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1. Abstract of Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 16, Call for Unity (Phil 4), Biblicalelearning.org, BeL

 Dr. Daniel K. Darko's lecture, the sixteenth session in his series on the Prison Epistles, focuses on Paul's letter to the Philippians, specifically chapter 4 and its call for unity. Darko unpacks Paul's encouragement for the Philippian church to stand firm in their faith, despite potential threats and internal conflicts, urging them to adopt a Christ-like mindset characterized by humility and obedience. The lecture explores Paul's appeal for reconciliation between two women, Euodia and Syntyche, the role of a "yoke-fellow" in assisting them, and Paul's broader exhortations for joy, gentleness, and prayerfulness as antidotes to anxiety. Finally, Darko examines Paul's expression of gratitude for the Philippians' support, while also emphasizing his own contentment and reliance on Christ.
2.  10 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 16 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New Testament  Pauline Epistles  Prison Epistles). 





3. Briefing Document: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 16, Call for Unity (Phil 4)
Top of Form
Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Philippians 4 - Call for Unity
Overview:
This lecture by Dr. Daniel K. Darko concludes his series on Philippians by focusing on chapter 4, which he titles "Call for Unity." Darko emphasizes that this section builds upon the themes of mindset, obedience, and humility previously discussed in the letter. Paul, writing from prison, urges the Philippian church to stand firm in their faith, address internal disunity (specifically between two women, Euodia and Syntyche), cultivate a mindset of joy and peace through prayer, and focus on virtuous thoughts and actions. The lecture also delves into the complexities of Paul's expression of thanksgiving for the Philippians' financial support.
Main Themes and Important Ideas/Facts:
1. The Importance of Standing Firm and Unity:
· Paul's concluding exhortation in Philippians 4:1 is a call to "stand firm in the Lord." Darko suggests this can be seen as either the end of chapter 3 or the beginning of chapter 4, emphasizing its significance as a connecting statement.
· Standing firm is necessary in the face of potential false teachers, the pressures of being a Roman colony, and the need for unity within the church.
· Paul specifically addresses the disunity between two prominent women, Euodia and Syntyche, urging them to "agree in the Lord" (Philippians 4:2).
· Their conflict is presented as a serious issue with the potential to negatively impact the entire church, highlighting the importance of resolving personal agendas within a Christian context.
· Darko draws a parallel to modern church leadership challenges, noting that conflicts are not limited by gender.
Quote: "Apparently, there are two women in the church who are not on good terms. Surprise, surprise, surprise. If you have been involved in church leadership of some sort, you say, this is what makes Philippians so real."


2. Developing the Right Mindset (Phronesis) in the Lord:
· Paul appeals to Euodia and Syntyche to develop a "befitting mental attitude, a mindset that is appropriate for those who are in Christ."
· This mindset should be rooted in submission to the Lordship of Christ, where personal desires and ambitions are aligned with God's will.
· Darko reiterates the importance of a "heavenly mindset" shaping earthly conduct, as discussed in earlier lectures.
Quote: "Paul appeals for unity in the church. He appeals for Judea and Syntyche to act responsibly... Paul will literally entreat them to develop a befitting mental attitude, a mindset that is appropriate for those who are in Christ."
3. The Role of a "Yoke-Fellow":
· Paul calls upon a "true companion" or "yoke-fellow" to help Euodia and Syntyche.
· The identity of this person is unknown, leading to various scholarly conjectures (Timothy, Epaphroditus, Silas, Luke).
· Clement of Alexandria's allegorical suggestion that it was Paul's wife (possibly Lydia) is dismissed by Darko due to Clement's interpretive approach and the lack of evidence for Paul being married.
· Modern scholarship widely considers "Suzugos" (yoke-fellow) to be a proper name, though no historical evidence confirms this individual.
· Darko emphasizes that the key point is the need for a trustworthy person to facilitate reconciliation, regardless of their specific identity.
Quote: "Paul says these women need to take personal responsibility for themselves to develop the right mindset, and they need help. And he calls on a trustworthy person to help them. That is the key point being made here."
4. Exhortations to Joy, Gentleness, and Freedom from Anxiety:
· Following the call for unity, Paul urges the Philippians to "Rejoice in the Lord always" (Philippians 4:4), emphasizing that this joy should be constant and rooted in Christ.
· Their "reasonableness" or "gentleness" (epieikeia) should be evident to everyone, reflecting a life lived under Christ's Lordship. This is not a private matter but should be a visible aspect of their Christian lives.
· The motivation for this gentleness is "The Lord is at hand," which can be interpreted eschatologically or as the constant presence of Christ.
· Paul commands them, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God" (Philippians 4:6).
· This spiritual discipline is presented as the antidote to anxiety and worry.
