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1. Abstract of Jennings, Mark, Session 3, Calls Disciples, Heals (Mark 1:14-39), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Mark Jennings' lecture provides an in-depth analysis of Mark 1:14-39, focusing on the beginning of Jesus' Galilean ministry after John the Baptist's imprisonment. The lecture highlights Mark's concise writing style in the prologue and the subsequent shift in pace as Jesus calls his first disciples and commences his mission. Jennings emphasizes the significance of Jesus' proclamation of the good news of God, the arrival of the kingdom, and the authority demonstrated in his teaching and exorcisms in Capernaum. The passage illustrates the initial responses of the crowds, the calling of ordinary people as disciples, and a glimpse into the disciples' early misunderstandings of Jesus' purpose. Ultimately, the lecture sets the stage for understanding the unfolding conflicts, the nature of Jesus' ministry, and the characteristics of the various groups interacting with him throughout Mark's Gospel.
2.  19 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Jennings, Mark, Session 3 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Gospels  Mark). 





3. Briefing Document: Jennings, Mark, Session 3, Calls Disciples, Heals (Mark 1:14-39)

Top of Form
Briefing Document: Analysis of Mark 1:14-39 (Jennings Lecture 3)
Overview:
This lecture by Dr. Mark Jennings focuses on Mark 1:14-39, following his previous analysis of the prologue (Mark 1:1-13). Jennings highlights Mark's concise yet impactful writing style, the commencement of Jesus' public ministry after John the Baptist's imprisonment, the calling of the first disciples, and a pivotal day in Capernaum that encapsulates key aspects of Jesus' identity and mission. The lecture emphasizes themes of authority, the arrival of the Kingdom of God, conflict, the nature of discipleship, and the mobile nature of Jesus' ministry.
Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. The Transition to Jesus' Public Ministry:
· Mark temporally links the beginning of Jesus' proclamation to the imprisonment of John the Baptist: "That after John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God."
· Jennings notes the parallel between Mark's opening statement ("The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, Jesus Christ the Son of God") and Jesus' proclamation ("the good news of God"), suggesting a coincidence between what is said about Jesus and what Jesus proclaims about God.
· The core message of Jesus' proclamation is identified in verse 15: "'The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news.'" Jennings emphasizes the eschatological significance of "The time has come" and the centrality of the Kingdom of God in Jesus' teaching. He argues that the arrival of the King (Jesus) signifies the arrival of the Kingdom.
1. The Calling of the First Disciples (Mark 1:16-20):
· Jesus' calling of Simon, Andrew, James, and John is presented as an active initiative by Jesus, contrasting with the typical model where disciples sought out rabbis. Jennings states, "In a lot of ways, what Jesus is doing here is much more like what the prophets would do when they would sort of go out. And I think it also speaks to the active carry of Jesus."
· The immediate and decisive response of the disciples ("'At once they left their nets and followed him'") highlights the effectual nature of Jesus' words and suggests a "muscular testimony of faith."
· Jennings points out the social diversity within the first disciples, noting that James and John's fishing business appeared to have hired help, indicating a more affluent background than Simon and Andrew.
· The calling of two sets of brothers suggests that Christ's call can sometimes take into account individual families.
1. The Day in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-39): A Microcosm of Jesus' Ministry:
· Teaching with Authority (Mark 1:21-22): Jesus' teaching in the synagogue amazed the people because "he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law." Jennings suggests that this authority went beyond mere confidence or correct language, possibly hinting at Jesus speaking from a divine perspective about the intent of scripture.
· Exorcism in the Synagogue (Mark 1:23-28): The encounter with a man possessed by an unclean spirit demonstrates Jesus' power over demonic forces. The demon's recognition of Jesus ("'What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God'") and Jesus' immediate command ("'Be quiet, come out of him'") highlight Jesus' authority. Jennings emphasizes that this wasn't a battle but a simple rebuke and response. He notes the unusual title used by the demon, "the Holy One of God."
