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Sanctity of Marriage [Lectures VIII, IX, X]
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1. Abstract of Konkel, Proverbs, Session 7, Sanctity of Marriage [Lectures VIII, IX, X], Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
 Dr. August Konkel's lecture series on the Book of Proverbs, specifically session seven, focuses on the sanctity of marriage. The lecture analyzes three sections of Proverbs, exploring the consequences of marital infidelity using examples of women representing wisdom, folly, and unfaithfulness. Konkel emphasizes the importance of covenant loyalty within marriage and its broader implications for family and community. He uses biblical references and contemporary examples to illustrate the devastating effects of adultery, both practically and spiritually, contrasting it with the rewards of marital fidelity. The lecture concludes by advocating for proactive commitment to marital faithfulness as a pathway to a fulfilling and blessed life.
2.  21 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Konkel, Session 7 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Psalms & Wisdom  Proverbs). 




3.  Briefing Document: Konkel, Proverbs, Session 7, Sanctity of Marriage [Lectures VIII, IX, X]
Top of Form
Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. August Konkel's lecture on Proverbs, specifically focusing on the sanctity of marriage (Session 7, Lectures 8-10):
Briefing Document: Proverbs - Sanctity of Marriage (Session 7)
Overview: This session focuses on the crucial theme of the sanctity of marriage as presented in Proverbs, particularly in chapters 5-7, within the broader context of the parent-child lectures in Proverbs 1-9. Dr. Konkel emphasizes the covenant loyalty inherent in marriage as a cornerstone of wisdom and fearing God. He explores the dangers of unfaithfulness, the rewards of marital commitment, and the importance of pre-emptive decision making against temptation.
Main Themes and Ideas:
· Covenant Loyalty as Central: Marriage is presented not just as a personal relationship, but as a covenant rooted in the Genesis creation narrative of man and woman becoming "one flesh." This covenant demands a high level of loyalty and commitment.
· Quote: "And therefore, a man will leave his father and his mother and will cleave to his wife, and they will be one flesh. That's just a very straightforward proposition, but a very profound one."
· Importance of Family: The lectures emphasize the importance of forming a new family unit independent of parents but within the context of teaching by fathers to their children. This new family unit is to be maintained and protected through fidelity.
· Quote: "So, you leave your father and mother and you form a family with your children."
· Four Women of Proverbs: Dr. Konkel introduces four representative female figures:
· Woman Wisdom: A companion of God, delights in humans, and is associated with a great banquet, represents the path of wisdom and life.
· Woman Folly: The opposite of Woman Wisdom, embodies foolishness, seductiveness, and leads to destruction.
· Foreign Woman: Represents the unfaithful partner, characterized by allurements, flattering speech, and a path leading to death.
· Quote: "She is characterized by her allurements, by her flattering speech, by all of the wilds and temptations that she exercises."
· Faithful Marriage Partner: The ideal partner, found in Proverbs 5:15-19 and represented by the "valiant woman" in Proverbs 31.
· Dangers of Unfaithfulness:
· Destructive Consequences: Unfaithfulness is portrayed as destructive to individuals, families, and communities, stealing strength, costing financially, and resulting in long-term shame.
· Quote: "But for the adulterer, the shame is much greater than simply that of being a thief. It means that you will bear this shame all of your life, that you will never escape it."
· Loss of Strength: It robs a young man of strength and his ability to live honorably and influence his children.
· Quote: "If there's one thing that ought to characterize the young man, it is his strength for God and his strength to be able to live in an honorable way. The unfaithfulness in marriage steals this strength in various ways."
· Leading to Death: The "foreign woman" is associated with a path to death and Sheol, contrasting sharply with the path of life offered by wisdom.
· Quote: "Her feet go down towards death. Her steps have literally taken hold of Sheol, the place of death. She has chosen against the way of life."
· Entanglement: Adultery creates a complex web of relationships that becomes increasingly difficult to escape.
· Ideal of Intimacy in Marriage:
· Monogamy as Fulfilling: The lectures extoll the satisfaction and fulfillment of a monogamous relationship, describing it as a source of refreshing and sustained intimacy.
· Quote: "These verses just describe in the most delightful way the fact that a monogamous relationship is the most satisfying relationship if it can be pursued with the right attitude and can be pursued with the right considerations."
· Personal Testimonies: Konkel references personal accounts of women who have experienced both promiscuous and committed relationships and found that committed relationships are the most fulfilling.
· Connection to Torah:
· Deuteronomy 6:4-9: The lectures connect the importance of marital fidelity to the Shema, the central command to love God with all one's being.
· Quote: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your mind, with all your desire, and with all your wealth is probably the most appropriate way to express all of that."
· The Torah as Life: The Torah is presented as a source of life, light, and protection, guiding one towards faithfulness.
· The Sajah (Night Lady) Example: The extended metaphor of the "night lady" illustrates how temptation lures a young man into a trap, comparable to an ox led to slaughter. This highlights the need for premeditation and a conscious decision to avoid such situations.
