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Dr. Knut Heim, Proverbs, Session 10, 

Proverbs 10:5, Variants and Clusters 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide Quiz, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 10, Proverbs 10:5, 

Variants and Clusters, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 Dr. Knut Heim's lecture analyzes variant repetitions in the Book of Proverbs, specifically 

focusing on chapters 10-29. He argues against a purely verse-by-verse interpretation, 

proposing instead that proverbial clusters, groups of thematically linked proverbs, exist 

and reveal a deliberate editorial strategy. His analysis centers on Proverbs 6:8, 10:5, and 

30:25, showcasing how slight variations in these similar verses serve a larger contextual 

purpose. Heim contrasts his approach with that of Longman, who advocates for a 

random arrangement of proverbs. Heim ultimately demonstrates how careful analysis 

reveals the meaning and interconnectedness of these seemingly independent proverbs. 

2.  16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Heim, Session 10 –  Double click icon to play in Windows 

media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and 

click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament → Psalms & 

Wisdom → Proverbs).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 10,  

  Proverbs 10:5, Variants and Clusters 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important 

ideas from the provided lecture excerpts by Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs: 

Briefing Document: Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbial Clusters and Variant Repetitions in 

Proverbs 10-29 

Overview: 

This document summarizes Dr. Knut Heim’s lecture on his approach to reading Proverbs 

10-29, focusing on his concept of "proverbial clusters" and the importance of "variant 

repetitions" in understanding the editorial and literary strategies within the book of 

Proverbs. He argues that these chapters, unlike the earlier sections (1-9) which feature 

speeches by Lady Wisdom, are largely composed of independent, self-contained 

proverbs. However, these proverbs are not randomly placed, but are intentionally 

grouped and modified by editors. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

1. Shift in Structure: 

• Chapters 1-9 of Proverbs consist of lectures interspersed with speeches by Lady 

Wisdom. 

• Chapters 10-29 shift to a collection of largely independent sayings, grammatically 

and syntactically disconnected from their surrounding verses. 

• Dr. Heim emphasizes the change in the arrangement of the materials, moving 

away from the interwoven narratives and arguments of the first nine chapters to 

a new structure of self-contained sayings in the later chapters. He notes this shift 

is important to understand how to interpret these materials. 

1. Proverbial Clusters: 

• Heim proposes that the independent proverbs in chapters 10-29 are intentionally 

grouped into small clusters (3-10 verses, mostly 5-8). 

• These clusters are linked through various forms of repetition, catchwords, and 

thematic connections. 

• Heim argues that these clusters are not random, but serve an editorial function to 

introduce new collections of Proverbs and guide the reader's interpretation. 
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1. Variant Repetitions: 

• A key focus is on "variant repetitions" – sayings that are similar enough to be 

recognized as related, yet different in characteristic ways. 

• Heim uses Proverbs 6:8, 30:25, and 10:5 as prime examples. He calls these three 

verses variants of each other. 

• He says: "They are similar enough to be recognized as variants of each other and 

as repetitions, but they are also different in characteristic ways from one 

another." 

• The differences are not accidental but are tailored to the specific context where 

the proverb appears. 

• These variants reveal editorial strategies, enhancing the meaning of the proverb 

in its specific location within the clusters. 

1. Analysis of Proverbs 6:8, 30:25, and 10:5: 

• Proverbs 6:8:Describes an ant preparing food in summer and gathering provisions 

in harvest. 

• Heim argues the parallelism is not merely synonymous, but complementary. The 

terms "summer" and "harvest" are related but focus on different aspects of the 

agricultural cycle. Summer is a more generic reference to a season in the year 

while Harvest is a specific event and activity in the agricultural cycle. 

• He also claims the words "prepare" and "gather" are not synonymous but instead 

complementary. The opposite of "gather" would be "scatter". 

• This is presented as a model for diligence and foresight, particularly for the 

"sluggard" described in the following verses. 

• Heim says: "Her foresight, diligence, and self-sufficiency are emphasized and 

illustrated through the parallelism in 6, 8, where the two half-lines mirror each 

other but also complement each other through describing the entire agricultural 

cycle for humans through the enterprise of the model aunt." 

• Proverbs 30:25:Speaks of "ants...a people without strength, yet they prepare 

their food in summer." 
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• The parallelism here is not within the verse itself, but across verses 24-28, the 

numerical saying regarding small but wise creatures. It forms part of a longer 

trans-linear structure. 

• Heim says: "the parallelism in chapter 30, verse 25, works on the inter- and 

translinear levels of the surrounding verses, verses 24 to 28." 

• The plural form used here for "ants" and "their" (in contrast to the singular in 

Proverbs 6:8) is conditioned by the context. 