· Healing of Simon's Mother-in-Law (Mark 1:29-31): This private healing contrasts with the public exorcism. Jesus' tender act of taking her hand and helping her up shows compassion. Jennings points out the immediate and complete restoration, as she "began to wait on them," indicating no lingering effects of the fever. He also notes the distinction Mark makes between demonic possession and illness.
· Mass Healings and Exorcisms (Mark 1:32-34): Following the Sabbath, the whole town brought the sick and demon-possessed to Jesus, who "healed many who had various diseases" and "drove out many demons," reinforcing the distinction between the two. Jesus' refusal to let the demons speak ("because they knew who he was") is discussed, with Jennings suggesting it's not about preventing magical incantations but about Jesus controlling the revelation of his identity and potentially dampening political fervor.
· Jesus' Departure to Pray and Subsequent Itinerant Ministry (Mark 1:35-39): Jesus' early morning prayer in a solitary place contrasts with the public displays of power and reveals his reliance on prayer and obedience to a larger mission. The disciples' concern ("'Everyone is looking for you'") and Jesus' response ("'Let us go somewhere else, to the nearby villages, so I can preach there also. That is why I have come'") highlight a potential misunderstanding of Jesus' priorities. Jennings emphasizes that Jesus' primary purpose is to preach the good news of the Kingdom. The section concludes with a summary of Jesus' ongoing ministry throughout Galilee: "preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons."
1. Anticipation of Future Themes and Conflicts:
· Jennings argues that this first day in Capernaum sets the stage for the rest of Mark's Gospel.
· He anticipates ongoing conflict between Jesus and religious leaders over scripture and God's will, as well as the battle against demonic forces.
· The imperfect understanding and at times misguided actions of the disciples are highlighted as a recurring theme.
· The relationship and distinctions (or lack thereof) between the crowds and the disciples will be explored further.
· The mobile and itinerant nature of Jesus' ministry is established.
Quotes:
· "That after John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming the good news of God." (Mark 1:14)
· "'The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news.'" (Mark 1:15)
· "'Come, follow me,' Jesus said, "'and I will send you out to fish for people.'" (Mark 1:17)
· "'At once they left their nets and followed him.'" (Mark 1:18)
· "...he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law." (Mark 1:22)
· "'What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.'" (Mark 1:24)
· "'Be quiet, come out of him.'" (Mark 1:25)
· "The fever left her, and she began to wait on them." (Mark 1:31)
· "...he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was." (Mark 1:34)
· "'Everyone is looking for you.'" (Mark 1:37)
· "'Let us go somewhere else, to the nearby villages, so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.'" (Mark 1:38)
· "So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons." (Mark 1:39)
Conclusion:
Dr. Jennings' analysis of Mark 1:14-39 emphasizes the dynamic and authoritative beginning of Jesus' public ministry. The lecture highlights the core message of the arrival of the Kingdom of God, the decisive call to discipleship, and the multifaceted nature of Jesus' power demonstrated in his teaching, exorcisms, and healings on a single day in Capernaum. This passage is presented as foundational for understanding the subsequent narrative of Mark's Gospel, foreshadowing key themes of conflict, the imperfect nature of discipleship, and the mobile spread of Jesus' message.
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4.  Study Guide: Jennings, Mark, Session 3, Calls Disciples, Heals (Mark 1:14-39)
Top of Form
Study Guide: Mark 1:14-39
Key Themes:
· The Beginning of Jesus' Public Ministry: This section marks the transition from the prologue and the announcement by John the Baptist to Jesus' own active proclamation and ministry in Galilee.
· The Nature of the Good News: Jesus proclaims the "good news of God," which is directly linked to his own identity as the Messiah and the arrival of the Kingdom of God.
· Jesus' Authority: Mark highlights Jesus' unparalleled authority in his teaching, his ability to command and expel unclean spirits, and his power over physical ailments. This authority contrasts with that of the scribes.
· The Calling of the First Disciples: Jesus initiates his ministry by actively calling ordinary fishermen to follow him and become "fishers of people," emphasizing his own initiative and their immediate obedience.
