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1. Abstract of deSilva, Hebrews, Session 14, Key Focal Points for Preaching on Hebrews Today, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. David deSilva's lecture on the Book of Hebrews highlights five key themes for modern application. First, prioritizing faith's eternal rewards over worldly distractions. Second, emphasizing the steadfast security found in Christ, contrasting it with the instability of earthly things. Third, the importance of responding to God's grace with grateful obedience and service. Fourth, cultivating mutual support and accountability within the Christian community. Finally, extending this community to global believers facing persecution.

2. 15-minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. deSilva’s, Hebrews, Session 14 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  General Epistles  Hebrews). 
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3. Briefing DocumentTop of Form
Top of Form
Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. David A. deSilva's "Hebrews, Session 14," focusing on their relevance for preaching:
Briefing Document: Dr. David A. deSilva - Hebrews, Session 14
Introduction This document summarizes the key points from Dr. David A. deSilva's "Hebrews, Session 14," which focuses on the enduring relevance of the Book of Hebrews for contemporary Christian preaching. DeSilva identifies five key "keywords" that encapsulate the author of Hebrews' message and provide a framework for sermons. These themes are not just for the original audience but for Christians of every generation, urging us not to harden our hearts but to heed God's voice.
Key Themes and Ideas
1. Don't Lose Sight of Life's Top Priority:
· Central Idea: The most important thing in life is our response to God's revelation in Jesus. This message must take precedence over all other messages and distractions.
· Supporting Points:God has spoken definitively through Jesus, offering a complete revelation of Himself, promises of deliverance, and eternal life.
· "In Jesus, God gave the most complete revelation of who God is. In Jesus, all the earlier revelations of God come together with brilliant clarity and fullness."
· The visible world is temporary and will be shaken, while a superior, eternal realm awaits. Therefore, we should prioritize what belongs to this eternal realm.
· "Everything that can be seen is a temporary reality... Beyond the visible earth and heaven stands a superior eternal realm, heaven itself."
· The danger is not primarily apostasy, but distraction and losing focus by prioritizing temporary, worldly concerns.
· Examples of such distractions include: material possessions, status, and worldly pursuits that detract from growth in faith, service to God, and discipleship.
· Responding faithfully to God's word means living by faith, which is more than just belief, it is making daily decisions based on eternal and invisible realities.
· "Faith acts as if all of God's promises are true and reliable. Faith always orders life with a view to pleasing God...rather than settling for the shallow wages that the world offers to its devotees."
· Relevance for Preaching: Preachers must continually reinforce this basic Christian worldview, encouraging congregations to prioritize God's voice and Kingdom above all else. > "The preacher would have our first priority be to respond to the word that God has spoken and still speaks."
1. Don't Lose Sight of What You Have in Christ:
· Central Idea: Christians possess incredible blessings and resources in Christ, which serve as both an anchor for their soul and a source of strength to persevere in faith.
· Supporting Points:We have a great high priest in Jesus, who has entered the heavens on our behalf.
· We possess absolute security and stability in Jesus. He is unchanging and reliable, unlike the ever-shifting realities of the world.
· “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
· We have access to God's full support and resources for our spiritual journey, with the ability to come confidently to the throne of grace and obtain mercy.
· Prayer is essential, as we can seek favor from God and are assured of His help because of Jesus' intercession.
· We have a holy, priestly calling, not just for ministry professionals but for every believer. This means that our lives are to be set apart for service to God through worship, prayer, and acts of love.
· "Every Christian's whole life can be set apart as holy for service to God through witness, worship, and acts of love and sharing."
· Relevance for Preaching: The preacher should emphasize the wealth of benefits that Christ has secured for us, thus encouraging faithfulness and endurance in the face of challenges and temptations.
1. Don't Lose Sight of What is Due God:
· Central Idea: Our lives should be marked by gratitude and a response to God's grace, not merely focus on what is due to ourselves.
· Supporting Points:The natural tendency toward self-centeredness leads to sin and double-mindedness, thus hindering our spiritual progress.
· We should be more mindful of what we owe God than what we want for ourselves.
· "The preacher also reminds us of what is due God and tells us to keep that first and foremost in our minds before our eyes."
· Gratitude is our primary response to God's grace. This response should fuel our love for God and for our neighbors.
· Our acts of love and service to other believers serve as a tangible demonstration of our gratitude.
· True grace does not mean the freedom to neglect our response of gratitude, which includes actions of service and obedience, not just words.
· A proper understanding of grace and our response to it leads to an understanding of justification and sanctification, faith and discipleship, and belief and practice.
· Relevance for Preaching: Preaching should lead to a life transformed by gratitude to God, marked by acts of love and service. We must counter "cheap grace" by calling for wholehearted response. > "...Preaching Hebrews challenges us to provide our congregations with opportunities to respond honorably to God with our service and our obedience..."
