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1. Abstract of Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 3, How the
Bible Teaches Us: 3 Levels, Par 1, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Meadors' lecture introduces a framework for understanding how the Bible
teaches. He proposes a model with three levels: direct teaching, implied teaching, and
creative constructs. The lecture emphasizes the variety of biblical interpretations and
the need to discern the most compelling views. Meadors also presents a "Theological
Encyclopedia” pyramid, illustrating the interconnected disciplines involved in biblical
study, stressing an integrated, bottom-up approach starting with exegesis. Ultimately,
the lecture encourages a responsible and serious engagement with scripture, allowing it
to guide understanding rather than imposing pre-conceived notions.

2. 22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 3 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (New Testament = Pauline Epistles = 1 Corinthians).

Meadors_1Cor_Sess
on03.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 3, How
the Bible Teaches Us: 3 Levels, Par 1

Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Meadors on How the Bible Teaches Us (1 Corinthians
Lecture 3)

Overview:

In this lecture, Dr. Gary Meadors introduces a framework for understanding how the
Bible teaches us, moving beyond simply focusing on what the Bible teaches. He argues
that the variety of interpretations of scripture, even among committed Christians,
necessitates a deeper understanding of the process of biblical interpretation. Meadors
presents a model called "Three Levels of Biblical Teaching" (Direct, Implied, and Creative
Construct) as a tool for navigating theological differences and fostering more productive
conversations. He also emphasizes the importance of a "Theological Encyclopedia,"” a
hierarchical integration of various theological disciplines, as the foundation for sound
biblical interpretation.

Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Reality and Significance of Interpretive Diversity:

e Meadors acknowledges the widespread phenomenon of diverse interpretations
arising from the same biblical texts. He provides examples like 1 Timothy 2:12
(women in teaching) and the role of miraculous gifts.

o He stresses that this variety doesn't equate to all views being equally valid. While
there might be a most compelling interpretation, the existence of different
viewpoints is a reality that needs to be addressed.

e This diversity is not necessarily a flaw but reflects the fact that "God gave us one
scripture, and we have many, many different interpreters." We have one inspired
text and many uninspired interpreters with varying opinions.

e This understanding should be part of the Christian worldview, acknowledging
differences even within orthodox circles.

Quote: "One of the fascinating aspects of our Christian journey is to observe how many
different assertions many different interpretations can be made from the same biblical
text."



2. Epistemology and the Role of the Interpreter:

When engaging with the Bible, we enter the realm of epistemology — "what do
we know and how do we know it." This involves considering the sources, nature,
and validation of our knowledge.

God has not provided a single, inspired interpreter, leaving the responsibility of
understanding scripture to individual believers within a community.

The Holy Spirit's role is not to directly convey the content meaning of scripture
but to convict believers of its necessity and authority and to encourage serious
engagement with the text. It's about "conviction, not the concept of content.”

As image bearers of God, we are responsible for studying the Bible and forming
conclusions, even amidst diverse viewpoints, striving for unity within the bounds
of orthodoxy.

Quote: "The role of the Holy Spirit is not to convey to you the content meaning of
scripture. The role of the Holy Spirit is to convict you that the scriptures are necessary
and authoritative and that you need to be very serious about probing the meaning of
the text."

3. Avoiding Relativism and Embracing Responsible Interpretation:

The existence of varied interpretations does not mean "anything is okay." We
should not resort to a "whatever" attitude when discussing biblical meaning.

Instead, we must "probe," "try to discover what are the best lines of reason that a
certain view claims and compare those lines of reason to another."

God has ordained this diversity, expecting us as image bearers to engage in the
"risk, the struggle, and the task of unpacking God's Word."

The Bible itself is fixed, and our challenge is to understand its original meaning
and apply it to our contemporary context without reinventing it.

Quote: "No, we don't throw our hands up when it comes to the interpretation of
Scripture and say whatever. We probe. We try to discover what are the best lines of
reason that a certain view claims and compare those lines of reason to another..."

4. The Three Levels of Biblical Teaching:

Meadors introduces his central paradigm: Direct Teaching, Implied Teaching, and
Creative Construct.



Direct Teaching: What the Bible explicitly states in its original context, with its
intended meaning for the original audience. This is the foundation.

Quote: "Our first task is to find out what the Bible actually says in its own time
and space, in its own conventions, and what it was intended to convey to its
original audience."

