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1. Abstract of Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 3, The Christ
Hymn (Col. 1:15-2:5), Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Darko's lecture, the third in a series on the Prison Epistles, focuses on the Christ
Hymn found in Colossians 1:15-2:5. The session begins by reviewing Paul's introduction,
thanksgiving, and prayer for the Colossian church, highlighting redemption and
forgiveness through Christ. The core of the lecture examines the profound statements
about Christ in the hymn, addressing historical controversies like Arianism and the
interpretation of Christ as the "firstborn of all creation." Dr. Darko further explores the
reconciliation achieved through Christ's death, contrasting the believers' past alienation
with their present standing and future hope. Finally, the lecture touches on Paul's
suffering in light of Christ's, alluding to an apocalyptic framework, and previews the
upcoming discussion on false teachings in Colossians chapter 2, emphasizing the
importance of knowledge in combating them.

2. 21 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 3 — Double click icon to play
in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org
[Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link there (New
Testament = Pauline Epistles = Prison Epistles).
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3. Briefing Document: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 3, The
Christ Hymn (Col. 1:15-2:5)

Briefing Document: Dr. Daniel K. Darko on Colossians 1:15-2:5 - The Christ Hymn
Overview:

This briefing document summarizes the main themes and important ideas presented by
Dr. Daniel K. Darko in the third session of his lecture series on the Prison Epistles,
focusing on the Christ Hymn found in Colossians 1:15-2:5. Dr. Darko explores the
significance of this passage, addressing its historical interpretation (particularly
concerning the Arian controversy), its implications for understanding Christ's identity
and work, and its connection to the believer's transformation and the challenges of false
teaching in the Colossian church.

Main Themes and Important Ideas:
1. Context and Purpose of Colossians:

e The letter to the Colossians was addressed to Christians in Colossi to address
"some syncretistic tendencies in the church."

e Paul's prayer in the preceding section highlights gratitude for deliverance from
darkness and transfer into the kingdom of God's Son, where redemption and
forgiveness are found.

e The Christ Hymn (Colossians 1:15-20) is central to understanding who Christ is
and the basis for this redemption and forgiveness.

1. Redemption and Forgiveness:

e Dr. Darko emphasizes the transformative nature of redemption, illustrating it with
the analogy of a lost, rusted wedding ring restored to its original beauty and
value. "The process of redemption is restoring that ring to the beauty and quality
of its original state."

e Forgiveness is presented as the cancellation of a debt owed to God due to sin. He
quotes a song to illustrate this: "He said he paid the debt he did not owe. | owe
the debt, and | could not pay. | needed someone to wash my sins away."

e These acts of redemption and forgiveness enable believers to be transferred from
darkness into light and become part of God's beloved Son's kingdom.



. The Identity and Supremacy of Christ in the Christ Hymn (Colossians 1:15-20):

Christ is described as "the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation."

Dr. Darko highlights Christ's role as creator: "For by him, all things were created in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... all things were created through him
and for him."

Christ's preeminence is emphasized: "And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together."

He is the head of the church, the beginning, and the firstborn from the dead,
signifying his supremacy in all things. "He is the head of the body, namely the
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn of the dead, and in everything, he might
be preeminent."

The fullness of God dwells in Christ, and through him, all things are reconciled to
God, making peace through the blood of his cross. "For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things...
making peace by the blood of his cross."

. Addressing the Arian Controversy (Interpretation of "Firstborn of All Creation"):

Dr. Darko addresses the historical controversy sparked by Arius, who used
Colossians 1:15 to argue that Jesus was a created being and not truly God.

He emphasizes that the term "firstborn of all creation" should be understood as
denoting "primacy over creation" and preeminence, not that Christ was the first
being created by God.

He cites James Dunn, who argues that it signifies Christ's "preeminent role... over
creation" and not literal first birth in a temporal sense.

The subsequent clause, "because in him were created all things created,"
supports this interpretation, indicating Christ's role as the agent of creation.

