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1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 9, “Prosperity Gospel,”
Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org, BelL

This lecture excerpt from Dr. Knut Heim's Proverbs series explores the concept of
prosperity as presented in the Book of Proverbs. Heim analyzes various proverbs,
focusing on the relationship between wealth acquisition and social responsibility. He
examines the pitfalls of get-rich-quick schemes, highlighting the importance of
diligence, honesty, and generosity. The lecture also emphasizes the moral and
theological implications of wealth, advocating for responsible stewardship and care for
the poor. Ultimately, Heim proposes a "true gospel of prosperity" centered on character,
virtue, and benefiting others.

2. 28 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Heim, Session 9 — Double click icon to play in Windows
media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and
click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament = Psalms &
Wisdom - Proverbs).
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3. Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 9, “Prosperity
Gospel,” Part 2

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from
the provided lecture excerpt on Proverbs and the Prosperity Gospel:

Briefing Document: Proverbs and Prosperity

Overarching Theme: The lecture explores the concept of prosperity as presented in the
Book of Proverbs, focusing on the connection between wealth acquisition, social
responsibility, and the dangers of misinterpreting these teachings. Dr. Heim aims to
present a balanced view, distinguishing between genuine prosperity and the problematic
"prosperity gospel" that often emphasizes a transactional relationship with God based
on giving and receiving material blessings.

Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Acquisition of Wealth:

e Proverbs offers practical, down-to-earth advice on financial success. Many
proverbs focus on practical wisdom rather than explicit religious values,
emphasizing the importance of hard work and diligence.

e Generosity is presented as a characteristic that leads to long-term reward, while
selfishness and cruelty lead to punishment. This is framed in terms of character,
virtues, and how individuals interact with others. As Heim states, "Those who are
selfish in order to get something for themselves will ultimately be impoverished in
a general sense. Those who are generous and sow righteousness, who want to
benefit others, will ultimately benefit themselves."

e A cluster of proverbs from Chapter 11 emphasizes that those who sow
righteousness and are generous will benefit themselves, not just materially but in
all areas of life.

e The lecture questions the common use of Proverbs 11:24 ("Some give freely, yet
grow all the richer") in prosperity gospel teaching. Heim notes: "Where it
becomes problematic, however, is when people make this into a deed-
consequence nexus or connection, where it will always be like this..."



. Critique of Laziness and Get-Rich-Quick Schemes:

Proverbs strongly condemns laziness as a path to ruin and poverty. Several
passages from different chapters paint a vivid picture of the lazy person’s
downfall, employing humor and ridicule. Heim highlights: “Laziness brings on
deep sleep. An idle person will suffer hunger."

Get-rich-quick schemes are presented as futile and ultimately harmful. Numerous
verses emphasize the importance of diligence, hard work, and a long-term
perspective when pursuing financial success, warning against the fleeting nature
of quickly acquired wealth. Heim references Proverbs 23:4-5: "Do not wear
yourself out to get rich. Be wise enough to desist. When your eyes light upon it, it
is gone. For suddenly it takes wings to itself, flying like an eagle toward heaven."

The lecture argues that get-rich-quick schemes often lead to moral compromise
and immoral behavior, and the desire to obtain riches quickly can overshadow
other values like relationships and integrity.

. The Futility of lll-Gotten Gain:

The lecture emphasizes that wealth acquired through wickedness provides no
lasting profit or satisfaction. Proverbs ties this type of gain to sin, in direct
contrast to the righteous path, which leads to life. Heim states "Treasures gained
by wickedness do not profit, but righteousness delivers from death".

Heim highlights that the "fortress" of wealth for the rich can be the result of
righteous living, which leads to life in contrast to the "ruin" of the wicked poor.

The lecture notes that the book advocates for diligence, honesty, and hard work
rather than "lazy" schemes.

The lecture points to the importance of character over action, and "true
prosperity over material gain."

Diligence and Its Rewards:

Diligence is consistently portrayed as a path to success, prosperity, and high social
standing. Proverbs contrasts the diligent with the foolish, wicked, and criminal,
emphasizing the benefits of hard work.

Heim emphasizes that the diligent will eventually lead and others will work for
them. But that diligence doesn't just refer to physical labor, as a verse suggests
that "manual labor has its rewards."



The lecture challenges those who view charitable giving as a substitute for
consistent, honest work. Dr. Heim argues, "If you want to gain true prosperity
from God, do not use generous giving to Christian ministries as a substitute for
diligent, consistent, honest work."

The lecture points out that prosperity teachings are perhaps more addressed to
the wealthy, as the poor are often more generous.