• The entire second half-line (30:25b) is equivalent to the idea of the single word 

"strength" (30:25a) which is acquired through diligence and foresight. 

• Proverbs 10:5:"A son who gathers in summer is prudent, but a son who sleeps in 

harvest brings shame." 

• While similar in theme, this proverb replaces the ant with "a son" and focuses on 

"summer" as the time of harvest. 

• Heim notes the terms "gather" and "sleep" are not direct antonyms, and that 

their imprecise opposition provides additional implied meanings. This imprecision 

adds information and nuance to the verse. 

• The terms "competent son" and "disgraceful son" are also not exact antonyms 

but imply incompetence and lack of honor respectively. This further adds to the 

meaning and richness of the verse. 

• Heim states: "The imprecise nature of the opposition between the two terms is, 

however, not a flaw in the parallelism. Rather, it enhances the amount of 

information that the poetic line can convey, because the imprecise contrasts 

imply their respective antonyms in the opposite half-line." 

1. Editorial Strategy: 

• Heim argues that the variations between these verses are not random but serve 

an editorial purpose. 

• The differences in 6:8, 30:25, and 10:5 show that 10:5 is a deliberate adaptation 

of 6:8, made to fit its new context at the beginning of the second major collection 

of proverbs, specifically in the context of the cluster that consists of verses 10:1-5. 

• Proverbs 10:5, being at the beginning of a new section, seems to act as an 

introduction and model for how to read and apply these independent proverbs. 
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1. Response to Tremper Longman: 

• Heim critiques Longman's view that proverbs were added randomly and should 

be interpreted individually. 

• Longman argues that the criteria for association are too broad and the 

arrangement of the proverbs is random. He maintains that context does not 

enrich or change the meaning of the individual proverbs. 

• Heim argues that his analysis demonstrates that the addition of variants was not 

random, and broad criteria are needed to appreciate the text's complexities. 

• Heim uses his analysis of the variant repetitions and their positioning in the text 

to directly counter Longman. He maintains that the context does alter and enrich 

the meaning of the individual proverbs. 

• Heim claims: "the editor saw the potential of the variant in six-eight for reuse as 

introductory material to link proverbs one to nine and proverbs ten-one to 

twenty-two as well as functioning to educate the son in its original setting." 

• He emphasizes that each proverb needs to be interpreted in its own right but also 

within its literary context and the editorial intention. 

• He supports his idea that variant repetitions are intentional and serve the 

purpose of linking and relating material in the text by showing a chiastic 

arrangement within Proverbs 10:1-5. 

1. Imaginative Reading: 

• Heim advocates for reading biblical poetry "with imagination," which is not a 

fanciful enterprise but demands diligent analysis that also "moves from the detail 

to the larger picture." This means that while each verse should be carefully 

analyzed, the big picture should also be considered. 

• He argues that his approach to reading Proverbs, focusing on variant repetitions 

and proverbial clusters, enriches our understanding of the individual proverbs and 

the overall message of the book. 
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Key Quotes: 

• "They are similar enough to be recognized as variants of each other and as 

repetitions, but they are also different in characteristic ways from one another." 

• "The imprecise nature of the opposition between the two terms is, however, not 

a flaw in the parallelism. Rather, it enhances the amount of information that the 

poetic line can convey, because the imprecise contrasts imply their respective 

antonyms in the opposite half-line." 

• "the parallelism in chapter 30, verse 25, works on the inter- and translinear levels 

of the surrounding verses, verses 24 to 28." 

• "Her foresight, diligence, and self-sufficiency are emphasized and illustrated 

through the parallelism in 6, 8, where the two half-lines mirror each other but 

also complement each other through describing the entire agricultural cycle for 

humans through the enterprise of the model aunt." 

• "the editor saw the potential of the variant in six-eight for reuse as introductory 

material to link proverbs one to nine and proverbs ten-one to twenty-two as well 

as functioning to educate the son in its original setting." 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Heim's lecture proposes a nuanced way to read Proverbs 10-29, recognizing both the 

independent nature of individual proverbs and their deliberate grouping and adaptation 

by the editors. The concept of variant repetition, he argues, is essential to understanding 

the literary strategies used in the book. This analysis of the proverbs demonstrates that a 

close reading that takes into account the context of the proverbs enriches their meaning 

and highlights the message of the book of Proverbs. It highlights the need for an 

"imaginative" approach to reading that combines detailed analysis with an awareness of 

the larger picture. 
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4. Study Guide:  Heim, Proverbs, Session 10, Proverbs 10:5, 

Variants and Clusters  

Proverbs: Variants and Clusters Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. What is the main difference in the arrangement of material between Proverbs 1-9 

and Proverbs 10-29? 

