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1. Abstract of Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 27, Judges 10-12 -
Jephthah and 5 Minor Judges, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This lecture excerpt from Dr. David Howard's series on Joshua through Ruth focuses on
Judges 10-12, covering six judges, with a detailed examination of Jephthah. The lecture
discusses five minor judges, whose stories are briefly mentioned, contrasting them with
Jephthah's more prominent narrative, including his vow and its tragic consequences.
Additionally, the lecture analyzes the recurring theme of Israel's apostasy and their
repentance, and concludes with a brief overview of three additional minor judges

before the story of Samson. The lecturer also explores the historical and theological
context surrounding Jephthah's actions and vow.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 27 — Double click icon to
play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Old Testament = Historical Books = Joshua-Ruth).
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3. Briefing Document: Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 27,
Judges 10-12 - Jephthah and 5 Minor Judges

Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the
provided source, "Howard_Josh_Ruth_EN_Session27_ Judgl0_12.pdf":

Briefing Document: Judges 10-12 - Jephthah and Minor Judges

Overview: This document analyzes Dr. Howard's lecture on Judges 10-12, focusing on
the stories of Jephthah and five minor judges, and highlighting key themes and events.

Main Themes and Ideas:
1. The Cycle of Apostasy:

e The familiar cycle of sin, oppression, and cry for deliverance continues. The
Israelites repeatedly fall into idolatry, worshipping various pagan gods, including
Baals, Ashtoreth, and the gods of surrounding nations.

e Quote: "...the people of Israel again did evil on the side of the Lord, served the
Baals, the Ashtoreth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the
gods of the Ammonites, the Philistines."

e This section emphasizes a crucial difference from earlier cycles: the Israelites
explicitly confess their sin.

e Quote: "Israel now, for the first time, is seen as confessing their sin... we have
sinned against you, speaking to God, because you have forsaken our God and
served the Baals."

o They put away their foreign gods, signaling a potentially genuine repentance.
1. Minor Judges (Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon):

e Five minor judges are briefly mentioned, with minimal information provided
about their lives and deeds.

o Tolajudged for 23 years, and Jair for 22 years. Jair had 30 sons and 30 cities,
possibly indicating prosperity.

e |bzan is noted for marrying off his 30 daughters to foreigners, highlighting a
negative trend of assimilation.

e Elon judged for 10 years.



Abdon was wealthy and had 40 sons and 30 grandsons.

These minor judges are often presented as neutral characters, or even negative
ones such as lbzan.

. Jephthah: A Flawed Deliverer:

Jephthah is introduced as a "mighty warrior" but with an inauspicious background
as the son of a prostitute, driven out by his half-brothers.

Quote: "Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a
prostitute.”

He gathers "worthless fellows," a term also associated with the negative
character Abimelech.

Quote: "he gathered worthless fellows around him...That's the same term we find
in chapter 9, a couple of chapters before, with Abimelech.

He is chosen as leader by the people to fight the Ammonites, seemingly without
explicit divine appointment (unlike some other judges).

Jephthah’s long speech to the Ammonite king is a strong rebuttal, emphasizing
that the land rightfully belongs to Israel, given to them by God.

He defeats the Ammonites, a victory attributed to God's hand, but his actions are
marred by a rash vow.

Quote: "The spirit of the Lord was on Jephthah...the Lord gave the Ammonites
into his hand..."

. The Tragic Vow and Its Consequences:

Jephthah makes a vow to sacrifice "whatever comes out from the doors of my
house" if God grants him victory.

The vow, interpreted both as a human sacrifice or sacrifice of an animal, results in
him sacrificing his only daughter when she comes out to greet him.

The lecturer makes the point that human sacrifice is condemned in scripture and
it seems Jephthah was not bound to the vow due to it's sinful nature.

This episode is presented as a tragic consequence of rashness and highlights a
major theological point of prohibition of human sacrifice.



e The narrative concludes with the establishment of a yearly custom where the
daughters of Israel lamented Jephthah's daughter.

