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1. Abstract of Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 12, Response to
Chloe’s Household, Part 3 (2:5-16), Biblicalelearning.org

Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture explores biblical epistemology, specifically addressing the
concept of illumination in 1 Corinthians 2:5-16. He clarifies that illumination should be
understood as the Spirit's witness confirming the truth of Scripture to believers, rather
than direct, personal revelations. Meadors contrasts this with historical and
contemporary misunderstandings, emphasizing that the Spirit's role is to convict and
persuade, not to provide new content or interpretations independent of the Bible. He
examines passages often used to support direct spiritual guidance, arguing that they
primarily concern the apostles or relate to sanctification and the assurance of
salvation. Ultimately, the lecture underscores the necessity of diligent study of
Scripture, with the Spirit working to affirm its truth in the believer's life.

2. 20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 12 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament = Pauline Epistles = 1 Corinthians).
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3. Briefing Document: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 12,
Response to Chloe’s Household, Part 3 (2:5-16)

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Meadors on 1 Corinthians 2:5-16 and Biblical
Epistemology

Main Themes and Important Ideas:

Dr. Meadors' lecture focuses on Paul's explanation in 1 Corinthians 2:5-16 regarding the
authority of his message, delving into the crucial topic of biblical epistemology — how we
know what we know about God and why Scripture is authoritative. He specifically
addresses the concept of "illumination" and clarifies the role of the Holy Spirit in
understanding and appropriating God's Word.

Key Points and Arguments:

1. Biblical Epistemology as the Foundation of Scriptural Authority: Meadors argues
that understanding how we know God and why we accept Scripture is
foundational to Christian belief and practice. He states, "This is at the foundation
in many ways of why we accept the scriptures as we do and why we are so
adamant about following the scriptures for what they are." He identifies the role
of the Spirit in this process as a key epistemological problem.

2. Critique of the Common Understanding of lllumination: Meadors critiques the
popular notion of illumination as God directly communicating information or the
meaning of the Bible to individual Christians. He asserts, "lllumination at a pew
level is often thought of as God directly telling you what the Bible means,
something along those lines. I'm sorry, but that is a figment of people's
imagination." He emphasizes the danger of mistaking personal thoughts for divine
communication.

3. Redefining lllumination through the "Witness of the Spirit": Meadors proposes
that a more accurate understanding of illumination comes from the concept of
the "witness of the spirit." He points to Romans 8:16 ("the spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God"), 1 John 5:10 ("He that
believes in the Son of God has the witness in him or her"), and Romans 5:5 ("the
love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit") to
illustrate that the Spirit's primary witness is related to assurance of salvation and
conviction of faith. He concludes, "So, the witness of the spirit is dominantly in



these texts related to the question of salvation, assurance of salvation, and our
conviction in relation to our community obligations."

Historical Context: Reformation and the Authority of Scripture: Meadors
provides a historical overview of the doctrine of illumination, highlighting the
conflict between the Roman Catholic Church (authority in the Church) and the
Reformers (authority in Scripture alone). He explains how John Calvin shifted the
epistemological framework from "Word, Church" to "Word, Spirit" with his
doctrine of the testimonium internum Spiritus Sancti (internal witness of the Holy
Spirit).

"For the Reformers, authority resides in scripture alone, and the believer has the
right and responsibility to study the scriptures and come to conclusions
concerning their meaning."

"Calvin changed the equation to Bible, Spirit, took the Church out of the
equation, and gave the Spirit the category."

. Calvin's View: Spirit as Conviction, Not Content: Meadors emphasizes Calvin's
understanding of the Spirit's role as one of persuasion and conviction regarding
the truth and authority of Scripture, not as a source of new content or direct
interpretations.

Meadors quotes Ram's summary of Calvin: "'because the testimonium is a
persuasion, it is a persuasion about something. It's not something itself... It is not
its own content. The testimonium is a revealing action, not a revealed content.
The action is conviction. It is an illumination, not a communication.""

"For Calvin, the role of the Spirit was one of persuasion, not content. The content
was the Word to which the Spirit bore witness."

. The Spirit Exalts Christ: Meadors clarifies the Spirit's role within the Trinity,
stating that the primary function of the Holy Spirit is to exalt Christ, to bring
people to Christ, and to convict them concerning their need for Him through the
Scriptures. "The role of the Spirit is to exalt Christ. The role of the Spirit is not to
exalt himself... He leads us to Christ, he glorifies Christ, and teaches us Christ
through the Word."