· Quote: "And so, the young man, enticed by her, falls into the fatal trap, which is described as an ox being led to the slaughter."
· Pre-emptive Decisions: The lesson is to make decisions about faithfulness before temptation arises, based on the knowledge of the importance of maintaining the family's integrity.
· Wisdom as a Guide: Wisdom is presented as the ultimate guide for life and a confidant, to be chosen above all else. It is the antithesis of foolishness and the path of unfaithfulness.
· Quote: "If you're looking for an intimate partner, if you're looking for someone to always be with you, then wisdom provides that dignity. Wisdom should be your confidant."
· Preservation of Labor: Maintaining fidelity ensures one's own toil and effort will benefit one's own family.


Key Takeaways:
· Marriage is a sacred covenant demanding unwavering loyalty.
· Unfaithfulness is destructive on multiple levels – personal, familial, and communal.
· A fulfilling sexual relationship is found within the bounds of monogamous marriage.
· Pre-emptive decisions and the pursuit of wisdom are essential to avoid the destructive path of unfaithfulness.
· The preservation of family cohesion is crucial and it is tied directly to faithfulness within marriage.
This briefing document provides a summary of the main themes discussed in the provided excerpts of Dr. Konkel's lecture. It highlights the importance of marital fidelity within a framework of covenantal loyalty, wisdom, and the fear of God, which are central to the teaching in the Book of Proverbs.
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4. Study Guide:  Konkel, Proverbs, Session 7, Sanctity of Marriage [Lectures VIII, IX, X]Top of Form
Top of Form
Proverbs: Sanctity of Marriage Study Guide
Short Answer Quiz
1. What is the fundamental premise of marriage according to the text?
2. Why is loyalty to the marriage covenant considered a high priority in the lectures?
3. Name the four women represented in the book of Proverbs and briefly describe their characteristics.
4. How does the text describe the allure of the foreign woman, and what are the consequences of following her?
5. What does the text suggest about the satisfaction of a monogamous relationship in marriage?
6. According to the text, what does unfaithfulness in marriage steal from the young man?
7. How does the text use the concept of 'hot coals' and being a 'thief' to describe the consequences of adultery?
8. What is the significance of the Shema in relation to the lectures on the sanctity of marriage?
9. How is the father’s illustration of the night lady meant to show the overwhelming drive for sexual satisfaction?
10. What is the concluding metaphor used to describe sexual temptation, and what is the intended message?
Answer Key
1. The fundamental premise of marriage, derived from Genesis, is that a man and a woman become one flesh, creating a bond that requires a covenant loyalty for growth and family formation.
2. Loyalty to the marriage covenant is a high priority because it is seen as essential for maintaining the family unit, embodying the values of the covenant, and the fear of God, and as a reflection of wisdom.
3. The four women are: Woman Wisdom, who is a companion of God and embodies wisdom; Woman Folly, who is boisterous, seductive, and embodies foolishness; the Foreign Woman, who is unfaithful and allures others to destruction; and the Faithful Marriage Partner, who represents the ideal of marriage loyalty.
4. The foreign woman is characterized by her allurements and flattering speech; following her leads to folly, destruction, loss of life, and ultimately death.
5. The text suggests that a monogamous relationship, when pursued with the right attitude and considerations, is the most satisfying and refreshing, described as a well of cool water.
6. Unfaithfulness in marriage steals the young man’s strength for God, his ability to live honorably, and his financial stability, also leading to a loss of influence over his children.
7. Walking on 'hot coals' illustrates the inescapable consequences of meddling with the marriage vow; being a 'thief' references the payment required for stealing, but the shame of the adulterer is greater and inescapable.
8. The Shema, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, is referenced to emphasize the commitment to God that should guide all aspects of life, including family and marriage, as well as emphasizing the importance of the teachings of the Torah.
9. The father's illustration of the night lady, or adulterous woman, shows how a person can be lured into a sexual relationship they believe to be satisfying, but which ultimately leads to their destruction.
10. Sexual temptation is described as an animal trapped in a snare. The message is that the path of seduction is easily followed, but leads to a lost life, and that one must decide ahead of time to avoid the trap of temptation.


Essay Questions
1. Discuss the symbolic significance of the four women (Woman Wisdom, Woman Folly, the Foreign Woman, and the Faithful Marriage Partner) in Proverbs. How do they represent different paths and choices related to wisdom and morality?
2. Analyze the consequences of unfaithfulness in marriage as described in the lectures. How does the text emphasize both the practical and spiritual ramifications of violating the marriage covenant?
3. Explore the connection between wisdom and maintaining the sanctity of marriage. How do the lectures present wisdom as a protective force against the dangers of sexual temptation and relational infidelity?
4. Compare and contrast the ideal of marriage presented in Proverbs with the descriptions of promiscuous relationships. How does the text argue for the superiority of a committed, monogamous relationship?
