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Dr. David Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 26,  

Segment Survey – James 4:1-12 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 26, James 4:1-12, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. David Bauer's lecture on Inductive Bible Study analyzes James 4:1-12. He structures 

his analysis around a problem-solution framework, identifying internal conflict 

stemming from worldly desires as the core problem. Bauer then explores the causes of 

this conflict, tracing them from external actions back to flawed motivations and prayer. 

Finally, he presents the solution as a dual process of divine initiative (God's grace) and 

human response (repentance, humility, and resisting evil). The lecture also examines the 

use of figurative language in James, particularly the metaphor of "war" to depict internal 

and external struggles within the early Christian community. 

2.  16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 26 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Inductive Bible Study).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 

26, James 4:1-12 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided lecture on James 4:1-12 by Dr. David Bauer: 

Briefing Document: Dr. David Bauer on James 4:1-12 

Overall Theme: This lecture focuses on the source of conflict and division within the 

Christian community, identifying it as stemming from internal desires and a lack of 

genuine relationship with God. It highlights the contrast between worldly and divine 

wisdom, and presents a path to reconciliation and spiritual health through humility, 

repentance, and reliance on God's grace. 

Key Concepts and Ideas: 

1. Context and Structure: 

• James 4:1-12 is part of a larger segment (3:1-4:12) centered on "warring 

passions" and the contrast between "wisdom from above" and "wisdom from 

below." (p. 1) 

• The passage is structured as problem (4:1-4) and solution (4:5-10), and 

specifically utilizes an interrogative form of reasoning, starting with external 

results (wars and fighting) and then moving backwards to deeper causes. (p. 2) 

1. The Problem: Internal and External Conflict 

• Figurative Language: While some commentators suggest literal warfare, Dr. Bauer 

argues that "wars" and "fighting" in 4:1 are likely figurative, representing intense 

discord within the Christian community. This is an example of James using strong 

metaphorical language to show the seriousness of the conflict. (p. 2-3) 

• Violence, Destructiveness, Malice: The language of "wars" and "fighting" 

emphasizes the violent, destructive, and malicious aspects of the conflict, 

highlighting the damage caused by misusing speech and actions towards others. 

(p. 4) 

• Internal Warfare: The root of external conflicts is traced to internal "passions" ( 

edonea ) - or desires ( epithumia) – which are at war within individuals. (p. 5) 

These passions can become destructive if left unchecked and unaligned with 

God’s will. 
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• Double-Mindedness: The internal conflict arises from being “double-minded” – 

wanting friendship with both the world and God, leading to a kind of “civil war” 

within a person. (p. 6) 

• Unfulfilled Desire and Covetousness: Internal strife is particularized by unfulfilled 

desires which lead to exploiting others and internal covetousness which causes 

further anger and violence, leading to struggles and a "taking it out on others" 

mentality. (p.7) 

1. The Problem Deepens: Ineffective Prayer and Worldly Friendship 

• Lack of Prayer: A lack of prayer is identified as a deeper cause. "You do not have 

because you do not ask." (p.8) 

• Wrong Motives in Prayer: Even when people pray, their prayers may not be 

answered because they ask wrongly, desiring to spend what they receive on their 

"passions." (p.8) Prayer is not a "magic talisman" but an expression of a 

relationship with God. (p.9) 

• Friendship with the World as Enmity with God: At the heart of the problem is 

"friendship with the world," which is incompatible with friendship with God, and 

makes one an enemy of God. (p. 9) This is framed in terms of a total commitment 

required in true friendship. 

• Idolatry: The language of "unfaithful creatures" (adulterers), used in verse 4 

draws on the Old Testament metaphor of idolatry as adultery, portraying a failure 

to be exclusively committed to God. (p. 10) 

1. The Solution: Divine Initiative and Human Response 

• God's Jealousy and Grace: The solution starts with God's initiative, emphasizing 

that “He yearns jealously over the spirit which he has made to dwell in us.” God 

does not simply abandon those in conflict, but desires their return, demonstrating 

both jealousy and grace. (p. 11-13) God desires us totally and will not share us 

with the world. 

• Greater Gift: God constantly gives more grace, or a "greater gift" that is stronger 

than sin and judgement; this is the possibility of redemption through repentance. 