. Connection Between Diligence/Righteousness and Laziness/Wickedness:

The lecture emphasizes that Proverbs connects diligence and righteousness with
wealth and social standing, contrasting this with laziness and wickedness, which
lead to dissatisfied prosperity, poverty, and shame.

A number of verses explore the connection between a righteous life and true
prosperity, as well as laziness and wickedness. The lecture observes that the
"blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he has no sorrow with it."

Heim argues that laziness hurts not only the lazy person, but also those who
employ them.

. Other Factors for Success:

The lecture identifies various other behaviors and traits that contribute to success
and prosperity, such as conscientiousness, shrewdness, motivation, and the right
priorities.

Heim points out that "skills bring success" including rhetorical skills and pleasant
speech.

. Social Responsibility and Care for the Poor:

The Book of Proverbs makes frequent and prominent statements about caring for
the poor and vulnerable, emphasizing that engagement with the poor is ethical,
desirable, and rewarding.

Heim notes: "The poor are disliked even by their neighbors, but the rich have
many friends."

The lecture highlights that the poor are vulnerable and the well-off have a
responsibility to care for them even when they have no power over them. Heim
notes, "Do not rob the poor because they are poor or crush the afflicted at the
gate for the Lord pleads their cause and despoils of life those who despoil them."



The source text emphasizes the theological grounding of caring for the poor,
highlighting a divine preference for the needy. It emphasizes that "Those who
oppress the poor insult their maker, but those who are kind to the needy honor
him." Generous giving is highlighted, but particularly to the poor.

The lecture explores the responsibilities of the powerful toward the vulnerable,
linking leadership in the public and private sphere to ethical behavior and
accountability. It quotes the wisdom literature from Proverbs: "If a ruler listens to
falsehood, all his officials will be wicked. If a king judges the poor with equity, his
throne will be established forever."

. Critique of Surety and Lending Practices:

The lecture briefly touches on the idea that giving pledges and risky business
ventures involving high interest rates are potentially ruinous and morally flawed.

The text highlights that "the rich rule over the poor and the borrower is the slave
of the lender."

. The Ideal of Balance:

The lecture concludes with a reflection on Agur's prayer in Proverbs 30:8-9, which
seeks neither poverty nor riches, but rather a balanced life of dependence on God
and service to others. "Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with the food
that | need. Or | shall be full and deny you and say, Who is the Lord? Or | shall be
poor and steal and profane the name of my God."

The prayer acknowledges that poverty should not be minimized and is a serious
problem, but also that riches can lead to self-reliance and indifference to God.

Ultimately, the lecture asserts that the "true gospel of prosperity" is not about
material wealth alone but is also deeply concerned with character, virtue, and
relationships with God and others. The prosperity promoted in Proverbs is about
the long-term "good, rich, healthy, and rewarding relationships" fostered by a life
of character and virtue.



Key Quote:

o "What the Book of Proverbs is fostering in the larger scheme of things is character
and virtue over money and prosperity and physical value."

Conclusion:

This lecture provides a nuanced perspective on the concept of prosperity within the
Book of Proverbs. It cautions against a simplistic, transactional view of faith, where
generosity is seen as a direct investment for personal wealth. Instead, it emphasizes the
importance of diligence, integrity, generosity toward the poor, and a focus on character
development over material gain. The lecture presents a "true gospel of prosperity" that
seeks a balance between material well-being and spiritual growth, ultimately aiming for
a life that honors God and benefits others. It challenges both the very poor and the very
rich to evaluate their lives in relationship to the living God.



4. Study Guide: Heim, Proverbs, Session 9, “Prosperity
Gospel,” Part 2

Proverbs on Prosperity: A Study Guide

Quiz

Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.

1. According to the lecture, what is a key theme connecting wealth acquisition and
social responsibility in Proverbs?

2. How does the lecture interpret the proverb, "Some give freely, yet grow all the
richer"? Where does it become problematic to apply this proverb?

3. How does the lecture connect laziness, wickedness, and religious hypocrisy, and
what is a warning given to "deluded Christians?"

4. What is the main point made by the lecture about "get-rich-quick" schemes? Give
one specific example from the text.

5. How does the lecture contrast the diligent and the lazy, and what are the
implications of each for gaining prosperity?

6. What does the lecture suggest about the relationship between diligence,
righteousness, and social prestige in Proverbs?

7. According to the lecture, what are some of the practical things that can lead to
success, social prestige, and material prosperity?

