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1. Abstract of Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 18, Patterns of Land Distribution, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. David Howard's lecture analyzes the land distribution lists in Joshua chapters 13-19. He identifies several patterns: boundary and city lists, unconquered territories, individual land grant narratives, and miscellaneous organizational patterns. Howard argues that these detailed lists, far from being tedious, are crucial to understanding the book's significance. They represent the fulfillment of God's promises, providing legal validation of the tribes' inheritance and emphasizing the Israelites' deep connection to the land. This detailed record, similar to a modern property deed, celebrates a hard-won victory and solidifies the Israelites' identity and belonging.
2.  10 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 18 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Historical Books  Joshua-Ruth). 




3.  Briefing Document: Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 18, Patterns of Land Distribution
Top of Form
Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided source, "Howard_Josh_Ruth_EN_Session18_PatternsLand.pdf":
Briefing Document: Patterns of Land Distribution in Joshua
Introduction:
This document summarizes the main points of Dr. David Howard's lecture on the land distribution lists in the Book of Joshua, specifically chapters 13-19. Dr. Howard emphasizes that these often overlooked lists are crucial to understanding the book's core message: the fulfillment of God's promise to give the land of Canaan to the Israelites. This briefing analyzes the patterns found within these lists and explores their significance.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Structure of the Land Distribution Lists:
· The lists are not just a monotonous catalog. They contain diverse elements, including:
· Boundary Lists: Descriptions of the territorial boundaries for each tribe.
· City Lists: Lists of the cities within each tribal territory.
· Notices of Unconquered Territories: Identification of cities and areas that remain to be conquered.
· Land Grant Narratives: Stories of individuals or groups requesting and receiving land grants.
· Miscellaneous Patterns: Regular arrangements, particularly in the distribution to the last seven tribes.
· Some tribes, like Levi, receive cities but no discrete territory. Simeon's territory is embedded within Judah's.
· Dr. Howard provides charts illustrating these different elements (mentioned on page 1 and 2 of the document).


1. Land Grant Narratives:
· These narratives follow a specific pattern:
· Confrontation: Establishes the setting and introduces the characters.
· Request: The would-be grantees present their case and request land.
· Grant: Land is granted to them.
· Summary: Brief description of the resolution.
· Examples include Caleb (Chapter 14), Caleb's daughter Aksah (Chapter 15), the daughters of Zelophehad (Chapter 17), the tribes of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) (Chapter 17) and the Levites (Chapter 21).
1. Significance of the Lists:
· Core of the Book: Contrary to the common focus on battles, the land distribution occupies more chapters. Dr. Howard notes that chapters 6-11 deal with the battles, while chapters 13-19 deal with the distribution.
· Proof of Fulfillment: The lists provide tangible proof that God's promises have been fulfilled. Dr. Howard states that, "the detail of these lists are for the people to celebrate that". He suggests that if the lists were not included, it could have been said, "Joshua lived happily ever after" and then end, but there is a need for the details to prove that the promises of God were actually kept.
· Celebration and Savoring: The detailed descriptions allow the Israelites to "savor" and "celebrate" the fulfillment of God's promise after a long period of anticipation. They do not want to "move on" right away.
· Legal Documentation: The lists serve as a legal record, similar to a modern-day property deed, establishing the tribes' ownership of their land. Dr. Howard notes that the detailed language is not important to the lay person, "But when the time comes to buy or sell a house, it's of utmost importance that somebody knows that language and somebody knows that land.".
· Quote: "And so, every tribe can look at these lists and say, here's our piece of the land. And we have legal title to it. Here it is in the archives."
· Military Perspective: The detailed lists are meaningful because they reflect the hard-won victories and sacrifices made by the Israelites. According to a military source: "to a soldier who has fought for every hill and town, maybe street to street and house to house, fighting and who shed some blood on those hills and in those towns and maybe lost a friend or a loved one in the battles, you bet that the details are important and to be celebrated."
· Equal Opportunity & Differentiation The lists show that every tribe received a share of land, establishing the equal opportunity to receive land. But, the lists also show distinctions among the tribes, highlighting the significance of some (Judah, Manasseh, Ephraim, Joseph, Caleb).
1. Rootedness and Land Ownership:
· The lists demonstrate the importance of land ownership as a fundamental principle in human society.
· The detailed geographic orientation of the book underscores a sense of deep rootedness in the land for the Israelites.