Implied Teaching: Truths and principles that are not directly stated but are
strongly suggested through compilations, correlations of texts, and different
teachings within scripture. Examples include the prohibition of spousal abuse
(implied through commands to love and respect) and the condemnation of
slavery (strongly implied in Philemon).

Quote: "There are a lot of very, very, very important issues in the scriptures that
are not directly stated... However, many important issues are addressed by
scripture through compilation, a correlation of text, and different teachings."

Creative Construct: Larger theological systems and frameworks (like
premillennialism, Calvinism, dispensationalism) that are built upon biblical data
and aimed at providing a comprehensive understanding of scripture. While
claiming to be rooted in the Bible, they are interpretations and syntheses
developed over time, often within specific communities.

Quote: "The creative construct level is a construct that's created from data and
put into a system to teach something. For example, premillennialism is a creative
construct about the end times... Calvinism is a creative construct."

Meadors cautions against "hermeneutical ventriloquism," where interpreters
manipulate the Bible to say what they want it to say, often by taking verses out of
context (e.g., "avoid all appearance of evil").

5. The Theological Encyclopedia: An Integrated Approach to Biblical Study:

Meadors presents a pyramid illustrating the various disciplines involved in
studying scripture and doing church, with the scriptures and exegesis at the base,
followed by biblical theology, historical theology, systematic theology,
philosophical theology, apologetic theology, culminating in ministry theology.

He emphasizes that this "encyclopedia" is not to be separated ("bifurcated") but
integrated, with each discipline informing the others in a cyclical manner.



e Areverse process, starting with ministry theology and reading into the text, is
detrimental. Sound ministry flows from a solid foundation of biblical
understanding derived through the integrated theological disciplines.

e The ultimate goal of all these disciplines is to contribute to the proclamation of
God in the world.

Quote: "This encyclopedia is not to be bifurcated. It's to be integrated so that each is
informing the other and that we are looking to each other for help in our areas of
weakness where someone else may be strong."

6. Taxonomy of Understanding and Theological Analysis:

e As we move up the pyramid of the Three Levels of Biblical Teaching (from direct
to creative construct), we move from a "low taxonomy" (more brute facts and
direct meaning) to a "high taxonomy" (more secondary assumptions and
interconnected interpretations).

e The left side of the pyramid represents the progression from "teaching intent"
(authorial intention at the direct level) to "theological analysis" (complex
interpretations and macro structures at the creative construct level).

e These lines of reasoning from the bottom to the top need to be tested to assess
the strength and compelling nature of different interpretations.

Implications and Next Steps (as indicated in the lecture):

e Christians need to be aware of these three levels of biblical teaching to better
understand the origins of theological differences and engage in more productive
dialogue.

e Asolid grounding in the various disciplines of the "Theological Encyclopedia" is
crucial for responsible biblical interpretation.

e The next lecture will likely focus on the "issue of validation," exploring how to
evaluate different interpretations within this framework.

e The ultimate aim is to "let the Bible drive you rather than you drive the Bible,"
avoiding hermeneutical ventriloquism and taking scripture seriously.

This lecture provides a valuable framework for understanding the complexities of biblical
interpretation and encourages a thoughtful and integrated approach to engaging with
scripture and theological differences within the Christian community.



4. Study Guide: Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 3, How the
Bible Teaches Us: 3 Levels, Par 1

Study Guide: How the Bible Teaches Us

Key Concepts and Themes

Variety of Biblical Interpretation: Understand why different interpretations of the
same biblical text exist and the range of these differences (from minor points to
major religious constructs).

Epistemology and Biblical Study: Recognize how the study of the Bible involves
epistemology (how we know what we know) and the implications of having one
inspired text and many uninspired interpreters.

Role of the Holy Spirit in Interpretation: Grasp that the Holy Spirit's primary role
is conviction of the Bible's authority, not direct conveyance of its content
meaning.

Avoiding Relativism: Understand that the variety of interpretations does not
mean all interpretations are equally valid and the importance of probing and
reasoning through different views.

God's Ordained Diversity: Consider the perspective that God has allowed for
diversity in interpretation as part of human responsibility as image bearers.

Three Levels of Biblical Teaching: Define and differentiate between direct
teaching, implied teaching, and creative constructs in biblical interpretation.