This controversy led to the Council of Nicaea in the 4th century to affirm the
doctrine of the Trinity.

. The Importance of Knowledge in Combating False Teaching:

Dr. Darko highlights Paul's prayer for knowledge and understanding as crucial for
the Colossian church to resist false teachings.



He points to verses mentioning "heard," "understood," "learned," and the prayer
to be "filled with the knowledge of God" as evidence of this emphasis.

He suggests that combating false teaching requires more than just prayer; it
necessitates a deep understanding of the truth.

. The Believer's Transformation (Colossians 1:21-23):

Paul reminds the Colossians of their pre-conversion state: "And you, who once
were alienated and hostile in mind doing evil deeds..." This past is characterized
by spiritual alienation, hostile minds, and evil deeds.

The word "now" in verse 22 signifies their present reconciled state through
Christ's death: "...he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death..."

The purpose of this reconciliation is to present believers as "holy and blameless
and above reproach before him."

This standing is conditional on continuing in the faith, being stable and steadfast,
and not shifting from the hope of the gospel.

. Paul's Suffering and Commission (Colossians 1:24-2:5):

Paul states, "Now | rejoice in my suffering for you, and in my flesh, | am filling up
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is the church..."

Dr. Darko addresses the potentially controversial idea of "filling up what is lacking
in Christ's afflictions." He clarifies that Paul is not suggesting Christ's redemptive
suffering was insufficient.

Drawing on Douglas Moo and James Dunn, he explains this within a Jewish
apocalyptic framework where there was an expected measure of suffering to
precede the final events. Christ's suffering initiated this, and Paul's suffering, as a
key figure in proclaiming the gospel, contributes to the completion of this
appointed suffering.

Paul's suffering is linked to his commission to make the word of God fully known,
revealing a "mystery" that is in Christ.

He expresses his great struggle for the Colossians and those in Laodicea, desiring
their hearts to be encouraged, knit together in love, and to reach the full
assurance of understanding God's mystery, which is Christ, in whom all treasures
of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.



e The purpose of this struggle and teaching is to prevent them from being deluded
by false arguments.

1. Looking Ahead to Chapter 2:

e Dr. Darko indicates that Chapter 2 will delve into specific false teachings, how to
handle them, and their elements.

e He reminds the audience of the "notion of kinship" introduced in Chapter 1,
hinting at its connection to the structure and life of the church discussed in later
chapters.

Key Quotes:

o "The process of redemption is restoring that ring to the beauty and quality of its
original state."

e "He said he paid the debt he did not owe. | owe the debt, and | could not pay. |
needed someone to wash my sins away."

e "He s Christ. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For
by him, all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... all
things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in
him all things hold together."

e "The firstborn, as Dunn puts it, must denote primacy over creation and not just
within creation."

e "And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death..."

e "Now I rejoice in my suffering for you, and in my flesh, | am filling up what is
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is the church..."

e "Paul is convinced that Christ's death on the cross is completely and finally
capable of taking care of the human sin problem." (quoting Douglas Moo)

e "..thereis an appointed sum of suffering that must be endured in order to trigger,
as it were, the final events of history." (summarizing apocalyptic thought cited by
Dunn)

e "..their hearts may be encouraged, knit together in love to reach all the riches of

full assurance of understanding and knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ.
In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge?"



Conclusion:

Dr. Darko's lecture on Colossians 1:15-2:5 provides a detailed examination of the Christ
Hymn, emphasizing the unparalleled identity and work of Christ as creator, sustainer,
redeemer, and reconciler. He addresses the historical misinterpretations of this passage
and underscores the importance of theological understanding in combating false
teaching. Furthermore, he connects Christ's work to the transformative experience of
believers and previews Paul's discussion of suffering and the challenges facing the
Colossian church in the subsequent chapters. The lecture encourages listeners to
appreciate the depth of God's work in Christ and to stand firm in the truth of the gospel.



