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1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 18, Proverbs 30:15f,
18ff, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

This lecture by Dr. Knut Heim analyzes Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20, focusing on Agur's
reflections on humility and modesty. The first section uses vivid imagery of insatiable
desires (leeches, fire, etc.) to illustrate selfish ambition. The second section explores the
"incomprehensible" ways of an eagle, snake, ship, and man with a woman, ultimately
connecting them to the secretive nature of adultery and the importance of marital
fidelity. Heim argues that both passages highlight the dangers of unchecked desires and
the need for reliance on God for a morally upright life. The lecture uses sarcasm and
irony to convey its message.

2. 11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Heim, Session 18 — Double click icon to play in Windows
media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and
click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament = Psalms &
Wisdom - Proverbs).
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3. Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 18,
Proverbs 30:15f, 18ff

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
Dr. Knut Heim's lecture on Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20:

Briefing Document: Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs 30:15-16 & 18-20
Introduction

This briefing document summarizes Dr. Heim's lecture focusing on two specific passages
within Proverbs 30. He interprets these passages as illustrating the themes of humility
and modesty, building upon the previous lecture's focus on Agur's prayer for
contentment. The lecture highlights the dangers of insatiable greed and the deceptive
nature of illicit sexual activity.

Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Insatiable Greed (Proverbs 30:15-16)

o Metaphorical Language: Dr. Heim interprets the verses about the leech and the
list of things that are "never satisfied" as metaphors for the insatiable greed of
human beings.

e "The leech has two daughters. Give, give, they cry. Three things are never
satisfied. Four never say enough: Sheol, the barren womb, the earth ever thirsty
for water, and the fire that never says enough."

e Critique of Selfish Ambition: The passage uses "biting sarcasm and irony" to
ridicule selfish ambition that stands in opposition to humble reliance on God. The
insatiable desire for "more, more, more" is seen as ridiculous.

o Connection to Agur's Prayer: This passage is linked to Agur's prayer in the
previous chapter where he asked for the ability to be satisfied with "just enough".
This sequence emphasizes the struggle with contentment and the need to rely on
God's provision.

e Human Greed: The metaphors (leech, barren womb, thirsty earth, fire) represent
how human beings can always want more, never feeling like they have enough.
This greed contrasts with the contentment that Agur prayed for.



2. Deceptive Nature of Sin (Proverbs 30:18-20)

Incomprehensible Ways: The passage begins with a list of things that are "too
wonderful" or "incomprehensible" - the way of an eagle in the sky, a snake on a
rock, a ship on the sea, and a man with a girl.

"Three things are too wonderful for me; four | do not understand: the way of an
eagle in the sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship on the high seas,
and the way of a man with a girl."

Shared Trait: Leaving No Trace: Dr. Heim proposes that these seemingly disparate
things share the quality of leaving no visible trace of their passing, making them
difficult to understand and potentially dangerous.

The eagle leaves no trail in the sky, the snake leaves no path on the rock, and the
ship leaves no lasting mark on the sea.

Metaphor for Sexual Sin: The "way of a man with a girl" is interpreted as a
metaphor for illicit sexual intercourse, specifically adultery. It refers to the act
itself but also the fact that after the act, people can conceal it.

This interpretation is grounded in the lack of visible evidence of the act, mirroring
the previous examples.

Adulteress and Deception: Verse 20 exposes the connection to sexual sin by
describing the actions of an adulteress after the act.

"This is the way of an adulteress: She eats and wipes her mouth and says, 'l have
done nothing wrong.""

The act of "eating" is a poetic expression of the sexual act. Wiping her mouth
represents the act of concealing the sin, leaving no outward evidence of the
deed.

The final statement, "I have done nothing wrong" exposes the denial and
deception involved in this kind of sin.

Connection to Proverbs: Dr. Heim ties this back to the recurring warnings against
the "strange woman" in the early chapters of Proverbs, which he understands to
refer to married women involved in adultery, not foreign women.



o Sexual Modesty: The overall point of this section is to highlight the importance of
sexual modesty. It suggests that one should not rely on deceit to satisfy sexual
desires, but rather ask God for the right partner. Relying on one's own way leads
to falsehood and deception.

Conclusion:

Dr. Heim's lecture provides a rich interpretation of these passages in Proverbs 30. He
connects the theme of greed and insatiability with the need for contentment that Agur
prayed for, highlighting how a focus on personal desires can lead to destructive
behaviors. The section on the "incomprehensible" ways uses vivid imagery to illustrate
the deceptive nature of sexual sin and the importance of pursuing relationships with
integrity and Godly wisdom rather than relying on deceit and denial.

