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1. Abstract of Heim, Proverbs, Session 5, Highlights from Proverbs 1-9, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
 Dr. Knut Heim's lecture on Proverbs 1-9 explores modern methods of interpreting biblical poetry, emphasizing the importance of imaginative reading. He uses Proverbs 3:9-10 as a case study, arguing against a simplistic "prosperity gospel" interpretation and suggesting the passage instead addresses the responsible stewardship of wealth among the affluent. Heim then connects the Old Testament, particularly its poetry, to the New Testament, asserting that the Old Testament's depiction of faith throughout history remains highly relevant for modern Christians and Jews, offering guidance for living faithfully amidst challenges and contributing to the common good. The lecture promotes skillful interpretation to understand the deeper meaning and ethical implications of biblical texts.
2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Heim, Session 5 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Psalms & Wisdom  Proverbs). 




3.  Briefing Document: Heim, Proverbs, Session 5, Highlights from Proverbs 1-9
Top of Form
Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided lecture excerpts by Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs 1-9.
Briefing Document: Dr. Knut Heim on Proverbs 1-9
Introduction: This lecture by Dr. Knut Heim focuses on interpreting the poetry of the Book of Proverbs, particularly chapters 1-9. He emphasizes the importance of modern linguistic and literary approaches, and uses a specific passage (Proverbs 3:9-10) as a case study to illustrate these principles. Additionally, Dr. Heim discusses the broader hermeneutical context of the Old Testament for modern Christians and Jews.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Modern Interpretation of Poetry:
· Linguistic Context: Dr. Heim highlights how modern linguistics helps us understand that word meanings shift based on context, and that word combinations create meanings beyond the sum of individual words. He sees ambiguity as an asset in poetry, not a flaw.
· "Modern linguistics helps us to understand how words acquire different meanings in different contexts, and how word combinations produce meaning that far outstrips the sum of the meanings of the individual parts."
· Poetic Parallelism: Scholars have moved past simplistic understandings of poetic parallelism in Hebrew poetry, rediscovering its beauty.
· Critical Theory: Critical theory inspires us to ask fresh questions of familiar texts, find their modern relevance, and become active participants in their meaning.
· Metaphor: The study of metaphors is crucial for understanding how they shape our thinking and lives.
· Hermeneutics: We must read biblical poetry with humility and imagination. As Luis Alonso Schökel said, "What has been written with imagination must be read with imagination."