1. Civil War and the Shibboleth Incident:

e Jephthah’s conflict with the Ephraimites mirrors that of Gideon, but this time it
results in a civil war.

e The Gileadites defeat Ephraim, and the "shibboleth" incident becomes a method
of identifying Ephraimite fugitives. Those who cannot pronounce the "sh" sound
in the word shibboleth were killed, resulting in 42,000 Ephraimites dying.

e This event showcases a significant divide within Israel.
1. Theological Implications:

e God's faithfulness is contrasted with Israel's unfaithfulness, emphasizing His
patience, although he uses flawed leaders to accomplish his plans.

e The prohibition against human sacrifice is strongly underscored, highlighting its
pagan roots and incompatibility with God's will.

e The discussion of the theological underpinnings for sacrifice is provided to give
context for the actions Jephthah took in offering his daughter.

Key Quotes & Facts

e Apostasy: "...the people of Israel again did evil on the side of the Lord, served the
Baals..."

o Confession: "we have sinned against you, speaking to God, because you have
forsaken our God and served the Baals."

« Jephthah's Background: "Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he
was the son of a prostitute.”

e Jephthah's Vow: "If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, then whoever or
whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me...shall be the lords, |
will offer it up for a burnt offering."

e God's victory: "the spirit of the Lord was on Jephthah...the Lord gave the
Ammonites into his hand..."

o Shibboleth incident: "If he said sibboleth, then he wasn't pronouncing it right,
and he would be captured.”



Conclusion:

The lecture covers the period in Judges between Gideon and Samson, showing a mixed
bag of stories. It highlights a key moment of repentance and the flawed leadership of
Jephthah, punctuated by a tragic vow and civil conflict. Jephthah's story serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of rash vows and the importance of adhering to God's
commandments. The recurring cycle of apostasy emphasizes the challenge of
maintaining faith and obedience. The minor judges, though not extensively detailed,
contribute to a sense of the decline occurring in Israel. The speaker makes it clear this is
a downward spiral and will culminate in the final judge, Samson.



4. Study Guide: Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 27, Judges 10-
12 - Jephthah and 5 Minor Judges
Judges 10-12 Study Guide
Short Answer Quiz
1. Briefly describe the role of the minor judges in the book of Judges.
2. What was the significance of the number thirty in this section of Judges?

3. How does the description of Israel's behavior in Judges 10 mirror the pattern seen
in Judges 2?

4. What was the primary difference in Israel's response to their oppression in Judges
10 compared to earlier cycles?

5. What was the source of the conflict between Israel and the Ammonites according
to the Ammonite king?

6. How did Jephthah refute the Ammonites' claim to the disputed land?

7. What was the nature of Jephthah's vow to the Lord, and what were the
circumstances surrounding it?

8. Briefly explain the significance of Jephthah's vow and the differing opinions on his
obligations.

9. Describe the conflict between Jephthah and the Ephraimites, and what was the
significance of the word "shibboleth"?

10.How does Ibzan's family life reflect a continued downward spiral of apostasy in
Judges?

Answer Key

1. The minor judges in the book of Judges are figures about whom little is known,
often with only brief mentions of their years as judges or their family life, serving
as a bridge between the stories of the major judges. They function to provide
context to the overarching historical period of the Judges, highlighting the
repeated cycle of sin and deliverance.

2. The number thirty seems to signify prosperity and fruitfulness, as seen with Jair's
thirty sons and lbzan's thirty daughters; it may also highlight the tragedy of
Jephthah, who had no children, contrasting with their large families.



3. Like Judges 2, Judges 10 depicts Israel's repeated apostasy, turning to worship the
Baals, Ashtoreth, and other foreign gods, provoking God's anger and resulting in
their oppression by surrounding nations, showcasing their cycle of sin and
consequence.

