritual. "Flesh" encompasses the whole person, and
the consequences of excommunication can affect the individual physically,
emotionally, and spiritually, potentially leading to repentance.

"Perhaps all of the above could have been in Paul's mind, but he uses the word
flesh, which was the natural thing to do in terms of the verbal description."

4. The Goal of Discipline: Repentance and Restoration:

o Regardless of the specific interpretation of "destruction of the flesh," the ultimate
goal of this disciplinary action is "repentance and restoration" of the believer.

e The possibility of this individual being the same person mentioned in 2
Corinthians 2:5-11, who showed grief and was to be forgiven and comforted, is
raised as potential evidence of the effectiveness of the excommunication.



"The punishment inflicted on him... By the majority is sufficient. Now, instead,
you ought to forgive and comfort him so that he will not be overwhelmed by
excessive sorrow." (2 Corinthians 2:6-7, quoted by Meadors)

5. Addressing the Whole Community (1 Corinthians 5:6-8):

Paul uses the imagery of leaven from the Old Testament (Passover) as a metaphor
for sin and the need to purge it from the community.

"Leaven was a major metaphor for sin in the Old Testament. That's why they had
to use unleavened bread in all of their festival celebrations."

Their "sinful boasting" likely reflected a disingenuous attitude influenced by social
status, prioritizing worldly status over biblical morality.

Paul's rhetorical question, "Do you not know?" emphasizes the moral
expectations of the gospel and highlights their loss of "reputation and status
among the saints" due to their disobedience.

6. Severing Fellowship with Immoral Brothers and Sisters (1 Corinthians 5:9-13):

Paul clarifies a previous instruction not to associate with sexually immoral people,
explaining that he meant those within the church claiming to be believers but
living in unrepentant sin.

"But now I'm writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims
to be a brother or sister, but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater, slanderer,
drunkard, or swindler. Do not even eat with such a person."

He distinguishes between judging those inside the church, which is the church's
responsibility, and judging those outside, which is God's domain.

"What business is it of mine, Paul says, to judge those outside the church? Are
you not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside."

The church's role is to "expel the wicked person from among you" (referencing
Deuteronomy), maintaining the purity of the community.

While Christians can and should have a voice regarding morality in the broader
culture, the church does not have the authority to control the behavior of those
outside its membership.



"The church does not have to bear the responsibility of making the world act
right. We have the responsibility to declare that the world needs to get right with
God."

Conclusion:

Dr. Meadors' lecture provides a detailed analysis of 1 Corinthians 5:5-13, emphasizing
the importance of church discipline in addressing serious sin within the community. He
clarifies the meaning of "handing over to Satan" as excommunication, explores various
interpretations of "destruction of the flesh," and underscores the ultimate goal of
repentance and restoration. Furthermore, he highlights the church's responsibility to
judge and maintain purity within its own ranks while recognizing the limits of its
authority over those outside. The lecture stresses the ongoing relevance and challenging
nature of these biblical instructions for contemporary Christian communities.



4. Study Guide: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 15, Paul’s
Response to Oral Reports, 1 Cor 5:5-13

1 Corinthians 5:5-13 Study Guide
Quiz

1. What specific sin has the man in 1 Corinthians 5 committed, and how did the
Corinthian church initially respond to this situation?

2. Explain the meaning of Paul's instruction to "hand this man over to Satan." Is this
a literal act, and what is the intended purpose of this action?

3. According to the lecture, what is the "umbrella" analogy used to describe in
relation to the church and the world? What are the implications of being outside
this "umbrella"?

4. What are the two main views discussed regarding the "destruction of the flesh" in
1 Corinthians 5:5? Briefly describe each perspective.

5. How does the lecturer interpret the connection, if any, between the eventsin 1
Corinthians 5 and the discussion in 2 Corinthians 2:5-11?

6. What Old Testament imagery does Paul utilize in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, and what is
the significance of this imagery in the context of the Corinthian church's sin?

7. What rhetorical device does Paul frequently employ in 1 Corinthians (including in
chapter 5), and what is its likely purpose when read aloud to the congregation?

8. According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, what was his previous instruction
regarding association with sexually immoral people, and how does he clarify this
instruction?

9. What distinction does Paul draw between judging those inside and those outside
the church in 1 Corinthians 5:12-13? What are the implications of this distinction
for the church's role in the world?