4. Study Guide: Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 3, The Christ
Hymn (Col. 1:15-2:5)

Study Guide: Colossians 1:15-2:5 - The Christ Hymn

Key Themes:

The supremacy and preeminence of Christ in creation and redemption.
The identity of Christ as the image of the invisible God and the fullness of God.
The work of redemption and forgiveness through Christ.

The contrast between the believer's pre-Christian past and their present
reconciled state in Christ.

Paul's concern for the Colossian church in the face of potential false teachings.
The role of knowledge and understanding in combating false teaching.

The significance of Paul's suffering in light of Christ's afflictions (within a Jewish
apocalyptic framework).

The mystery of God revealed in Christ.

Detailed Breakdown:

Colossians 1:13-14: Redemption and Forgiveness

Focus on the "transfer" from the domain of darkness to the kingdom of God's
beloved Son.

Define "redemption" as a restoration to original beauty and quality.
Explain "forgiveness" as the writing off of debt incurred through sin.

Understand these actions as the basis for thanksgiving.

Colossians 1:15-20: The Christ Hymn

Analyze the description of Christ:

"Image of the invisible God": What does this imply about Christ's relationship to
God?

"Firstborn of all creation": Understand the controversy surrounding this phrase
(Arius) and the interpretation emphasizing Christ's preeminence and primacy



over creation, not necessarily being the first created being. Connect this to the
idea that "in him all things were created."

His role in creation: "by him," "through him," and "for him."
His sustenance of creation: "in him all things hold together."
Head of the body, the church: His authority and leadership.
"The beginning, the firstborn of the dead": His primacy in resurrection.

"In everything he might be preeminent": The overarching theme of Christ's
supremacy.

"For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell": Christ as the
embodiment of God's nature.

His role in reconciliation: "through him to reconcile to himself all things," making
peace through the blood of his cross.

Colossians 1:21-23: Reconciliation and the Believer's Transformation

Examine the description of the believers' pre-Christian state: "alienated and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds."

Understand the significance of "now" in verse 22, highlighting the present reality
of reconciliation "in his body of flesh by his death."

Identify the purpose of reconciliation: to present believers "holy and blameless
and above reproach before him."

Note the condition for continuing in this state: remaining "stable and steadfast" in
faith and hope of the gospel.

Colossians 1:24-2:5: Paul's Ministry and Concern

Analyze Paul's statement about "filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions."
Understand this within the context of a Jewish apocalyptic framework where
Christ's suffering initiates a period of tribulation that Paul, as a key figure,
participates in to bring about the final consummation. It is not a deficiency in
Christ's atoning work.

Recognize Paul's commission to make the word of God fully known, the "mystery"
which is Christ.



Understand Paul's struggle and concern for the Colossians and Laodiceans, even
those he has not met.

Identify the purposes of his struggle: their hearts may be encouraged, knit
together in love, and reach the riches of full assurance of understanding and
knowledge of God's mystery (Christ).

Note Paul's warning against being deluded by persuasive arguments and his joy in
their good conduct and firm faith.

Key Concepts to Understand:

Christ Hymn: A poetic or highly stylized passage within a New Testament letter
that exalts the person and work of Christ.

Redemption: The act of buying back or rescuing something, often involving a
cost. In a theological sense, it refers to Christ's saving act that frees humanity
from sin and its consequences.

Forgiveness: The act of pardoning an offense or debt, releasing the offender from
the penalty.

Image of God: A concept indicating that humanity (and supremely Christ) reflects
God's nature and character.

Firstborn: In this context, signifies preeminence, priority, and authority, rather
than necessarily being the first created in time.

Creation (ex nihilo): The doctrine that God created the universe out of nothing.

Reconciliation: The act of restoring friendly relations between estranged parties.
In theology, it refers to the restoration of the relationship between God and
humanity through Christ's sacrifice.

Alienation: The state of being estranged or separated.
Hostility: A state of opposition or unfriendliness.

Mystery (in Paul's letters): A truth previously hidden but now revealed through
the gospel, often referring to God's plan in Christ to unite Jews and Gentiles in
one body.

