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1. Abstract of Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 6, Introduction
to 1 Corinthians, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture introduces the book of 1 Corinthians by focusing on the
historical and cultural context of the city of Corinth. He emphasizes the significance of its
geography as a major trade hub in the ancient Roman world. The lecture distinguishes
between the classical Greek Corinth and the Roman Corinth of Paul's time, highlighting
the need to consider the correct historical period when studying ancient sources.
Meadors also discusses the social dynamics of Roman Corinth, including its emphasis on
status and values that often conflicted with Christian teachings. He stresses the
importance of understanding this background to accurately interpret Paul's letter and
avoid modern assumptions. The lecture encourages further reading in commentaries like
Garland's to gain a more complete understanding of the world in which 1 Corinthians
was written.

2. 16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of Dr.
Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 6 — Double click icon to play
in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org
[Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New
Testament - Pauline Epistles = 1 Corinthians).
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3. Briefing Document: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 6,
Introduction to 1 Corinthians, Part 1

Briefing Document: Introduction to 1 Corinthians - Lecture 6 (Part 1) by Dr. Gary
Meadors

Overview:

This document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented by Dr. Gary
Meadors in the first part of his introductory lecture on the book of 1 Corinthians. Dr.
Meadors emphasizes the crucial need to understand the historical, cultural, and
geographical context of Corinth in the first century AD to accurately interpret Paul's
letter. He cautions against relying on information from the classical Greek period of
Corinth (before its destruction) and highlights the significance of its Roman colonial
identity during Paul's time. The lecture also introduces the literary genre of epistles and
the importance of recognizing them as "occasional literature." Finally, Dr. Meadors
touches upon the prevailing social dynamics and value systems of the Roman world,
contrasting them with Christian values.

Key Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Importance of Context:

o Dr. Meadors stresses that to understand 1 Corinthians, one must consider the
"basic facts of introduction"” and the broader context in which the letter was
written. He states, "The Bible, my friends, was not written in a vacuum. It was
written in a real time and place, where you have a real world and people, and you
have all of these ancient polytheistic religions that existed..."

e He highlights the need to study the Bible in its "original context, whether that
context is geographical, historical, literary, or language-related because that's
where it was birthed."

2. The Geography of Corinth:

e Corinth's strategic geographical location as a "crossroads between the East and
the West" was a major factor in its importance.

e Its position on the isthmus, allowing for the transfer of goods and even ships
between the Aegean and Adriatic Seas, made it a significant "merchandising city."
Dr. Meadors explains, "And so, Corinth was a stop. It was a major merchandising
situation just because of its natural geography."



He uses the analogy of a "Navy town" to describe its bustling and sometimes
"wild" atmosphere due to the influx of traveling sailors.

3. Historical Development of Corinth:

Dr. Meadors distinguishes between "classical and ancient Corinth" (Greek) and
the "Corinth of the New Testament period" (Roman).

The city was devastated by the Romans in the second century BCE and then
"reformulated as a Roman colony" in 44 BCE. This Roman Corinth, the one Paul
visited, was different from its Greek predecessor.

He cautions against using sources indiscriminately, emphasizing the importance of
the "time of the record" and whether it pertains to the Greek or Roman Corinth.

4. Understanding Ancient Sources:

It's crucial to consider the "who is writing the report" and potential biases. For
example, Aristophanes, a pro-Athenian comic playwright, used the term
"Corinthianizer" negatively to mean a "flagrant fornicator," potentially
exaggerating Corinth's immorality to make Athens look better.

When considering religious practices like "temple prostitutes" associated with the
cult of Aphrodite, it's vital to discern whether the accounts refer to the pre-
Roman or Roman Corinth. Strabo's account of "1,000 temple prostitutes" refers to
the ancient Corinth, not necessarily the city Paul knew. Dr. Meadors notes, "So
you can't take that as a proof text for the kind of town in which Paul came."

While acknowledging Corinth was likely a "wide-open place" with non-Christian
moral standards, Meadors urges caution with the evidence used to make such
claims.

5. Jewish Presence in Corinth:

Archaeological evidence, specifically a broken door capstone inscribed with
references to a "synagogue" and "Hebrews," indicates the presence of a Jewish
community in Corinth.

