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Dr. Knut Heim, Proverbs, Session 11, 

Proverbs 11:22 Gold Ring in Pig’s Snout 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 11, Proverbs 11:22 God 

Ring in Pig’s Snout, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 This lecture by Dr. Knut Heim analyzes Proverbs 11:22, "Like a gold ring in a pig's snout 

is a beautiful woman without sense," challenging traditional interpretations. He 

reviews existing scholarship, which largely equates the woman to a pig, and proposes a 

new reading based on syntactic structure and biblical parallelism. Heim argues that the 

proverb compares a woman's beauty to a gold ring, both valuable but devalued by 

inappropriate context (lack of discretion and placement in a pig's snout, respectively). 

His interpretation emphasizes the proverb's warning against choosing a spouse solely 

based on appearance. 

2.  11 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Heim, Session 11 –  Double click icon to play in Windows 

media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and 

click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament → Psalms & 

Wisdom → Proverbs).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 11,  

  Proverbs 11:22 God Ring in Pig’s Snout 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document analyzing the provided lecture on Proverbs 

11:22, "Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman without sense." 

Briefing Document: Analysis of Proverbs 11:22 

Main Theme: A reinterpretation of Proverbs 11:22, challenging the traditional view that 

the proverb equates a woman with a pig. Heim argues for a more nuanced reading 

based on a close analysis of the text, its context within the book of Proverbs, and 

relevant metaphor theories. 

Key Ideas & Facts: 

1. Traditional Interpretation: 

• Most scholars (Delitzsch, Toy, McKane, etc.) have interpreted Proverbs 11:22 as an 

emblematic proverb where the image of a gold ring in a pig's snout directly 

represents a beautiful but foolish woman. 

• They equate the pig with the woman, highlighting the incongruity between 

beauty and lack of good sense. As Delitzsch puts it, the image is "an emblem of a 

wife in whom beauty and the want of culture are placed together in direct 

contrast." 

• This traditional reading often implies that the woman's lack of sense or discretion 

is a moral failing. 

• Some scholars acknowledged the potential gender insensitivity of this 

interpretation but did not move away from the equation of pig and woman. 

1. Heim's Critique of Traditional Interpretation: 

• Heim argues that many interpreters (even highly qualified ones) read Proverbs 

superficially, assuming they are straightforward. He posits that many proverbs are 

nuanced, ironic, or deliberately misleading on first reading. 

• He challenges the direct equation of the pig and the woman. 

• He believes the proverb is not about inherent value, but about the context of that 

value. 
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• He stresses the importance of an "imaginative" reading, attending to biblical 

parallelism and new metaphor theories. 

1. Context within the Book of Proverbs: 

• The Book of Proverbs has a surprising amount of material about or by women: 

~23.5% of its content. 

• Proverbs 1-9 and 31 (with female figures and the "valiant wife") form a 

hermeneutical frame for the rest of the book. As Perdue says, "the presence of 

didactic poems in Proverbs 1 to 9 and 31 provides the overarching inclusion for 

the entire book." 

• This suggests a deeper interest in gender relations and the roles of women than 

often acknowledged. 

• Heim argues the high level of material related to women is for 3 reasons: using 

the feminine gender for abstract nouns (like wisdom), the target audience being 

young men, and the importance of promoting healthy family structures. 

• Proverbs 11:22 should not be seen as isolated but should be interpreted in light 

of these contexts. 

1. Syntactic and Poetic Analysis: 

• The proverb consists of two parallel lines with an equal number of words: 

"Netzem zahav ba'av chatzir" and "Isha yafa v'sarat ta'am." 

• The first line (a gold ring in a pig's snout) describes an object (ring) qualified by its 

value (golden) and its inappropriate location (pig's snout). 

• The second line (a beautiful woman without discretion) describes a person 

(woman) qualified by her beauty and then by her lack of discretion. 

• Based on the syntactic structure and comparative function of the words, Heim 

argues: a ring is compared to a woman, not a pig to a woman. "As in any 

successful comparison, equal should be, and is, compared with equal." 

• Both the golden ring and the beautiful woman have an inherent value (beauty) 

but also a secondary characteristic that devalues them – one through its location 

and the other through a lack of good sense/discretion. 

1. Metaphorical Reinterpretation: 
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• The proverb uses a metaphor to present a woman as valuable but ultimately as a 

commodity that is valued based on appearances. 

• Heim points out, "A person is treated like a thing. A ring. Not an animal." This 

reification exposes the value system that treats women as commodities for 

acquisition. 

• The proverb does not primarily condemn the woman but warns against a value 

system that overemphasizes outward beauty. 