4. Unlike previous cycles, in Judges 10, Israel confesses their sin to God directly,
acknowledging their transgression and asking for deliverance.

5. The Ammonite king claimed that Israel had taken their land between the Arnon,
the Jabbok, and the Jordan when they came out of Egypt, a claim Jephthah
refutes.

6. Jephthah argued that the land in question was not originally Ammonite territory
but Amorite land, which God had given to Israel and also pointed out that the
Ammonites did not dispute the land until years later.

7. Jephthah vowed to sacrifice whatever first came out of his house to meet him
after victory over the Ammonites, which ended up being his daughter, leading to
a tragic situation.

8. Jephthah's vow, while meant to demonstrate faith, involved human sacrifice,
which was explicitly forbidden by God. Scholars differ on whether he was
obligated to fulfill the vow or whether he should have recognized its contradiction
of divine law.

9. The conflict between Jephthah and Ephraim involved a dispute about Jephthah
not including the Ephraimites in the battle against the Ammonites; the word
"shibboleth" was used as a test to identify Ephraimites due to their different
pronunciation, leading to many deaths.

10.1bzan marrying off his daughters to foreigners suggests a further descent into
apostasy, as these marriages likely led to the import of foreign gods and practices
into his family and culture.

Essay Questions

1. Analyze the cyclical pattern of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance as
illustrated in Judges 10, comparing and contrasting it with previous cycles
described in the book of Judges.

2. Discuss Jephthah's character, paying particular attention to his actions,
motivations, and the implications of his vow. Consider whether he should be
viewed as a hero or a tragic figure.



3. Explore the theological implications of Jephthah's vow and its consequences,

examining the tension between the sacredness of vows and the prohibition of
human sacrifice in the Old Testament.

Compare and contrast Gideon's leadership with Jephthah's, highlighting both the
strengths and weaknesses of their individual decisions as leaders of Israel.

Assess the significance of the minor judges in Judges 10-12, explaining how their
stories contribute to the overall message and themes of the book of Judges, and
the overarching narrative of the period.

Glossary of Key Terms

Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief. In
the context of Judges, it refers to Israel's repeated turning away from God to
worship other gods.

Baals: A general term for Canaanite gods of fertility and nature, often associated
with agricultural prosperity and storms.

Ashtoreth: A Canaanite goddess of fertility, love, and war, often worshipped
alongside the Baals.

Chemosh: The national god of the Moabites, sometimes worshipped by the
Ammonites as well.

Molech/Melchom: The national god of the Ammonites, often associated with
child sacrifice.

Gilead: A region east of the Jordan River, known for its rugged terrain. Jephthah is
identified as a Gileadite.

Shibboleth: A Hebrew word meaning "ear of grain" or "flowing stream" that was
used as a password during the conflict between Jephthah and the Ephraimites,
revealing their accent.

Mizpah: A place of assembly and covenant making, where Jephthah spoke before
the Lord.

Vow: A solemn promise or pledge, typically made to God or a higher power. In
the Bible, vows were considered serious obligations.

Minor Judges: The judges in the Book of Judges who are mentioned briefly and
whose accomplishments and background are not explained in much detail.



5. FAQs on Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 27, Judges 10-12 -
Jephthah and 5 Minor Judges, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions: Judges 10-12

1. Who were the minor judges mentioned in Judges 10-12, and what do we know
about them? The minor judges highlighted in this section are Tola, Jair, Ibzan,
Elon, and Abdon. We know very little about them. Tola judged for 23 years and is
simply noted for his time as judge. Jair judged for 22 years, had 30 sons who rode
on 30 donkeys and controlled 30 towns. Ibzan is noted for marrying off his 30
daughters to foreigners, which is seen as a negative, indicating assimilation. Elon
judged for ten years and then died. Abdon had 40 sons and 30 grandsons, was
wealthy, and had 70 donkeys, signifying prosperity. These minor judges are largely
presented as less impactful or morally compromised than the major judges.