Jewish Apocalyptic Framework: A worldview common in Second Temple Judaism
that anticipated a period of intense suffering and cosmic upheaval before the final
establishment of God's kingdom.
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Quiz: The Christ Hymn (Colossians 1:15-2:5)

Answer each question in 2-3 complete sentences.

1.

According to Dr. Darko, what are the two key aspects of the "transfer"” that
believers experience as described before the Christ hymn?

How did the early church leader Arius interpret the phrase "firstborn of all
creation" in Colossians 1:15, and what was the implication of his interpretation?

Dr. Darko discusses James Dunn's interpretation of "firstborn of creation." What is
the primary meaning Dunn attributes to this phrase?

In Colossians 1:21, how does Paul describe the pre-Christian state of the believers
in Colossae?

What is the significance of the word "now" in Colossians 1:22 in relation to the
believers' status?

According to Dr. Darko, what are some of the key things Paul highlights in his
prayer for the Colossian church that are essential for combating false teaching?

How does Dr. Darko explain Paul's statement about "filling up what is lacking in
Christ's afflictions" in Colossians 1:24, and what framework does he use to
understand this?

What is the "mystery" that Paul mentions in Colossians, and where does Dr. Darko
suggest this mystery is more fully explained in his lecture series?

What were the two main activities included in Paul's message of proclamation to
help people become mature in Christ?

10. According to Colossians 2:2, what are some of the things Paul desires for the

hearts of the Colossians and those at Laodicea?

Answer Key: The Christ Hymn Quiz

1.

2.

The two key aspects of the "transfer" are redemption and forgiveness.
Redemption involves being rescued from a state of corruption and restored to
original beauty, while forgiveness signifies the writing off of the debt of sin that
believers owed to God.

Arius interpreted "firstborn of all creation" to mean that Jesus Christ was not truly
God but was the first being created by God the Father. This implied that Christ
was subordinate to the Father and not of the same divine essence.



10.
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Dunn argues that "firstborn of creation" denotes Christ's primacy and
preeminence over all of creation, rather than him being the first created being in
a temporal sense. This interpretation emphasizes his sovereign role and authority
over everything that exists.

Paul describes their pre-Christian state as one of being alienated from God,
having a hostile mindset characterized by evil thoughts, and living a life marked by
evil deeds. This highlights the radical transformation brought about by Christ.

The word "now" signifies the present reality and immediate change in the
believers' status due to Christ's work. It indicates that they have already been
reconciled to God through Christ's death, contrasting with their former alienated
state.

Paul highlights the importance of knowledge, understanding, and being filled with
the knowledge of God as essential for combating false teaching. He emphasizes
the need to process and comprehend the truth that they have heard and learned.

Dr. Darko explains this statement within a Jewish apocalyptic framework,
suggesting that Christ's suffering initiated a period of tribulation, and Paul's
suffering as a key figure contributes to the completion of this anticipated suffering
before the final events. It does not imply Christ's atoning work was incomplete.

The "mystery" in Colossians refers to God's previously hidden plan now revealed
in Christ. Dr. Darko suggests that this mystery, particularly its dimensions, will be
more fully explained in the book of Ephesians within his lecture series.

The two main activities were warning people against false teachings and teaching
them the truth of the gospel so that they would grow in their understanding and
become mature in Christ.

Paul desires that their hearts may be encouraged, knit together in love, and reach
the full riches of the assurance that comes from understanding and knowing
God's mystery, which is Christ.



12

Essay Format Questions:

1.

Analyze the significance of the Christ hymn in Colossians 1:15-20 within the
context of the letter's purpose to address syncretistic tendencies and potential
false teachings in the Colossian church. How does this passage establish the
supremacy and sufficiency of Christ?

Discuss the controversy surrounding the interpretation of "firstborn of all
creation" in Colossians 1:15, particularly contrasting Arius' view with the
interpretation emphasizing Christ's preeminence. Why is a proper understanding
of this phrase crucial for Christian theology?