(p. 13-14) 

• Human Response: While salvation is a gift from God, it requires participation, 

described by Bauer as "reception of the gift". (p. 14) 
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• Exhortations to Repentance: Verses 7-10 present a series of exhortations 

demonstrating the content of that "reception". This includes: "Submit yourselves 

therefore to God," "Resist the devil," "Draw near to God," "Cleanse your hands," 

"Purify your hearts," "Be wretched and mourn and weep," and "Humble 

yourselves before the Lord." These specific acts are what submitting to God looks 

like. (p. 14-15) 

1. Specific Exhortations 

• Resist the Devil, Draw Near to God: These two actions are closely linked, and 

imply that both God and the Devil are responsive to human initiative. (p. 15) 

• Cleansing and Purifying: "Cleanse your hands" suggests action based in 

obedience, and "purify your hearts" refers to right attitude and single minded 

devotion. (p. 16) 

• Mourning: This involves a deep, serious response to our pitiful condition, and 

acknowledging the need for a radical change in behavior and mindset. (p. 16-17) 

1. The Problem of Evil Speaking (4:11-12): 

• Prohibition: James prohibits "speaking evil against one another" as a present 

action to be stopped. (p. 17) 

• Condemnation: This kind of evil speaking refers to condemnation of fellow 

believers, and judging others from an attitude of spiritual superiority. (p. 18) 

• Judging the Law: Speaking evil against a brother equates to speaking against the 

law (especially the law of love), and assuming the role of God as judge, for there 

is one judge and lawgiver alone. (p. 19) This goes against the proper place of 

creatures, by arrogating to ourselves a role that belongs to God alone. 

• Transgressing Boundaries: Judging others implies perfect understanding, 

performance, and prerogative, which are attributes of God alone; doing so is a 

transgression of the bounds of creaturehood. (p. 19-20) 

Quotes: 

• "What causes wars, and what causes fighting among you? Is it not your passions 

that are at work in your members?" (James 4:1) 

• "You desire and do not have, so you kill and you covet and cannot obtain, so you 

fight and wage war." (James 4:2) 
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• "You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive because 

you ask wrongly to spend it on your passions." (James 4:2-3) 

• "Unfaithful creatures, do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 

with God?" (James 4:4) 

• "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4:6) 

• "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

Draw near to God and he will draw near to you." (James 4:7-8) 

• "Do not speak evil against one another, brethren." (James 4:11) 

Implications: 

• Self-Examination: Christians should examine the root causes of conflict within 

their own hearts and relationships. 

• Importance of Prayer: Genuine, faith-filled prayer is essential, with a motive for 

the good of others and aligned with God's will, rather than selfish gain. 

• Commitment to God: The true believer must make a commitment to friendship 

with God alone and not be double-minded by also desiring friendship with the 

world. 

• Humility and Repentance: True spiritual growth requires humbling oneself before 

God, confessing sin, and turning away from ungodly desires and behaviors. 

• Community Harmony: Pursuing humility, repentance, and reliance on God’s grace 

is necessary for the healthy function of the Christian community. 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Bauer’s lecture on James 4:1-12 provides a deep and nuanced understanding of the 

origins and solutions to conflict within the church. It emphasizes that these conflicts are 

not merely external struggles, but the outcome of deeper internal battles and a lack of 

commitment to God. The call to humility, repentance, and reliance on God's grace offers 

a path toward restoration and harmony. The lecture also provides insight to the misuse 

of speech and the dangerous of the attitude of judging others, which stems from selfish 

desire. 
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4. Study Guide:  Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 26,  

         James 4:1-12 

Inductive Bible Study: James 4:1-12 Study Guide 

Short Answer Quiz 

1. According to Dr. Bauer, what is at the center of the segment in James that 

includes 4:1-12? 

2. What does the "wisdom from below" manifest as, according to Bauer's 

interpretation of James? 

3. Explain how Dr. Bauer interprets the "wars and fightings" mentioned in James 4:1. 

4. What does Dr. Bauer say are the three elements emphasized by the figurative 

language of wars and fightings? 

5. How does Dr. Bauer connect the desires mentioned in James 4:1 with the desires 

mentioned in 1:14-15? 

6. What are the two types of "desires" that Dr. Bauer says James is discussing in 

chapter 4? 

7. What is the relationship between internal and external strife, according to Dr. 

Bauer's analysis of James 4:2? 

8. According to Dr. Bauer, why does God not answer certain prayers, as explained in 

James 4:3? 

9. What is the significance of James referring to the audience as “adulterers”? 

10. In James 4:7-10, what does Dr. Bauer say are the two elements of a human 

response to God’s grace? 

Short Answer Quiz Answer Key 

1. According to Dr. Bauer, at the center of the segment that includes 4:1-12 is the 

presentation of wisdom from above over against wisdom from below, which 

seems to be the cause for the warring passions. The center is the essential issue 

of character. 