· Conflict and Opposition: Even at the beginning, Mark introduces elements of conflict, both with demonic forces and implicitly with the religious authorities whose authority is challenged by Jesus.
· The Response to Jesus: Mark presents various responses to Jesus: amazement from the crowds, immediate obedience from the disciples, hostile recognition from demons, and hints of misunderstanding from even his closest followers.
· The Mobility of Jesus' Ministry: Jesus does not remain in one place but actively travels and preaches throughout Galilee, indicating the expansive nature of his mission.
Quiz:
1. According to Mark, what event immediately precedes Jesus beginning his public ministry in Galilee (Mark 1:14)? What is the core message of Jesus' initial proclamation?
2. How does Mark connect Jesus' proclamation of the "good news of God" with the earlier description of the "good news about Jesus the Messiah" in the prologue (Mark 1:14-15)? What does Jesus mean by saying, "The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near"?
3. Describe the calling of the first four disciples (Simon, Andrew, James, and John). What is significant about Jesus' method of calling them and their immediate response, according to Mark?
4. What does the reaction of the people in the synagogue to Jesus' teaching reveal about his authority compared to the teachers of the law (scribes) (Mark 1:21-22)?
5. Describe the encounter with the man possessed by an unclean spirit in the synagogue (Mark 1:23-26). What does the demon's cry reveal about its recognition of Jesus, and how does Jesus respond?
6. How does Mark parallel the immediate obedience of the disciples to Jesus' call with the immediate departure of the unclean spirit from the possessed man (Mark 1:17-18, 25-26)? What does this parallelism emphasize?
7. Describe the healing of Simon's mother-in-law (Mark 1:29-31). How does Jesus interact with her, and what is the immediate result of his action? What contrast does Jennings draw between this healing and the exorcism?
8. What happens in Capernaum in the evening after the Sabbath (Mark 1:32-34)? What two distinct types of interventions does Jesus perform, and why does he prevent the demons from speaking?
9. Why does Jesus leave Capernaum to go to other nearby villages despite the crowds seeking him (Mark 1:35-39)? What does this decision reveal about his primary purpose, according to his own words?
10. According to Jennings, what are some of the initial conflicts and tensions introduced in Mark 1:14-39 that will likely continue to develop throughout the Gospel?
Answer Key:
1. Jesus begins his public ministry in Galilee after John the Baptist was put in prison. His core message is the proclamation of the good news of God, stating that the time has come and the kingdom of God has come near.
2. Mark uses the same word, "euangelion" (good news), connecting the initial announcement about Jesus' identity with Jesus' own proclamation about God. By saying, "The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near," Jesus indicates that the anticipated Messianic age and God's reign have arrived with his presence.
3. Jesus calls Simon and Andrew, and then James and John, as they are fishing by the Sea of Galilee. Significantly, Jesus takes the initiative in calling them, unlike typical rabbinic practice, and they immediately leave their livelihoods and families to follow him, highlighting the power and authority of his call.
4. The people are amazed at Jesus' teaching because he taught with authority, unlike the teachers of the law (scribes). This suggests that Jesus' teaching had a directness and inherent power that the scribes' interpretations lacked.
5. The possessed man cries out, with the demon recognizing Jesus as "Jesus of Nazareth" and "the Holy One of God," fearing destruction. Jesus authoritatively commands the demon to be quiet and come out of the man, and it immediately obeys after violently convulsing him.
6. The immediate obedience of the disciples and the immediate departure of the demon both emphasize Jesus' powerful and effective authority. His word alone is sufficient to bring about the desired action, whether it is to call followers or to expel evil.
7. Jesus goes to Simon's mother-in-law, takes her hand, and helps her up; he does not rebuke the fever. The fever leaves her immediately, and she begins to wait on them. Jennings points out the contrast between the sternness of the exorcism and the tenderness shown in this healing, suggesting Jesus understood the difference between demonic possession and illness.