• The comparison works via the shared experiential basis of "beauty is valuable." 

1. Performance Contexts and Practical Implications: 

• Proverbs have varied meanings depending on context (Claudia Kamp's idea of 

performance contexts). 

• Heim suggests that Proverbs 11:22 would have been relevant for discouraging 

young men from pursuing a beautiful but foolish woman and for encouraging 

women to value discretion. 

• The proverb is concerned with warning young men against choosing their spouses 

based solely on appearance. He explains "In the book of Proverbs, it is addressed 

to young men and warns them not to make fools of themselves by marrying a 

socially inept woman simply because of her good looks." 

• The proverb also highlights the importance of “discretion” as a key virtue in social 

interactions for both men and women. It's not just "knowledge of one's place in a 

patriarchal society" (as Fontaine suggests) but also "an understanding of and 

commitment to appropriate public behavior by females and males." 

• Heim argues that in the context of marriage preparation, the proverb belongs to a 

group of proverbs warning against women with vices. 

1. The Pig as the Young Man: 

• Heim concludes that if the woman is the gold ring, and lack of discretion is the 

inappropriate context of that ring, then the young man in the proverb could be 

seen as the pig. 

• He uses the metaphor of the husband as an adornment, like a crown (Proverbs 

12.4). 
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• He draws a double meaning from "ring:" it's both a decorative adornment and an 

item used to control unruly animals. This suggests the young man is trying to 

show off his beauty while being led astray by her indiscretion. 

• The proverb implies that if a young man chooses a woman based solely on 

beauty, his own foolishness will be revealed, as he will be publicly disgraced by his 

wife’s actions. "The young man will be shown up for what he really is a pig whose 

beautiful but indiscreet wife leads him by the nose." 

Key Quotes: 

• "Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman without good sense." 

(Proverbs 11:22, NRSV) 

• "If one supposes such a ring in a swine's snout, then in such a thing he has the 

emblem of a wife in whom beauty and the want of culture are placed together in 

direct contrast." (Delitzsch) 

• "the union of beauty of person and deformity of mind and character... with the 

golden ring of the first half-line, and the woman of the second half-line with the 

coarsest and uncleanest beast." (Toy) 

• "...without good sense, beauty in a wife, a woman, is out of place..." (van 

Leeuwen) 

• "The proverb puts it more forcibly than we might. Where we would have spoken 

of the lady as a little disappointing, Scripture sees her as a monstrosity..." (Kidner) 

• "...the salient point is that outward attractiveness does not indicate an equivalent 

inner discrimination..." (McKinley) 

• "The point of the comparison is that in both cases beauty is in an inappropriate 

place." (Garrett) 

• "the presence of didactic poems in Proverbs 1 to 9 and 31 provides the 

overarching inclusion for the entire book." (Perdue) 

• "As in any successful comparison, equal should be, and is, compared with equal." 

(Heim) 

• "A person is treated like a thing. A ring. Not an animal." (Heim) 

• "The young man will be shown up for what he really is a pig whose beautiful but 

indiscreet wife leads him by the nose." (Heim) 
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Conclusion: 

Dr. Heim's lecture provides a compelling reinterpretation of Proverbs 11:22. He moves 

beyond superficial readings, challenges the equation of woman and pig, and reveals a 

deeper message about values, social relations, and the dangers of focusing solely on 

outward appearances. His analysis highlights the sophistication of the proverb as a tool 

to teach young men about the importance of inner character and discretion, both for 

men and women. 
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4. Study Guide:  Heim, Proverbs, Session 11, Proverbs 11:22 

God Ring in Pig’s Snout  

Proverbs 11:22: A Deep Dive Study Guide 

Quiz 

1. How does Heim describe the general approach to reading proverbs, and how 

does he challenge this? 

2. Explain the interpretive move made by Delitzsch and Toy regarding the 

connection between the halves of the proverb. 

3. According to Heim, what is the significance of the literary placement of Proverbs 

1 to 9 and 31 in the book of Proverbs? 

4. What are the three reasons Heim proposes for the large amount of textual 

material concerning women in the Book of Proverbs? 

5. What is Heim's literal translation of Proverbs 11:22, and how does this influence 

his interpretation? 

6. How does Heim use the syntactic structure of the two halves of Proverbs 11:22 to 

support his argument? 

7. According to Heim, what are the two characteristics being compared in Proverbs 

11:22, and how does this lead to a reification? 

8. What are the four performance contexts mentioned by Claudia Kamp, and which 

two does Heim focus on? 