1. Don't Lose Sight of One Another:
· Central Idea: The Christian journey is a communal effort. We need the support, encouragement, and accountability of our fellow believers.
· Supporting Points:We are partners with Christ in a heavenly calling, and therefore responsible for looking after one another.
· We must guard each other against the dangers of distrust and against the temptation to give up on our faith journey.
· The church is a community of support, and we have a responsibility to challenge each other to stay focused on God.
· We are to offer each other help in recognizing and combating the pull of sin, and support for those experiencing persecution.
· Hospitality plays a vital role in spiritual growth and outreach.
· We should be intentional about encouraging the sharing of God's goodness that we see and experience.
· Relevance for Preaching: The preacher must emphasize that religion is not a private matter, and encourage congregations to invest in meaningful relationships and support one another, and to think globally about our Christian family.
1. Run Together:
· Central Idea: The Christian life is not a competition among individuals, but a shared race in which we support and encourage one another.
· Supporting Points:We run together, hand in hand, helping and supporting one another.
· The goal is for everyone who starts the race to finish well.
· Relevance for Preaching: Emphasize the communal aspect of our calling and that we are all to finish together as a body.
Conclusion
Dr. deSilva's analysis of Hebrews offers vital direction for preaching today. By focusing on these five keywords, preachers can challenge their congregations to live out their faith with a clear understanding of their priorities, their blessings, their obligations to God and others, and the communal nature of the Christian walk. The message calls for a deeper commitment to God's word, a transformed life fueled by gratitude, and a supportive community that helps each individual and the body to persevere. Ultimately, the aim is that all those who begin this journey with God would complete it successfully, supported by grace and each other, and receive God's reward.
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4.  Hebrews Study Guide: 14, Key Focal Points for Preaching on Hebrews Today  
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Hebrews: A Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. According to Hebrews, what should be the top priority in a Christian's life?
2. How does the author of Hebrews describe the earthly realm in comparison to the heavenly realm?
3. What is the significance of Jesus as a high priest, according to the author of Hebrews?
4. What does the author of Hebrews say is the relationship between grace and response?
5. How does the author of Hebrews encourage Christians to view worship and prayer?
6. What does it mean for the heart to be made secure by grace?
7. How does the text suggest believers should relate to one another in the Christian community?
8. Why is the sharing of testimonies important within the Christian community, according to the author of Hebrews?
9. How can believers help each other when one is tempted to sin?
10. What practical action does the author of Hebrews suggest regarding persecuted Christians?
Answer Key
1. The top priority should be responding to the word that God has spoken through Jesus. This message takes precedence over all others, as it concerns eternal judgment and deliverance. It requires a non-hardened heart and a suitable response.
2. The earthly realm is temporary, unstable, and destined to be shaken and removed, whereas the heavenly realm is eternal, superior, and the place of God's full presence. The heavenly realm is the better place, promising lasting possessions and an unshakable kingdom.
3. Jesus' role as high priest means he has entered God's realm on our behalf. He is a constant, reliable anchor for the soul and intercedes for us, keeping access to God open and secure. He provides us with assurance and help in our struggles.
4. Grace and response are intrinsically linked; grace initiates a relationship with God, and the appropriate response is one of gratitude, loyalty, and obedience. This connection is the hinge between theology and ethics, stimulating a grateful response.
5. Christian worship is not merely a chore but a privilege to come before God, made possible by Jesus. It is a foretaste of our final entry into God's presence and a part of our priestly calling. Worship should be a portal for experiencing the end of our journey.
6. The heart is made secure by grace through becoming mindful of God's benefits and being provoked to faithfulness and loyalty. This process transforms and directs us toward God rather than toward self-fulfillment, making our hearts steadfast.
7. Believers are called to be partners in a heavenly calling, supporting, encouraging, and holding one another accountable. They should invest in each other and guard against the inroads of distrust. Spiritual struggles are not private and call for mutual assistance.
8. Sharing testimonies is vital for the encouragement of others, providing evidence of God's goodness, reliability, and dependability. They remind the community of God's favor and help build a supportive atmosphere.
9. Believers can help one another see sin for what it is and offer support when a brother or sister is in danger of abandoning integrity for temporary pleasures. They offer encouragement, warnings, and support to guide each other back to a clear way of thinking.
10. The text encourages believers to take action by learning about the plight of persecuted Christians, raising public awareness of religious persecution, praying, and supporting them through mission work and financial support, and seeking global awareness.


Essay Questions
1. Discuss the ways in which the author of Hebrews addresses the challenges of distraction and misplaced priorities for believers. How do these concerns relate to contemporary challenges faced by Christians today?
2. Explore the concept of Jesus as the anchor for the soul, as presented in Hebrews. How does this imagery provide assurance and stability for believers in the face of life's uncertainties?
3. Analyze the author of Hebrews' view of the relationship between grace and response, and the implications this has for Christian ethics and discipleship. How does this concept challenge the idea of "cheap grace"?
