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Dr. Knut Heim, Proverbs, Session 12, 

Prosperity Variants, Poetry on Genocide 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 12, Prosperity Variants, 

Poetry on Genocide, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 This lecture by Dr. Knut Heim analyzes two similar proverbs about wealth, revealing 

subtle differences in their meaning and context. He argues that Proverbs 18:11 is a later, 

more ironic version that contrasts with the seemingly straightforward Proverbs 10:15. 

Further, Heim interprets Proverbs 24:10-12 as poetry describing genocide and uses this 

interpretation to discuss the importance of Christian martyrdom as actively opposing 

injustice, rather than passive acceptance. He connects this interpretation to the 

experiences of Christians during the Holocaust. 

2.  22 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Heim, Session 12 –  Double click icon to play in Windows 

media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and 

click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament → Psalms & 

Wisdom → Proverbs).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 12, Prosperity 

Variants, Poetry on Genocide 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important 

ideas from the provided lecture excerpts by Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs: 

Briefing Document: Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs - Prosperity & Genocide 

Introduction: 

This document summarizes Dr. Knut Heim's lecture (Session 12) on the biblical Book of 

Proverbs, focusing on two key themes: variations in proverbs concerning prosperity and 

a poetic interpretation of proverbs relating to genocide. He explores the nuances of 

similar proverbs and connects them to broader ethical considerations, particularly in the 

context of historical events like the Holocaust. 

Part 1: Prosperity Variants (Proverbs 10:15 and 18:11) 

• Initial Observation: Dr. Heim begins by examining two very similar verses: 

• Proverbs 10:15: "The wealth of the rich man is his fortified city; the ruin of the 

poor is their poverty." 

• Proverbs 18:11: "The wealth of the rich is his fortified city, and like a secure wall 

in his fantasy." 

• Structural Differences:Proverbs 10:15 employs antithetic parallelism, with clear 

opposites in a chiastic structure (A-B, B'-A'). It presents what appears to be a 

traditional, even trite view of wealth and poverty in an economic environment 

that rewards success. 

• Proverbs 18:11 uses synonymous parallelism, initially seeming to echo 10:15. 

However, the phrase "in his fantasy" at the end introduces a highly ironic twist. 

• The Ironic Twist of 18:11: The seemingly straightforward repetition of the first 

half of the verse is undermined by "in his fantasy." This transforms the idea of 

wealth as a secure fortress into a delusion held by the rich. Heim asserts that 

10:15 was likely the earlier version and 18:11 a deliberate re-shaping. 

• Contextual Fit (following Adal Berlin):Proverbs 10 is full of sharp contrasts 

(righteous/wicked, wise/foolish) making the contrast between rich and poor in 

10:15 fit well. 
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• Proverbs 18 uses more extended images, and verse 11’s ironic twist fits its context 

of exploring the limits of worldly security. 

• Proverbial Clusters:Proverbs 10:12-18: Heim notes the close connection between 

10:15 and 10:16. 

• 10:15 establishes that a rich person is secure because of their wealth. However, 

10:16 explains the source of the wealth and the poverty in 10:15. 

• 10:16 states, "The wage of the righteous leads to life, the yield of the wicked to 

sin." Therefore, the “ruin” of the poor is not poverty itself, but rather, it is the 

result of “sin”. This pairing reveals that true safety is found in righteousness, not 

just in wealth alone. 

• Proverbs 18:10-15: Verses 10 and 11 contrast two sources of security: the Lord's 

name as a "strong tower" (18:10) and wealth as a "fortified city" (18:11). While 

the former is a true refuge, the latter is an illusion, a fantasy based on self-

reliance. Verse 12 reinforces this point stating, "Before destruction a man's heart 

is high, but humility comes before honor." The expression, "in his fantasy" is a 

critical link, showing that undue trust in one's own resources is delusional and will 

lead to ruin. 

• Key Conclusions on Prosperity:True wealth is found in the Lord, not in material 

possessions. 

• The contrast is between righteous trust in the Lord and self-reliant wealth, not 

necessarily between rich and poor. 

• The sequence of architectural imagery moves from the strongest refuge to the 

most superficial defense, highlighting the limited protection of wealth in contrast 

to the true refuge in God. 

• Comparison to Murphy:While Murphy sees Proverbs 10:15 as simply a neutral 

observation, Heim sees it as more subversive in its context. Heim argues there is a 

“hidden message” in 10:15 when paired with 10:16. 

• Murphy sees Proverbs 18:11 as a "caution" about 10:15, while Heim believes the 

changes in the language reveal the work of an editor "skillfully changing the 

meaning of verses". 
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Part 2: Poetry on Genocide (Proverbs 24:10-12) 

• Passage Interpretation: Dr. Heim identifies Proverbs 24:10-12 as “poetry on 

genocide”. 