Theological Encyclopedia: Understand the pyramid model illustrating the various
disciplines involved in biblical study and church ministry (exegesis, biblical
theology, historical theology, systematic theology, philosophical theology,
apologetic theology, and ministry theology) and the importance of their
integration.

Working Bottom-Up: Recognize the importance of grounding theological
understanding in exegesis and moving upwards through the theological
encyclopedia.

Proof Texting and Context: Understand the limitations and dangers of using
isolated "proof texts" without considering the broader context of Scripture.



Quiz

Hermeneutical Ventriloquism: Define and identify the danger of making the Bible
say what one wants it to say, rather than understanding its intended meaning.

Taxonomy of Understanding: Recognize the low taxonomy associated with direct
teaching (brute facts) and the high taxonomy associated with creative constructs
(secondary assumptions).

Testing Creative Constructs: Understand the need to critically evaluate
theological systems and creative constructs against the direct and implied
teachings of Scripture and the disciplines within the theological encyclopedia.

Explain the difference between formal and dynamic equivalence in Bible
translations and why understanding this distinction is valuable for studying
Scripture.

Why does Dr. Meadors emphasize the "how" of Bible teaching in addition to the
"what"? What problem in Christian discourse is he trying to address with this
focus?

Define "epistemology" in the context of biblical study. Why is this philosophical
concept relevant to understanding the variety of interpretations?

According to the lecture, what is the primary role of the Holy Spirit in helping
believers understand Scripture? What is it not?

Describe the concept of "direct teaching" as one of the three levels of biblical
teaching. Provide an example of a question that might be answered through
direct teaching.

Explain "implied teaching" and why it is important in understanding the Bible.
Provide an example from the lecture of a teaching that is implied rather than
directly stated.

What is a "creative construct" in the context of biblical interpretation? Give two
examples of theological systems that Dr. Meadors identifies as creative
constructs.

Briefly describe the structure of the "Theological Encyclopedia" pyramid
presented in the lecture. Why is the base of the pyramid (exegesis) considered
foundational?



9.

What is "hermeneutical ventriloquism," and why does Dr. Meadors warn against
it? How does it relate to the misuse of proof texts?

10. Explain the difference between "low taxonomy" and "high taxonomy" in relation

to the three levels of biblical teaching.

Answer Key

1.

Formal equivalence in Bible translation focuses on a word-for-word translation
from the original languages, aiming for accuracy in linguistic structure. Dynamic
equivalence focuses on conveying the meaning and intent of the original text in a
way that is more easily understandable in the target language. Understanding this
helps us appreciate the nuances of different translations and use a variety to gain
a fuller understanding of Scripture.

Dr. Meadors emphasizes the "how" because Christians often focus solely on what
the Bible teaches, leading to disagreements based on different interpretations. By
considering how the Bible teaches (direct, implied, creative construct), he aims to
provide a framework for understanding and navigating theological differences in a
more productive way.

Epistemology, in biblical study, refers to how we come to know and validate our
knowledge of what the Bible teaches. It's relevant because the existence of one
inspired text and many interpreters highlights the complexities of knowing biblical
truth and the various sources and methods used in interpretation.

The primary role of the Holy Spirit is to convict believers that the scriptures are
necessary and authoritative and to encourage serious study of the text. It is not to
directly reveal the specific content meaning of Scripture to individuals.

Direct teaching refers to explicit statements and commands found directly within
the biblical text in its original context and intended meaning. An example of a
question answered through direct teaching might be, "What did Jesus say about
loving your neighbor in Matthew 22:39?"

Implied teaching refers to truths or principles that are not explicitly stated in a
single verse but are strongly suggested or logically derived from multiple
passages, themes, and the overall narrative of Scripture. The lecture uses the
example that the Bible implies we should not beat our wives through teachings
on love and respect, even though there isn't a direct command against it.



7. A creative construct is a theological system or framework built upon biblical data
to provide a comprehensive explanation of certain doctrines or themes. Examples
given by Dr. Meadors include premillennialism, amillennialism, Calvinism, and
Arminianism.

8. The "Theological Encyclopedia" is a pyramid with the Scriptures and exegesis at
the base, followed by biblical theology, historical theology, systematic theology,
philosophical theology, apologetic theology, and culminating in ministry theology
at the top. The base (exegesis) is foundational because all theological
understanding and ministry practice should be rooted in the careful
interpretation of the biblical text.

