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Dr. David Howard, Joshua - Ruth, Session 28, 

Judges 13-16 -- Samson 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 28, Judges 13-16 -- 

Samson, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. David Howard's lecture analyzes the biblical book of Judges, chapters 13-16, focusing 

on the life of Samson. The lecture details Samson's birth, his Nazirite vow, and his 

numerous feats of strength against the Philistines. It explores Samson's flaws, including 

his violations of his vow and the Ten Commandments, and his complex relationship with 

Philistine women. Howard discusses Samson's actions as both a symbol of Israel's 

cyclical faithlessness and a powerful instrument of God's deliverance. Finally, the lecture 

concludes by examining the tragic and triumphant aspects of Samson's life, highlighting 

his ultimate act of revenge. 

2.  8 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 28 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Historical Books → Joshua-Ruth).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 28, 

Judges 13-15 -- Samson 

NotebookLM cancelled, censored or refused to do a Briefing Document for this lecture….  
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4. Study Guide:  Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 28, Judges 13-

16 -- Samson 

Samson: Judge of Israel - A Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. How is Samson's story different from other judges in the Book of Judges? 

2. What is the significance of the angel of the Lord's appearance to Samson's 

parents? 

3. What are the three main requirements of the Nazarite vow as described in 

Numbers 6? 

4. How does Samson violate the Nazarite vow in his life? 

5. What was the purpose of the riddle that Samson gave to the Philistines at his 

wedding feast? 

6. How does the text describe the cycle of offense and retaliation that marks 

Samson’s relationship with the Philistines? 

7. What is the significance of Samson carrying the gates of Gaza to Hebron? 

8. How does Delilah convince Samson to reveal the secret of his strength? 

9. What significant change is evident in Samson’s prayer at the temple of Dagon, 

compared to his earlier prayer for water? 

10. What is the final outcome of Samson’s life, including the impact of his death? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Samson's story is told in great length, with details about his birth, life, and 

dramatic death, unlike the shorter accounts of other judges. He is also unique 

because he fights the Philistines mostly single-handedly and has extensive 

interactions with them, including multiple relationships with Philistine women. 

2. The angel's appearance to Samson's barren mother announces his birth and 

mission to begin saving Israel from the Philistines. It also establishes that he is to 

be a Nazarite from birth, highlighting the unique divine calling on his life. 
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3. The three requirements of the Nazarite vow include abstaining from wine and 

strong drink (and grape products), never cutting the hair, and not going near a 

dead body, even a close relative. 

4. Samson violates the Nazarite vow by consuming honey from a dead lion, taking 

part in a drinking feast at his wedding, and ultimately by allowing his hair to be 

cut, which was the sign of his dedication to God. 

5. The riddle was a test of wit and a means of social interaction, and a way to place a 

wager, but it also led to the exposure of Samson's inner life through the 

manipulation of his wife. 

6. The cycle consists of Samson committing offenses, which lead to Philistine 

retaliation. His response then escalates the conflict further, showcasing his 

volatile nature and a continuous back-and-forth pattern. 

7. Carrying the gates of Gaza to Hebron is a testament to Samson's unparalleled 

physical strength, and it demonstrates his ability to overcome his enemies and 

also shows his recklessness, but perhaps also that he was beyond their grasp. 

8. Delilah convinces Samson through persistent nagging and manipulation. She 

appeals to his emotions by questioning his love for her and ultimately wears him 

down until he reveals that his strength is tied to his uncut hair. 

9. In the earlier prayer, Samson's request for water was self-centered, only 

concerned with his personal thirst. In the temple of Dagon, however, his prayer is 

less self-serving, asking for strength to avenge his eyes, which displays a shift 

towards a concern for justice. 

10. Samson's life ends with the destruction of the temple of Dagon and the death of 

more Philistines than he killed during his life, fulfilling his role to weaken the 

Philistines' hold on Israel. He is considered a tragic hero who was used by God 

despite his own failings. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the character of Samson as a judge of Israel. Consider his strengths, 

weaknesses, and how he embodies the overall narrative of the Book of Judges. 

2. Discuss the significance of the Nazarite vow in the story of Samson. How does the 

vow contribute to his calling, and how does his violation of it affect his life and 

mission? 

3. Examine the role of women in Samson's life, particularly his relationships with 

Philistine women. What do these relationships reveal about Samson's character 

and the broader themes in the Book of Judges? 

4. Compare and contrast Samson's interaction with God throughout his life. How 

does his relationship with the divine evolve, and how does it influence the events 

of his story? 

5. Evaluate the legacy of Samson in the Old Testament. How does his story serve as 

a warning, encouragement, or both? How does his character resonate with other 

biblical heroes and anti-heroes? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief or principle. 

In the context of Judges, it refers to Israel's repeated turning away from God. 

Angel of the Lord: A divine messenger often associated with God's presence and 

intervention in human affairs. In Samson's story, the angel plays a role in announcing his 

birth and mission. 