2. According to Dr. Bauer's interpretation of James, the "wisdom from below" 

manifests as unruly speech (the unbridled tongue and evil speech directed 
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towards others) and wars and fighting. It also manifests as "bitter jealousy and 

selfish ambition." 

3. Dr. Bauer interprets "wars and fightings" as metaphorical language used to 

describe disruptions, disagreements, and discord within the Christian community, 

not literal physical conflicts. He believes it points to violence, destructiveness, and 

malice. 

4. The three elements emphasized by the figurative language of wars and fightings 

are violence, destructiveness, and malice. These three things point to the real 

damage that occurs when community is disrupted. 

5. Dr. Bauer connects the desires in 4:1 (passions at war) with the temptation 

described in 1:14-15, noting the connection between the result of desire being 

death in 1:15 and the "killing" in 4:2. 

6. According to Bauer, James discusses two desires in chapter 4: one toward 

good/God and one toward evil/the world. These desires seem to be split from the 

single neutral desire (yetzer) described in chapter one. 

7. Dr. Bauer explains that internal strife (unfulfilled desires and unsatisfied coveting) 

necessarily leads to external strife. He also believes there's a connection between 

the frustration of unfulfilled desires causing one to "take it out" on others. 

8. According to Dr. Bauer, God does not answer prayers because people ask with the 

wrong motives. They ask to spend it on their passions, which is self-destructive, 

and because they are trying to live in isolation from God. 

9. According to Bauer, the reference to “adulterers” is an echo of Old Testament 

language which uses adultery as a metaphor for idolatry. In this case, the 

audience’s idolatry is their friendship with the world. 

10. According to Dr. Bauer, the two elements are submitting to God and humbling 

oneself to God, with intervening elements describing the specific actions 

(resisting the devil, drawing near to God, cleansing hands, purifying hearts, 

experiencing godly remorse). 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze how Dr. Bauer uses the concept of "cause and effect" to explain the 

progression of thought in James 4:1-4. Discuss how the author moves from 

external manifestations of conflict to internal motivations and ultimately to the 

problem of relationship with God. 

2. Explain how the concepts of "wisdom from above" and "wisdom from below" 

contribute to Dr. Bauer's interpretation of James 4:1-12. Explore how he uses this 

contrast to illustrate the problems and solutions discussed in the text. 

3. Discuss the significance of Dr. Bauer's emphasis on the metaphorical nature of 

language in James 4:1-12. Explain how this interpretation impacts the meaning of 

words such as "wars," "fightings," and "killing" in the context of the passage. 

4. Examine Dr. Bauer's understanding of the relationship between divine initiative 

and human response in James 4:5-10. How does he explain the interplay between 

God's grace and human actions in achieving reconciliation with God? 

5. Analyze how the concept of "friendship with the world" as described in James 4:4 

is interpreted by Dr. Bauer. Explain the implications of this concept for a believer’s 

relationship with God and how this ties into the problem of unanswered prayer. 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Inductive Bible Study: A method of studying the Bible that emphasizes direct 

observation of the text, leading to interpretation and application based on what 

the text says. 

• Wisdom from Above: Divine wisdom that comes from God and is characterized 

by peace, gentleness, and righteousness, as described in James 3:17-18. 

• Wisdom from Below: Human wisdom based on earthly instincts and inclinations, 

characterized by jealousy, selfish ambition, and disorder (James 3:14-16). 

• Figurative Language: Language that uses symbols or imagery to convey a 

meaning beyond the literal definitions of the words. 

• Edonea: The Greek word for "passions" used synonymously with "epithumia" in 

this text. 
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• Epithumia: The Greek word for desire or desires, sometimes translated as 

passion. Represents the concept of undifferentiated desire. 

• Yetzer: A Jewish concept of undifferentiated human desire. It can be neutral but 

can become yetzer hara (evil desire) if unchecked. 

• Double-Minded: A person who has divided loyalties, desiring both friendship with 

God and friendship with the world (James 4:8). 

• Substantiation: The process of providing evidence or reasons to support a claim 

or idea. 

• Inclusio: A literary technique in which a passage begins and ends with similar 

words or ideas, creating a sense of enclosure or completeness. 

• Monergism: The theological view that God alone is the active agent in salvation, 

without human cooperation. 

• Synergism: The theological view that God and humans cooperate in the process 

of salvation. 

• Grace: God's unmerited favor or gift. 

• Enmity: A state of being actively opposed or hostile to someone or something. 

• Hina statement: A purpose statement in Greek which clarifies the reason for an 

action or event 

• Katalaleo: A Greek word meaning "to speak against" or "to slander." 
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5. FAQs on Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 26, James 4:1-

12, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions About James 4:1-12 

1. What are the root causes of conflict and disharmony among believers, according 

to James 4:1-2? 