Key Takeaways:
e The dangers of insatiable greed and its opposition to humility.
e The deceptive nature of sin, particularly sexual immorality.

e The need for reliance on God for contentment and the right relationships, rather
than relying on one's own desires and actions.

e The importance of sexual modesty and marital fidelity.



4. Study Guide: Heim, Proverbs, Session 18,
Proverbs 30:15f, 18ff

Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20 Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences, based on Dr. Heim's lecture on
Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20.

1. What does Dr. Heim say is the main theme connecting the various sections in
Proverbs 307

2. What is the significance of the "leech" in verses 15-16, and what does it
represent?

3. What are the four things that "never say enough" according to verses 15-16, and
what is their metaphorical connection?

4. How does Dr. Heim interpret the phrase "three things are too wonderful for me;
four I do not understand" in verses 18-19?

5. According to Dr. Heim, what is the common characteristic of the four examples in
verses 18-19 (eagle, snake, ship, man with a girl)?

6. How does Dr. Heim specifically interpret the phrase, "the way of a man with a
girl"?

7. How does Dr. Heim connect verse 20 about the adulteress to the previous verses
(18-19)?

8. According to Dr. Heim, what is the significance of the adulteress "eating" and
"wiping her mouth"?

9. According to Dr. Heim, what kind of "woman" is the "strange woman" referred to
in the book of Proverbs?

10. What does Dr. Heim say is the connection between these verses and the larger
theme of the book of Proverbs?

Quiz Answer Key

1. Dr. Heim argues that the various sections in Proverbs 30 are connected by the
theme of humility and modesty, aligning with Agur's prayer for contentment.
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This connects the concept of not relying on one's own way and instead relies on
God.

The "leech" in verses 15-16 represents insatiable greed, a creature that is always
seeking more. It is used to sarcastically depict the ridiculousness of selfish
ambition and a desire for more and more without satisfaction.

The four things that "never say enough" are the grave, the barren womb, the
earth, and fire. These metaphors illustrate the insatiability of human greed and
the idea that some desires can never be fulfilled.

Dr. Heim interprets the phrase as a depiction of things that are difficult or
incomprehensible to understand, things that leave no trace. He uses the concept
to show how easy it is for people to think that some actions can go unnoticed and
unpunished.

According to Dr. Heim, the common characteristic is that each leaves no trace
after it passes. This makes them difficult to understand and creates a sense of
their enigmatic nature that can lead to arrogance.

Dr. Heim interprets "the way of a man with a girl" as a sarcastic reference to illicit
sexual intercourse. He describes it as a progression that happens and then
disappears without anyone knowing it occurred.

Dr. Heim connects verse 20 to the previous verses by suggesting it is a specific
example of how people deceive themselves into thinking their actions are hidden.
The actions described in verses 18-19 are ways to illustrate how the woman's
actions of adultery are also hidden, just like the paths of the prior illustrations.

The adulteress "eating" is a poetic expression for the sexual act and "wiping her
mouth" refers to the fact that once the act is over, no one can tell it happened,
leaving no trace.

The "strange woman," according to Dr. Heim, is not a foreigner but a woman who
is married to someone other than the man she is with. It is a warning against
illicit sexual encounters.

Dr. Heim says these verses, particularly the adulteress passage, connect to the
book of Proverbs' themes of sexual modesty and marital fidelity. He argues the
verses emphasize the importance of doing what is right even when one thinks
they will not be held accountable and highlights that seeking God's guidance for
life choices can lead to a more fulfilling life.



Essay Questions

Instructions: Consider these questions for in-depth analysis of Dr. Heim's lecture.

1.

Analyze Dr. Heim's interpretation of the "leech" and the four insatiable things in
Proverbs 30:15-16. How does he use this imagery to critique human ambition,
and how does it connect to the overall message of humility in the book of
Proverbs?

Discuss Dr. Heim's explanation of the four enigmatic examples in Proverbs 30:18-
19. How does the concept of "leaving no trace" tie these images together, and
what is the significance of this idea?

Critically evaluate Dr. Heim's reading of "the way of a man with a girl" in the
context of illicit sexual activity. How does he connect this to the story of the
adulteress in verse 20, and what are the implications of this interpretation for
understanding sexual morality in the book of Proverbs?

How does Dr. Heim connect Agur's prayer and his search for satisfaction to the
larger themes in Proverbs? How does he relate this to the specific warnings in
Proverbs against the "strange woman" and the importance of marital fidelity?

Compare and contrast the satirical tone and the message of the first section of
the lecture (the leech) with the cryptic tone of the second section (eagle, snake,
ship, man with a girl). How do these seemingly different sections work together in
the larger message of the lecture?