. The Necessity of Engaging with Scripture: Meadors argues that the Spirit's

witness compels believers toward Scripture, not away from it. A lack of desire to
study and learn the Bible indicates a lack of response to the Spirit's work. "If you
don't have a driving compulsion to get into the Bible, learn the Bible, learn it at a



serious level, and share it with others, you lack a response to the Spirit because
that's what the Spirit does."

. Word and Spirit are Intertwined: Meadors stresses that the Word and the Spirit
are not independent entities. The Spirit operates in conjunction with the Word,

empowering obedience to Scripture. "You don't bifurcate Word and Spirit. They
go together. The witness of the Spirit and redemption."

. Spirit's Role in Interpretation: Enabling Submission, Not Providing Content:
Meadors clarifies that the Spirit does not provide the meaning of Scripture.
Instead, the Spirit helps believers to submit to the teaching of Scripture and
avoid imposing their own biases on the text. The actual process of understanding
Scripture is the task of hermeneutics.

"The Spirit does not communicate content, either new or interpretive. The Spirit
will not tell you what the Bible means."

"Rather, the Spirit, in inexplicable ways, helps the interpreter to submit to the
teaching that is being accessed while avoiding the imposition... of the mind-will-
emotion complex..."

. Re-examining Misused Texts: Meadors addresses several biblical passages often
used to support the idea of direct Spirit communication:

1 Corinthians 2:15: He clarifies that "the person with the Spirit makes judgments
about all things" does not mean omniscience or being above all criticism. Rather,
it signifies the Spirit's work in enabling understanding of created reality within a
biblical worldview, and that believers are ultimately accountable to God's
judgment.

Galatians 5:18 ("led by the Spirit"): He argues that this phrase in its context
refers to sanctification and moral development, living by the fruit of the Spirit,
not receiving specific personal guidance.

John 14:26 and 16:13 (Upper Room Discourse): Meadors emphasizes that Jesus'
promises here were specifically directed to the apostles to equip them for their
role in establishing the church and accurately recording Jesus' teachings. These
promises should not be extrapolated to all believers as a guarantee of direct
revelation.

1 John 2:26-27 ("the anointing... teaches you about all things"): He interprets
the "anointing" as the indwelling Spirit who confirms the truth of the teaching



already received (in this case, from John), rather than negating the need for
teachers altogether. He suggests adding the word "else" to clarify: "you do not
need anyone else to teach you."

1. Emphasis on Personal Study and Hermeneutics: Meadors concludes by
emphasizing the individual believer's responsibility to study the Scriptures
diligently and employ sound hermeneutical principles to understand God's Word.
The Spirit's role is to empower and motivate this study, not to replace it.
"Whatever legitimacy the word illumination has, it has to do with the spirit's
witness of the Word that you need to appropriate.”

Quotes:

e "This is at the foundation in many ways of why we accept the scriptures as we do
and why we are so adamant about following the scriptures for what they are."

e "lllumination at a pew level is often thought of as God directly telling you what
the Bible means, something along those lines. I'm sorry, but that is a figment of
people's imagination."

o "the spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God"
(Romans 8:16).

o "For the Reformers, authority resides in scripture alone, and the believer has the
right and responsibility to study the scriptures and come to conclusions
concerning their meaning."

e "Calvin changed the equation to Bible, Spirit, took the Church out of the
equation, and gave the Spirit the category."

o "'because the testimonium is a persuasion, it is a persuasion about something. It's
not something itself... It is not its own content. The testimonium is a revealing
action, not a revealed content. The action is conviction. It is an illumination, not a
communication.""

e "The role of the Spirit is to exalt Christ. The role of the Spirit is not to exalt
himself... He leads us to Christ, he glorifies Christ, and teaches us Christ through
the Word."

o "If you don't have a driving compulsion to get into the Bible, learn the Bible, learn
it at a serious level, and share it with others, you lack a response to the Spirit
because that's what the Spirit does."



e "The Spirit does not communicate content, either new or interpretive. The Spirit
will not tell you what the Bible means."

o "Whatever legitimacy the word illumination has, it has to do with the spirit's
witness of the Word that you need to appropriate."

