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Dr. Jeffrey Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, 

Session 6, Introduction, History of the Discipline, Part 2 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 6, Geographical 

Arena, Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Jeffrey Hudon's lecture on Biblical Archaeology, Session 6, Part 2, focuses on the 

geography of the Holy Land. He examines several key regions, including the Plain of 

Sharon, the hill country of Ephraim and Manasseh, the Philistine Plain, the wilderness of 

Judah, and the Jordan Valley. The lecture details the historical significance and 

archaeological findings of various sites within these regions, connecting biblical 

narratives with geographical locations and archaeological discoveries. The presentation 

also touches upon the impact of political events and modern development on these 

locations. 

2.  20 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 6 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Archaeology).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided source, "Hudon_BibArch_EN_Ses06.pdf," which is the transcript of Dr. 

Jeffrey Hudon's lecture on Biblical Archaeology, Session 6, Part 2: 

Briefing Document: Biblical Archaeology - Geographical Arena Part 2 

Overview: 

This session of Dr. Hudon's lecture focuses on the geographical areas of the Holy Land, 

building on the previous session. He explores various regions and sites, linking them to 

historical and biblical contexts. The lecture emphasizes the importance of geography in 

understanding biblical narratives and historical events. The main areas covered include 

the Plain of Sharon, the Hill Country of Ephraim and Manasseh, the Philistine Plain, the 

Wilderness of Judah, and the Jordan Valley. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

• The Plain of Sharon: Challenges & AdaptationsThe Plain of Sharon, despite being 

coastal, wasn't ideal for farming in antiquity due to the Kirkar Ridge. This ridge of 

fossilized sea life blocked streams, creating swampy areas. 

• This geological feature forced the Via Maris (coastal highway) further east. 

• Natural harbors were scarce, requiring the construction of artificial ones like 

those at Caesarea Maritima by Herod. 

• Quote: "The Plain of Sharon in antiquity, as it does today, had a series of small 

streams or wadis going into the Mediterranean. However, these would be blocked 

by what's called the Kirkar Ridge... And that would not allow these streams to 

empty into the Mediterranean. So, you have swampy area here." 

• Caesarea Maritima: Herod's Architectural IngenuityHerod built Caesarea 

Maritima on the site of Stratos Tower, demonstrating state-of-the-art Roman 

engineering. 

• Herod used Roman cement to build an artificial harbor. 

• He created a sophisticated water supply using a long aqueduct from Mount 

Carmel. 

• The city had features like tide-flushed sewage systems, a theater, and 

saltwater/freshwater pools. 
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• Quote: "And Herod, of course, did everything extravagantly and large. And he, I 

mean, state of the art at the time, actually did build an artificial inner and outer 

harbor and used cement developed by the Romans to actually harden 

underwater." 

• Philistine Sites and Their Significance:Tel Qasile was unique among Philistine 

sites, being built on a virgin site, rather than an earlier Canaanite one. 

• The lecture discusses the five major Philistine cities: Ekron, Gath, Ashkelon, 

Ashdod, and Gaza and the important archeological finds there. 

• Ekron (Tel Miqne) yielded a major temple palace complex, with inscriptions. 

• Gath (Tel es-Safi) had a four-horned altar. 

• Ashkelon has a Middle Bronze gateway and a silver calf figurine. 

• The cities were loosely confederated, rather than being a unified state. 

• Quote: "...the five Philistine major epicenters. Again, they were not, like the Greek 

polis, they were self-governing, but they were loosely confederated and again 

controlled that area during the Iron I and early Iron II period." 

• The Hill Country of Ephraim and Manasseh: Israelite Heartland:This region, once 

under Jordanian control, was found to be the heartland of ancient Israel following 

the 1967 Six Day War. 

• Terracing was a key feature of agriculture, utilizing the terra rossa soil for olives, 

grapes, and grains. 

• The Dothan Valley is a key location associated with the story of Joseph, where he 

was sold into slavery. It also has a darker association as a planned site for Nazi 

extermination camps during WWII. 

• Samaria (Sebastia), an Israelite capital was built by Omri and expanded by 

Jeroboam II. 

• Shechem, an important early capital was the site of a major Middle and Late 

Bronze Age Temple. 

• The lecture highlights the work of scholars like Adam Zertal and Israel Finkelstein 

in understanding the emergence of Israel in this region. 
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• Quote: "And you can see to this day the evidence of terraces or terracing...And 

then, on the wadi floor, they would have grown grain. Usually, that was usually 

the case." 