Barren: Unable to conceive children. This is significant in Samson's birth narrative, as it 

highlights God's miraculous intervention. 

Delilah: A Philistine woman who was bribed by Philistine leaders to discover the source 

of Samson's strength. 

Dagon: A Philistine god, primarily a god of agriculture, worshipped by those people. 

Samson destroys the temple of Dagon in his final act of revenge. 

Gaza: One of the five major Philistine cities and a key location in Samson's story, where 

he encounters a prostitute and carries away the city gates. 

Hebron: An ancient city in the hill country of Judea, which is the destination of Samson 

when he carries the gates of Gaza. 

Nazirite Vow: A special vow taken to separate oneself to God, involving abstaining from 

wine and strong drink, refraining from cutting hair, and avoiding contact with dead 

bodies. 

Philistines: A people who were the chief antagonists of the Israelites during the time of 

the judges. Samson’s exploits were mostly directed against them. 

Ramat Lahi: A place named by Samson after killing a thousand Philistines with a 

donkey's jawbone. It means “hill of the jawbone.” 
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5. FAQs on Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 28, Judges 13-16 -- 

Samson, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about Samson from Judges 13-16 

1. Who was Samson and what made him unique among the Judges of Israel? 

Samson was the 12th and last judge of Israel, living around the end of the 12th 

century BC. He is perhaps the most well-known judge, synonymous with great 

strength, which was a gift from God. Unlike other judges who led armies, Samson 

fought the Philistines largely single-handedly. He was also unique in that his life 

was deeply intertwined with the very people he was meant to oppose, often 

through his relationships with Philistine women. He was a deeply flawed hero, 

and his life mirrored the tragic aspects of Israel's apostasy. 

2. What was the significance of Samson's birth and the angel's visit to his parents? 

Samson’s birth was announced by the angel of the Lord to his barren mother, 

emphasizing God’s direct involvement in his life. The angel also declared that 

Samson was to be a Nazarite from birth, and that his mission would be to begin 

Israel's deliverance from the Philistines. This level of divine involvement was more 

prominent than in the stories of previous judges. 

3. What is a Nazarite vow, and how did it apply to Samson? A Nazarite vow is a 

voluntary act of separation unto the Lord, described in Numbers 6. It involves 

three main restrictions: abstaining from wine and strong drink (and all products of 

the grapevine), not cutting one's hair, and avoiding contact with dead bodies, 

even family members. Samson was dedicated as a Nazarite from birth, without 

his consent, and for life, and yet he violated all three aspects of this vow: he 

partook in drinking banquets, touched a dead lion, and eventually had his hair 

cut. 

4. How did Samson's relationships with Philistine women contribute to the events 

in his life? Samson's relationships with Philistine women were a major source of 

conflict. His desire to marry a Philistine woman led to a series of offenses and 

retaliations with the Philistines. His involvement with Delilah ultimately led to his 

capture and the loss of his physical strength. These relationships, which were 

forbidden by God, demonstrate a persistent violation of God's laws. 
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5. What was the cycle of conflict that characterized much of Samson’s life? 

Samson's life was characterized by a recurring cycle of offense and retaliation 

with the Philistines. He would initiate an act against the Philistines, they would 

retaliate, and then Samson would retaliate again, often with extreme violence. 

This pattern reveals a lack of consistent obedience and strategic leadership, 

contributing to the ongoing conflict rather than resolution. 

6. What are the key events and feats of strength in chapters 14-16 of Judges? 

Chapters 14-16 describe a series of Samson's exploits. In chapters 14-15 he kills a 

lion, kills 30 Philistines, burns Philistine fields using foxes, escapes from ropes, and 

kills a thousand Philistines with a donkey's jawbone. In chapter 16 he carries the 

gates of Gaza away, escapes from bowstrings, new ropes, and a loom that bound 

him. Finally, his life ends with him bringing down the temple of Dagon, killing 

about 3,000 Philistines. The chapters are structured with symmetry with five 

events ending in mass destruction in each half of the story. 

7. How did Samson's source of strength ultimately become his downfall? Samson’s 

strength was directly tied to his Nazirite vow, particularly his uncut hair. While he 

displayed superhuman strength, he persistently disregarded the other 

requirements of the vow. His inability to resist Delilah's pressure and to reveal the 

source of his strength ultimately led to his capture, blinding, and imprisonment 

when his hair was cut. His downfall emphasizes the importance of faithfulness 

and obedience to God's commands rather than relying on physical strength. 

8. How can Samson be viewed as both a hero and a tragic figure? Samson is a hero 

because God used him to deliver the Israelites from the Philistines and weaken 

the Philistine dominance during his lifetime. However, he was a tragic figure due 

to his deep flaws, such as his disobedience, anger, and his inability to control his 

desires. His life, marked by personal failings and the violation of his Nazarite vow, 

mirrors the broader spiritual failures of Israel during the period of the judges. 

Despite his flaws, God used him to fulfill his purpose, showing a mix of divine 

grace and human weakness. 