· Prayer should be characterized by gratitude and thankfulness, not entitlement.
· The result of such prayer is "the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding," which will "guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7). Darko uses military imagery to describe this protective peace.
Quote: "Rejoice. Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I say rejoice... Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
5. The Importance of Virtuous Thoughts and Actions:
· Paul instructs the Philippians to focus their thoughts on whatever is "true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable... excellent... worthy of praise" (Philippians 4:8).
· Christianity is not just about religious experiences but also about cultivating a mind consumed with virtuous and praiseworthy things.
· They are to practice what they have learned, received, heard, and seen in Paul (Philippians 4:9).
· The promise attached to this is that "the God of peace will be with you."
Quote: "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about us."
6. Paul's Thanksgiving for the Philippians' Gift:
· Paul expresses his joy and gratitude for the Philippians' renewed care for him and the financial gift they sent through Epaphroditus (Philippians 4:10-20).
· However, his expression is nuanced and has been interpreted in various ways by scholars, sometimes appearing as a "thankless thank you."
· He emphasizes his contentment in all circumstances, having "learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need" and that he "can do all things through him who strengthens me" (Philippians 4:11-13).
· He acknowledges their partnership ("koinonia") in giving and receiving since the beginning of his ministry in Macedonia.
· Darko leans towards the interpretation that Paul is balancing his appreciation with an assertion of his independence and the fact that his mission is not dependent on their gifts.
· He uses both financial and cultic metaphors ("fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God") to describe the value of their gift.
· Paul concludes this section with a powerful promise: "And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19).
Quote: "I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now, at length, you have revived your consent for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity... Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble... And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus."
7. Final Greetings and Key Themes of Philippians:
· Paul concludes with greetings to all the saints and specifically those in Caesar's household.
· Darko reiterates the key themes of the letter: friendship and partnership, joy in suffering, humility and obedience, unity in the community, kinship in Christ, and the importance of Christian models (Christ, Timothy, Epaphroditus, Paul).
· He emphasizes that the gospel's advancement has not been hindered by Paul's imprisonment.
Quote: "In this letter, some key themes have emerged. The theme of friendship and partnership. Joy and rejoicing in the face of suffering. Humility and obedience in the walk with Christ. Unity in the community. Kinship being brothers and sisters in the family of God's household. And Christian models."


Conclusion:
Dr. Darko's session on Philippians 4 underscores the crucial importance of unity within the Christian community, rooted in a shared mindset of humility and obedience to Christ. Paul's practical exhortations regarding joy, gentleness, and prayer provide a roadmap for navigating anxieties and cultivating peace. His complex expression of gratitude highlights the nature of Christian partnership and God's provision. Ultimately, Philippians 4 serves as a powerful call for believers to live in a way that reflects their identity in Christ, both individually and corporately.
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4.  Study Guide: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 16, Call for Unity (Phil 4)
Top of Form
Philippians 4 Study Guide: Call for Unity
Quiz:
1. According to Dr. Darko, what was the primary reason for Paul's imprisonment at the time of writing Philippians?
2. How did Paul view his imprisonment in relation to the advancement of the gospel, as mentioned in Philippians chapter one?
3. What specific issue regarding two women in the Philippian church does Paul address in Philippians 4, and what does he urge them to do?
4. Explain the significance of Paul's appeal to a "yoke-fellow" in Philippians 4:3. What are some of the scholarly debates surrounding the identity of this individual?
5. What are the two key actions Paul encourages the Philippians to take in Philippians 4:4-5, and what is the stated reason for the second action?
6. Describe the spiritual discipline Paul recommends in Philippians 4:6-7 for dealing with anxiety, and what is the promised outcome?
7. In Philippians 4:8, Paul lists several qualities that believers should focus their thoughts on. Name at least four of these qualities.
8. According to Dr. Darko, what is the relationship between thinking about virtuous things (Philippians 4:8) and the promise in Philippians 4:9?
9. Dr. Darko discusses the nature of Paul's thanksgiving in Philippians 4:10-20. Briefly explain why some scholars find this section to be a "thankless thank you."
10. What are some of the key themes that Dr. Darko highlights as emerging from Paul's letter to the Philippians, based on this lecture?
Quiz Answer Key:
1. Paul was imprisoned primarily because he was trying to advance the gospel and had encountered serious opposition as a result of his missionary work. Those who imprisoned him aimed to stop his mission of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.
2. Paul viewed his imprisonment with joy and excitement, recognizing that it had actually advanced the gospel. He noted that even the imperial guards were being reached, and many knew why he was in jail, demonstrating that imprisonment could not halt the gospel's progress.
3. Paul addresses a conflict between two prominent women, Euodia (Judea) and Syntyche, urging them to agree in the Lord and develop a befitting mental attitude appropriate for those in Christ to resolve their issues responsibly for the sake of the church's unity.
