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1. Abstract of Konkel, Proverbs, Session 3, Lecture 1: The Gang, The Call of Lady Wisdom, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
 Dr. August Konkel's lecture on Proverbs 1:1-9 examines the concept of parental instruction and its importance in shaping a young person's life choices. He focuses on the dangers of succumbing to peer pressure and joining "gangs" that promote violence and self-destructive behavior. The lecture contrasts the allure of such groups with the wisdom offered by parents and Lady Wisdom, highlighting the consequences of rejecting parental guidance and choosing one's own path without the fear of the Lord. Konkel emphasizes the lasting impact of early decisions and the difficulty of changing course once a path is set. The lecture also discusses the metaphorical interpretation of Proverbs using examples from the lecturer's own life.
2.  11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Konkel, Session 3 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Psalms & Wisdom  Proverbs). 




3.  Briefing Document: Konkel, Proverbs, Session 3, Lecture 1: The Gang, The Call of Lady Wisdom
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Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. August Konkel's lecture on Proverbs, Session 3:
Briefing Document: Dr. August Konkel on Proverbs, Session 3
Introduction:
This document summarizes Dr. August Konkel's lecture on Proverbs, Session 3, which focuses on the initial chapters of Proverbs, specifically examining the themes of parental instruction, the dangers of peer influence (represented by "the gang"), and the appeal of Lady Wisdom. Konkel emphasizes the foundational nature of family teaching, the allure of destructive paths, and the consequences of rejecting wisdom.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. The Importance of Parental Instruction (Proverbs 1:8-9):
· Foundation of Wisdom: Konkel highlights that the first and most essential source of wisdom and knowledge comes from parents. He quotes Proverbs 1:8-9: "Hear, my son, the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the teaching of your mother; for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck.”
· Respect and Honor: The act of listening to parents is linked to the "fear of the Lord" and represents the highest form of societal respect. He states, "The most distinguishing and dignified thing you can ever do, the highest position that you can have in terms of societal relations, as far as the wise person is concerned, begins with listening to your parents. Honor your father and your mother. That is the attitude of one who has the fear of the Lord."
· Home as the Basis of Society: Konkel emphasizes the interconnectedness of the home and society: "So goes the home, so goes the nation." The family unit is the foundational structure of society, and parental instruction is critical for its health and stability.
· Learning Life Skills: Proverbs acknowledges that life skills do not come naturally. Children must be instructed by their parents. The fundamental values that are taught include obeying God and the basic moral laws, including “honoring your father and your mother, not kill, not steal, not commit adultery, and so forth.”
· Proverbs as Parental Instruction: Konkel suggests Proverbs represents this kind of parental instruction, and it is more effective than a classroom setting.
1. The Dangers of Peer Influence and "The Gang" (Proverbs 1:10-19):
· Youth's Desire for Acceptance: Youth are highly susceptible to peer pressure and driven by a desire for acceptance, often leading them away from the path of wisdom and parental instruction. "All youth want to be accepted. That's their yearning. So, they want to be integrated into their own families and loved ones. But outside of their own families, they want acceptance."
· The Temptation to Decide Right and Wrong: There is an inherent tendency in all people to decide what is good and bad independently of God. This leads to poor choices and negative outcomes. Konkel says, "Bound up in the heart of all of us is this temptation to decide for ourselves what is good. We will decide what it is that is right and what it is that is wrong. And of course, when we do that, independently of the fear of God and of wisdom, the choices are always going to be bad."
· The Allure of the Gang: Konkel describes "the gang" as a group that offers companionship, loyalty, and a shared path, often leading to violence and destruction. The gang’s “values” are self-serving and materialistic. They seek to take by force rather than live an honest life.
· The Deceptive Nature of the Gang: The gang lures in its members by promises of friendship and shared riches. "What does the gang promise? Well, they said, we're your friends. We're going to give you companionship. Furthermore, we're going to stick together. We're going to have one big bag of money, and we're going to share it."
· Violence as a Trap: Konkel states that gangs will ultimately become the victims of their own violence. “These violent gangs become the victim of their violence. When you live by the sword, you die by the sword.”
· The Futility of Warning: Konkel emphasizes that even when the consequences of joining a gang are clear, many are drawn to it anyway, comparing it to a bird entering a trap even as it watches the trap being set. He gives the example of how rabbits are caught in snares, "But the rabbit pays no attention to you tying up the snare... and he'll still run straight into it. And I think that's what the proverb here is saying about setting the net for the birds."
· Self-Destructive Greed: Gang members will be destroyed by their own greed. "These gang members, in the end, it's their own lives that are at stake. Their greed is going to destroy them."
1. The Call of Lady Wisdom (Proverbs 1:20-33):
· Lady Wisdom's Public Appeal: Lady Wisdom is depicted as actively calling out to everyone in the public square, specifically at the city gate, "at the crossroads, at the streets of the gate."
· Warning to the Gullible and Haughty: Lady Wisdom calls the gullible to "grow up" and the haughty to reject their scorn.