• The Wilderness of Judah: A Rugged Steppe LandThe "wilderness" is described as 

a steppe or rugged country (midbar in Hebrew), not a desert. 

• It's a relatively small but vital region due to its role in biblical history and 

preservation of archaeological remains. 

• The Dead Sea Scrolls and finds in Judean caves originate here. 

• Significant drop in elevation occurs from the highlands to the Dead Sea. 

• The region had some cities and forts mentioned in Joshua 15. 

• The Dead Sea: Unique Environment & SignificanceThe Dead Sea has a very high 

salinity (8.6 times saltier than the ocean). 

• The lake is shrinking rapidly and faces an ecological crisis. 

• It has health benefits, due to the mineral content of the water and mud. 

• The lecture mentions En-Gedi's temple, its importance as a gateway to the hill 

country, and its role in biblical stories. 

• Quote: "33% salt... 8.6 times saltier than the ocean." 

• Herodian Fortresses in the Judean Desert:Herod built fortresses like Hyrcania 

and Kypros in the Judean desert. 

• Masada, also in this region, served as a refuge for Herod, and later a site of 

rebellion by Jewish zealots. 

• The lecture also mentions Qumran, the site of the Dead Sea Scrolls settlement. 

1. Jordan Valley: Fertile and Historic 

• Jericho, the oldest and lowest city on Earth, thrives due to the presence of Elisha's 

Spring. 

• Water makes it possible for incredibly fertile agriculture. 

• The lecture mentions Kathleen Kenyon's excavations at Jericho and the unique 

Herodian architectural style (opus reticulatum) found at the New Testament 

Jericho. 
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• Quote: "And anywhere in the Jordan Valley, anywhere in the Holy Land for that 

matter, but especially in the Jordan Valley, if you can add water to the equation, 

you've got literally grow anything." 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Hudon's lecture effectively uses archaeological evidence and historical context to 

bring the geography of the Holy Land to life. He emphasizes the challenges and 

opportunities each region presented to its inhabitants. The lecture demonstrates how 

understanding the geographical features of the Holy Land is crucial to understanding 

biblical narratives and the history of the region. This geographical and historical 

background is vital to the study of biblical archeology. 
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4.  Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 6, Geographical 

Arena, Part 2 
 

Biblical Archaeology: Session 6 Study Guide 

Short Answer Quiz 

1. Why was the Plain of Sharon not ideal for farming in antiquity despite its coastal 

location? The Plain of Sharon had numerous small streams that were blocked by 

the Kirkar Ridge, a formation of fossilized sea life, which resulted in swampy 

conditions unsuitable for farming. This blockage prevented the streams from 

draining into the Mediterranean. 

2. Describe Herod's innovative approach to sanitation at Caesarea Maritima. Herod 

ingeniously designed a sewer system at Caesarea Maritima that used vaults and 

the natural tides of the Mediterranean Sea to wash away the sewage, which was 

a sophisticated sanitation method for the time. 

3. Why is Tel Qasile considered a significant archaeological site for understanding 

Philistine culture? Unlike other Philistine sites built upon earlier Canaanite 

settlements, Tel Qasile was a virgin site, built from the ground up, providing 

archaeologists with a pure Philistine settlement undisturbed by previous 

occupation. 

4. What is the significance of the Yarkon River and its source at Aphek/Ras Al Ain? 

The Yarkon River, though short, was a significant source of fresh water flowing 

into the Mediterranean. Its source, Aphek/Ras Al Ain, was a historically important 

Egyptian and Canaanite administrative center, and later known as Antipatris in 

New Testament times. 

5. How did farmers in the hill country of Ephraim and Manasseh utilize the terrain 

for agriculture? Farmers in the hill country built terraces on the slopes for growing 

olives and grapes and used the wadi floor for grain farming, taking advantage of 

the terra rossa soil, a rich, iron-filled soil derived from Cenomanian limestone. 

6. Describe the historical significance of the Dothan Valley in the biblical narrative. 

The Dothan Valley is where Joseph was sold into slavery in Genesis 37 and is also 

a place with a tragic footnote, it was chosen by Nazi collaborators as the location 

for extermination camps during WWII. 
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7. What is significant about Samaria as a historical site in ancient Israel? Samaria 

was strategically chosen by King Omri as the capital of the northern kingdom of 

Israel and further developed by Jeroboam II. It served as a major protected city, 

showcasing Israelite and later Greco-Roman architectural and political power. 