• 24:10: "If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small." 

• 24:11: "Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who 

are stumbling to the slaughter." 

• 24:12: "If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the 

heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will 

he not repay man according to his work?" 

• Thematic Focus: This passage speaks of a crisis where people are being violently 

taken to their deaths and mistreated ( "dragged off to death, staggering to the 

slaughter"). This is described as a “sustained campaign of persecution, torture, 

and murder.” 

• Critique of Bystanders: The passage challenges excuses for inaction or ignorance. 

The phrase, “look, we did not know this” is criticized as a convenient excuse 

rather than genuine ignorance. God judges not just actions, but motivations as 

well. 

• God’s Judgement: God understands and judges the "heart" (motivation) and "life" 

(actions) of individuals who choose to not intervene. The passage makes it clear 

that God will repay everyone according to their deeds (both the victim and the 

perpetrator of injustice). Those who fail to act are held accountable. 

• Personal Connection: Dr. Heim shares his background as a German theologian, 

noting how his grandparents’ generation made the same excuses in response to 

the Holocaust. They would state, "What could I alone have done?", or "We did 

not know." He believes people chose not to know for convenience rather than 

genuine ignorance. 

• Call to Action: The proverbs implore us to take sides rather than remain 

bystanders in crises of genocide. This call to action takes courage, involves risk, 

and may result in great personal loss. 

• Christian Martyrdom: Dr. Heim links the above concepts to true Christian 

martyrdom. This is about sacrificing to love others, not simply self-destruction. It 

is about standing up for the vulnerable, and the persecuted, even when doing so 

has significant personal costs. 
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• Final Appeal: Dr. Heim’s concluding statement encourages Jewish and Christian 

believers to embrace the possibility of martyrdom if they are in a position where 

they could save others. He emphasizes that Christian martyrdom is ultimately 

about testifying to the love of God through faithful obedience to Christ. 

Overall Themes & Key Ideas: 

• Subversion of Conventional Wisdom: The lecture highlights how Proverbs, 

seemingly simple, can challenge conventional and materialist understandings of 

security and success through irony and context. 

• Importance of Context: The meaning of individual proverbs are not standalone 

units. They need to be interpreted within their immediate context (neighboring 

verses and clusters of proverbs) as well as within the broader themes of the book 

of Proverbs. 

• Ethical Responsibility: The lecture emphasizes the ethical responsibility to act 

against injustice, even when such action carries personal risk. God holds 

individuals accountable not only for their actions, but their inactions and 

motivations as well. 

• True Security and Prosperity: True security and prosperity come from a right 

relationship with God and are expressed through righteous actions, especially 

towards those in need. 

This document provides a detailed summary of Dr. Heim's analysis and main themes as 

presented in this lecture. 
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4. Study Guide:  Heim, Proverbs, Session 12, Prosperity 

Variants, Poetry on Genocide  

Proverbs: Prosperity & Genocide - A Study Guide 

Short Answer Quiz 

1. How do Proverbs 10:15 and 18:11 differ in their structure, and what effect does 

this difference have on their meaning? 

2. According to the lecture, what is the significance of the phrase "in his fantasy" in 

Proverbs 18:11, and how does it change the meaning of the verse? 

3. How do the surrounding verses in Proverbs 10 (specifically 10:16) impact the 

interpretation of Proverbs 10:15, and what does it reveal about the nature of 

wealth? 

4. How does Proverbs 18:12 relate to Proverbs 18:11, and what is the significance of 

the wordplay involving "high" in this context? 

5. According to Dr. Heim, what makes the editorial hand of the author so skilled in 

the way it uses variations and context? 

6. How does the lecture interpret Proverbs 24:11, and what specific scenario does 

the speaker believe it depicts? 

7. What two excuses does the speaker reference as being commonly made to justify 

inaction in the face of injustice, as highlighted in Proverbs 24:12? 

8. Why does the speaker emphasize that his interpretation of Proverbs is not the 

only correct one, even when he believes it's the best? 

9. According to the lecture, how does Christian martyrdom differ from other forms 

of martyrdom, and what is its ultimate purpose? 

10. What is the speaker’s primary message to Jewish and Christian believers 

regarding situations where they can make a difference in the face of injustice? 

Short Answer Quiz - Answer Key 

1. Proverbs 10:15 uses antithetic parallelism, presenting contrasting ideas, while 

Proverbs 18:11 uses synonymous parallelism, where the second line expands on 

the first, which then adds irony to the content. This difference emphasizes the 

ironic point of 18:11, contrasting the security of wealth with the illusion of it. 
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2. The phrase "in his fantasy" in Proverbs 18:11 is crucial because it reveals that the 

rich person's perceived security based on their wealth is actually imaginary and 

not real. It subverts the expected meaning, turning the initial positive statement 

on its head. 