Conclusion:
Dr. Howard emphasizes that while the lists in Joshua may seem tedious or difficult to grasp at first glance, they are essential for understanding the core of the book. These lists are not simply historical documents but are rather a detailed record of the fulfillment of God's promises, a celebration of hard-won victory, and a foundation for the Israelites' deep sense of rootedness in the promised land. Understanding these patterns is crucial to recognizing the book's intended message. They "validate God's experience and God's faithfulness to them."
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4. Study Guide:  Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 18, Patterns of Land DistributionTop of Form
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Patterns of Land Distribution: A Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What are the main components of the land distribution lists found in Joshua 13-19?
2. How does the land inheritance of the tribe of Levi differ from other tribes?
3. What is the significance of the lists of cities and territories remaining to be conquered?
4. What are "land grant narratives" as described in the source material?
5. What is the pattern in land grant narratives for individuals or groups?
6. According to the source material, what is the core of the Book of Joshua?
7. Why are the land distribution lists described as "raw data"?
8. How are the detailed descriptions of the land similar to modern-day property deeds?
9. What does the source material suggest about the importance of land to soldiers?
10. What does the source material suggest about the overall significance of the land distribution lists in Joshua?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The land distribution lists include boundary lists, city lists, notices of cities or territories remaining to be conquered, stories of individuals or groups receiving land, and other miscellaneous patterns. These lists detail the division of the promised land among the tribes of Israel.
2. The tribe of Levi does not receive a discrete territory like other tribes but is instead given cities scattered throughout the tribal lands. This is because their role was priestly, and they were supported by the other tribes.
3. These lists highlight the incomplete conquest of Canaan by the Israelites and point out areas where the tribes failed to fully displace the existing inhabitants. These failures are not just a matter of military shortcomings but also carry theological implications.
4. "Land grant narratives" are stories within the Book of Joshua that describe individuals or groups asking for and being granted specific land. These stories include a confrontation, a request, the granting of land, and a summary of the episode.
5. The pattern in land grant narratives involves a setting, a request from individuals or groups, the granting of land by Joshua, and a summary of the incident. These narratives highlight the process of claiming and distributing land within the newly conquered territory.
6. According to the source material, the core of the Book of Joshua is not the battles, but the land distribution lists. These lists are the main focus of the book, and they validate God’s promises.
7. The land distribution lists are described as “raw data” because they are the specific, detailed record that proves the fulfillment of God's promise to give the land to Israel. They provide concrete evidence of the inheritance.
8. The detailed descriptions of the land in Joshua are similar to modern-day property deeds in that they provide legal documentation of ownership with precise details. Just as modern deeds use specific terminology, so too did the lists in Joshua.
9. The source material suggests that to a soldier, these detailed land descriptions would have been extremely important. These lists would have represented a celebration of a hard-won victory and a reminder of their sacrifices.
10. The source material suggests that the land distribution lists are the heart of the Book of Joshua. The details validate God's promises, and establish a deep sense of rootedness for the people.


Essay Questions
Instructions: Answer each of the following questions in a well-organized essay format, using evidence from the provided source material.
1. Discuss the significance of the land distribution lists in Joshua beyond their literal function as land records. How do these lists contribute to the overall narrative and theological themes of the book?
2. Analyze the differences in how various tribes received their land, and explain the symbolic or practical implications of these variations. Consider the different treatment of the tribe of Levi, and the relationship between Simeon and Judah.
3. How do the "land grant narratives" fit into the larger picture of land distribution in Joshua? What do these stories reveal about the social and spiritual dynamics at play?
4. Explore the source material's comparison of the land lists to modern-day property deeds. How does this comparison enhance our understanding of the purpose and importance of these lists in their historical context?
5. Evaluate the claim that the land distribution is more central to the Book of Joshua than the stories of military battles. Argue for or against this interpretation using evidence from the provided material.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Boundary Lists: Detailed descriptions of the borders of each tribe's territory, often using geographical markers and specific locations. These lists defined the extent of the land granted to each tribe.
· City Lists: Enumerations of the cities located within each tribe's territory. These lists often included the names of major settlements and smaller towns within the region.
· Land Grant Narratives: Short stories within Joshua that detail how individuals or groups specifically request and receive particular land allotments. These narratives reveal the process of how land is distributed to those not in the original lists.