Glossary of Key Terms

Agur: The author of Proverbs 30, who offers his reflections on wisdom and the
nature of God.

Leech: A blood-sucking animal used metaphorically in Proverbs 30:15 as a symbol
of insatiable greed.

Insatiable: Incapable of being satisfied, always desiring more.

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or
action to which it is not literally applicable.

Humility: A modest view of one's own importance, acknowledging one's
dependence on God.

Modesty: Propriety in dress, speech, behavior; avoiding extremes of self-
assertion or attention-seeking.

Adulteress: A married woman who has voluntary sexual intercourse with
someone other than her husband, representing deception and betrayal.

lllicit: Not permitted or allowed; unlawful.

Marital Fidelity: Faithfulness to one's spouse, particularly regarding sexual
behavior.

Strange Woman: A term used in Proverbs to refer to a married woman who is not
one's wife, often used as a warning against adultery.

Sarcasm: The use of irony to mock or convey contempt.



5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 18, Proverbs 30:15f, 18ff,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20

1. What is the main idea explored in Proverbs 30:15-16, using the metaphor of the
leech and insatiable things? The passage uses the vivid imagery of a leech and
things that "never say enough" (the grave, barren womb, thirsty earth, and fire)
to illustrate the insatiable nature of human greed and selfish ambition. It
highlights the ridiculousness of constantly wanting "more, more, more,"
contrasting with a humble reliance on God and contentment with "just enough."

2. How does Dr. Heim interpret the phrase "the leech has two daughters: 'Give,
give'?" Dr. Heim interprets the leech’s "give, give" cry as a sarcastic and humorous
representation of human beings' insatiable greed and desire for more. This
reflects the very struggle Agur, the author of this section of Proverbs, was

wrestling with: learning to be content.

3. What does the list of incomprehensible things (eagle in the sky, snake on a rock,
ship on the sea) in Proverbs 30:18-19 have in common? These elements are all
connected by the fact that they leave no visible trace of their passage or actions.
An eagle flies without leaving a path in the sky; a snake moves stealthily on a
rock; a ship leaves no trace in the ocean shortly after passing. This elusiveness
and the difficulty in discerning their paths is what makes them too wonderful to
fully understand.

4. How does Dr. Heim connect the "way of a man with a girl" in verse 19 to the
adulteress in verse 20? Dr. Heim interprets "the way of a man with a girl" as a
euphemism for illicit sexual intercourse, specifically adultery. He argues that this
act, like the other mysterious passages, leaves no immediate visible trace, and so
creates the illusion that no one knows. This aligns with verse 20, where an
adulteress "eats and wipes her mouth, and says, 'l have done no wrong'",
implying a deceitful action, where the sexual act is concealed after occurring.
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5. What is the significance of the adulteress’s actions of eating and wiping her
mouth, and claiming innocence? This imagery conveys the deceitful nature of
adultery, highlighting how easily it can be concealed. "Eating" symbolizes the act
itself, and "wiping her mouth" indicates a quick cover-up, implying an effort to
hide any evidence. The claim of "I have done nothing wrong" is the core of the
problem: the denial of the offense and its potential consequences, like pregnancy
or broken trust.

6. Why does Dr. Heim emphasize the importance of connecting verse 20 with
verses 18-19? The connection of verse 20 with verses 18-19 is crucial for
understanding the sarcastic irony and overall message. Without it, verse 20 seems
abrupt, and the link between imperceptible movements and secretive adultery is
missed. Understanding this link reveals the hidden dangers and the illusion of
secrecy inherent in immoral acts.

7. What is the main lesson that these verses in Proverbs, particularly 30:18-20, are
meant to convey about sexual behavior? The primary lesson is the importance of
sexual modesty and faithfulness within marriage. The verses caution against the
deceptive nature of illicit sexual encounters, which might seem hidden at the
moment, but can have real and lasting consequences. The passage is a warning
against relying on deceit and one's own ways, but rather to ask God for guidance
in finding the right partner and maintaining fidelity.

8. How does the idea of humility and reliance on God connect these two passages
(Proverbs 30:15-16 and 18-20)? Both passages ultimately advocate for humility
and reliance on God as opposed to self-reliance. The first passage shows the folly
of insatiable greed, while the second passage highlights the deceitfulness and
ultimate harm of illicit sexual activity. Both passages emphasize the need for
moral discernment, avoiding the temptation to assume that one's actions are
hidden or inconsequential, and seeking God's guidance in these matters. They
show the importance of not relying on selfish desires, but instead on humility,
and asking God for contentment and fidelity.