· Rejection of Correction: Lady Wisdom warns against dismissing the correction and counsel she offers. This rejection will lead to disaster. “She's calling them to turn back to correction. Because if they don't, if they dismiss wisdom, her hand is already stretched out. That's a warning. They're rejecting this correction and counsel that she is giving. That's going to be disastrous.”
· Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom: Ignoring Lady Wisdom’s warnings will result in a day of calamity, trouble, and torment. "The scorn and the mockery are going to come. Their demise is going to build like a storm. A day of calamity becomes a day of trouble and a day of torment."
· Limited Hope for the Fool: Konkel suggests that those who consistently reject wisdom and the fear of the Lord become "incorrigible" with limited hope for changing their ways. "She doesn't actually have hope for the fool. Because once they've made that decision, once they've rejected the fear of the Lord, they become incorrigible."
· Assurance for the Obedient: Those who embrace wisdom and the fear of the Lord will live with assurance and security, shielded from the day of trouble. "But the obedient, and this is the important point, are those who are going to live with assurance. And in contrast, they're going to live with security because they don't need to fear the day of trouble, which is coming."
· Human Savvy is Flawed: Human wisdom on its own is insufficient. “Human savvy on its own is flawed. It is spurned to the detriment of the person who spurns it.”


Conclusion:
Dr. Konkel's lecture emphasizes the critical role of family and parental instruction in shaping wise individuals who fear the Lord. He uses the imagery of the "gang" to illustrate the destructive power of peer pressure and the appeal of rejecting traditional values. Ultimately, Konkel argues for the importance of heeding Lady Wisdom’s call and embracing correction and the fear of the Lord for a life of security and assurance. Those who choose a different path will find themselves trapped by their own decisions and their own violence.
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4. Study Guide:  Konkel, Proverbs, Session 3, Lecture 1: The Gang, The Call of Lady WisdomTop of Form
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Proverbs Study Guide: Session 3, Lecture 1
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. In the context of Proverbs, who is the primary speaker and who is the primary audience of the teachings?
2. What does the phrase "fear of the Lord" represent within the teachings of Proverbs?
3. According to the text, what is the role of parents in a child's development, particularly regarding wisdom and life skills?
4. How does the lecture describe the progression of the "youth" from childhood to adulthood?
5. What are the main characteristics of the "gang" described in Proverbs, and what does the father warn his son about regarding this group?
6. Explain the metaphor of the bird and the trap as it relates to the dangers of joining a gang.
7. Who is Lady Wisdom, and what is the purpose of her "call" in the context of the lecture?
8. Where does Lady Wisdom make her appeal, and why is this location significant?
9. According to the lecture, what is the ultimate fate of the "fool" who rejects wisdom and the "fear of the Lord?"
10. How does the lecture describe the outcome for those who are obedient and follow the wisdom teachings?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The primary speaker is a father, and the primary audience is his son, which is a generic term used to represent young people entering adulthood. The teachings are designed as parental instruction meant to impart wisdom and life skills.
2. The "fear of the Lord" is not about being afraid of God, but rather refers to a deep respect and reverence for God's wisdom and authority. It’s the foundational principle for developing genuine wisdom.
3. Parents are the primary source of knowledge and wisdom for their children, as the text suggests that life skills do not come naturally. They have the responsibility to teach the fundamental values and ethical principles.
4. The "youth" is not a mere child, but an adolescent entering adulthood, which is a critical time for learning how society works. Wisdom is essential for navigating this transition and becoming a responsible member of the community.
5. The gang is a group focused on self-interest, using violence and greed. The father warns his son about their deceptive promises and their violent nature, noting that they are ultimately doomed to destruction.
6. The bird and the trap metaphor illustrates how individuals, like the foolish, may be aware of the dangers and consequences of joining a gang, but they will still be lured in by its promises. The fool is blinded by their own desires and follows a path towards inevitable destruction.
7. Lady Wisdom is a symbolic representation of divine wisdom, who calls out publicly at the city gates and urges individuals to seek knowledge and understanding. She provides guidance and warns against the pitfalls of ignorance.
8. Lady Wisdom makes her appeal at the crossroads or the gates of the city, a public place where people gather and make important decisions. This location signifies the availability and importance of wisdom for everyone.
9. The ultimate fate of the fool is destruction, because they have chosen to reject wisdom. Their fate is sealed by their scorn, mockery, and lack of respect for the fear of the Lord.
10. The obedient, those who fear the Lord and follow the wisdom teachings, are promised security and assurance. They do not need to fear the day of trouble that awaits the foolish.


Essay Questions
Instructions: Answer each question in a well-developed essay format.
1. Analyze the significance of the father-son dynamic in the book of Proverbs, as presented in the lecture, and explore how this relationship is used to convey the importance of parental instruction.
2. Compare and contrast the "gang" and Lady Wisdom as two contrasting forces in the lecture, examining their methods of persuasion and their long-term outcomes.
3. Discuss the concept of the "fool" within the lecture, exploring the causes of their foolishness and the consequences they face for rejecting wisdom and the "fear of the Lord".