8. What is the ongoing debate about Adam Zertal's discovery on Mount Ebal? Adam 

Zertal claimed he discovered Joshua's altar on Mount Ebal, while other scholars 

believe it was a watchtower or some sort of a square tower. The interpretation of 

the structure remains a point of debate among archaeologists. 

9. Explain why the Judean Wilderness is not considered a true desert, according to 

the source material. The Judean Wilderness, referred to as "midbar" in Hebrew, is 

more accurately described as a rugged steppe or dry, rough country rather than a 

true desert due to its relatively small size and varying terrain. 

10. What made Jericho a historically significant city, both geographically and 

archaeologically? Jericho is both the oldest and lowest city on earth, situated at 

1,400 feet below sea level. Its fertile location with the availability of water from 

Elisha’s spring allowed it to thrive from the Neolithic period forward. 

Answer Key 

1. The Plain of Sharon was not ideal for farming due to the Kirkar Ridge which 

blocked the streams and resulted in swampy conditions. This ridge prevented 

proper drainage into the Mediterranean. 

2. Herod built a system of vaults that flushed sewage out to sea with the natural 

tides. This was an innovative system for the time period that harnessed the 

natural environment for sanitation. 

3. Tel Qasile was built on a virgin site, meaning it provides an undisturbed look at a 

pure Philistine settlement, unlike other Philistine sites built on previous 

occupations. 

4. The Yarkon River provided fresh water, and its source at Aphek was an 

administrative center through multiple historical periods. 

5. Farmers used terracing for olives and grapes and wadi floors for grain, utilizing the 

terra rossa soil created by the limestone bedrock. 

6. The Dothan Valley is where Joseph was sold into slavery and was also a tragic 

location proposed for WWII Nazi extermination camps. 
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7. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, known for its well-built 

structures and strategic location in the hill country. 

8. Adam Zertal’s discovery is debated: was it Joshua’s altar, or a watchtower or some 

other square structure? The purpose is not yet agreed upon. 

9. The Judean Wilderness is a rugged steppe, or dry land, and not a true desert. 

10. Jericho is the oldest and lowest city on earth, made fertile by Elisha’s Spring. 

 

Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the impact of geographical features, such as the Kirkar Ridge, on the 

development of settlements and transportation routes in the coastal plain of 

ancient Israel. 

2. Analyze the role of water management and engineering in the construction and 

sustainability of ancient cities like Caesarea Maritima and Jericho, and how these 

innovations impacted local life. 

3. Compare and contrast the settlement patterns and agricultural practices in the 

coastal plains and the hill country regions, using specific examples from the text. 

4. Evaluate the significance of archaeological discoveries in the Judean Wilderness, 

considering their contribution to understanding both the biblical text and the 

historical context of the region. 

5. Explore the political, religious, and economic factors that influenced the strategic 

importance and development of cities like Samaria, Shechem, and Jericho in 

different historical periods. 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Kirkar Ridge: A ridge formed by fossilized sea life along the coast of the Levant 

that blocked streams from reaching the Mediterranean, creating swampy 

conditions. 

• Via Maris: The ancient coastal highway that ran through the Levant, important for 

trade and military movements. 

• Terra Rossa: A reddish-brown soil rich in iron content, formed from the 

breakdown of limestone bedrock, ideal for agriculture, especially in the hill 

country. 

• Wadi: A dry streambed or valley that fills with water during the rainy season, 

often used for agriculture or as routes through terrain. 

• Tel/Tell: An artificial mound formed by the accumulated remains of ancient 

settlements, which contain layers of archaeological artifacts. 

• Cenomanian Limestone: A type of limestone bedrock that is prevalent in the hill 

country, contributing to the formation of terra rossa soil. 

• Philistine Plain: The coastal plain south of the Plain of Sharon, the traditional 

homeland of the Philistines and their five major cities. 

• Midbar: The Hebrew term for "wilderness," which in the context of the Judean 

Wilderness refers to rugged, dry steppe land, not a true desert. 

• Opus Reticulatum: A type of Roman construction technique using diamond-

shaped blocks, often used in Herodian architecture, most visible at the New 

Testament Jericho palace. 