5. Consider the modern relevance of the lectures on the sanctity of marriage in Proverbs. How can these ancient teachings offer guidance in today's world regarding relationships, fidelity, and the pursuit of a meaningful life?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Covenant Loyalty: A deep and faithful commitment to the promises and obligations made within a relationship, particularly within the context of marriage.
· Woman Wisdom: A personification of divine wisdom; she is a guide and companion, offering knowledge and understanding, especially in relation to the covenant and the fear of God.
· Woman Folly: A personification of foolishness and recklessness; she is characterized by her seductive nature and dangerous choices leading to destruction.
· Foreign Woman: A figure representing infidelity and the temptation of illicit relationships; she lures individuals away from fidelity and leads to negative consequences.
· Faithful Marriage Partner: A figure representing the ideal of marriage, loyalty, and faithfulness; also referred to as a strong and valiant woman.
· Sheol: The place of the dead in ancient Hebrew cosmology, often associated with the loss of life and destruction.
· Shema: From the Hebrew for "hear"; a central Jewish prayer found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, summarizing commitment to God, and which is referenced as a guideline for values, such as honoring family and not committing adultery.
· Sajah: A feast meal that is a peace offering or a meal when vows are repaid; the woman in Proverbs uses a sajah as an occasion for adultery.
· Etzev: The toil, work, and perspiration invested into one's labor, the benefits of which should be for one's own family rather than being lost to others.
· Monogamy: The practice of being married to only one person at a time, considered the ideal for relationships in the text.
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5. FAQs on Konkel, Proverbs, Session 7, Sanctity of Marriage [Lectures VIII, IX, X], Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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FAQ on Proverbs and the Sanctity of Marriage
1. What is the primary focus of Proverbs chapters 1-9, particularly the final three lectures? The primary focus of Proverbs 1-9 is instruction from a parent to a child, emphasizing wisdom and the fear of God. The final three lectures specifically address the sanctity of marriage as a fundamental value within the covenant. This includes maintaining covenant loyalty as the highest priority, despite the challenges and potential for failure that exist in human relationships.
2. How does Proverbs portray different types of women and what do they represent? Proverbs presents four types of women: Woman Wisdom, who embodies divine wisdom and is a companion of God, representing a life of virtue and truth; Woman Folly, who is the embodiment of foolishness, boisterousness, and seduction, leading to destruction; the Foreign Woman, who is unfaithful to her marriage vow, lures others away from the path of life, leading to ruin; and the faithful marriage partner, the ideal of marriage as a source of intimacy and satisfaction, ultimately represented by the "valiant woman" of Proverbs 31.
3. Why is loyalty to the marriage covenant considered so crucial according to Proverbs? Loyalty to the marriage covenant is considered crucial because it is seen as the foundation for a stable and flourishing life, both personally and within the community. It protects against the destruction caused by unfaithfulness, which can lead to loss of strength, financial ruin, regret, and a fractured family and community. It is also seen as reflecting a commitment to God's covenant.
4. What are some of the consequences of unfaithfulness in marriage, as highlighted in Proverbs? Unfaithfulness leads to various negative consequences, including a loss of strength and influence, financial cost, regret, and damage to one's reputation. It also carries a deeper shame than other transgressions. Furthermore, the text emphasizes that such actions have far-reaching consequences for the family and the community, and those consequences are difficult to escape, akin to being caught in a net.


5. How does Proverbs describe the ideal sexual relationship within marriage? Proverbs portrays the ideal sexual relationship within marriage as a source of deep satisfaction, refreshment, and sustaining intimacy. It emphasizes the joy and delight of a monogamous relationship pursued with the right attitude and considerations, describing it as a well of cool water that always refreshes and provides complete devotion to one's spouse.
6. What is the significance of the "Shema" passage from Deuteronomy 6:4-9, as referenced in the lecture? The "Shema" passage is used to underscore the idea that commitment to God's covenant values should permeate all aspects of life, just as loving God with all one's being. It emphasizes the need for constant mindfulness of these values at all times and in all places. The passage connects this deep love of God to honoring family and marriage, highlighting the importance of not committing adultery.
7. What does Proverbs say about the nature of temptation, especially regarding the "foreign woman"? Proverbs warns that sexual temptation is like a trap that is very easy to fall into, and it emphasizes the allurements and flattering speech used by the unfaithful "foreign woman," which can lead to destruction and death. The text uses the analogy of an ox being led to the slaughter, highlighting the blindness of the individual lured into temptation, oblivious to the danger ahead. It also compares this to a deer getting caught in a snare.
8. What is the key message regarding how to approach temptation, according to the Proverbs? The key message is that one must decide to uphold the values of the covenant before temptation arises. The Proverbs highlight the need for forethought and a pre-determined commitment to a faithful life, rather than attempting to resist temptation in the moment. It encourages individuals to value wisdom and the integrity of the family, recognizing that the straight path, though sometimes more difficult, leads to a life of strength and reward.
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