Philo's inclusion of Corinth in his list of the diaspora further supports this.

Synagogues were community centers, typically run by Pharisees, who were
authoritative teachers of the law and could be found throughout the Greco-
Roman world.



6. The Greco-Roman World as Context:

The Bible was written within the "first-century Roman world," which was heavily
influenced by Greek culture (Hellenism).

Athens and Corinth were characterized by numerous polytheistic religions and
deities. Christianity was initially viewed as a "Jewish sect" within this landscape.

Meadors quotes a saying about Athens: "it was easier to find a god in Athens than
it was a man," highlighting the pervasive presence of religious statues and
memorials.

7. Epistles as Occasional Literature:

1 Corinthians is an "epistle," meaning a letter. Dr. Meadors likens reading epistles
to listening to "one-way telephone conversations," where we only hear one side.

He emphasizes the concept of "occasional literature," meaning these letters were
written in response to specific situations and issues known to the original
audience and the writer. To understand them, we must "unpack that occasion"
and avoid making assumptions. He states, "Occasional literature is written to an
occasion, and you'll get snippets of what that occasion is about, but we have to
work very diligently to unpack that occasion..."

8. Social Relations and Values in the Roman World:

Roman colonies like Corinth were established to promote Roman culture, religion,
and values.

It was a "mercantile society" with significant social stratification and a strong
emphasis on "social status" and "dignitas." Dr. Meadors points out, "Everything
was set up along social status. There was a viciousness in the competition to
achieve status, dignitas."

This intense competition for status influenced various aspects of life, including
legal matters and interpersonal relationships, as hinted at by the issues Paul
addresses in 1 Corinthians (e.g., divisions at the Lord's Supper in chapter 11).

The prevailing values of "honor and status" and ruthless self-advancement were
"antithetical to the message of the cross."

The church in Corinth was influenced by "individualism" and the pursuit of
"power" for status, mirroring the wider Roman world.



9. Virtue-Driven Life vs. Purpose-Driven Life:

e Dr. Meadors argues that Christianity is fundamentally about a "virtue-driven life,"
focusing on the development of Christian virtues (like the fruit of the Spirit in
Galatians 5), rather than a "purpose-driven life."

e Paul'saimin 1 Corinthians is to transform the Corinthians from a "Roman worldly
value system to a biblical value system," emphasizing a conflict of values.

10. The Imperceptibility of Culture:

e Using the analogy of a fish not feeling wet due to the slime protecting it, Dr.
Meadors suggests that we often don't consciously "feel our culture."

e Understanding and distinguishing Christian values from our surrounding culture
requires "focused research on the virtues and ethics that the Bible calls us to live
by" and contrasting them with the world.

e Christian leaders have a responsibility to help believers understand the "waters in
which they're swimming" and be protected from the "disease of the world."

Next Steps:

Dr. Meadors concludes the lecture by recommending that listeners read the introduction
to David Garland's commentary on 1 Corinthians (published by Baker) to further deepen
their understanding of the cultural context. The next lecture will continue exploring the
introduction to 1 Corinthians, picking up at the bottom of page 22 of the notes.



4. Study Guide: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 6,
Introduction to 1 Corinthians, Part 1

Study Guide: Introduction to 1 Corinthians (Meadors, Lecture 6)

Key Concepts and Themes:

Quiz:

The Importance of Context: Understanding the historical, geographical, cultural,
and literary context of 1 Corinthians is crucial for accurate interpretation.

The City of Corinth: Its strategic geographical location as a mercantile and naval
crossroads between East and West, its history (Greek colony, Roman destruction,
Roman re-establishment), and its social and religious environment.

Classical vs. Roman Corinth: Recognizing the differences between the Corinth of
ancient Greek times and the Corinth of Paul's era as a Roman colony.

Ancient Religions in Corinth: The presence of cults like that of Aphrodite/Venus
and the need for caution when using historical accounts of temple practices,
ensuring the timeframe aligns with Paul's time.

Jewish Presence in Corinth: Archaeological evidence of a synagogue indicating
Jewish influence in the city.

The Greco-Roman World: The pervasive influence of Roman culture, law, and
social structures, as well as the lingering impact of Hellenism (Greek culture).