4. The "yoke-fellow" is someone Paul appeals to for help in resolving the conflict between the two women. There is much scholarly debate about this person's identity, with suggestions including Timothy, Epaphroditus, Silas, Luke, or even allegorical interpretations; however, the specific identity remains unknown.
5. Paul encourages the Philippians to "rejoice in the Lord always" and to let their "reasonableness (gentleness)" be known to everyone. The reason for the latter is that "the Lord is at hand," suggesting either the imminence of Christ's return or the constant presence of the Lord.
6. Paul recommends addressing anxiety through prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, letting their requests be known to God. The promised outcome of this spiritual discipline is that the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
7. The qualities Paul lists for believers to focus their thoughts on include whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, if there is any excellence, and if there is anything worthy of praise.
8. Dr. Darko explains that thinking about honorable and praiseworthy virtues should consume the believer's mind, and by practicing what they have learned, received, heard, and seen (in Paul), the promise is that the God of peace will be with them.
9. Some scholars consider Paul's thanksgiving a "thankless thank you" because while he expresses joy for their concern and acknowledges their gift, he also emphasizes his contentment in all circumstances and his ability to do all things through Christ, which can sound like he didn't necessarily need their help.
10. The key themes Dr. Darko highlights are friendship and partnership, joy and rejoicing in suffering, humility and obedience, unity in the community, kinship as brothers and sisters, and Christian models like Christ, Timothy, Epaphroditus, and Paul.
Essay Format Questions:
1. Analyze the significance of Paul's call for unity in Philippians 4 within the broader context of the entire letter. How does this appeal relate to the themes of humility, joy, and the advancement of the gospel that Paul has previously discussed?
2. Discuss the various interpretations surrounding the identity and role of the "yoke-fellow" in Philippians 4:3. Why do you think this figure is significant to Paul's appeal for unity, and what does the ambiguity of their identity suggest about conflict resolution in the early church?
3. Examine Paul's instructions on managing anxiety in Philippians 4:6-7. How does he connect prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving to the promise of God's peace? What does this passage reveal about the relationship between faith, emotional well-being, and dependence on God?
4. Explore the ethical implications of Paul's exhortation in Philippians 4:8 to focus on virtuous thoughts. How does this instruction connect to the broader Christian life and the goal of reflecting Christ in one's conduct and attitude?
5. Critically evaluate the nature of Paul's thanksgiving in Philippians 4:10-20. How does Paul balance his gratitude for the Philippians' generosity with his emphasis on his own self-sufficiency in Christ? What might be the reasons behind this nuanced expression of thanks?


Glossary of Key Terms:
· Prison Epistles: The letters of Paul written while he was imprisoned, traditionally considered to be Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians.
· Gospel: The good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
· Judaizers: Early Christian teachers who argued that Gentile converts needed to follow Mosaic Law, including circumcision, in addition to faith in Christ.
· Phronesis: A Greek term often translated as practical wisdom, prudence, or mental attitude, emphasizing a way of thinking that shapes conduct.
· Yoke-fellow (Suzugos): The Greek word used in Philippians 4:3, often interpreted as a close companion or colleague of Paul who is being asked to help Euodia and Syntyche. Some scholars suggest it might even be a proper name.
· Eschatological: Relating to the end times or the final events in the history of the world.
· Supplication: Humble and earnest prayer.
· Thanksgiving: An expression of gratitude, especially to God.
· Peace of God (Irene/Shalom): A state of wholeness, well-being, and tranquility that comes from God, surpassing human understanding.
· Koinonia: A Greek word often translated as fellowship, partnership, or communion, referring to a close relationship and sharing among believers.
· Contentment: A state of being satisfied and at peace with one's circumstances.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 16, Call for Unity (Phil 4), Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions: Paul's Call for Unity in Philippians 4
1. What are the main circumstances surrounding Paul's writing of Philippians, and how does this context influence his call for unity in chapter 4?
Paul wrote the letter to the Philippian church from prison, likely in Rome, due to his efforts to advance the gospel. Despite his imprisonment, the gospel continued to spread, even reaching the imperial guards. Paul mentions this progress with joy, aiming to encourage the Philippians who might have been discouraged by his situation. This context is crucial for his call for unity in chapter 4 because he wants the church to remain steadfast and focused on Christ's call, just as he remains focused on advancing the gospel despite his challenges. He urges them to develop a mindset worthy of Christ, emphasizing that their internal unity and attitude are essential for effectively representing Christ in the face of potential opposition and false teachings.
2. Why does Paul specifically address the issue of disunity between Euodia and Syntyche in Philippians 4:2-3, and what can we infer about their role in the Philippian church?