3. The surrounding verse, 10:16, clarifies that wealth is not inherently good; it's a 

reward for righteous living, and poverty mentioned in 10:15 is often a result of 

sin, not just a condition. This context shows that true safety comes from 

righteousness, not just wealth. 

4. Proverbs 18:12 relates to 18:11 by reinforcing the idea that self-reliance on 

wealth leads to pride, which ultimately leads to ruin. The wordplay using "high" 

connects the self-sufficiency of the rich with their arrogance, which is ultimately 

their downfall. 

5. The editorial hand is skillful in the way it uses variations and context by subtly 

changing the meaning of verses through slight modifications in repetition and by 

carefully placing those variations within specific contextual arrangements. This 

produces layers of meaning not immediately apparent. 

6. The lecture interprets Proverbs 24:11 as a description of a sustained campaign of 

persecution, torture, and murder where people are violently dragged off to be 

slaughtered and mistreated until they are swaying with exhaustion and injury. 

7. The two excuses people commonly make are: "What could I alone have done? It 

wouldn't have made a difference," implying that one person's actions are 

insignificant, and "Look, we did not know," suggesting ignorance of the severity of 

the situation, when the truth is often they chose not to know. 

8. The speaker emphasizes that poetry is underdetermined and can have multiple 

interpretations. This is to say that other readings are plausible, and his is but one. 

He does not want to imply that there is only one possible interpretation. 

9. Christian martyrdom is about witnessing to the love of God by actively loving and 

standing up for those who are vulnerable and persecuted. It is distinct from 

martyrdom that involves violence or destruction of others, as is seen in some 

other religions. 

10. The speaker’s primary message is to seize opportunities for Christian martyrdom 

when they arise and to risk discomfort or even death by taking action in support 

of vulnerable people facing injustice, viewing it as a profound testament to God's 

love. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the use of parallelism in Proverbs 10:15 and 18:11. How does the 

difference in structure contribute to the overall message of each proverb? 

2. Discuss the concept of "true wealth" as presented in the lecture. How does this 

concept challenge the conventional understanding of prosperity? 

3. Explore the idea of personal responsibility in the face of injustice using Proverbs 

24:10-12. What does this passage suggest about the role of bystanders? 

4. Consider the historical context provided by Dr. Heim regarding the Holocaust and 

the interpretation of Proverbs 24. How does this personal perspective shape the 

reading of the text? 

5. Evaluate the lecture's presentation of Christian martyrdom. How is it portrayed, 

and how does it relate to the broader theme of justice in the book of Proverbs? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Antithetic Parallelism: A poetic structure where two lines contrast each other, 

typically presenting opposing ideas or images. 

• Synonymous Parallelism: A poetic structure where two lines express a similar 

idea, often with variations or amplifications in the second line. 

• Chiastic Order: A literary structure where the elements of a phrase or sentence 

are arranged in an "ABBA" pattern, often with a reversal of terms. 

• Proverbial Pair: Two proverbs that are related in meaning, often placed 

adjacently or in proximity to each other, that enrich the interpretation of the 

other. 

• Proverbial Cluster: A group of proverbs that are thematically linked and support 

each other's meaning and interpretation. 

• Irony: The use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal 

meaning, often used for humor or to emphasize a point. 

• Figment of Imagination: Something that exists only in a person’s mind, not in 

reality. 

• Editorial Hand: The idea that a later editor or author intentionally modified or 

arranged parts of the source to convey a particular message. 

• Martyrdom: The act of dying for one's beliefs, especially in a religious context. 

This lecture defines it as sacrificing comfort for the love of God in the name of 

justice. 

• Under-determined: A term that describes the nature of poetry, which is to be 

interpreted in multiple ways, as meaning is not fixed to one interpretation. 
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5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 12, Prosperity Variants, 

Poetry on Genocide, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

• What is the significance of the subtle differences between Proverbs 10:15 and 

Proverbs 18:11? 

• Proverbs 10:15 ("The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; the ruin of the poor 

is their poverty.") presents a seemingly straightforward contrast, typical of a 

reward-driven economic environment. However, Proverbs 18:11 ("The wealth of 

the rich is their fortified city; like a high wall in their imagination.") subtly 

undermines this idea by adding the phrase "in their imagination." This addition 

turns the seemingly solid protection of wealth into something illusory and 

subjective, implying that the rich man's security is based on a fantasy and is not 

inherently secure. Proverbs 10:15 states a common observation about wealth, 

whereas Proverbs 18:11 is a commentary and critique on this statement, meant 

to reverse the expectations about the security provided by wealth. 