Epistolary Genre: Understanding that 1 Corinthians is a letter ("epistle") and
therefore "occasional literature" written to address specific issues within the
Corinthian church known to both the writer and the original audience.

Social Status in Corinth: The significant role of social hierarchy, competition for
status (dignitas), and how these values conflicted with Christian teachings of
equality and humility.

Values in Conflict: The clash between Roman worldly values (individualism,
power, status) and Judeo-Christian values (virtue-driven life).

Cultural Blindness: The analogy of the fish not feeling wet to illustrate how
deeply ingrained cultural norms can be and the necessity of conscious effort to
discern them in light of biblical teachings.



1. Explain why Corinth's geographical location was significant in the ancient world,
particularly during Paul's time.

2. Describe the key historical difference between classical/ancient Corinth and the
Corinth of the New Testament period. Why is it important to distinguish between
these?

3. What does the term "Corinthianizer" signify, and what caution should one
exercise when encountering this term in ancient sources?

4. What evidence indicates a Jewish presence in Corinth during the first century AD,
and what role did the Pharisees typically play in diaspora Jewish communities?

5. Define "Hellenism" and explain its relevance to understanding the cultural
context of the New Testament world.

6. Why is 1 Corinthians categorized as "occasional literature," and what implications
does this have for interpreting the letter?

7. Describe the importance of "social status" in the Greco-Roman world, and how
did this value potentially create challenges within the early Christian community
in Corinth?

8. According to the lecture, what is the fundamental conflict that Paul addresses in 1
Corinthians regarding the Corinthians' value system?

9. Explain the analogy of the fish not feeling wet and how it relates to understanding
our own cultural context in relation to Christian values.

10. What does Dr. Meadors recommend reading in addition to the lecture notes to
gain a more comprehensive understanding of the cultural context of 1
Corinthians?

Quiz Answer Key:

1. Corinth was strategically located on an isthmus, a narrow land bridge connecting
the Aegean and Adriatic Seas, making it a vital crossroads for trade between the
East and West. This allowed merchants to avoid the dangerous sea voyage around
the Peloponnese, leading to significant commercial activity in Corinth.

2. Classical Corinth was primarily a Greek colony that was destroyed by the Romans
in the second century BCE, while the Corinth of the New Testament was a Roman
colony re-established about a century before Christ. It's important to distinguish
these because their social, religious, and cultural landscapes differed significantly.



"Corinthianizer" was a term coined by the Athenian comic playwright
Aristophanes to describe someone who was flagrantly sexually immoral,
reflecting a negative stereotype of Corinth. One should be cautious because
Aristophanes was pro-Athens and likely aimed to portray Corinth negatively in his

plays.

. Archaeological evidence of a broken door capstone with inscriptions indicating
the presence of a "synagogue of the Hebrews" suggests a Jewish community in
Corinth. Pharisees, as teachers of the law and the scriptures, typically played a
leading role in the synagogues and served as authoritative figures in diaspora
Jewish communities.

"Hellenism" refers to the influence and spread of Greek culture, language,
thought, and way of life following the conquests of Alexander the Great. Its
relevance lies in the fact that the Roman world, including Corinth, had absorbed
many aspects of Hellenistic culture, impacting social norms, language (Koine
Greek), and religious practices.

1 Corinthians is "occasional literature" because it is a letter written to address
specific circumstances, questions, or problems that were occurring within the
Corinthian church at a particular time. This means that to understand the letter
fully, readers need to try to reconstruct the "occasion" or the specific issues being
addressed.

. Social status was a fundamental organizing principle in the Greco-Roman world,
with significant emphasis placed on honor (dignitas) and the competition to
achieve it. This created potential divisions and conflicts within the early Christian
community in Corinth, where the emphasis should have been on equality and
unity in Christ rather than worldly hierarchies.

. The fundamental conflict Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians is between the Roman

worldly value system, characterized by individualism, the pursuit of power for
status, and ruthless self-advancement, and the biblical value system, which
emphasizes a virtue-driven life rooted in Christian ethics and the teachings of
Christ.

. The analogy of the fish not feeling wet illustrates that we are often unaware of
the pervasive influence of our own culture because we are immersed in it daily.
Just as a fish doesn't perceive its watery environment as foreign, we may not
readily recognize how our cultural norms and values might conflict with Christian
principles without focused study and reflection.