9. How does Heim connect the proverb to marriage preparation? 

10. How does Heim interpret the dual image of a ring through a pig's snout, and what 

does it reveal about the young man? 

Answer Key 

1. Heim says many people, including scholars, assume proverbs are straightforward 

and need little interpretation. He challenges this by arguing that many proverbs 

are nuanced, ironic, and deliberately misleading at first glance. 

2. Both Delitzsch and Toy equate the first half of the proverb (the gold ring in a pig's 

snout) with the woman described in the second half. They suggest that the image 

is an emblem for a woman who is beautiful but lacks good sense. 
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3. Heim states that the presence of significant material about women in Proverbs 1-

9 and Proverbs 31 creates a hermeneutical frame for the entire book, although he 

argues that this frame is rarely acknowledged or implemented in practical 

interpretations. 

4. Heim suggests the following reasons: the use of feminine gender in Hebrew to 

personify abstract nouns, the fact that the target audience is young males who 

require guidance in gender relations, and education about healthy relationships 

to support societal structures. 

5. Heim translates it as "A golden ring in the snout of a pig, a beautiful woman who 

has turned from discretion." This translation emphasizes that the ring and woman 

are the primary subjects, while the pig and a lack of discretion are their respective 

contexts for devaluing them. 

6. Heim explains that both halves of the proverb begin with a noun modified by an 

adjective and then followed by an adverbial or participial phrase that qualifies 

them with an inappropriate placement or lack of virtue. This structure shows a 

correlation between the ring and the woman, rather than the woman and the pig. 

7. Heim suggests the ring and the woman are being compared because both are 

initially valuable due to their outward appearance (gold/beauty), and both are 

devalued by secondary circumstances (location/lack of discretion). This 

comparison reifies the woman, treating her as an object. 

8. Kamp notes that the proverb could discourage a young man from associating with 

a foolish woman, encourage a beautiful woman to be discreet, evaluate a 

situation involving a woman's poor choices, and function as advice about 

choosing a wife. Heim focuses on the first and third options as literary contexts. 

9. Heim argues that Proverbs 11:22 belongs in the context of marriage preparation 

as a warning to young men not to choose a spouse based solely on outward 

appearance. He argues the proverb teaches that a woman must possess 

appropriate social skills and understanding. 

10. Heim sees it as evoking two different rings: a decorative gold ring and a utility ring 

for controlling animals. The dual image of the ring suggests that a young man may 

initially pursue a beautiful woman to show off, only to discover that her lack of 

discretion leads to his own downfall, making him "a pig led by the nose." 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the interpretive tradition surrounding Proverbs 11:22, discussing how it 

has been historically understood, and then evaluate how Heim challenges this 

tradition. 

2. Discuss the significance of gender in the Book of Proverbs, based on the statistical 

information provided, and explain how Proverbs 11:22 fits within this wider 

context. 

3. Explore the literary structure and poetic parallelism of Proverbs 11:22 as 

described by Heim, and analyze how this structure supports his unique 

interpretation. 

4. Evaluate the concept of "performance contexts" and explain how they contribute 

to a deeper understanding of Proverbs 11:22, according to Heim’s analysis. 

5. Synthesize Heim's interpretation of Proverbs 11:22 with the broader themes and 

purposes of the Book of Proverbs, particularly regarding wisdom, discretion, and 

relationships. 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Emblematic Proverb: A proverb in which the first part is like a picture and the 

second part acts like a caption, providing a commentary on the image. 

• Hermeneutical Frame: A literary structure or set of ideas that provides an 

interpretive context or framework for understanding a text. 

• Reification: Treating a person as if they are an object or commodity. 

• Masoretic Accent: Marks in the Hebrew Bible that indicate how to chant or read 

the text, often dividing verses or clauses. 

• Parallelism: A poetic device common in Hebrew poetry where lines or clauses are 

related in various ways (e.g., synonymous, antithetic, or synthetic). 

• Performance Context: The specific situation or circumstances in which a proverb 

is used, influencing its meaning and impact. 

• Discretion (ta'am): The Hebrew word often translated as "sense" or "discretion," 

referring to a virtue encompassing social skills, good judgment, and appropriate 

behavior in public. 

• Inseparable Preposition: A preposition in Hebrew that is attached to the 

beginning of the noun or pronoun it modifies. 

• Participial Relative Clause: A phrase that functions like an adjective describing a 

noun, using a participle to describe a state or condition. 

• Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or 

action to which it is not literally applicable. 
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5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 11, Proverbs 11:22 God 

Ring in Pig’s Snout, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on Proverbs 11:22: A Gold Ring in a Pig's Snout 

1. What is the common interpretation of Proverbs 11:22, and why is it 

problematic? The traditional interpretation of Proverbs 11:22 ("Like a gold ring in 

a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion") equates the 

beautiful woman with the pig, suggesting that a woman's beauty is meaningless 

without inner character. This view is problematic because it is overly simplistic, 

relies on a superficial reading of the text, and perpetuates a negative stereotype 

of women. It also ignores the nuances of the proverb's poetic structure and 

metaphorical language, and the wider context of the Book of Proverbs. 

2. How does Dr. Heim argue that the proverb should be interpreted differently? Dr. 

Heim argues that the proverb does not equate the woman with the pig, but 

rather compares her beauty to the gold ring. Both are initially valuable for their 

appearance, but the value is undermined; the ring is misplaced in a pig's snout 

and the woman lacks discretion. He uses a detailed analysis of the Hebrew syntax 

and the parallelism in the verse, along with an examination of the literary context 

of Proverbs to support this claim. His interpretation suggests that the proverb is a 

warning about prioritizing superficial qualities like beauty over character. 

3. What is the significance of the poetic structure (syntax and parallelism) in 

understanding the proverb? The proverb is structured in two parallel halves. The 

first half describes a gold ring in a pig's snout, and the second half describes a 

beautiful woman without discretion. Syntactically, both halves follow a similar 

pattern: a valuable item (ring/woman) qualified by an adjective 

(golden/beautiful) and then followed by a condition that devalues the item 

(location/lack of virtue). This structure highlights a direct comparison between 

the ring and the woman, and not the pig and the woman. The parallelism 

emphasizes that both the ring and the woman are valuable in themselves, yet 

their value is undermined. 
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4. What does the word 'discretion' (ta'am) mean in the context of Proverbs 11:22, 

and why is it important? In the context of the proverb, discretion (ta'am) refers 

to more than just good sense or intelligence, but a virtue that encompasses social 

skills, understanding, and commitment to appropriate behavior in social settings. 

It implies civility, politeness, and mutual respect in public interactions. Dr. Heim 

suggests that lack of discretion refers to a failure to understand how one’s actions 

impact their social standing and that of their family, and especially her husband. 

5. How does the Book of Proverbs, particularly its emphasis on women, provide 

context for the interpretation of this proverb? The Book of Proverbs is 

"sandwiched" by a large number of verses about women, both good and bad, 

which serves as a framework for the book. Proverbs 1-9 features various 

attractive women and Proverbs 31 features a "valiant wife". This helps emphasize 

that women are a frequent subject of reflection in the book. This is because the 

main audience is young men who will need to develop wise relationships with 

women throughout their lives. Proverbs 11:22, therefore, should be seen as part 

of a larger teaching on choosing a wise wife and not just a broad criticism of all 

women. 

6. How does the interpretation of Proverbs 11:22 relate to the book's advice on 

marriage? Proverbs 11:22 is best understood as advice to young men about 

choosing a spouse. It warns against valuing outward beauty alone, emphasizing 

that a lack of discretion can lead to social embarrassment and disgrace, ultimately 

making the marriage a foolish decision. The proverb also subtly critiques the 

notion of a woman as simply an "ornament" or possession, suggesting she should 

contribute to her husband's honor, not detract from it, using wisdom and 

discretion. The book repeatedly emphasizes this point. 

7. Who is the "pig" in the metaphor, and what does this reveal about the 

proverb's message? According to Dr. Heim's analysis, the "pig" in the metaphor is 

not the woman, but instead represents the foolish young man who prioritizes 

beauty over virtue in a wife. It is further reinforced by the idea that the gold ring 

can either be something to adorn oneself, or a ring that is put through an animal's 

nose to control it. The young man is, therefore, a pig being led around by a foolish 

woman, who he had thought would instead be a decorative ornament that would 

enhance his status. The proverb suggests that by choosing poorly, a man may be 

led by a foolish woman, ultimately being publicly embarrassed, and it highlights 

the disastrous effects of choosing a spouse based only on looks. 
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8. What are the different performance contexts that can impact the understanding 

of the proverb? The proverb has multiple performance contexts. It could be used 

to dissuade a young man from choosing a woman who lacks discretion, to 

encourage a beautiful woman to be discreet, or to explain why a relationship with 

an indiscreet woman has failed. According to the interpretation, the primary 

performance context is seen as advice for young men during their marriage 

preparation. The goal is to encourage young men to value character and 

discretion alongside beauty to ensure healthy and beneficial relationships in 

society. 