Conclusion:

Dr. Meadors provides a nuanced understanding of biblical epistemology, particularly
regarding the concepts of illumination and the witness of the Spirit. He argues against
the popular notion of direct Spirit communication of biblical meaning, emphasizing
instead the Spirit's role in assuring believers of their salvation and compelling them to
diligently study and submit to the truth of Scripture. He highlights the historical context
of these doctrines and carefully re-examines biblical texts often misused to support
alternative views. Ultimately, Meadors underscores the importance of personal
engagement with the Bible through sound hermeneutical practices, empowered by the
Spirit's conviction.



4. Study Guide: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 12, Response
to Chloe’s Household, Part 3 (2:5-16)

Study Guide: 1 Corinthians 2:5-16 and the Role of the Holy Spirit
Quiz:

1. According to Meadors, what is the primary focus of the "witness of the Spirit" as
described in Romans 8:16 and 1 John 5:107?

2. How did John Calvin's view of authority during the Reformation differ from the
Roman Catholic Church's view? What two elements did Calvin emphasize?

3. Explain Meadors' interpretation of the Spirit's role in relation to understanding
Scripture. What does the Spirit primarily do, and what does the Spirit not do?

4. How does Meadors interpret 1 Corinthians 2:15, particularly the phrase "the
person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things"? Does it imply
omniscience?

5. According to Meadors, what is the context of Galatians 5:18 ("But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law")? What does "led by the Spirit" signify in
this passage?

6. Why does Meadors argue that John 14:26 and 16:13 (Jesus' promises about the
Holy Spirit in the upper room discourse) do not directly apply as a personal
promise to all believers today?

7. How does Meadors interpret 1 John 2:27 ("But as his anointing teaches you about
all things...")? Does it negate the need for teachers within the Christian
community?

8. What does Meadors mean by the statement that "illumination is not a cop-out for
no study"? What is the relationship between the Spirit's work and the believer's
responsibility?

9. According to Meadors, what should a believer's attitude and actions be towards
studying and understanding the Bible, based on the Spirit's role?

10. What is the task of hermeneutics, according to Meadors, and how does the Spirit
relate to this task?

Answer Key:



. Meadors states that the primary focus of the "witness of the Spirit" in Romans
8:16 and 1 John 5:10 is related to the assurance of salvation and the believer's
internal conviction that they are children of God. It provides a settled confidence
in their relationship with Christ.

. The Roman Catholic Church believed authority resided in the Church, which
interpreted Scripture. Calvin, on the other hand, asserted that authority resides in
Scripture alone, and he emphasized the Bible and the Spirit as the key elements
for understanding its truthfulness and authority (the testimonium internum
Spiritus Sancti).

. Meadors interprets the Spirit's primary role as convicting believers of the truth
and authority of Scripture, compelling them to study and engage with it seriously.
The Spirit does not directly communicate new content or tell believers what the
Bible means; that is the task of hermeneutics.

. Meadors explains that 1 Corinthians 2:15 does not mean a Spirit-filled person
knows everything or is omniscient. Instead, he believes the Spirit enables
believers to understand created reality within a biblical worldview and make
judgments based on Scripture, though they are still subject to God's judgment.

. According to Meadors, the context of Galatians 5:18 is sanctification and moral
development. "Led by the Spirit" in this passage is a metaphor for pursuing
sanctification and living by the fruit of the Spirit, not a direct personal leading for
every decision.

. Meadors argues that Jesus' promises in John 14:26 and 16:13 were specifically
addressed to his disciples (the apostles) in the upper room. These promises
pertained to their ability to accurately remember and understand Jesus' teachings
as the foundation of the early church, not as a generic promise to bypass study
for all future believers.

. Meadors interprets 1 John 2:27 as the indwelling Spirit confirming the truth of
the teachings the believers had already received from John, their teacher. It does
not negate the need for teachers but warns against following false teachers who
contradict the foundational truths they had been taught and confirmed by the
Spirit.

. Meadors emphasizes that the Spirit's witness and any legitimate understanding of
"illumination" encourage and compel believers to diligently study the Bible. It is



not an excuse to avoid the hard work of hermeneutics, expecting the Spirit to
directly reveal meaning without engagement with the text.

Based on Meadors' lecture, a believer should have a driving compulsion to study
the Bible seriously, learn its content, and share it with others. They should
approach Scripture with the understanding that the Spirit convicts them of its
truth and the need for careful study, not providing direct interpretations.