9. Hermeneutical ventriloquism is the act of interpreting the Bible by inserting one's
own preconceived ideas or desired meanings into the text, making it seem to say
what one wants it to say. Dr. Meadors warns against it because it distorts the
intended meaning of Scripture. It relates to the misuse of proof texts by taking
verses out of context to support a pre-determined conclusion.

10. Low taxonomy, associated with direct teaching, involves a more straightforward
approach to understanding based on the "brute facts" of the text that can be
researched. High taxonomy, associated with creative constructs, involves more
layers of secondary assumptions and interpretations built upon previous
understandings, making it more complex and requiring careful testing of those
assumptions.

Essay Format Questions

1. Discuss the implications of the variety of biblical interpretations for Christian
unity and dialogue. How can the framework of direct, implied, and creative
teaching help navigate these differences constructively?

2. Analyze the "Theological Encyclopedia" presented by Dr. Meadors. Evaluate the
importance of each discipline and discuss the significance of its integrated,
bottom-up approach for sound theological understanding and effective ministry.

3. Explain the potential pitfalls of relying solely on "proof texts" in biblical
interpretation. How can understanding the three levels of biblical teaching and
the concept of hermeneutical ventriloquism help Christians avoid these pitfalls?
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4. Consider the role of human reason and tradition in the development of "creative

constructs" in theology. How should believers approach and evaluate these
constructs in light of the authority of Scripture and the guidance of the Holy Spirit
(as described in the lecture)?

Reflect on Dr. Meadors' assertion that God has, in a sense, ordained the diversity
of biblical interpretations. What are the potential benefits and challenges of this
perspective for individual believers and the wider church?

Glossary of Key Terms

Formal Equivalence: A method of Bible translation that prioritizes a word-for-
word correspondence between the original languages and the target language.

Dynamic Equivalence: A method of Bible translation that prioritizes conveying the
meaning and intent of the original text in a way that is natural and
understandable in the target language.

Epistemology: The branch of philosophy concerned with the nature and scope of
knowledge, including how we know what we know and how we validate our
claims to knowledge.

Direct Teaching: Explicit statements, commands, or teachings found directly
within the biblical text, considering its original context and intended meaning.

Creative Construct: A theological system or framework built upon biblical data to
provide a comprehensive explanation of certain doctrines or themes; often
involves synthesizing various passages and drawing broader conclusions.

Theological Encyclopedia: A model, presented as a pyramid, illustrating the
various academic disciplines involved in the study of Scripture and their
relationship to church ministry (exegesis, biblical theology, historical theology,
systematic theology, philosophical theology, apologetic theology, ministry
theology).

Exegesis: The critical interpretation and explanation of a text, particularly of
Scripture, aiming to understand its original meaning in its historical and literary
context.
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Biblical Theology: A discipline that seeks to understand the overarching story and
themes of the Bible as they unfolded historically, within their original cultural
contexts, without imposing later systematic categories.

Historical Theology: The study of how Christian beliefs and practices have
developed throughout church history.

Systematic Theology: A discipline that organizes and summarizes Christian beliefs
into a coherent and logical system, drawing from the entire Bible and other
relevant sources.

Philosophical Theology: A discipline that examines theological concepts and
questions using philosophical tools and insights, engaging with issues at the
intersection of faith and reason.

Apologetic Theology: The branch of theology concerned with defending the truth
claims of Christianity.

Ministry Theology: The application of theological understanding to the practical
work and life of the church and its outreach to the world.

Proof Text: An isolated verse or short passage of Scripture cited to support a
particular doctrine or viewpoint, often without sufficient consideration of its
broader context.

Hermeneutics: The theory and practice of interpretation, especially the
interpretation of biblical texts.

Hermeneutical Ventriloquism: The act of interpreting the Bible by inserting one's
own preconceived ideas or desired meanings into the text, making it seem to say
what one wants it to say.

Taxonomy: A system of classification, especially in biology; in this context,
referring to levels of understanding and complexity in interpreting Scripture.

Low Taxonomy: In this context, referring to a more direct and less inferential level
of understanding, often associated with the "brute facts" of direct teaching.