Examine the transformative work of Christ as presented in Colossians 1:13-14 and
1:21-23. How does Paul contrast the believer's past condition with their present
standing in Christ, and what are the implications of this transformation for their
lives?

Evaluate Dr. Darko's explanation of Paul's statement about "filling up what is
lacking in Christ's afflictions" (Colossians 1:24) in light of the Jewish apocalyptic
framework. How does this interpretation avoid the implication that Christ's
atoning sacrifice was insufficient?

Explore the connection between knowledge and the ability to withstand false
teaching as highlighted in Paul's prayer for the Colossians (as discussed by Dr.
Darko). How does a deeper understanding of Christ and the gospel serve as a
defense against deceptive arguments?
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Glossary of Key Terms:

Christ Hymn: A passage in the New Testament characterized by elevated language
and theological depth, often praising the person and work of Jesus Christ (e.g.,
Colossians 1:15-20).

Redemption: The act of securing the release or deliverance of someone or
something by payment of a ransom. Theologically, it refers to Christ's saving work
of freeing humanity from sin and its consequences through his death.

Forgiveness: The act of pardoning an offense or ceasing to feel resentment
against an offender. In a religious context, it refers to God's gracious cancellation
of human sin and guilt.

Image of God: The concept that human beings (and perfectly in Jesus Christ)
reflect God's attributes and likeness.

Firstborn: In biblical usage, this term can denote the first offspring but also
signifies preeminence, status, and inheritance rights. In Colossians 1:15, it
emphasizes Christ's supreme status over all creation.

Creation (ex nihilo): The theological doctrine that God created the universe "out
of nothing," without any pre-existing materials.

Reconciliation: The restoration of friendly relations between two or more parties
who were previously estranged. Theologically, it refers to the mending of the
broken relationship between God and humanity through Christ's atoning sacrifice.

Alienation: The state of being estranged, isolated, or disconnected, often used to
describe humanity's separation from God due to sin.

Hostility: A state of antagonism, unfriendliness, or opposition. In Colossians 1:21,
it describes the mindset of believers before their reconciliation with God.

Mystery: In the context of Paul's letters, a divine truth that was once hidden but
has now been revealed through the gospel of Jesus Christ, often concerning God's
plan for salvation that includes both Jews and Gentiles.

Jewish Apocalyptic Framework: A set of beliefs and expectations prevalent in
some Jewish circles during the Second Temple period, characterized by a dualistic
worldview, expectations of cosmic upheaval, and the ultimate triumph of God's
kingdom after a period of intense suffering.
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5. FAQs on Darko, Prison Epistles, Session 3, The Christ Hymn
(Col. 1:15-2:5), Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Colossians 1:15-2:5

1. What is the significance of Paul's description of Christ as the "image of the invisible
God" and "the firstborn of all creation" in Colossians 1:15?

Paul's description of Christ in Colossians 1:15 is crucial for establishing Christ's supreme
nature and deity. Calling him the "image of the invisible God" signifies that Christ
perfectly reveals and represents God, who is otherwise unseen. The phrase "the
firstborn of all creation" has been a subject of debate. While some, like Arius,
interpreted it to mean Christ was the first being created by God and therefore
subordinate, the broader context of the "Christ Hymn" (Colossians 1:15-20) and
scholarly understanding emphasize Christ's preeminence over all creation. It indicates
his priority, supremacy, and unique relationship with God as the one through whom and
for whom all things were created. It does not imply that Christ was a created being
himself.

2. How does the "Christ Hymn" in Colossians 1:15-20 counter potential false teachings
that might have been present in the Colossian church?

The "Christ Hymn" serves as a powerful antidote to syncretistic tendencies and potential
false teachings in Colossae by unequivocally affirming Christ's central role and divine
nature. It emphasizes that Christ is the creator, sustainer, and reconciler of all things,
both visible and invisible. This directly contradicts any teaching that might diminish
Christ's status or elevate other spiritual beings or practices to the same level of
importance. By highlighting the fullness of God dwelling in Christ and the reconciliation
achieved through his blood on the cross, Paul underscores that salvation and true
spiritual understanding are found solely in him.
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3. What does it mean that through Christ, believers have been "delivered...from the
domain of darkness and transferred...into the kingdom of his beloved Son"?