2. What is a "variant repetition," and why is it significant in understanding Proverbs 

10-29? 

3. In the context of Proverbs, what is the relationship between summer and harvest, 

and why does this matter? 

4. How does Dr. Heim challenge the traditional view of "synonymous parallelism," 

using Proverbs 6:8 as an example? 

5. Explain the concept of inter-linear and trans-linear parallelism, referencing the 

example from Proverbs 30:24-28. 

6. How is Proverbs 10:5 similar to and different from Proverbs 6:8 and 30:25, and 

why are these differences important? 

7. According to Dr. Heim, what is the purpose of the deliberate grouping of 

proverbs, such as those in Proverbs 10:1-5? 

8. What are the three main objections Tremper Longman raises against the idea of 

intentional proverb groupings? 

9. How does Dr. Heim respond to Longman's claim that contextual groupings do not 

enrich the meaning of individual proverbs? 

10. How does Dr. Heim suggest we should approach reading the proverbs in the Book 

of Proverbs to understand them fully? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Proverbs 1-9 features lectures with speeches by Lady Wisdom, while Proverbs 10-

29 consists largely of independent, self-contained sayings. These individual 

sayings in the latter section are not grammatically linked to surrounding verses. 
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2. A variant repetition is when similar proverbs are repeated throughout the book, 

but with slight variations. It is significant because these variations are not 

random, but are intentional and serve editorial and contextual purposes. 

3. Summer and harvest are related, with harvest falling within the summer months. 

In Proverbs, focusing on "harvest" highlights summer as a time for preparing for 

agricultural success, not just a general season. 

4. Dr. Heim challenges the idea of synonymous parallelism by showing that the 

terms in 6:8 are not truly synonymous. They are complementary, such as summer 

and harvest, where each term adds precision to the other. 

5. Inter-linear parallelism refers to the connection between lines within a verse, 

while trans-linear parallelism refers to connections across several verses. In 

Proverbs 30:24-28, the first half-lines and second half-lines of verses 25-28 mirror 

each other. 

6. Proverbs 10:5, like 6:8 and 30:25, touches on the idea of preparation, but focuses 

on a son, rather than an ant, and specifically on gathering in the summer at 

harvest. The differences highlight the contextual and editorial purposes of the 

varied use of these ideas. 

7. The purpose is not random, but rather editorial and strategic, linking proverbs 

through varied repetitions and catchwords, thus creating a model for interpreting 

a larger collection and enriching the meaning of individual sayings. 

8. Longman argues that there are many near identical proverbs added over time, 

the criteria of association are too broad, and there is a lack of consensus among 

scholars who support deliberate groupings. 

9. Dr. Heim counters by arguing that the variations in variant repetitions are 

intentional and are meant to adapt the sayings to their current context. He states 

that the grouping enriches the meanings by creating connections between 

seemingly independent verses. 

10. Dr. Heim suggests a reading approach that considers the proverbs both as 

individual, self-contained units and within the larger context of literary groupings 

and variant repetitions, focusing on details and imagining larger implications. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the implications of Dr. Heim's argument for the presence of "variant 

repetitions" in the Book of Proverbs. How does this concept challenge traditional 

approaches to interpreting biblical wisdom literature, and what new insights does 

it offer? 

2. Analyze Dr. Heim's critique of Tremper Longman's arguments against deliberate 

proverb groupings. Evaluate the strength of both positions, and explain how they 

differ in their approach to the arrangement and interpretation of Proverbs. 

3. Explore the idea of "proverbial clusters" in the Book of Proverbs, based on Dr. 

Heim's analysis. How does the concept of a cluster affect our understanding of 

individual sayings, and what are the key features that define these clusters? 

4. Examine the role of parallelism in the Book of Proverbs, contrasting the 

traditional understanding with Dr. Heim's approach. How does his 

reinterpretation of parallelism enhance our understanding of meaning and 

communication of proverbs? 

5. Based on Dr. Heim's study of Proverbs 6:8, 30:25, and 10:5, how do the 

differences between these variant repetitions create different meanings in the 

context in which each one appears? 
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Glossary 

• Variant Repetition: A literary technique in Proverbs where similar proverbs are 

repeated with slight but significant alterations to fit new contexts. 

• Proverbial Cluster: A deliberate grouping of proverbs linked by catchwords, 

variant repetitions, and other editorial devices. The clusters create a more 

profound meaning and understanding through the context of each other. 

• Synonymous Parallelism: A traditional poetic device in biblical literature where 

two lines express the same idea in slightly different words. Dr. Heim argues that 

parallelism in Proverbs is not synonymous, but rather complementary. 

• Antithetical Parallelism: A traditional poetic device in biblical literature where 

two lines express opposite ideas. 

