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Dr. David Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 19,  

Segment Survey – James 1:22-27 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18, James 1:22-27, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. David Bauer's lecture on Inductive Bible Study analyzes James 1:22-27, focusing on 

the importance of being a "doer of the Word," not just a hearer. He contrasts true and 

false religion, emphasizing that genuine faith necessitates action, particularly acts of 

mercy towards others. The lecture explores the concept of self-deception within 

religious practice and examines the interplay between present and future salvation. 

Bauer interprets the passage's use of parables and allegorical elements to illustrate the 

significance of actively living out one's faith, highlighting the need for a holistic approach 

encompassing relationships with God, self, others, and the world. Finally, the lecture 

concludes by summarizing the four key elements of true religion according to James. 

 

2.  35 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 19 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Inductive Bible Study).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 

18, James 1:22-27 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from 

the provided excerpts of Dr. David Bauer's lecture on James 1:22-27: 

Briefing Document: James 1:22-27 - The Requirements of the Word and True Religion 

Overall Theme: This section of James (1:22-27) focuses on the practical application of 

the Word of God, emphasizing that true faith is not just about hearing or intellectual 

assent but about active obedience and a life reflecting God's character. It also addresses 

the nature of true religion, contrasting it with a superficial or self-deceptive form. 

Key Concepts and Ideas: 

1. James 1 as an Overture: Dr. Bauer views Chapter 1 of James as a kind of 

introduction, presenting the major themes that will be developed throughout the 

book. This section (1:16-27) particularly focuses on the "triphs of the Christian life 

over deception through the power of the Word." 

2. The Exhortation of 1:22: The core exhortation is: "be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves." 

• Doers vs. Hearers: This introduces a key contrast. Being a "doer" signifies actively 

living out the teachings of the Word, while being a "hearer only" involves simply 

listening without corresponding action. 

• Self-Deception: The phrase "deceiving yourselves" highlights the danger of 

believing that hearing the Word alone is sufficient for salvation or pleasing God. 

The Greek word used here, paralogizomai, emphasizes a form of self-deception 

regarding one's own salvation. 

1. Substantiation of the Exhortation (1:23-25): James uses a comparison (a parable 

with allegorical aspects) of a man looking in a mirror to illustrate the difference 

between hearing and doing: 

• Hearer Only (1:23-24): The person who hears the Word but doesn't act on it is 

like someone who looks in a mirror, sees their flaws, and then immediately 

forgets them without making changes. They receive the Word but do not allow its 

truth to impact their lives or behavior. 
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• "For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 

intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and 

at once forgets what he was like." 

• Hearer and Doer (1:25): In contrast, the one who "looks into the perfect law, the 

law of liberty, and perseveres" is a doer. This person actively engages with the 

Word, allowing it to shape their character and behavior, and is "blessed in his 

doing." This involves an intentional, enduring examination (parakupto), and 

allows what is seen to determine behavior. 

• "But he who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 

hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing." 

• Chiasm (A-B-B-A): The structure of the passage (positive exhortation to be doers, 

negative of being hearers only, then the negative example of hearers only, and 

the positive example of doers) emphasizes the importance of the doing aspect. 

1. The "Perfect Law, the Law of Liberty": This refers to the Word of God. 

• Completeness: It is "perfect" because it contains all that is necessary for 

salvation. It is reminiscent of Psalm 19:7. 

• "The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul." 

• Freedom: It is the "law of liberty" because it liberates from bondage to self-

obsession, sin and the world and to self-interest, enabling one to love their 

neighbor. It also promises freedom from judgment (2:12-13). 

• The Gospel: This law, interpreted by and fulfilled in the Gospel and the love 

command, as brought to fulfillment by Christ, is made operational through faith. 

1. Deception and Salvation: 

• Misreading 1:19-21: There is a danger of misconstruing verses 1:19-21 (being 

"quick to hear" and receiving the Word) as meaning that only hearing is sufficient, 

without the need for action. James corrects this possible misreading in 1:22. 

• Superficial Creedal Assent: Simply accepting the Word as truth or giving creedal 

affirmation ("believing that God is one") without behavioral change is insufficient. 

Even demons believe this (2:19). 

• Present and Future Salvation: Being a doer of the Word is connected to both 

experiencing freedom (deliverance from bondage to evil) in the present life, but 

also to the blessedness of future salvation (eschatological). 
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1. "True Religion" vs. "Vain Religion" (1:26-27): 

• Universal Religious Sense: James appeals to the universal human desire to please 

God, which underlies the concept of "religion." 

• "Vain" or "Worthless" Religion (1:26): Religion is vain if it does not lead to 

genuine transformation and is not acceptable to God. This is characterized by self-

deception and failing to bridle the tongue. It is described with the Greek word 

apatao indicating a different form of deception. 

• "If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 

heart, this person's religion is worthless." 

• "Pure and Undefiled Religion" (1:27): True religion is characterized by: 

• A Bridled Tongue: This signifies controlling speech and avoiding sinful language. 

The tongue is an indicator of inner character. This will be discussed further in 

Chapter 3. 