· Jebusites: The Canaanite people who inhabited the city of Jerusalem, which was not initially conquered by the tribe of Judah. This is mentioned in the source material as a reminder that not every part of the promised land was immediately under Israelite control.
· Levi: One of the twelve tribes of Israel, they were given cities instead of territorial land. The Levites were a priestly tribe, responsible for religious duties and had to live among the rest of the tribes.
· Simeon: A tribe of Israel whose cities were located within the territory of Judah.
· Deed: A legal document that transfers ownership of a property from one person to another, this is used in the source material as an analogy to the land distribution lists in Joshua.
· Rootedness: A deep sense of belonging and connection to a particular place, often associated with land ownership and historical ties. The source material suggests that the land distribution lists helped to establish a sense of rootedness for the Israelites.
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5. FAQs on Howard, Joshua-Ruth, Session 18, Patterns of Land Distribution, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
FAQ: Patterns of Land Distribution in Joshua
1. What are the main types of information included in the land distribution lists in the Book of Joshua? The land distribution lists in Joshua include several types of information. First, there are boundary lists that describe the geographical borders of each tribe's territory. Second, city lists enumerate the cities that fall within each tribal allotment. There are also notices of cities or territories that remained to be conquered. Additionally, there are stories of individuals or groups asking for and receiving land grants, like Caleb, Aksah, the daughters of Zelophehad, and the tribes of Joseph. Finally there are some miscellaneous patterns, especially in the description of the final seven tribes.
2. How are the tribal territories described? Tribal territories are primarily described in terms of their boundaries and the cities they contain. Some tribes have detailed boundary lists, while others, such as Levi, do not have a defined territory but instead receive specific cities throughout the land. The tribe of Simeon has city lists but no boundary list, with their cities being located within the territory of Judah. This interconnectedness highlights the complex nature of the distribution.
3. What are "land grant narratives" and what pattern do they follow? Land grant narratives are stories within the book of Joshua that detail how specific individuals or groups request and receive land. These narratives follow a pattern: first a confrontation that establishes the setting and characters, then the would-be grantees present their case and request, followed by the granting of the land, and finally a summary of the episode. Examples include Caleb, Caleb's daughter Aksah, the daughters of Zelophehad, the tribes of Joseph, and the Levites.
4. Why are these detailed lists included in the Book of Joshua, especially considering they can be difficult to read? The detailed lists are crucial because they serve as "raw data" that prove the fulfillment of God's promises to the Israelites. These lists function as a legal record, affirming the tribes' claims to their territories, documenting what was promised for generations. They allow the people to celebrate and savor the fulfillment of these long-anticipated promises and give a sense of permanency, similar to the detailed descriptions of property deeds used today. The lists are also a celebration of victory and what they had fought hard for in the land.
5. How do these lists function like modern-day legal property records? Just as modern property records include precise, often complex descriptions of land using legal language (lot numbers, block numbers, etc.), the lists in Joshua detail tribal territories with boundaries and city names. These lists provide each tribe with a verifiable and legal claim to their land, ensuring they had a record that detailed what belonged to them. The tribes had an official record in the archives, akin to a deed.
6. What is the significance of the regularities and differences in the patterns of land distribution? The regularities in the land distribution patterns, like listing boundaries and cities, provide a sense that every tribe received a fair share and validates God’s faithfulness. However, the differences are also significant, with some tribes or individuals like Judah, Joseph, and Caleb standing out due to their inheritance. These differences highlight the unique circumstances and roles of various tribes, much like a simple house compared to a large mansion will have different descriptions but all are significant.
7. How do the lists contribute to a sense of rootedness and land ownership for the Israelites? The detailed records of land distribution provide the Israelites with a deep sense of rootedness, legal ownership, and belonging in their new land. Land ownership is a fundamental principle of human society, and the lists help validate that idea. Each tribe could see their specific boundaries and cities detailed, thus creating a deep sense of connection to their ancestral land, establishing security and permanence. This feeling of rootedness is not unique to Israel.
8. Beyond the legal and historical aspects, what other symbolic purpose do the lists of land distribution serve? Beyond legal and historical purposes, these lists serve as a celebration and a memorial of God's faithfulness. They document the fulfillment of promises, creating a pause in the narrative, which is a way of savoring and celebrating all that God had done. It serves as a way to mark the end of a long journey, just like a celebratory gathering after a big event, and also as a testament to victory that was hard won and dearly paid for.
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