10. Dr. Meadors recommends reading the introduction to a major commentary on 1

Corinthians, specifically suggesting David Garland's commentary published by
Baker, to gain a more detailed understanding of the historical and cultural context
of the letter.

Essay Format Questions:

1.

Analyze the key geographical and historical factors that contributed to the unique
character of the city of Corinth during the time of Paul. How might these factors
have influenced the challenges faced by the early Christian church there?

Discuss the importance of understanding the literary genre of 1 Corinthians as an
"occasional letter" for its proper interpretation. What are some potential pitfalls
of reading it without considering its original context and audience?

Compare and contrast the dominant values of the Greco-Roman world,
particularly concerning social status and honor, with the values promoted in the
teachings of Jesus and the early Christian church. How did this clash of values
manifest in the Corinthian church?

Evaluate the reliability and limitations of using ancient historical sources to
reconstruct the social and religious environment of Corinth in the first century
AD. What criteria should be used to assess these sources, and what potential
biases might they contain?

Drawing on the lecture, explain the significance of recognizing our own cultural
context when interpreting biblical texts like 1 Corinthians. How can we become
more aware of our cultural "waters" and better discern their influence on our
understanding of scripture?

Glossary of Key Terms:

Isthmus: A narrow strip of land connecting two larger land areas, with water on
two sides. Corinth was situated on the Isthmus of Corinth.

Mercantile City: A city primarily engaged in trade and commerce. Corinth's
location made it a major hub for merchants.

Navy Town: A city with a significant naval presence or importance. Corinth served
as a key port.
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Classical Corinth: The ancient Greek city of Corinth before its destruction by the
Romans in 146 BCE.

Roman Corinth: The Roman colony of Corinth, re-established in 44 BCE, which
was the city Paul visited.

Historiographer: A person who writes history. It's important to consider the
perspective and biases of ancient historiographers.

Corinthianizer: A term, originating with Aristophanes, used to describe a person
who was considered sexually immoral or licentious, often associated with the
reputation of ancient Corinth.

Temple Prostitutes: Individuals associated with ancient religious cults who
engaged in sexual acts as part of worship rituals, particularly in fertility cults. The
extent of this practice in Roman Corinth is debated.

Diaspora: The dispersion of Jews outside of Israel following the Babylonian exile.
Philo's writings include Corinth in his list of diaspora communities.

Synagogue: A Jewish community center used for worship, study, and social
gatherings. They were established in Jewish communities throughout the
diaspora.

Pharisees: A Jewish religious and political group known for their emphasis on the
interpretation and observance of Jewish law. They often led synagogues in the
diaspora.

Sadducees: Another Jewish religious and political group, primarily associated with
the Temple in Jerusalem.

Greco-Roman World: The cultural and historical period in which Greek and
Roman cultures interacted and influenced each other, particularly during the
Roman Empire.

Hellenism: The spread of Greek culture, language, and customs in the ancient
world, especially after the conquests of Alexander the Great.

Lingua Franca: A language that is adopted as a common language between
speakers whose native languages are different. Koine Greek served as the lingua
franca in the Eastern Mediterranean during the Roman period.

Koine Greek: The common form of the Greek language spoken and written during
the Hellenistic and Roman periods, in which the New Testament was written.
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Epistle: A letter, particularly a formal or didactic one. The letters of Paul in the
New Testament are examples of epistles.

Occasional Literature: Writings that are produced in response to a specific event,
situation, or need. The New Testament epistles are considered occasional
literature.

Social Status: The relative position of an individual within a social hierarchy, often
based on factors like wealth, birth, and honor.

Dignitas: A Latin term referring to a sense of social worth, honor, and esteem that
was highly valued in Roman society.

Virtue-Driven Life: A way of living characterized by the cultivation and practice of
moral excellence and good character, as opposed to being solely focused on
achieving specific purposes or outcomes.
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5. FAQs on Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 6, Introduction to
1 Corinthians, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions about 1 Corinthians and its Context

1. Why was the city of Corinth geographically significant in the ancient world,
particularly during the time of Paul? Corinth's strategic location on the isthmus
connecting the Aegean and lonian Seas made it a crucial crossroads for trade between
the East and West. Avoiding the dangerous sea voyage around the southern
Peloponnese, merchants and sailors would transport goods and even drag smaller ships
across the narrow land bridge. This geographical advantage made Corinth a major
merchandising center and a bustling port city.