Paul directly appeals to Euodia and Syntyche to agree in the Lord, indicating a significant rift between them that was likely affecting the entire church. While the Bible provides no further details about these women, their singling out suggests they held prominent positions and influence within the Philippian congregation. Their disagreement had the potential to cause wider divisions and hinder the church's witness. Paul's earnest entreaty for them to develop the right mindset in the Lord underscores the importance of unity among church leaders and influential members for the overall health and effectiveness of the Christian community.
3. Who is the "yoke-fellow" mentioned in Philippians 4:3, and why is their role significant in resolving the conflict between Euodia and Syntyche?
The identity of the "yoke-fellow" is uncertain. Various interpretations exist, including speculation that it was Timothy, Epaphroditus, Silas, Luke, or even, according to Clement of Alexandria's allegorical interpretation, Paul's wife (possibly Lydia). Modern scholarship often considers "Syzygos" (the Greek word) to be a proper name, though no corroborating evidence exists. Regardless of their specific identity, the yoke-fellow was someone mutually respected by Paul and the Philippian church, tasked with helping Euodia and Syntyche resolve their differences. This highlights the importance of mediation and support from trusted individuals within the church to address conflicts and restore unity. Paul's emphasis is less on the identity and more on the necessity of a reliable person intervening to facilitate reconciliation.
4. What does Paul mean by "rejoice in the Lord always" in Philippians 4:4, especially in the context of potential disunity and anxiety within the church?
Paul's repeated call to "rejoice in the Lord always" is a central theme in Philippians and takes on particular significance in chapter 4 amidst the call for unity and the subsequent exhortation against anxiety. This joy is not dependent on external circumstances but is rooted in their relationship with Christ ("in the Lord"). Even when facing internal conflicts or external pressures, believers are to find their joy and strength in Christ's Lordship and the resources He provides. This unceasing joy serves as a spiritual discipline, helping to reframe their perspective and fostering a positive and unified spirit within the church despite challenges.
5. How does Paul connect the idea of "reasonableness" or "gentleness" (Philippians 4:5) to the call for unity and the Christian witness in the world?
Paul urges the Philippians to let their "reasonableness" or "gentleness" (depending on the translation) be known to everyone. This refers to an attitude and conduct marked by consideration, forbearance, and a willingness to yield. In the context of disunity, cultivating gentleness is crucial for fostering reconciliation and understanding. Furthermore, this outward display of a gentle spirit serves as a powerful witness to the world, demonstrating the transformative effect of Christ on their lives. It contrasts with the self-centeredness that often fuels conflict and aligns with Paul's earlier encouragement for them to shine like lights in the world through their conduct.
6. What is Paul's instruction regarding anxiety in Philippians 4:6-7, and what alternative does he offer? How does this relate to maintaining unity and peace within the church?
Paul commands the Philippians to "be anxious about nothing" and provides an alternative: "in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God." He emphasizes the importance of bringing all concerns to God with a grateful heart, trusting in His provision and care. The result of this practice is "the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding," which will guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. By encouraging them to turn to God in prayer instead of succumbing to anxiety, Paul offers a pathway to inner peace that can help mitigate the tensions and worries that often contribute to disunity within the church. This shared reliance on God fosters a sense of trust and dependence on Him, rather than on their own limited resources or the actions of others.
7. In Philippians 4:8-9, Paul lists several qualities to focus on. What is the significance of these virtues, and how does he encourage the Philippians to incorporate them into their lives?
Paul exhorts the Philippians to dwell on whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and praiseworthy. These are honorable virtues recognized within their culture, representing moral excellence. By focusing their thoughts on such positive and edifying things, they would cultivate a mindset that aligns with Christian values and promotes unity. He further encourages them to practice what they have learned, received, heard, and seen in him, emphasizing that Christian living is not just about intellectual assent but about practical application. As they do so, Paul promises that "the God of peace will be with you," reinforcing the connection between their internal thoughts and actions and the presence of God's peace in their community.
8. How does Paul's expression of thanksgiving for the Philippians' gift in Philippians 4:10-20 contribute to the overall themes of the letter, particularly friendship, partnership, and contentment?
Paul expresses his profound gratitude for the financial gift sent by the Philippians through Epaphroditus. While his wording might seem nuanced, reflecting his learned contentment in all circumstances and his desire to emphasize his self-sufficiency in Christ, it ultimately underscores the deep bond of friendship and partnership they shared in the gospel. Their willingness to support his ministry demonstrates their commitment to the advancement of the gospel. Paul's acknowledgment of their gift as a "fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God" highlights the spiritual significance of their generosity and reinforces the theme of koinonia (partnership) that has been present throughout the letter. His concluding prayer that God will supply their every need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus further strengthens the reciprocal nature of their relationship and his care for their well-being.
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