4. Examine the practical implications of the lecture's teachings on parental responsibility, youth development, and societal well-being in a modern context.
5. Discuss the symbolic significance of the public location of Lady Wisdom's call and how this imagery reveals the nature of her appeal to all individuals, particularly in light of their decisions to choose the paths of the wise or the foolish.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Proverbs: A collection of wise sayings and teachings in the Hebrew Bible, often attributed to King Solomon.
· Fear of the Lord: A concept in Proverbs that refers to deep respect and reverence for God's wisdom and authority, which is essential for the pursuit of true wisdom.
· Father/Son: A primary teaching relationship in Proverbs where the father imparts wisdom to his son, a generic term for the youth, often used as an illustration for parental teaching.
· Lady Wisdom: A symbolic representation of divine wisdom, portrayed as a female figure who calls out publicly, inviting individuals to seek knowledge and understanding.
· Gang: A negative group described in Proverbs, characterized by violence, greed, and self-interest, serving as a cautionary example against bad companionship.
· Fool: In Proverbs, this refers to individuals who reject wisdom, lack the fear of the Lord, and embrace foolish ways of thinking and acting, ultimately leading to destruction.
· Youth (na'ar): The term used in the book of Proverbs for an adolescent or young person entering into adulthood and in need of parental guidance.
· Chiastic Structure: A literary device where the beginning and the end of a passage mirror each other, highlighting the central message, as is the case with Lady Wisdom's call.
· Torah: The first five books of the Hebrew Bible, considered the primary source of religious law and instruction in ancient Israel.
· Correction: The act of receiving counsel, teaching, or reprimands in order to grow in wisdom and righteousness.
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5. FAQs on Konkel, Proverbs, Session 3, Lecture 1: The Gang, The Call of Lady Wisdom, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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FAQ on Proverbs and the Call of Wisdom
1. What is the primary structure of the teaching in the first nine chapters of Proverbs, and who is the intended audience? The first nine chapters of Proverbs are structured as a series of talks or lectures from a father to his son, with the understanding that "son" is used generically to be inclusive of all youth who need instruction. These talks are interspersed with other information, and are specifically intended to teach the young about wisdom and societal norms. The audience is young people entering into adulthood who need to learn the ways of the world.
2. Why is listening to parents emphasized as crucial in Proverbs? Listening to and honoring one's parents is the foundational attitude of a wise person who fears the Lord. It is presented as the starting point for all societal relations and the most dignified position for a young person to hold. Parents are seen as a logical and vital source of life skills and knowledge. The home, with parents as instructors, is the basic structure upon which society is built.
3. How does Proverbs depict the challenge that youth face with their friends, particularly in the context of gangs? Youth have an inherent desire to be accepted both within their families and among their peers. However, this desire can lead them to be influenced by bad company. Proverbs specifically highlights the danger of gangs, which are depicted as offering false promises of companionship and shared wealth through violence. The gang's promises are tempting to youth, but Proverbs emphasizes the inevitable destruction and violent end to which they lead.
4. What is the main point being illustrated by the metaphor of the bird and the trap in Proverbs? The metaphor of a bird being trapped, even when it sees the trap being set, illustrates the irrational allure of the gang, and the foolishness of youth who willingly walk into destructive situations. It highlights the point that even when the dangers are obvious, youth will often still fall prey to destructive patterns, underscoring the need for them to heed wisdom.


5. Who is "Lady Wisdom" and what role does she play in Proverbs? Lady Wisdom is a personification of wisdom itself, presented as a figure who publicly calls out to everyone, especially the gullible and those who think they know everything. She is depicted as making her appeal at the crossroads, urging people to turn to correction and warning against the disastrous consequences of rejecting her counsel. She represents the accessible nature of wisdom for all who are willing to listen.
6. What is the primary difference between the "fool" and the "wise" according to the teachings in Proverbs? The "fool" is someone who rejects the fear of the Lord and spurns wisdom. Their choices are destructive, leading to their downfall. In contrast, the "wise" are those who embrace the fear of the Lord and heed the correction that comes with wisdom, which leads to assurance and security. The core distinction lies in whether a person acknowledges and seeks wisdom rooted in God's principles.
7. What is the significance of Lady Wisdom's warning, "I told you so," when calamity comes? The statement "I told you so" is a crucial point in the lecture about wisdom. It highlights the futility of ignoring wisdom's warnings. It underscores that those who reject wisdom, and who choose to make poor decisions, ultimately bring their own suffering upon themselves, a consequence that is avoidable by choosing the correct path. Lady Wisdom's warning serves to hold people accountable for their choices.
8. What is the ultimate promise for those who embrace the fear of the Lord and the teachings of wisdom in Proverbs? Those who fear the Lord and follow wisdom are promised assurance and security. They do not need to fear the day of trouble, which inevitably comes upon those who embrace folly. In essence, Proverbs teaches that the path of wisdom leads to a life of security and stability, avoiding the pitfalls and dangers that are the destiny of fools.
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