• Inter-linear Parallelism: A connection and relationship between lines within a 

single verse. 

• Trans-linear Parallelism: Connections and relationships between lines across 

multiple verses. 

• Chiastic Pattern: A literary structure where elements are presented and then 

repeated in reverse order, creating a central focus and a framework. 

• Editorial Strategy: The deliberate methods employed by the editors and authors 

of the Book of Proverbs to arrange and modify the proverbs for specific literary 

and theological effects. 

• Catchword Repetition: The repetition of a particular word or phrase throughout a 

grouping of verses, linking the verses together to form a unit. 

• Solomonic Aphorisms: The independent and self-contained sayings attributed to 

King Solomon in the Book of Proverbs. 
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5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 10, Proverbs 10:5, Variants 

and Clusters, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on Proverbs and Proverbial Clusters 

• What is the primary difference in structure between Proverbs 1-9 and Proverbs 

10-29? Proverbs 1-9 is structured with extended lectures and speeches by Lady 

Wisdom, while Proverbs 10-29 mainly consists of independent, self-contained 

sayings that are not grammatically or syntactically linked. This shift moves from 

connected discourse to a collection of individual proverbs. 

• What are "variant repetitions" in Proverbs, and what purpose do they serve? 

Variant repetitions are proverbs that are similar enough to be recognized as 

related, but also different in characteristic ways. They are not exact repetitions, 

but variations of a similar concept. These variations are not random but serve an 

editorial function. They are deliberately placed to create connections between 

different parts of the book, often adapting to the context they are placed in, 

enriching the understanding of both the original proverb and its new context. 

They create larger literary structures by connecting originally independent 

sayings. 

• How do Proverbs 6:8, 30:25, and 10:5 relate to each other? These verses all 

involve the concept of diligence, particularly in relation to preparing for the 

harvest. Proverbs 6:8 describes an ant preparing food in summer, and 30:25 

describes ants preparing food in summer. 10:5 talks about a son who gathers in 

summer, drawing a parallel with the diligence of the ant. Though the subjects vary 

(singular ant, plural ants, son), they all highlight the importance of preparation 

and hard work. They are variant repetitions, each adapted to its surrounding 

context. 

• What is meant by "parallelism" in Proverbs, and how is it used? Traditional 

analyses of parallelism in Proverbs often categorize it as synonymous or 

antithetical. However, a more nuanced approach reveals that parallelism is often 

complementary. For example, "summer" and "harvest" are not synonymous but 

complementary, with "harvest" adding a more specific agricultural focus to 

"summer," thus deepening the understanding of the overall concept. This 

complements the traditional definition that each half of the verse mirrors the 

other in some way. 
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• How does the context surrounding a proverb influence its interpretation? The 

context surrounding a proverb, or a proverbial cluster, significantly affects its 

meaning. For example, Proverbs 6:8 is part of a unit contrasting the diligence of 

ants with the laziness of sluggards, whereas 30:25 is part of a numerical saying 

about small, wise creatures. Similarly, 10:5 serves as an introduction to a new 

collection of proverbs and is a specific example of the general principles in the 

verses preceding it. These contextual placements alter and enrich the meaning of 

each saying. 

• What are "proverbial clusters" and how do they impact the interpretation of 

Proverbs 10-29? Proverbial clusters are groupings of 3-10 verses linked by various 

kinds of repetitions, especially catchword repetitions. They create literary units 

that are not random. The editor of Proverbs likely altered proverbs to fit these 

contexts and to create connections between individual verses and larger 

collections. These clusters, through the variations between the proverbs, enrich 

the understanding of individual sayings and the larger collection by presenting a 

single idea from different angles. 

• What does it mean to read Proverbs "with imagination," and why is it 

important? Reading with imagination means not simply looking at the surface 

meaning of proverbs but also considering how they interact with their context 

and with other proverbs in the book. This involves a careful analysis of details, 

such as the specific words used and the parallel structures, but not getting stuck 

on the details. Instead, this reading seeks the larger message conveyed through 

the literary arrangement. It is not a fanciful approach but a disciplined one that 

aims to gain a deeper understanding of the text's meaning and intent. 

• How does the presence of variant repetitions and deliberate groupings 

challenge interpretations of Proverbs as being randomly structured? The 

presence of numerous variant repetitions and deliberate groupings suggests that 

the Proverbs were not randomly compiled but carefully edited. The editors of 

Proverbs linked proverbs using variant repetitions, contextually altering them to 

fit specific groups, to create a large and intentional literary arrangement. This 

intentional ordering contradicts the idea of individual verses standing on their 

own, with random placement. Understanding this challenges the approach that 

would treat every proverb completely independently and urges an examination of 

how the proverbs function within their literary context. 