1. The Power and Responsibility of Interpretation:
· Poetic metaphors in the Bible are powerful, and they can be used for good or abused for evil. Responsible interpretation is key.
· Superficial interpretations can lead to dangerous misunderstandings and reinforce harmful presuppositions.
· "Poetic metaphors in the Bible are immensely powerful, and they can be used as forces for good or abused to promote or justify evil."
1. Laws vs. Poetry in the Bible:
· Laws set minimum standards of acceptable behavior, not ideals.
· Referring to Gordon Wenham: "they do not disclose the ideals of lawgivers but only the limits of their tolerance."
· Poetry reveals the dreams and hopes of God’s people, and presents ideals for fulfilled and purposeful lives, actively contributing to the common good.
· "In its beautiful words and phrases and its powerful thoughts and emotions and ethical challenges, we actually do come face to face with the dreams and hopes of the people of God."
1. Case Study: Proverbs 3:9-10 and the "Prosperity Gospel":
· The verses "Honor the Lord with your substance...Then your barns will be filled with plenty..." are often used to support the prosperity gospel, implying that godliness leads to wealth and that giving to religious organizations guarantees financial rewards.
· Dr. Heim argues against this simplistic interpretation. He points out that verses about barns and vats being filled are not directed towards the poor, but the already wealthy.
· He posits that the verses are a “gospel for the rich”, challenging them to put God first through generosity.
· Giving will increase their wealth to a level of surplus without excess. It's not about hoarding more wealth, but becoming more generous.
· The excess should be given away, continuing a cycle of abundance and generosity to glorify God.
· "Not for one's own enrichment, but for a prosperity of the heart that glorifies God through enriching others."
1. The Importance of Interpretive Skills:
· Reading biblical poetry requires skill, imagination, and wisdom, which are developed through hard work, commitment, and perseverance.
· The rewards of skillful interpretation are significant, leading to personal transformation and positive impacts for the common good.
1. The Old Testament is the New Testament:
· Dr. Heim presents a provocative statement that the Old Testament is the New Testament, meaning the OT is essential for understanding the life of faith in the here and now.
· He contrasts the New Testament, which he sees as primarily focused on preparing readers for heaven, with the Old Testament, which addresses the challenges of living in a complex world as a "beleaguered minority" like ancient Israel.
· The Old Testament, written over 1000 years, offers a comprehensive picture of the spiritual and physical struggles of the people of God, their triumphs and failures, and provides wisdom and inspiration.
· The Christian church, often facing similar challenges as ancient Israel, finds practical guidance and hope in the Old Testament for a life of faith.
· The OT inspires for survival in injustice, humility in self-aggrandizement, and service for the common good.
Conclusion: Dr. Heim's lecture stresses that reading the book of Proverbs, and biblical poetry more broadly, should be approached with careful consideration of the text’s nuances and context. He advocates for modern methods of interpretation and challenges superficial understandings, especially within prosperity gospel contexts. He reasserts the enduring relevance of the Old Testament for both Jewish and Christian faith, emphasizing its role in guiding followers through the realities of life. Ultimately, his message calls for an imaginative engagement with scripture for the transformation of individuals and communities.
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4. Study Guide:  Heim, Proverbs, Session 5, Highlights 
 	from Proverbs 1-9 Top of Form
Top of Form
Proverbs: A Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. According to modern linguistics, how does context affect the meaning of words?
2. What do modern scholars of Hebrew poetry help us to understand about poetic parallelism?
3. How does modern critical theory invite readers to engage with familiar texts?
4. How does the study of metaphors help us understand complex problems?
5. According to Dr. Heim, what famous quote should we remember about reading poetry?
6. According to Gordon Wenham, what do laws reveal about the ideals of lawgivers?
7. How does Dr. Heim interpret the verses about prosperity in Proverbs 3:9-10?
8. What does Dr. Heim suggest the generous giver should do with their excess fortune?
9. Why does Dr. Heim say that, "For me, the Old Testament is the New Testament?"
10. What role does Dr. Heim say the Old Testament serves for the modern Church?
Quiz Answer Key
1. Modern linguistics demonstrates that words acquire different meanings based on their context. Furthermore, the combination of words often creates meanings that go beyond the sum of the individual parts, adding layers of complexity.
2. Modern scholars of Hebrew poetry help us move beyond simple interpretations of parallelism. They allow us to rediscover the nuanced beauty and varied structures of Hebrew poetic form.
3. Modern critical theory prompts readers to ask new and fresh questions about texts, inspiring us to rediscover their relevance in contemporary settings. This empowers us to participate in creating meaning.
4. The study of metaphors helps us recognize how the metaphors we use to discuss complex problems deeply influence our thinking and our lives, shaping our perceptions and actions.
5. Dr. Heim emphasizes Luis Alonso Schökel's quote: "What has been written with imagination must be read with imagination," urging an active, imaginative engagement with poetic texts.
6. Gordon Wenham argues that laws do not fully represent the ideals of lawgivers but reveal the minimum standards they will tolerate. They show the limits of acceptable behavior rather than societal aspirations.
7. Dr. Heim interprets Proverbs 3:9-10 not as a prosperity gospel for the poor, but as guidance for the wealthy, encouraging them to prioritize God through their generosity.
8. Dr. Heim suggests that the generous giver, when faced with excess, should continue the cycle of generosity by giving away their surplus. This demonstrates that the goal is not hoarding but instead sharing the blessing.
9. Dr. Heim says, "For me, the Old Testament is the New Testament," to highlight the Old Testament's focus on living a faithful life in this world, contrasting the New Testament's emphasis on the life to come.
10. Dr. Heim says that the Old Testament, especially its poetry, provides inspiration for a life lived well, offering wisdom for survival, humility, and service, essential for the modern Church.


Essay Questions
Instructions: Answer each of the following essay questions in a well-structured, analytical essay.
1. Discuss the ways that modern approaches to language, literature, and hermeneutics have transformed the way we interpret biblical poetry, as described by Dr. Heim. How have these changes enriched or challenged traditional interpretations?
2. Analyze Dr. Heim's interpretation of Proverbs 3:9-10. How does his approach differ from traditional "prosperity gospel" readings? What are the implications of his alternative reading for understanding biblical principles of wealth and generosity?
3. Explore the significance of metaphors in the Bible, as discussed by Dr. Heim. How do these metaphors impact our understanding of spiritual truths, and what are the dangers of misinterpreting them? How can the study of metaphor shape our thinking?
4. Compare and contrast the roles of the Old Testament and the New Testament, according to Dr. Heim. How does his statement, "the Old Testament is the New Testament," illuminate the purpose and ongoing relevance of the Hebrew Bible for modern Christians?
5. Drawing from the lecture's key points, discuss how the poetic qualities of the Book of Proverbs enhance its impact and relevance for contemporary believers. In what ways can embracing interpretive virtues lead to personal and communal transformation?