8. In the evening, the whole town gathers, bringing the sick and demon-possessed to Jesus. He heals many with various diseases and drives out many demons, making a clear distinction between the two. He prevents the demons from speaking because he refuses to allow unholy beings to proclaim his identity and wants to control the revelation of who he is, possibly to avoid political misinterpretations.
9. Jesus leaves to preach in nearby villages because that is the primary reason he has come – to proclaim the message of the kingdom of God throughout the region. His decision highlights his mission-driven focus beyond just performing miracles in one location.


10. Jennings suggests initial conflicts will arise between Jesus and religious leaders over scriptural interpretation and God's will, and a continued battle with demonic forces. He also notes the disciples' incomplete understanding and potential misinterpretations of Jesus' mission, as well as the question of the distinction between the crowds and the disciples.

Essay Format Questions:
1. Analyze the significance of the opening verses of Mark 1:14-15 in relation to the prologue (Mark 1:1-13). How does Mark establish the continuity and development of his narrative regarding the "good news" and the arrival of the Kingdom of God?
2. Discuss the portrayal of Jesus' authority in Mark 1:14-39, focusing on specific examples from his teaching, his interactions with unclean spirits, and his healing miracles. How does Mark emphasize the unique nature and impact of this authority?
3. Examine the calling of the first disciples in Mark 1:16-20. What does this passage reveal about Jesus' method of recruitment, the characteristics of those he called, and the nature of discipleship as presented by Mark?
4. Compare and contrast the responses of different groups (the crowds, the disciples, and the demons) to Jesus in Mark 1:14-39. What do these varied reactions suggest about the initial impact and reception of Jesus' ministry?
5. Evaluate the importance of the day in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-39) as a microcosm of Jesus' early public ministry, according to the lecture. How does Mark use this specific day to introduce key themes and anticipate future developments in the Gospel narrative?


Glossary of Key Terms:
· Good News (Euangelion): The central message of Christianity, referring initially to the proclamation of Jesus as the Messiah and the arrival of God's Kingdom.
· Messiah (Christ): The promised deliverer and king of the Jewish people, believed to be the Son of God. "Christ" is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Messiah."
· Son of God: A title applied to Jesus, signifying his unique relationship with God and his divine nature.
· Kingdom of God (Kingdom of Heaven): The reign and rule of God, understood by Jesus as being both present in his ministry and future in its full realization.
· Eschatological: Relating to the "end times" or the final events in the history of the world, often associated with the coming of the Messiah and the establishment of God's Kingdom.
· Repent: To turn away from sin and towards God, involving a change of heart and behavior.
· Believe: To have faith and trust in God and in Jesus as the Messiah.
· Disciples: Followers or pupils of a teacher; in the context of the Gospels, specifically refers to those who followed Jesus.
· Scribes (Teachers of the Law): Jewish scholars and experts in the interpretation and application of the Mosaic Law.
· Synagogue: A Jewish house of worship and community gathering place, used for prayer, reading Scripture, and teaching.
· Unclean Spirit (Demon): A supernatural being opposed to God, often believed to possess or afflict humans.
· Exorcism: The act of driving out or expelling an evil spirit from a person or place.
· Authority: The power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience. In the context of Jesus, it refers to his divine power and right to speak and act on behalf of God.
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5. FAQs on Jennings, Mark, Session 3, Calls Disciples, Heals (Mark 1:14-39), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions on Mark 1:14-39
1. Following John the Baptist's imprisonment, what was the core message Jesus proclaimed in Galilee, and how did it relate to Mark's initial description of the gospel? Jesus went into Galilee proclaiming "the good news of God," stating, "The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!" This directly echoes Mark's opening, which declares "the beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God." Jennings highlights that Mark intentionally links what is said about Jesus with Jesus' own proclamation about God, emphasizing that the arrival of Jesus signifies the arrival of God's kingdom. The "good news of God" is intrinsically tied to the person and presence of Jesus.