• Rift Valley (Jordan Valley): A geological depression along the Jordan River, known 

for its fertile lands due to available water sources, with Jericho located here. 
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5. FAQs on Hudon, Biblical Archaeology,  

Session 6, Geographical Arena, Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org 

(BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Geography of the Holy Land 

1. Why was the Plain of Sharon, despite being a coastal plain, not ideal for farming 

in antiquity? The Plain of Sharon, while located along the Mediterranean coast, 

faced a significant challenge due to the Kirkar Ridge. This ridge, composed of 

fossilized sea life, blocked the natural drainage of streams and wadis, leading to 

the formation of swampy areas. Consequently, the area was not conducive to 

agriculture, and the main coastal highway, the Via Maris, was forced to move 

inland, to the east of the plain. 

2. What made Herod the Great's city of Caesarea Maritima so unique and 

technologically advanced for its time? Caesarea Maritima was a testament to 

Roman engineering and Herod's ambition. It featured an artificial inner and outer 

harbor built using Roman-developed cement that hardened underwater, a 

complex system for flushing sewage using the tides, and a sophisticated water 

supply system involving a long aqueduct that carried spring water from the foot 

of Mount Carmel. These elements demonstrated advanced techniques for 

construction and resource management at the time. 

3. What is significant about the Philistine site of Tel Qasile compared to other 

Philistine settlements? Unlike most Philistine sites, which were built upon the 

remains of earlier destroyed Canaanite cities, Tel Qasile was a virgin site, meaning 

it was constructed on previously unoccupied land. This makes it unique and 

archaeologically valuable because it provides a clear snapshot of the Philistine 

culture without the confounding layers of older settlements. This characteristic 

also offers insights into the "Sea People" invasion. 

4. How did the terrain and agricultural practices in the hill country of Ephraim and 

Manasseh contribute to the development of Israelite settlements in the Iron 

Age? The hill country of Ephraim and Manasseh featured a gradual ascent and 

was characterized by terraced hillsides built on Cenomanian limestone that 

eroded into iron-rich terra rossa soil. This made the area ideal for viticulture 

(grapes) and olives. Grain was often grown in the valley floors, and watchtowers 

were commonly built to protect the crops. This combination of fertile soil and 
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intentional farming techniques aided in the emergence of Israelite settlements 

during the Iron I period. 

5. What is the historical and archaeological significance of the Dothan Valley, and 

what dark event was planned to take place there during WWII? The Dothan 

Valley is significant as it marks the end of a route used by the patriarchs, and it is 

also the location where Joseph was sold into slavery in Genesis. Archaeologically, 

it was the site of a biblical city excavated by Wheaton College. A grim historical 

note is that during World War II, Nazi Germany, along with a local Muslim leader, 

planned to build extermination camps in the Dothan Valley to murder the Jewish 

population of Palestine, but thankfully, this plan was never enacted. 

6. Why was the city of Shechem considered the "uncrowned queen of the hill 

country," and what is its connection to Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal? 

Shechem was a prominent city and the first capital of Israel after the separation 

of Israel and Judah. It held strategic importance and was the scene of various 

biblical events, notably in the Book of Judges. Shechem is located between Mount 

Gerizim and Mount Ebal, which are respectively known as the mountains of 

Blessings and Curses according to the Torah and where Joshua is said to have 

conducted a ceremony. 

7. What was the nature of the Philistine cities, and how were they organized in the 

Iron Age? The Philistine cities, such as Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gaza, Miqne (Ekron), 

and Gath, were major epicenters on the coastal plain. They were not formally 

united like a kingdom, but rather loosely confederated. Each city-state, like a 

Greek polis, had its own self-governance, yet they were connected by shared 

culture and influence. They controlled the coastal plain during the Iron I and early 

Iron II periods, and are noted for their unique material culture. 

8. How does the Judean wilderness differ from a typical desert, and what were the 

types of settlements and activities that took place there? The Judean 

wilderness, or midbar in Hebrew, is not a true desert but a rugged, steppe-like 

landscape east of Jerusalem. It's characterized by a dramatic drop in elevation 

from the hill country to the Dead Sea. It was the location of the discovery of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls and was a center for monastic activity in the Byzantine period. It 

also hosted fortresses and paramilitary farmsteads, serving as a strategic and 

agricultural area despite its arid conditions. The Judean wilderness also contains 

the unique settlement of Ir-Ha-Melech, or the City of Salt, where salt was mined 

and processed. 