2. How did the historical development of Corinth, from its classical Greek origins to its
Roman status, impact the context of Paul's letter? Classical Greek Corinth was
destroyed by the Romans in the second century BCE but was re-established as a Roman
colony in 44 BCE, about a century before Paul's arrival. This Roman Corinth, while
sharing some characteristics with its Greek predecessor, was a newly organized city with
Roman administration, laws, and cultural influences. Understanding this distinction is
vital because descriptions of earlier Corinth, particularly regarding religious practices
and societal norms, may not accurately reflect the city Paul addressed.

3. What were some of the key characteristics of the social and cultural environment of
Roman Corinth that are relevant to understanding 1 Corinthians? Roman Corinth was a
vibrant, international city heavily influenced by Roman culture, religion, and values, yet
it also retained elements of Hellenism. It was a mercantile society with significant
emphasis on social status ("dignitas") and competition for honor, which often
manifested in ways antithetical to Christian values of humility and community. The city
also had a reputation for being "wild" and was home to various polytheistic religions,
including the cult of Aphrodite/Venus, which involved practices starkly contrasting with
Jewish and Christian morality.
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4. How does the concept of "occasional literature" apply to the study of 1 Corinthians,
and why is it important? Epistles like 1 Corinthians are considered "occasional
literature" because they were written to address specific situations, questions, or
problems that were occurring within the recipient church at a particular time.
Understanding this is crucial because we, as modern readers, are not the original
audience and lack direct knowledge of the specific context. To properly interpret Paul's
letter, we must diligently try to reconstruct the "occasion" that prompted his writing,
avoiding assumptions based on our own cultural context.

5. How did the prevalence of Hellenism and Roman culture influence the early
Christian community in Corinth? Corinth was deeply immersed in Hellenistic thought
and Roman societal structures. These influences permeated various aspects of life,
including social hierarchies, values related to honor and power, and religious beliefs. The
early Christians in Corinth, coming from this background, would have naturally been
shaped by these cultural forces. Paul's letter addresses issues such as divisions based on
social status, misunderstandings of spiritual gifts, and ethical concerns that likely
stemmed, at least in part, from the tension between their former cultural norms and
their new identity in Christ.

6. What role did the Jewish community and the synagogue play in Corinth, and how
might this have influenced the early church? Archaeological evidence confirms the
presence of a Jewish community and a synagogue in Corinth during Paul's time.
Synagogues served as community centers and were typically led by Pharisees, who were
knowledgeable in Jewish law and scripture. The early Christian movement emerged from
within Judaism, and Paul often preached in synagogues initially. Therefore, the Jewish
community in Corinth likely formed a segment of the early church, and the interaction
between Jewish and Gentile converts, along with the ongoing influence of Jewish
traditions and teachings, would have shaped the Corinthian church.

7. Why is it essential to consider the historical, cultural, and literary context when
interpreting the book of 1 Corinthians? The Bible, including 1 Corinthians, was written
within a specific historical, cultural, and literary context that is significantly different
from our own. To accurately understand the meaning and intent of the text, we must
strive to understand the world in which it was written — the geography, the history, the
social norms, the prevalent beliefs, and the literary conventions of the time (like the
nature of an epistle). Ignoring this context can lead to misinterpretations and the
application of scripture in ways that were not intended by the original author.
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8. What is the central conflict that Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians, and how does it
relate to the values of the Roman world? A primary conflict Paul addresses in 1
Corinthians is the tension between the worldly value system prevalent in Roman
Corinth, characterized by individualism, the pursuit of status and power, and certain
permissive attitudes towards morality, and the biblical value system centered on Christ,
humility, love, unity, and virtue. Paul seeks to transform the Corinthians' thinking and
behavior, urging them to move away from Roman worldly wisdom and embrace a Christ-
centered way of life defined by virtues of the Spirit rather than the pursuit of worldly
honor and status.