2. According to James, the primary cause of conflict ("wars and fightings") within the 

community stems from internal "passions" (desires and cravings) that are in 

constant struggle within each individual. These unchecked desires lead to 

frustration when they are not fulfilled, which in turn manifests as outward 

conflict, such as fighting, coveting and even "killing" metaphorically. The root of 

the problem is ultimately not external, but rather internal and self-centered. 

3. How does the concept of "desire" connect James 4 with James 1:14-15, and 

what is the significance of this connection? 

4. James makes a clear connection between the "passions" (hedonea) discussed in 

chapter 4 and the "desires" (epithumia) mentioned in 1:14-15. In chapter 1, 

desire is presented as a neutral force that can lead to temptation and sin when it 

is not properly managed. In chapter 4, the unchecked and self-centered desires 

have split into both a desire to do good and a desire to do evil and are a direct 

source of conflict and destruction. The connection underscores that uncontrolled 

desires are not simply a personal issue; they have a profound impact on 

relationships and community. 

5. Why does James emphasize the importance of prayer in connection to the 

conflicts described in 4:1-3? 

6. James argues that the ineffectiveness of prayer is a key factor contributing to the 

conflicts. He indicates that the reason people don't have what they desire is 

because they either don't ask or they ask with wrong motives. They are asking in 

order to satisfy their selfish "passions," rather than for God's purposes. James 

stresses that effective prayer requires both asking and having the right attitude 

and motives, indicating that prayer is not a self serving tool but a mechanism to 

build our relationship with God and ask for things in alignment with his will. 

  



11 
 

7. What does James mean by "friendship with the world" and why is it considered 

"enmity with God?" 

8. "Friendship with the world," in James' context, refers to a deep and intimate 

alignment with worldly values, desires, and goals. This type of "friendship" 

implies a total and exclusive commitment to worldly ideals, making it impossible 

to simultaneously maintain a true commitment to God. It is considered "enmity 

with God" because God requires complete devotion, and attempting to divide 

one's allegiance between God and the world places one in direct opposition to 

God's will. James uses the language of adultery to reinforce how grave an offense 

this is, like how a wife could not commit herself sexually to another man without 

betraying her marriage, we cannot commit ourselves to the world without 

betraying our relationship with God. 

9. How does James introduce the concept of "jealousy" in 4:5 and what does this 

indicate about God's nature? 

10. James states that "Scripture says He yearns jealously over the spirit which he has 

made to dwell in us." This "jealousy" should be understood in the context of 

God's righteous claim over the spirit He has placed within humanity. It reflects 

God's passionate and unwavering desire for complete loyalty, as well as the value 

he places on his relationship with humanity. In this context, this jealousy is not a 

negative trait like human jealousy but a righteous and appropriate concern for the 

integrity of the divine-human relationship. 

11. What is the significance of God's "grace" in James 4:6 and how does it relate to 

His jealousy? 

12. God's "grace," given more generously than sin or judgment, is presented as the 

hope and means of redemption despite God's jealousy. God's jealousy for the 

Spirit He placed within us is what drives his desire to win us back. This divine 

grace is not just forgiveness but an active pursuit to restore broken relationships. 

It is a manifestation of God's love, providing the strength and the means for those 

who are in enmity with Him to turn back to Him. It is this grace that makes 

repentance and renewal possible. 

  



12 
 

13. How does James describe the human response to God's grace, as described in 

4:7-10? 

14. James outlines several actions that constitute the human response to God's 

initiative of grace. These include submitting to God, resisting the devil, drawing 

near to God, cleansing one's hands, purifying one's heart, and humbling oneself 

before the Lord. This response encompasses both inward transformation 

(purifying the heart) and outward conduct (cleansing the hands), emphasizing 

that true conversion involves both a change of mind and behavior. It's an act of 

receiving God's gift. 

15. How does the issue of judging and speaking evil against others relate to the 

themes of the passage and to the larger context of the book of James, 

particularly in 4:11-12? 

16. James links evil speaking against others to the themes of internal strife, the 

misuse of the tongue, and the overstepping of human bounds. James states that 

to judge a brother is to judge and therefore to speak against the law itself and 

against the very nature of God's role as ultimate lawgiver and judge. Because we 

cannot execute our judgments, and because we are also guilty of sin, to assume 

the role of judge is a transgression of creaturehood. The passage also links back 

to the previous discussion of the dangers of an unruly tongue by emphasizing that 

using the tongue to judge and condemn one another is not in alignment with 

building up the community. In short, James reminds us we must treat each other 

with humility and grace instead of judgment. 