Glossary of Key Terms
· Modern Linguistics: The scientific study of language, focusing on its structure, history, and acquisition. Modern linguistics helps us understand how words gain different meanings in varied contexts.
· Poetic Parallelism: A characteristic feature of Hebrew poetry where lines or phrases are structured to correspond with each other in terms of meaning, structure, or sound. Modern scholars have moved beyond simplistic understandings of this concept to appreciate a broader range of poetic devices.
· Modern Critical Theory: A set of approaches to literary and cultural analysis that encourages readers to ask fresh questions of familiar texts and engage in the production of meaning.
· Metaphor: A figure of speech that compares one thing to another, often to provide deeper understanding. Metaphors shape how we think about and understand the world and complex problems.
· Hermeneutics: The theory and methodology of interpreting texts. Modern hermeneutics focuses on reading with humility and expectation, acknowledging the role of imagination in understanding meaning.
· Prosperity Gospel: A belief system that teaches that financial blessing and physical health are always God's will for those who are faithful and that they are linked to generosity, particularly in financial giving.
· First Fruits: The earliest portion of a harvest or produce, traditionally given as an offering to God.
· Old Testament/Hebrew Bible: The first section of the Christian Bible and the sacred scripture of Judaism, containing the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. Dr. Heim views the Old Testament as a resource for living a faithful life in this world.
· New Testament: The second section of the Christian Bible, focusing on the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the Christian church.
· Interpretive Virtues: The skills, imagination, and wisdom needed to understand the layers of meaning in the Bible, especially poetry. These virtues are developed through commitment, hard work, and perseverance.
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5. FAQs on Heim, Proverbs, Session 5, Highlights from 
 	Proverbs 1-9, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
FAQ on Interpreting Proverbs and the Old Testament
· How does modern linguistic study enhance our understanding of the poetry in Proverbs?
· Modern linguistics reveals that words change meaning based on context and that word combinations can have meaning beyond the sum of their parts. It encourages us to appreciate ambiguity in poetry as a strength rather than a flaw, and to understand how metaphors shape our understanding of complex problems and influence our lives. Modern linguistics is also helping to deepen our understanding of Hebrew poetry, moving past simplistic ideas of poetic parallelism.
· Why is an imaginative reading approach crucial for understanding biblical poetry, especially in Proverbs?
· An imaginative reading approach, as emphasized by scholars like Luis Alonso Schökel, is necessary to truly understand the intentions behind biblical poetry. It recognizes that poetry is crafted with creativity and must therefore be interpreted with equal creativity. This approach allows readers to engage with the transformative potential of the text and move past literal, surface-level understandings. It enables us to become proactive participants in the text's production of meaning and make it relevant to our modern contexts.
· How do the ethical implications of law versus poetry in the Bible differ, according to the lecture?
· The lecture posits that biblical laws represent minimum standards of behavior and reflect compromises in enforcement, revealing the limits of tolerance rather than ideals. By contrast, the poetry of the Bible, including the Book of Proverbs, presents the ideals and dreams of God's people, showing us a vision of purposeful and fulfilled lives actively contributing to the common good, thus moving us beyond simply avoiding wrongdoing.


· What is the proper interpretation of Proverbs 3:9-10 regarding prosperity?
· Proverbs 3:9-10, often used in prosperity gospel teachings, is interpreted in the lecture as not a promise of automatic wealth for the poor, but rather a call for the already wealthy to be generous. The text highlights that those with existing wealth (multiple barns and vats) should use their resources to honor God by being generous, trusting that their giving will lead to a surplus, not a loss. It advocates for a virtuous cycle of generosity that enriches both the giver and others.
· What does the lecturer mean by saying, "The Old Testament is the New Testament"?
· This statement, delivered provocatively, suggests that the Old Testament offers vital guidance on how to live faithfully and practically in the world. While the New Testament often emphasizes preparing for the life to come and heaven, the Old Testament, written over a longer span of history and by a community that faced a variety of trials, provides a profound and relevant roadmap for faith, resilience, and ethical living in the present. The Old Testament portrays the realities of human life-- including its struggles, triumphs, and failures. It demonstrates that faith involves living in the real world while simultaneously aspiring to the ideal.
· Why does the lecturer emphasize the importance of skills, imagination and wisdom when reading Biblical poetry?
· Interpreting poetry, particularly in the Bible, demands a combination of skill, imagination, and wisdom. These virtues are essential to avoid misinterpretations and to extract the transformative power of the poetry. It requires active engagement with the text, a willingness to go beyond literal readings, and a commitment to ethical understanding. Such an approach is not easy, requiring hard work and perseverance. However, these interpretive virtues ultimately lead to abundant and rewarding benefits.


· How does the Old Testament offer a model for the church, given that its history is so old?
· The lecturer points out that the Old Testament offers a model for the church because its history parallels that of the church. The Old Testament depicts the highs and lows, the triumphs and failures, of a community of believers often existing as a beleaguered minority. These experiences in ancient Israel are mirrored in the historical experience of the church across many generations and in various parts of the world. This shared history of highs and lows makes the Old Testament a relevant inspiration for living well, serving others, and maintaining humility. The Old Testament shows the church how to navigate injustice and suffering with faith and to be a positive force in the world.
· How can metaphors in the Bible be both powerful and potentially dangerous?
· Metaphors in the Bible possess great power to shape thinking, and, when used responsibly and skillfully, they can be forces for good. However, superficial and less-than-competent interpretations can turn metaphors into dangerous traps that can mislead and promote negative outcomes. Thus, careful consideration and profound understanding of biblical language is vital to ensure the proper application of biblical ideas and to promote ethical and positive outcomes.
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