• How does the context surrounding Proverbs 10:15 and Proverbs 18:11 influence 

their interpretation? 

Proverbs 10:15 is part of a larger section (10:12-18) contrasting the righteous and the 

wicked. Specifically, 10:16 clarifies that wealth in 10:15 is not inherently good, but a 

result of righteous living; poverty is not simply a state of lacking material possessions, 

but the consequence of wickedness. The context makes the message of 10:15 less about 

the nature of wealth itself and more about a reward for moral behavior. Proverbs 18:11, 

part of a cluster (18:10-15), is positioned between the idea of the Lord’s name being a 

secure refuge and the dangers of pride. This context emphasizes that true security is 

found in the Lord, not in riches. Proverbs 18:12 further states that pride, manifested in 

over-reliance on one's wealth, leads to destruction. The context of both verses is crucial 

to understanding the ways that Proverbs are meant to be read in conversation with each 

other. 
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• What is the "punch word" in Proverbs 18:11, and what does it signify? 

• The "punch word" in Proverbs 18:11 is "in their imagination." It drastically alters 

the meaning of the proverb. Where the first part of the verse makes a 

comparison to Proverbs 10:15, implying that the wealth of the rich is secure like a 

fortified city, the addition of "in their imagination" suggests that the rich man's 

perception of security is a mere fantasy. It's a key element of irony, revealing the 

wealth as an illusion. The word acts as a punch to what we would expect and 

points us in the direction of real and true protection. 

• How do the two proverbs (10:15 and 18:11) relate to the theme of trust in God 

vs. self-reliance? 

• The two Proverbs together offer a critique on what we place our trust in. Proverbs 

10:15 in conversation with 10:16 implies that true prosperity comes from a 

righteous life, which is connected to trust in God and acting morally. Proverbs 

18:11, however, warns against self-reliance, suggesting that trust in wealth alone 

is a delusion. It shows the importance of trusting in the Lord, not in material 

possessions or one's own perceived abilities. The two together encourage trusting 

in God, while the second proverb is meant to be a caution against what might 

sound like a good idea in the first. 

• What is meant by the "spatial dynamic" in Proverbs 18:10-12? 

The "spatial dynamic" describes the progression of architectural structures used as 

metaphors for security in the proverbs. Proverbs 18:10 mentions a "strong tower", the 

safest part of a city, symbolizing the refuge found in the name of the Lord. Proverbs 

18:11, then refers to "a fortified city" and a "high wall," which is the larger structure but 

more vulnerable than the tower, symbolizing the supposed safety wealth offers. This 

progression from the innermost (tower) to the outer (wall) shows that what a person 

thinks is their safe haven becomes less secure and more external, with wealth becoming 

an outer protection which might be breached, in contrast with the safety the name of 

the Lord provides. This shows a move from the most secure to the least, to illustrate the 

difference in real and false forms of protection. 
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• How does the speaker interpret Proverbs 24:10-12 in the context of genocide? 

The speaker interprets Proverbs 24:10-12 as a commentary on the responsibility of 

bystanders during genocide. Verse 11 describes the unjust persecution and slaughter of 

people being "dragged off to death" and "staggering to the slaughter." Verse 12 

addresses the excuses that some might use for inaction. The speaker connects these 

proverbs to the historical inaction of some during the Holocaust. He argues that claiming 

ignorance or helplessness is unacceptable because God sees and understands 

everyone’s actions and will hold them accountable. The passage calls out those who 

choose to stand idly by in the face of violence as culpable in the genocide being carried 

out, regardless of the excuses they might make for doing nothing. 

• What excuses for inaction are addressed in Proverbs 24:12, and why are they 

considered inadequate? 

The proverbs address two common excuses for not intervening during a crisis: 1. "We 

were not strong enough to make a difference," and 2. "We did not know what was 

happening." These are considered inadequate because the one who "weighs the hearts" 

(God) understands true motives and knows when people choose to remain ignorant or 

inactive. According to the passage, God will repay each person according to their deeds, 

holding them accountable for their choices to stand by and watch violence occur. 

• What is the Christian view of martyrdom as described in the lecture, and how 

does it differ from other views? 

The lecture defines Christian martyrdom as a witness to the love of God by standing up 

for the vulnerable and the persecuted, even at great personal risk. It's not about seeking 

death for its own sake or destroying oneself or others but is about faithfully living out 

Christian love through service and sacrifice. This contrasts with other views of 

martyrdom that might involve self-destruction or violence against others as part of a 

religious act. Instead, the focus is on an active love that is willing to sacrifice for others, 

even if that sacrifice is one's own life, as an ultimate testimony to God's love. 

 