10. According to Meadors, the task of hermeneutics is the actual process of accessing

the intended meaning of Scripture, requiring skill in applying its science and art
and a willingness to submit to what the Scriptures actually teach. The Spirit helps
the interpreter to submit to the teaching being accessed while trying to avoid
imposing their own biases, but does not provide the interpretive content itself.

Essay Format Questions:

1.

Discuss the historical context of the Reformation and how John Calvin's doctrine
of the testimonium internum Spiritus Sancti addressed the issue of authority in
interpreting Scripture. How does Meadors present and evaluate this historical
development?

Explain Meadors' understanding of "illumination" in relation to the Holy Spirit's
work in a believer's life. Contrast this with the "pew level" understanding he
describes and analyze the biblical basis he uses to support his view.

Analyze Meadors' interpretations of 1 Corinthians 2:15, Galatians 5:18, and the
upper room discourse in John 14-16. How does he use contextual analysis to
argue against common misunderstandings of these passages regarding the Spirit's
direct communication?

Discuss the relationship between the Holy Spirit, the study of Scripture
(hermeneutics), and obedience in Meadors' lecture. What is the believer's
responsibility in this process, and what role does the Spirit play in facilitating
understanding and application?

Critically evaluate Meadors' arguments against the idea that the Holy Spirit
directly communicates specific interpretations or new information to individual
believers apart from Scripture. What are the strengths and potential weaknesses
of his position based on the provided excerpts?
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Glossary of Key Terms:

Epistemology: The branch of philosophy concerned with the nature and scope of
knowledge, including its sources, justification, and limits. In this context, it refers
to how we know and why we accept the authority of the Bible.

Oral Communique: A spoken message or report. The lecture refers to Paul's
response to information received verbally from Chloe's household.

Excursus: A digression or a detailed discussion of a particular point in a book,
lecture, or other work. Meadors uses this term to describe his deeper exploration
of biblical epistemology.

lllumination (theological construct): In systematic theology, this term often refers
to the Spirit's work in enabling believers to understand and receive spiritual truth.
Meadors critiques common understandings of this term.

Witness of the Spirit (testimonium Spiritus Sancti): The idea, particularly
emphasized by the Reformers, that the Holy Spirit inwardly confirms the truth
and authority of God's Word to the believer.

Assurance of Salvation: The believer's confidence and certainty in their eternal
salvation through Jesus Christ.

Regeneration: The spiritual rebirth or renewal of a person by the Holy Spirit,
leading to a new life in Christ.

Reformation: A 16th-century movement for the reform of abuses in the Roman
Catholic Church, leading to the establishment of the Reformed and Protestant
Churches.

Sola Scriptura: A Latin phrase meaning "Scripture alone," a foundational principle
of the Reformation asserting that the Bible is the ultimate authority for faith and
practice.

Testimonium (internum Spiritus Sancti): Latin for "internal witness of the Holy
Spirit," referring to the Spirit's inner conviction of the truthfulness of Scripture.

Efficacious Confirmation: The Spirit's powerful and effective act of affirming the
truth and authority of the Word in the believer's heart and mind.

Enthusiasts (historical context): During the Reformation, this term often referred
to radical groups who claimed direct revelations from God that superseded or
were equal to Scripture.
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Trinity: The Christian doctrine that God is one being in three co-equal and co-
eternal persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit.

Redemption: The act of God saving humanity from sin and its consequences
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Hermeneutics: The theory and practice of interpreting texts, especially biblical
texts. It involves the principles and methods used to understand the meaning of
Scripture.

Indwelt by the Spirit: A theological metaphor describing the intimate and
ongoing relationship between the Holy Spirit and the believer after conversion.

Sanctification: The ongoing process by which believers are made holy and
conformed to the image of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Pneumatology: The branch of theology concerned with the Holy Spirit, including
the Spirit's nature, personhood, and work.

Upper Room Discourse: The collection of Jesus' teachings and promises to his
disciples in the upper room on the night before his crucifixion, recorded primarily
in John chapters 13-17.

Apostolic Community: The group of Jesus' twelve disciples (and later Paul) who
were foundational to the early church and whose teachings hold special
authority.