• Being Pure and Undefiled: This reflects God's unity and perfection and is not just 

outward ritual cleanliness but rather a wholeness and lack of admixture or alloy 

in life. 

• Visiting Orphans and Widows in Their Affliction: This represents actively caring 

for the poor and oppressed. It reflects God's character as a loving Father and is a 

covenant obligation for Christians. The word "visit" here implies a commitment to 

help and care for them. 

• Keeping Oneself Unstained from the World: This does not mean withdrawing 

from society but rather resisting the values and temptations of the world and its 

pull towards the things of this age and a disposition against God. It's about a 

divided allegiance, trying to serve God and the world simultaneously. 

• "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world." 

• Cultic Language: James uses cultic language (e.g., threskos, katharos, amiantos) in 

a way that transcends mere ritual, emphasizing that the heart of true religion is 

not in ritual but in right behavior and acts of mercy. 

• James does not reject ritual as such, but he redefines them as acts of behavior, 

and mercy, rather than just liturgical performance. 
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1. The Unifying Theme of Self-Deception: Deception ties together verses 16-27. 

• 1:16: Deception regarding God's motives. 

• 1:22: Deception regarding God's method for salvation. 

• 1:26: Deception regarding God's approval. 

1. Moral Responsibility: True religion is a framework of moral responsibility 

encompassing one's relationship with God, self, others, and the world, 

particularly the needy. A relationship with God is determined by relationships to 

these other things. 

2. Kingdom Perspective: The passage urges Christians to adopt a kingdom 

perspective rather than the perspective of the present age. 

Key Takeaways: 

• Hearing the Word of God is essential, but it is not enough. Active obedience and 

application of the Word in daily life are crucial. 

• True faith is not merely intellectual assent or creedal affirmation; it manifests in 

transformed behavior and a life that reflects God's character. 

• Religion is not simply about performing religious acts or rituals but about loving 

God, loving your neighbor and caring for the needy and living a life unstained by 

the values of the world. 

• Self-deception is a significant danger and must be resisted. 

• Salvation is experienced in the process of doing the Word. 

This briefing document highlights the central ideas in the lecture and provides a solid 

understanding of the main points. Let me know if you have any further questions! 
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4. Study Guide:  Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 19,  

         James 1:22-27 

James 1:22-27 Study Guide 

Quiz 

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. According to Dr. Bauer, what is the main contrast James establishes in verse 22? 

2. How does James use the mirror analogy to illustrate the problem of being 

"hearers only?" 

3. What does it mean for the law to be described as "perfect" and a "law of liberty" 

in this context? 

4. How does Dr. Bauer interpret the connection between doing the Word and 

experiencing salvation? 

5. What are the three types of deception that Dr. Bauer identifies within James 1:16-

27? 

6. What is the significance of the Greek word threskos, translated as “religious” in 

verse 26? 

7. What are the key differences between true and vain religion as presented in 

James 1:26-27? 

8. Why is "visiting orphans and widows" included as a marker of true religion? 

9. How does James use the concept of being “unstained from the world” and what 

does it mean? 

10. How does this passage connect to the idea of worship as a practice? 

Answer Key 

1. James contrasts the positive exhortation to be doers of the Word with the 

negative idea of being hearers only, who deceive themselves. This contrast 

highlights the importance of action alongside simply listening. 

2. The mirror analogy illustrates how a hearer only sees their imperfections 

(spiritual or otherwise) but does not act to correct them, forgetting what they 

saw. This shows a lack of genuine engagement with the word. 
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3. The law is described as "perfect" because it contains everything necessary for 

salvation and "law of liberty" because it offers freedom from the bondage of self-

interest, judgement, and sin, thereby enabling true obedience. 

4. Dr. Bauer interprets the connection as sacramental, implying that salvation is 

experienced through the process of doing the Word, indicating both present 

deliverance and the promise of future eschatological blessedness. 

5. The three types of deception are deception regarding God's motives (v. 16), 

deception regarding God's method of salvation (v. 22), and deception regarding 

God’s approval (v. 26). 

6. The word threskos emphasizes the human impulse to please God through 

religious acts, which makes it all the more devastating when those acts are 

deemed vain or useless as far as God is concerned. 

7. True religion involves acts of mercy, bridling the tongue, being pure and 

undefiled, and freedom from worldliness, while vain religion is marked by self-

deception, empty religious performance, and a lack of action. 

8. Visiting widows and orphans represents caring for the poor and oppressed and is 

a covenant obligation of Christians to reflect God’s compassion and active love as 

Father and Creator. 

9. Being unstained from the world means actively engaging in the world while 

avoiding the worldly disposition toward evil. This means not finding security in 

this present world and resisting a double-minded approach to religion. 

10. This passage links worship not only to the assembly but to the crucible of life. To 

be a doer of the word is to actively live out the gospel in daily life. This is the 

essence of true worship. 

 

Essay Questions 

Instructions: Choose one of the following questions to answer in an essay format. 