This statement in Colossians 1:13 describes a radical transformation in the lives of
believers. "The domain of darkness" represents a state of spiritual alienation, corruption,
and being under the influence of sin and evil. Through redemption in Christ, believers
are rescued from this condition. The "transfer" into "the kingdom of his beloved Son"
signifies their entry into God's realm of light, grace, and forgiveness. This is not merely a
change in location but a fundamental shift in their allegiance, identity, and spiritual
standing, now belonging to Christ and experiencing the blessings of his kingdom.

4. How are redemption and forgiveness understood in the context of this passage in
Colossians?

Redemption, as explained through the analogy of a restored wedding ring, signifies the
process of rescuing something precious from a state of corruption and restoring it to its
original beauty and value. In the spiritual sense, it refers to Christ's act of buying back
humanity from the bondage of sin. Forgiveness, on the other hand, is the gracious act of
God in Christ whereby our sins and debts against him are canceled. Paul highlights this
by referencing the song about Christ paying a debt he did not owe. Both redemption and
forgiveness are essential components of the transfer from darkness to light, made
possible through Christ.

5. According to Dr. Darko, why does Paul emphasize the importance of knowledge in
combating false teaching in the Colossian church?

Paul's prayer for the Colossian church includes the request that they be "filled with the
knowledge of God." Dr. Darko emphasizes that this highlights the crucial role of
understanding and comprehending the truth in resisting false teachings. While prayer is
necessary, it is not sufficient on its own. Believers need a solid foundation of knowledge
about God and the gospel to discern and refute deceptive arguments. Paul’s prayer and
his reminders of what they have heard, understood, and learned underscore the
cognitive dimension of spiritual growth and resilience against error.
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6. How does Paul describe the pre-Christian past of the Colossian believers, and how
does this contrast with their present and future in Christ?

Paul vividly describes the pre-Christian past of the Colossians in Colossians 1:21 as a
state of being "alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds." This signifies a spiritual
separation from God, a mindset opposed to him, and a lifestyle characterized by sin.
However, through Christ's death and reconciliation (Colossians 1:22), their present
reality is one of being made holy, blameless, and above reproach before God. Looking to
the future (Colossians 1:23), Paul exhorts them to continue steadfast in the faith, not
shifting from the hope of the gospel, emphasizing the ongoing nature of their
commitment and the assurance of their hope.

7. What is the apparent paradox in Paul's statement about "filling up what is lacking in
Christ's afflictions" (Colossians 1:24), and how is it explained?

The statement that Paul is "filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions" can seem to
suggest that Christ's suffering was incomplete, which contradicts the sufficiency of his
atoning sacrifice. However, this is explained by understanding it within a Jewish
apocalyptic framework. It does not imply a deficiency in Christ's redemptive work but
rather that Christ's suffering initiated a period of tribulation for his followers, particularly
those involved in proclaiming the gospel to the Gentiles. Paul sees his own sufferings as
part of this ongoingMessianic tribulation, contributing to the unfolding of God's end-
times purposes and the completion of the church's mission. He is not adding to Christ's
atoning sacrifice but participating in the suffering that accompanies the proclamation of
the gospel in the world.

8. What is the "mystery" that Paul mentions in Colossians, and how does it relate to
Christ and the church?

The "mystery" that Paul refers to in Colossians, and which he will elaborate on further in
Ephesians, is centered in Christ. It encompasses God's plan, previously hidden but now
revealed, to reconcile all things to himself through Christ and to unite both Jews and
Gentiles into one body, the church. This mystery involves the indwelling of Christ in
believers and the inclusion of the Gentiles as fellow heirs in God's promises through the
gospel. It is a revelation of God's wisdom and knowledge, all the treasures of which are
hidden in Christ (Colossians 2:2-3).