Anointing (in 1 John 2:27): A metaphor for the indwelling Holy Spirit, who
provides spiritual discernment and confirmation of truth.
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5. FAQs on Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 12, Response to
Chloe’s Household, Part 3 (2:5-16), Biblicalelearning.org

Frequently Asked Questions on Biblical Epistemology and the Role of the Spirit in
Understanding Scripture (Based on Dr. Meadors' Lecture on 1 Corinthians 2:5-16)

1. What is biblical epistemology, and why is it important according to the lecture?

Biblical epistemology, as discussed in the lecture, concerns how we know what we know
from a biblical perspective, particularly the basis for the authority of Scripture. It
examines how God communicates truth and how believers come to understand and
accept it. This is foundational because it underpins our acceptance of the Bible as
authoritative and our commitment to following its teachings. The lecture emphasizes
the importance of understanding this to avoid misinterpretations about the role of the
Holy Spirit in providing direct knowledge or interpretations apart from Scripture.

2. What does the theological concept of "illumination" often refer to, and how does
Dr. Meadors refine this understanding?

Commonly, "illumination" is understood at a popular level as God directly revealing the
meaning of the Bible to individual believers. However, Dr. Meadors argues that this is not
accurate. He suggests that a better way to understand "illumination" is through the
biblical concept of the "witness of the Spirit." This witness is primarily related to the
assurance of salvation and the internal conviction that believers are children of God,
rather than direct interpretive insights.

3. According to the lecture, what is the primary role of the Holy Spirit in relation to
Scripture and the believer?

Dr. Meadors emphasizes that the Spirit's role is not to communicate new content or
provide interpretations of Scripture directly. Instead, the Spirit's primary role is to bear
witness to the truthfulness and authority of God's Word. This involves convicting
believers of the Bible's importance, compelling them to study it seriously, and enabling
them to submit to its teachings. The Spirit's work is one of persuasion and conviction,
not the delivery of specific information or interpretations.
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4. How did the Reformation period influence the understanding of biblical authority
and the role of the Spirit?

During the Reformation, there was a conflict between the Roman Catholic Church, which
held that the Church had ultimate authority in interpreting Scripture, and the Reformers,
who asserted that authority resides in Scripture alone and that believers have the right
and responsibility to study it. John Calvin shifted the focus from "Word, Church" (Roman
Catholic view) to "Word, Spirit" (Reformed view). Calvin believed the Spirit internally
convicts believers of the truth and authority of Scripture, calling this the testimonium
internum Spiritus Sancti (internal witness of the Holy Spirit). The Spirit persuades the
heart and mind concerning the truthfulness of the Word.

5. What are some biblical texts that are often misinterpreted regarding the Spirit's role
in direct teaching, and what is the correct understanding according to the lecture?

Several texts are commonly misused to claim direct Spirit teaching. These include John
14:26, John 16:13, and 1 John 2:27. Dr. Meadors argues that John 14:26 and 16:13 are
specific promises to the apostles to help them accurately recall and understand Jesus'
teachings, forming the foundation of the New Testament. 1 John 2:27, which states
believers "do not need anyone to teach you," is understood in the context of John having
already taught his audience, and the Spirit confirming the truth of that initial teaching
against false teachers, not as a dismissal of all future teaching or study.

6. What is the relationship between the Word (Scripture) and the Spirit, as explained
in the lecture?

The lecture stresses that the Word and the Spirit are not independent entities but are
closely connected. The Spirit operates through and in conjunction with the Word.
Believers should not seek direct guidance from the Spirit apart from engaging with
Scripture. Instead, they should go to the Word to understand God's will and ask the
Spirit for help in being obedient to it. The Spirit bears witness to the Word, compelling
believers to engage with and submit to its teachings.
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7. How should Christians approach the task of interpreting Scripture, according to Dr.
Meadors?

Interpreting Scripture is the task of hermeneutics, requiring skill in applying the science
and art of interpretation and a willingness to submit to what the Scriptures actually
teach. The Spirit helps believers to submit to the teaching of Scripture by working with
their will, but the Spirit does not provide the content of interpretation. Believers are
responsible for diligent study to understand the intended meaning, while the Spirit
convicts them of its truth and relevance.

8. What are the implications of this understanding of the Spirit's role for the daily lives
of believers?

This understanding implies that believers should prioritize diligent study of the Bible and
not rely on feelings or perceived direct revelations for guidance or interpretation. While
the Spirit provides an internal conviction of the truth of Scripture and motivates
believers towards obedience, understanding God's Word requires effort, learning, and
the application of sound hermeneutical principles. Believers should not get frustrated
with God for not directly telling them things but should instead engage with the
revealed truth in Scripture, trusting that the Spirit will confirm its importance and guide
them in living according to it.