10.How does the lecturer address the contemporary issue of Christian involvement
in legal and political matters in light of Paul's teachings in 1 Corinthians 5:12-137

Quiz Answer Key

1. The man has married his stepmother, a form of incest that was even condemned
by Roman society. The Corinthian church was arrogant about this behavior, likely



due to the man's status or influence within the community, and seemed to be
tolerating it.

"Handing over to Satan" is likely a metaphor for excommunication from the
church. It is not a literal delivery to the person of Satan but rather a removal from
the sphere of God's defined community and its protection, into the world which is
considered to be under Satan's influence. The intended purpose is disciplinary,
aiming to bring the unrepentant believer to recognize the seriousness of their sin.

. The "umbrella" analogy represents the church as the domain of God's protection
and care. Believers, through their connection to Christ and the church, are under
this umbrella. Being put out from the church means being removed from this
protective sphere and placed into the world, which is described as the domain of
Satan, making the individual vulnerable.

. The two main views are the individual body view and the corporate body view.
The individual body view suggests the "destruction of the flesh" refers to physical
suffering, potentially even sickness or death, as a remedial measure. The
corporate body view sees "flesh" as a metaphor for sinful nature or the sin-bent
self, and its destruction refers to the purging of sin from the community, leading
to the individual's repentance.

. The lecturer suggests it is likely that the individual disciplined in 1 Corinthians 5 is
the same person Paul refers to in 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, who has caused grief but
whose punishment has been sufficient, and who should now be forgiven and
comforted. This connection supports the idea that the excommunication in 1
Corinthians was effective in leading to repentance and restoration.

Paul uses the imagery of leaven during the Passover in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8.
Leaven is a metaphor for sin, and Paul urges the Corinthians to "purge out the old
leaven" to become a "new batch without leaven," just as unleavened bread was
used during Passover to symbolize purity and deliverance from sin. This highlights
the need to remove the pervasive influence of sin from their community.

Paul frequently uses the rhetorical question "Do you not know?" This device is
intended to engage the audience, remind them of previously taught moral
expectations of the gospel, and emphasize the disconnect between their behavior
and their understanding of Christian living. Its repetition would have been
impactful when the letter was read aloud.



8. Paul had previously written to the Corinthians not to associate with sexually
immoral people. He clarifies that this instruction pertained to those within the
church who claim to be believers but live immorally. He did not mean they should
avoid all contact with immoral people in the world, as that would be impossible,
but rather to sever fellowship with unrepentant sinners within the Christian
community.

9. Paul states that it is not his business to judge those outside the church; God will
judge them. However, he asserts that believers are to judge those inside the
church, holding them accountable to Christian standards. This distinction implies
that the church has authority and responsibility for the behavior of its members
but not for the world at large, though they can still proclaim truth to the world.

10.The lecturer states that the text in 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 regarding not judging
those outside the church should not be used to argue against Christian
involvement in legal and political issues. Christians, as citizens, have the right to
voice their beliefs and participate in their culture. However, the church's authority
is primarily over its members, and it should not assume it has the power to
control the behavior of the non-believing world.



Essay Format Questions

1.

Discuss the significance of Paul's instruction to "hand this man over to Satan" in 1
Corinthians 5:5. Analyze the various interpretations of this phrase presented in
the lecture and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses.

Explore the use of Old Testament imagery, specifically the metaphor of leaven
and the Passover context, in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8. How does Paul utilize these
concepts to address the specific sin within the Corinthian church and call for
communal purity?

Analyze Paul's distinction between judging those inside and outside the church in
1 Corinthians 5:9-13. What are the theological and practical implications of this
distinction for the church's understanding of its authority and its relationship with
the surrounding world?

Consider the purpose and effectiveness of church discipline as discussed in the
lecture, particularly in the context of 1 Corinthians 5. What are the intended
outcomes of such discipline, and what challenges might churches face in
implementing it biblically and effectively in contemporary culture?

Drawing on the entirety of the lecture on 1 Corinthians 5:5-13, synthesize the key
principles Paul is teaching the Corinthian church regarding sin, accountability, and
the boundaries of the Christian community. How do these principles remain
relevant for the church today?
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Glossary of Key Terms

Excommunication: The act of formally excluding someone from membership and
participation in a church community, often as a disciplinary measure.

Soteriological: Relating to salvation or the doctrine of salvation.

Objective Genitive: A grammatical construction where the noun in the genitive
case is the object of the action implied by the head noun (in this context,
"destruction of the flesh" where the flesh is the recipient of the destruction).