2. What was significant about Jesus' calling of the first disciples (Simon, Andrew, James, and John), and how did Mark portray their initial response? Jesus' calling of these fishermen was unusual for the time, as typically, disciples would seek out rabbis, not the other way around. This demonstrates Jesus' active initiative in choosing his followers. Mark emphasizes the immediacy of their response: "At once they left their nets and followed him." and "Without delay, he called them...they left their father...and followed him." Jennings points out that Mark focuses on the effectual nature of Jesus' words, which directly led to action, highlighting a "muscular testimony of faith" and the necessity of a physical act of leaving behind to follow Jesus. The fact that these future leaders came from common backgrounds also underscores an unexpected, grassroots nature of Jesus' movement.
3. How did the crowds react to Jesus' teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum, and what was the key difference between his authority and that of the teachers of the law (scribes)? The crowds were consistently "amazed" at Jesus' teaching because "he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law." Jennings explains that unlike the scribes, who often debated interpretations and applications of scripture, Jesus spoke with a sense of divine intent, declaring the reason and purpose behind the passages. His authority wasn't just a matter of confidence or correct language but stemmed from a perceived divine perspective, setting him in contrast with the established religious authorities.


4. What was the significance of the encounter with the man possessed by an unclean spirit in the synagogue, and what does it reveal about Jesus' authority and the nature of demonic recognition? This event showcases another key aspect of Jesus' early ministry: exorcisms. The demon immediately recognized Jesus ("What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God!") and expressed fear of his power. Jennings emphasizes that this recognition by the demons was often coupled with their impending destruction, demonstrating Jesus' immediate authority over them. Jesus' command, "Be quiet...come out of him," and the immediate obedience further illustrate this power, paralleling the disciples' swift response to his call.
5. How did Jesus' healing of Simon's mother-in-law differ from the exorcism he performed earlier that day, and what does this distinction suggest? While the exorcism was public and involved a stern command ("Be quiet...come out"), the healing of Simon's mother-in-law was a private act of tenderness. Jesus "went to her, took her hand, and helped her up." Jennings highlights this contrast, noting that Jesus didn't rebuke the fever as he did the demon. This suggests that Jesus and Mark recognized a difference between demonic possession and physical illness, and it also reveals Jesus' compassion and the immediate restoration that occurred in his presence, undoing the effects of the fall.
6. Despite the overwhelming response to his miracles and teachings in Capernaum, why did Jesus choose to leave and preach in other nearby villages? After a day of powerful public and private displays of his authority, Jesus intentionally withdrew to a solitary place to pray. When his disciples found him and told him "everyone is looking for you," Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else, to the nearby villages, so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." Jennings interprets this as Jesus following a mission, driven by his prayer and obedience. His priority was not simply to cater to the immediate crowds but to proclaim the good news of the kingdom throughout Galilee. This highlights a key theme of Jesus' ministry as a mobile one, constantly moving and preaching.


7. What were some of the initial reactions and misunderstandings exhibited by Jesus' disciples, as seen in Mark 1:14-39? Jennings points out that even in this early stage, Mark portrays the disciples as not fully grasping Jesus' mission. Their concern that Jesus had "made a bad decision" by going off to pray, rather than staying with the crowds seeking healing, reveals a misunderstanding of his priorities. They seem to value the immediate popularity and miraculous displays more than Jesus' need for prayer and his broader mission to preach the kingdom in other places. This sets the stage for Mark's recurring depiction of the disciples as incomplete and often confused.
8. Based on the events of this first day in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-39), what are some of the key conflicts and characteristics of Jesus' ministry that Mark seems to be setting up for the rest of his Gospel? Jennings concludes that this day in Capernaum serves as a microcosm for Jesus' public ministry as presented by Mark. It introduces the conflicts Jesus will face: with religious leaders over scripture and God's will, and with demonic forces. It also establishes key characteristics of Jesus' ministry: his authoritative teaching, his power over demons and illness, his mobility as an itinerant preacher, and the often-incomplete understanding and faith of his disciples and the crowds. The contrast between Jesus' authority and tenderness is also highlighted as a defining aspect of his actions.
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