High Taxonomy: In this context, referring to a more complex and inferential level
of understanding, often involving secondary assumptions and interpretations as
seen in creative constructs.
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5. FAQs on Meadors, 1 Corinthians, Session 3, How the Bible
Teaches Us: 3 Levels, Par 1, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on How the Bible Teaches Us

1. What is the significance of understanding how the Bible teaches, beyond just
focusing on what it teaches?

Understanding how the Bible teaches us is crucial for navigating the diverse
interpretations and theological differences that arise within Christianity. It provides a
framework for analyzing the basis of various beliefs, moving beyond simply accepting or
rejecting them, and instead evaluating their connection to the biblical text itself. This
approach fosters more informed and constructive dialogue among Christians with
differing viewpoints.

2. What are the three levels of biblical teaching proposed in the lecture?
The lecture introduces three levels of how the Bible teaches us:

o Direct Teaching: Explicit statements and commands found directly within the
biblical text. These can be proven from the immediate context of a passage.

« Implied Teaching: Truths and principles that are not directly stated but are
strongly suggested or logically derived from a compilation and correlation of
various biblical texts and teachings.

o Creative Construct: Larger theological systems and frameworks (like
premillennialism, Calvinism, or dispensationalism) that are built upon biblical data
and intended to provide a comprehensive understanding of Scripture as a whole.

3. Why is it important to distinguish between direct teaching and implied teaching?

Distinguishing between direct and implied teaching helps to avoid misrepresenting the
clarity and force of biblical statements. While implied teachings can be significant and
true, they require careful reasoning and consideration of multiple texts. Treating an
implication as if it were a direct command can lead to the misuse of Scripture and the
creation of unnecessary divisions or rigid rules.
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4. What are "creative constructs" in the context of biblical interpretation, and what is
their role and potential challenge?

Creative constructs are comprehensive theological systems that attempt to synthesize
various biblical teachings into a coherent whole. Examples include different
eschatological views or theological traditions. Their role is to provide a framework for
understanding the overarching narrative and themes of the Bible. The challenge lies in
recognizing that these constructs, while aiming to be faithful to Scripture, are human
interpretations and not direct statements from the Bible. They can sometimes impose a
pre-determined structure onto the text, potentially leading to selective interpretation.

5. What is the "Theological Encyclopedia" presented in the lecture, and why is its
structure significant?

The Theological Encyclopedia is a model illustrating the various academic disciplines
involved in the study of Scripture and the practice of ministry. It's structured as a
pyramid with exegesis at the base, followed by biblical theology, historical theology,
systematic theology, philosophical theology, apologetic theology, and culminating in
ministry theology at the top. The pyramidal structure emphasizes that ministry theology
should be built upon and informed by all the foundational disciplines, starting with
careful exegesis of the biblical text. It highlights the importance of a bottom-up,
integrated approach rather than a top-down one that might impose ministerial priorities
onto the interpretation of Scripture.

6. What is "hermeneutical ventriloquism," and why is it a danger in biblical
interpretation?

Hermeneutical ventriloquism is the act of treating the Bible "like a dummy" and making
it say what one wants it to say, rather than allowing the text to speak for itself in its
original context. This is a danger because it involves inserting personal biases,
preconceived notions, or desired outcomes into the interpretation of Scripture, leading
to a distortion of its true meaning and intent.
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7. How does the lecture address the issue of the wide variety of interpretations of the
Bible?

The lecture acknowledges the reality of diverse interpretations of the Bible, even among
those who hold to orthodox Christian beliefs. It suggests that this variety is partly due to
God's design, where humans as image-bearers are expected to engage in the task of
understanding and unpacking God's Word. While not all interpretations are equally valid,
the existence of this variety necessitates a thoughtful and structured approach to
studying Scripture, using tools like the three levels of teaching and the Theological
Encyclopedia to navigate these differences and discern more compelling interpretations.

8. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in understanding the Bible, according to the
lecture?

The lecture clarifies that the role of the Holy Spirit is not primarily to directly convey the
content or meaning of Scripture. Instead, the Spirit's role is to convict believers of the
necessity and authority of the Scriptures and to prompt them to diligently study and
probe the meaning of the text. The Spirit provides the conviction that the Bible is
important and authoritative, but the responsibility for understanding its content rests
with the individual through careful study and the use of their God-given intellect.