Eschaton: The final period in history, often associated with the end times,
judgment, and the ultimate destiny of humanity.

Ostracism: Exclusion from a group or society.

Leaven: A substance, like yeast, that causes dough to rise; often used
metaphorically in the Bible to represent sin or corrupting influence that spreads.

Rhetorical Device: A literary or linguistic technique used to produce a particular
effect on an audience (e.g., rhetorical questions, repetition).

Normative: Establishing a standard or rule for behavior or belief.
Delineation: The action of describing or marking something clearly.

Thematic: Relating to a unifying subject or idea.
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5. FAQs on Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 15, Paul’s
Response to Oral Reports, 1 Cor 5:5-13, Biblicalelearning.org

Frequently Asked Questions on 1 Corinthians 5:5-13

1. What was the specific situation in the Corinthian church that Paul addresses in 1
Corinthians 5:1-5? Paul addresses a situation of incest within the Corinthian church,
specifically a man living in a sexual relationship with his stepmother. This was considered
morally reprehensible even by Roman societal standards. Paul criticizes the church for its
arrogance and lack of appropriate moral judgment regarding this sin, possibly influenced
by the man's status or benefactions.

2. What does Paul mean when he instructs the Corinthians to "hand this man over to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh"? The phrase "hand this man over to Satan" is
generally understood to mean excommunication from the church. The church is
depicted as a sphere of God's protection and care, an "umbrella." By being expelled, the
man is thrust into the "world," which the Bible describes as being under the domain of
Satan. This action is not primarily about eternal damnation but rather a disciplinary
measure intended for the "destruction of the flesh" so that his spirit might be saved.

3. What are the different interpretations of "the destruction of the flesh" in this
context? There are several interpretations. The "individual body view" suggests physical
suffering, even sickness or death, might occur as a consequence of being handed over to
Satan. The "corporate body view" sees "flesh" as a metaphor for sinful nature or the sin-
bent self, and its destruction refers to the purging of sin from the community and the
breaking down of the individual's self-sufficiency, potentially leading to repentance. A
more holistic view suggests that "flesh" encompasses both the physical and spiritual
aspects, and the suffering experienced on any level could lead a true believer to
recognize their sin.

4. Is the purpose of this disciplinary action eternal damnation or something else? The
primary purpose of this disciplinary action is not eternal damnation but rather
repentance and eventual restoration of the erring believer. It is a severe measure
intended to bring the individual to recognize the gravity of their sin and turn back to God
and the community. The hope is that the experience of being outside the protection and
fellowship of the church will lead to a change of heart and the salvation of their spirit.
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5. How does Paul use the metaphor of "leaven" in verses 6-8? Paul employs the Old
Testament metaphor of leaven to address the Corinthian church's sinful boasting and
their tolerance of the egregious sin within their community. Just as a little leaven can
spread through a whole batch of dough, sin, if left unchecked, can corrupt the entire
church. He urges them to "purge out the old leaven" to become a "new batch without
leaven," drawing on the imagery of the Passover where unleavened bread was used to
symbolize purity and freedom from sin.

6. How does Paul differentiate the church's responsibility towards those inside versus
those outside the church in verses 9-13? Paul clarifies that the church has a
responsibility to judge and exercise discipline over its own members who claim to be
believers but live in unrepentant sin. He states that it is not the church's business to
judge those outside the church, as they are not under its authority. Instead, God will
judge those outside. The church's focus should be on maintaining its purity by expelling
the "wicked person" from its midst.

7. What are the implications of Paul's teaching in this passage for how the church
should interact with the wider, non-Christian world? Paul's teaching implies that the
church should not expect to control or make the non-Christian world behave according
to Christian standards. While Christians have a voice and can advocate for righteousness
in society, they do not have the authority to enforce Christian morality on those outside
the faith. The church's primary responsibility is to address sin within its own community
and to declare the need for the world to get right with God through salvation.

8. Does this passage offer insights into the process of repentance and restoration
within the church? While 1 Corinthians 5 focuses on the initial act of discipline, the
lecture notes suggest a potential connection to 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, where Paul
discusses forgiving and comforting a person who caused grief and had been punished by
the majority. This implies that the goal of excommunication is to lead to genuine sorrow
and repentance, paving the way for eventual forgiveness and restoration back into the
fellowship of the church. The effectiveness of the discipline is seen in the potential
return and reconciliation of the individual.