2. How does Judges 10 reiterate the pattern of apostasy previously introduced in
the Book of Judges? Judges 10 repeats the cycle seen earlier in the book. The
Israelites again fall into idolatry, serving various pagan gods, including Baals,
Ashtoreths, and gods of neighboring nations. This leads to God's anger and
oppression by the Philistines and Ammonites. The people then cry out for help.
However, in a new development for this cycle, they also confess their sin and put
away their foreign gods. While God responds with impatience toward their
suffering, he is also ready to deliver them.

3. What was the conflict between Israel and the Ammonites, and how did
Jephthah become involved? The Ammonites, living east of the Jordan, attacked
Israel due to historical grievances. They claimed that Israel had unjustly taken
their land when they came out of Egypt. Jephthah, a Gileadite warrior who had
been ostracized due to his illegitimate birth, was called upon by the elders of
Gilead to lead the fight against the Ammonites. They agreed to make him their
leader, and he accepted the position.
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4. What was Jephthah's argument against the Ammonites' claims about the land?
Jephthah argued that Israel had not taken land belonging to the Ammonites or
Moabites. Instead, he asserted that the land in question had belonged to the
Amorites, whom the Israelites had conquered with God's blessing. He further
pointed out that the Ammonites' own ancestors had refused the Israelites
passage through their lands, leaving Israel with no other choice but to engage in
conflict with the Amorites, Jephthah argued that God himself had dispossessed
the Amorites and that the Ammonites claims were not legitimate.

5. What was the nature of Jephthah’s vow and its tragic consequences? Jephthah
made a vow to God that if he were victorious over the Ammonites, he would
sacrifice whatever or whoever came out of his house to greet him. After the
victory, his daughter was the first to greet him, dancing and playing a tambourine.
This put him in a bind. The text suggests that Jephthah tragically followed through
with his vow, offering his daughter as a sacrifice.

6. Why is Jephthah's vow seen as problematic, and what are the various
interpretations of it? Jephthah's vow is problematic for multiple reasons. First, it
was a rash vow, not based on careful consideration. Second, it involved the
possibility of human sacrifice, which is explicitly forbidden by God in the Old
Testament. Some interpretations argue that Jephthah's vow was intentionally
vague, possibly suggesting an animal sacrifice was meant, but others assert his
intention was to sacrifice the first thing or person to come out of his house. Some
scholars even argue Jephthah did not ultimately sacrifice his daughter, while
others contend that it is strongly implied he did. The core issue, however, is that
God does not want human sacrifice.

7. What is the significance of the story of the "shibboleth" and the conflict
between Jephthah and the Ephraimites? After the victory over the Ammonites,
the Ephraimites challenged Jephthah, questioning why he did not call upon them
to help with the battle. Jephthah’s lack of patience with them leads to civil war. To
differentiate between the Gileadites and Ephraimites, the Gileadites captured the
fords of the Jordan and asked people to say the word "shibboleth." The
Ephraimites could not pronounce the "sh" sound correctly, revealing their identity
and leading to a massacre where 42,000 Ephraimites were killed. This incident
highlights the ongoing tensions between the tribes of Israel and how small
differences could lead to significant conflict.



11

8. How does the book of Judges portray the overall character and decline of judges
like Jephthah and the other minor judges? The book of Judges presents Jephthah
as a mixed figure. He has positive qualities, such as his bravery in leading Israel
against the Ammonites, and he shows skill in his arguments against them.
However, his story ends tragically, highlighting flaws such as his rashness, lack of
judgment, and questionable commitment to God’s will. He is also not explicitly
raised up by God as previous judges had been. The minor judges in this section
are generally not portrayed in a particularly positive light either. They are often
presented as relatively unremarkable or morally compromised (like Ibzan),
reflecting a downward spiral of moral decline in Israelite leadership during this
period.