4. Examine the importance of Christian community and mutual support as emphasized in Hebrews. How does this call to interconnectedness counter the modern idea of individualistic religion?
5. Describe the author of Hebrews' challenge to the church regarding persecuted Christians. How does this call for action extend the concept of grace and response on a global scale?


Glossary of Key Terms
Apostasy: The abandonment or renunciation of a religious or political belief. 
Cheap Grace: A concept critiqued by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, referring to a grace that is received without any sense of cost, obligation, or transformation. 
Discipleship: The process of learning and following the teachings of a religious leader, specifically Jesus in a Christian context. 
Grace: God's unmerited favor and love towards humanity, a free gift that cannot be earned. 
High Priest: In the Old Testament, the highest-ranking priest who performed sacred duties; in Hebrews, this term is applied to Jesus to describe his unique role. 
Intercession: The act of praying to God on behalf of others. Jesus' ongoing role as high priest is an intercessory one. 
Justification: The act of God declaring a person righteous or in right standing before him. This occurs through grace and faith in Jesus. 
Sanctification: The process of being made holy or becoming more like Christ, a continuous work of transformation in a believer's life. 
Tabernacle: The portable earthly dwelling place of God for the Israelites during their journey in the wilderness, a precursor to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Theology: The study of God and religious beliefs.



5. FAQs on DeSilva, Hebrews, Session 14, Key Focal Points for Preaching on Hebrews Today, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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FAQ on Hebrews and Christian Living
1. What is the primary focus that Christians should maintain, according to the author of Hebrews? The primary focus, according to the author of Hebrews, is to prioritize responding to the word that God has spoken through Jesus. This means recognizing that God's revelation in Jesus is the ultimate and most complete truth, surpassing all other messages and distractions. It involves actively listening to God's voice, not hardening one's heart, and making choices aligned with God's eternal kingdom rather than temporary, worldly pursuits.
2. How does the author of Hebrews describe the difference between the temporary world and the eternal realm? The author contrasts the temporary, visible world, destined to be shaken and removed, with the eternal, superior realm of heaven. This eternal realm is where God's full presence is experienced, where Christ is glorified, and where believers will find better and lasting possessions, a heavenly homeland, and an unshakable kingdom. This realm, while already existing, is yet to be fully revealed and experienced by humanity. Christians are urged to live with this eternal perspective, so they are welcomed into this realm.
3. What specific resources does the author of Hebrews say Christians possess in Christ? Christians possess several vital resources in Christ: a great high priest who has entered heaven on our behalf, an anchor for the soul offering security and stability, access to God's help and resources for spiritual strength, and the dignity of a holy priestly calling, enabling every believer to come before God in worship and service. These resources mean that they are not alone in their struggles and have all the help they need to remain faithful.
4. What does it mean to "not lose sight of what is due God," according to the text? "Not losing sight of what is due God" means shifting our focus away from self-gratification and towards recognizing and responding to God's incredible generosity. It involves cultivating gratitude, making ethical choices that reflect our appreciation for God’s favor, and understanding that love for God is intrinsically linked to love for our neighbor. This includes bearing the fruits of gratitude through acts of service to other believers. This response to grace, not earning it, is an essential aspect of a Christian's life.
5. How does the author connect grace, response, and good works? The author of Hebrews emphasizes that grace and response are inextricably linked. Grace, God's unearned favor, is not merely a passive concept but requires a grateful response. This response manifests in acts of love and service to fellow believers. Good works are not a means to earn salvation, but rather they are the natural outflow of gratitude for the grace we have received, reflecting a life transformed by God's love. They are not to earn favor from God, but are offered in love.
6. Why does the author emphasize the importance of community and supporting other believers? The author of Hebrews highlights community as a vital resource for running the Christian race. It is through investing in each other that believers find the support, encouragement, and accountability they need to mature as disciples. They are to watch out for each other and ensure that no one falls short of God's favor. This community support is not optional; it's essential for overcoming distractions, temptations, and hardships.
7. In what ways does the author suggest that we should support fellow believers, both locally and globally? The author suggests various ways to support fellow believers, including reinforcing each other's commitment to Christ, offering encouragement, warning, and support, and recognizing the importance of hospitality. He also emphasizes the need to support those whom society has targeted, especially those facing persecution. This includes learning about the plight of Christians in other nations, raising public awareness of persecution, praying for them, and contributing to relief efforts.
8. What is the author's ultimate vision for Christian life within the community? The author’s ultimate vision is for believers to run the Christian race together, hand in hand, supporting and uplifting each other. This involves creating a community where honesty, openness, deep personal and spiritual growth are possible, and where everyone has the support needed to pursue their God-given calling and bold outreach. The goal is for all who have started to finish well, reflecting Christ's love and grace in their lives and in their shared journey.
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