8. How does the lecture describe the common attitude toward the poor, and what
should be the contrasting view?

9. What theological ground does the lecture provide in support of caring for the
poor?

10.Summarize Agur's prayer in Proverbs 30:7-9, and what insight does it offer about
prosperity and poverty?

Quiz Answer Key

1. The lecture explores the connection between acquiring wealth and the social
obligation that comes with it. The theme is how to gain wealth justly and then use
it to benefit others, emphasizing both personal and communal responsibility.



. The lecture understands this proverb as a general observation that generosity
often leads to increased wealth. It becomes problematic when it is taken as a rigid
cause-and-effect relationship where giving always guarantees financial gain,
which is a central tenet of the prosperity gospel.

. The lecture argues that laziness leads to a desire for wealth without work, a
desire that is matched by the wicked, who covet. Religious hypocrisy arises when
people give to the Lord selfishly, expecting to get back more without working,
thus nullifying the generous act.

. The lecture argues that get-rich-quick schemes are ultimately fruitless and can
lead to moral and social consequences, referencing Proverbs 23:4-5 to show how
wealth gained in this way may quickly disappear.

. The lecture posits that diligence is associated with wisdom and success, while
laziness is ridiculed and leads to poverty and shame. Diligence is seen as a key
factor in gaining genuine prosperity, while laziness is a barrier.

. The lecture connects diligence with righteousness, wisdom, and high social

standing, contrasting this with laziness, wickedness, and even criminality. It

argues that the path of diligence and righteousness is what will lead to true,
lasting prosperity.

. The lecture highlights a range of practical behaviors such as conscientiousness,
shrewdness, having the right motivation, proper investment, right priorities, skills,
and rhetorical ability, which can lead to success and prosperity.

. The lecture describes the common attitude as one where the poor are disliked
and shunned, while the rich have many friends, yet it argues that engagement
with the poor is ethically rewarding and desirable, reflecting kindness and justice.

. The lecture states that Proverbs frames caring for the poor as an act that honors
God and reflects a divine preference for the needy. It highlights verses that
suggest kindness to the poor is seen as "lending to the Lord."

10. Agur’s prayer asks for neither poverty nor riches, but for just enough sustenance,

as both extremes can lead to moral and spiritual pitfalls. This prayer underscores
the importance of a balanced, God-centered life, as opposed to pursuing
prosperity at all costs.



Essay Questions

1. Analyze how the lecture uses various clusters of proverbs in chapter 11 to build
its argument regarding the connection between character, generosity, and true
prosperity.

2. Discuss the critique of the prosperity gospel presented in the lecture, focusing on
its interpretation of giving and the "deed-consequence nexus." How does the
lecture differentiate between genuine generosity and selfish giving?

3. Using examples from the text, describe how the lecture emphasizes the
importance of diligence, hard work, and sound practical actions as opposed to
"get-rich-quick schemes" and laziness in the pursuit of true prosperity.

4. Explore the relationship between the rich and poor as portrayed in the lecture,
particularly focusing on the ethical responsibilities of the wealthy and powerful
towards the vulnerable, including examples from the lecture.

5. Evaluate the lecture's overall message about what constitutes true prosperity,
and discuss how it synthesizes practical wisdom, ethical behavior, and a
theological perspective.
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Glossary of Key Terms

Deed-Consequence Nexus: The idea that specific actions always lead to predetermined
outcomes, often used in the prosperity gospel to assert that generosity will inevitably
lead to material wealth.

Diligence: Consistent and earnest effort, perseverance in one’s work, a key virtue
associated with true prosperity in the Book of Proverbs.

Generosity: The willingness to give freely and share one’s resources with others,
especially the needy, which is considered an ethical imperative in Proverbs.

lll-gotten Gain: Wealth acquired through dishonest or immoral means, often linked to
get-rich-quick schemes, and which Proverbs deems to be ultimately fruitless.

Laziness: The avoidance of work or exertion, leading to poverty, shame, and negative
social outcomes according to the Book of Proverbs.

Prosperity Gospel: A theological teaching that suggests God rewards faith with financial
success and material prosperity, often criticized for focusing on personal gain instead of
genuine faith and virtue.

Righteousness: Moral uprightness, virtuous character, and ethical behavior, which are
viewed as foundational for a life of true prosperity.

Social Responsibility: The moral obligation to act for the benefit of society, especially in
regards to the poor and vulnerable, often connected to the proper use of wealth.

True Prosperity: A state of well-being that encompasses material abundance, but also
incorporates ethical behavior, healthy relationships, and a right relationship with God, as
opposed to just financial wealth.

Virtue Ethics: A moral framework that emphasizes the importance of character
development and cultivating virtues (like diligence, generosity, righteousness) as a
means to achieve true prosperity.
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5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 9, “Prosperity Gospel,”
Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Prosperity in Proverbs
1. What is the primary focus of the book of Proverbs regarding wealth acquisition?

2. The book of Proverbs emphasizes that true wealth acquisition is tied to practical,
down-to-earth economic wisdom, hard work, diligence, and ethical behavior. It
often stresses that generosity and righteousness will ultimately lead to prosperity,
while selfishness and cruelty will lead to hardship. The focus is less on religious
acts and more on the daily practices of being honest and hardworking. However,
the book also stresses that the practical advice needs to be undergirded by
character, a generous attitude, and virtuous practices.

3. How does Proverbs connect generosity with personal benefit?

4. Proverbs teaches that those who are generous and seek to benefit others will
ultimately benefit themselves. It's not a simple transaction, but rather a principle
that those who "sow righteousness" will receive a "true reward". The book also
points out that this generosity should not be motivated by a desire to get
something back from God or others, but to make other people's lives better. True
generosity has a social and community component to it, focused on the needs of
others.

5. What is Proverbs' view on "get-rich-quick" schemes?

6. Proverbs strongly condemns "get-rich-quick" schemes. It states they are
ultimately useless and lead to negative consequences. It emphasizes that wealth
quickly acquired is often short-lived and may not bring satisfaction. Furthermore,
such schemes are often associated with moral compromises and potentially
disastrous social, religious, and moral ramifications. The text advises against
wearing oneself out trying to get rich quickly, as such efforts are often in vain.
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7. What is the role of hard work and diligence in achieving prosperity, according to
Proverbs?

Proverbs highly values hard work and diligence as crucial to achieving true prosperity. It
presents laziness as a path to ruin and poverty, ridiculing it as a self-defeating and
shameful attitude. Diligence, on the other hand, is linked to wisdom, righteousness, and
ultimately, social prestige and leadership. It emphasizes that those who work hard will
eventually come to a place of being able to direct the work of others. It is by diligent,
honest and hard work as a positive contrast to laziness and immoral behavior that true
prosperity is attained.

1. How does Proverbs link character and virtue with material prosperity?

2. The book of Proverbs promotes the idea that character and virtue are more
important than material gain, but also that they often lead to prosperity. It
contrasts diligent, righteous individuals with the lazy and wicked. It posits that
living righteously leads to a more fulfilling and prosperous life both with God and
with neighbours, while wickedness leads to hardship and shame. Therefore,
character and virtue are ultimately the source of true prosperity in Proverbs.

3. What is the attitude of Proverbs towards the poor and vulnerable, and what
responsibilities do the well-off have?

4. Proverbs emphasizes a strong sense of responsibility for the poor and vulnerable.
While recognizing that the poor are sometimes marginalized and disliked, it
stresses that helping and caring for them is both ethical and desirable. The book
teaches that those who are kind to the poor are honoring God, and such
generosity leads to genuine blessing. It also warns against oppressing or
exploiting the poor for personal gain. The rich and powerful have a responsibility
to use their positions to protect the rights and needs of the disadvantaged, and
when they fail, their positions become unstable.

5. What are some of the practical behaviors or principles that Proverbs
recommends for achieving success?

Proverbs recommends a range of practical behaviors for achieving true prosperity. These
include conscientiousness, shrewdness, and a strong work ethic. Also recommended is a
willingness to give generously to those in need and proper planning and prioritizing.
Proverbs warns against bribery, high-interest rates, and risky business ventures that
impoverish others. It ultimately advocates for honest dealings, skills development, wise
speech, and a long-term perspective in order to achieve success.



1.

2.
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What is the overall message of Proverbs regarding prosperity and the role of
God init?

The overall message of Proverbs is that true prosperity is not just about material
wealth but involves holistic well-being, ethical conduct, and a right relationship
with God and others. It is a book that emphasizes character, virtue, diligent work,
and generosity towards the poor. God’s blessing and guidance is seen as vital in
life, but the primary focus of the book is more on how to live well and less on God
directly providing wealth. The book recognizes that both poverty and wealth can
pose spiritual and moral challenges and that the pursuit of a balanced life of
dependence on God and service to others is the key to true and lasting prosperity.
It does not glorify poverty, and it does not idolize wealth. Instead, it calls for a
healthy attitude toward material possessions, whatever a person's financial
status, with the goal of using wealth to bless others rather than oneself.