1. Analyze the structure of James 1:22-27, focusing on the relationships between 

the exhortation, substantiation, and the use of chiasm. How does this structure 

contribute to the overall message of the passage? 
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2. Compare and contrast the concepts of “hearing” and “doing” as presented in 

James 1:22-25. Explore the implications of each approach in relation to salvation 

and the Christian life. 

3. Discuss the role of “deception” in James 1:16-27, using the three types of 

deception identified by Dr. Bauer. How do these deceptions relate to each other, 

and what does James suggest as a solution to avoid them? 

4. Examine the connection between law and liberty in the context of James 1:25. 

How does James redefine the law, and what does it mean for the Christian's 

ability to obey? 

5. Evaluate the markers of true religion in James 1:26-27 and explain how they 

relate to the broader themes of the book of James. What is the relationship 

between ritual and behavior within the framework of true religion? 

 

Glossary of Key Terms 

• Doer of the Word: Someone who not only hears and understands the message of 

the gospel but also acts upon it, allowing it to shape their character and behavior. 

• Hearer Only: Someone who listens to the Word but does not act on it, resulting in 

self-deception and an ineffective faith. 

• Paralogizomai: Greek word for "deceive," used in verse 22, referring to deceiving 

oneself regarding what is necessary for salvation. 

• Planao: Greek word for "deceive," used in verse 16, referring to being misled or 

straying from truth. 

• Apatao: Greek word for "deceive," used in verse 26, referring to self-deception 

regarding God's approval. 

• Perfect Law of Liberty: The complete and freeing law of God (potentially alluding 

to the Torah as reinterpreted by Jesus), which brings freedom from self-

obsession, judgement, and sin. 

• Chiasm: A literary structure where ideas or words are presented in an A-B-B-A 

pattern, used here to emphasize the positive aspects of being a doer of the Word. 

• Eschatological: Relating to the end times or the final destiny of humanity. In this 

context, it refers to the future, ultimate salvation experienced after death. 
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• Threskos: Greek word for "religious," referring to the performance of religious 

acts to please God. 

• Mataios: Greek word for "vain" or "useless," used in verse 26 to describe religion 

that does not please God. 

• Pure and Undefiled: A cultic term referring to being acceptable to God through 

freedom from the stain of worldliness and a wholehearted commitment to the 

faith. 

• Unstained from the World: Not being corrupted by or conforming to worldly 

values and desires. 

• Visiting Orphans and Widows: Acts of mercy that illustrate the true nature of 

religion and obedience to God's command to care for the poor and oppressed. 

• Katano'o: Greek word for a "quick glance," used in verse 23 to describe one who 

only superficially looks at the law. 

• Parakupto: Greek word for "to peer into," used in verse 25 to describe one who 

looks intently into the law. 
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5. FAQs on Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 19, James 

1:22-27, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on James 1:22-27 

1. What is the central exhortation of James 1:22, and how is it structured? The 

central exhortation is "be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves." This exhortation is structured with a positive command to be doers 

of the word, contrasted with the negative warning against being merely hearers, 

which leads to self-deception. The structure emphasizes the importance of action 

over passive listening. 

2. How does James use the mirror analogy (1:23-24) to illustrate the danger of 

being a hearer only? James uses the mirror analogy to depict a person who 

glances at their reflection, sees imperfections, but then goes away and forgets 

what they saw. This illustrates how someone might hear God's word, 

acknowledge it, but fail to apply its truths, thereby demonstrating a superficial 

level of engagement that brings no lasting change or benefit. This is about a lack 

of persistence and deep, internal change. 

3. What is the significance of the "perfect law, the law of liberty" in James 1:25, 

and what does it mean to "look into" and "persevere" in it? The "perfect law, 

the law of liberty" refers to God's complete and liberating word, which provides 

all that is necessary for salvation and freedom. To "look into" (parakupto) means 

to actively peer, bending down and gazing intently with ongoing focus, and to 

"persevere" signifies the continued, enduring effort to allow the word to shape 

one's character and behavior. This is not a fleeting glance, but a deep and active 

engagement. 

4. According to this passage, how is salvation, both present and future, 

experienced? Salvation, as described in James 1:22-25, is experienced both 

presently through experiencing freedom and deliverance from bondage to evil, 

and also in the future, eschatologically, as a final blessing. This salvation is not 

obtained passively, but is mediated through action; actively engaging with and 

doing the word. The process of doing the word is essential to experience 

salvation. 
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5. How does James connect "hearing the word" with "doing the word"? Is it 

sufficient to only hear the word of God? James argues that simply "hearing the 

word" is not sufficient and can actually lead to self-deception. He emphasizes the 

need to actively "do" the word, applying its teachings to one's life, behavior and 

relationships. Hearing without doing is like looking in a mirror and forgetting what 

you saw, lacking any transformative power. The implication is that if a person only 

hears and does not do, they may not experience the saving power of the word. 

6. What does James mean by “pure and undefiled religion” in 1:27, and what two 

key aspects does he identify? James defines "pure and undefiled religion" not as 

ritual or formal acts, but as behavior characterized by two key elements: "to visit 

orphans and widows in their affliction," and "to keep oneself unstained from the 

world." These two things represent acts of mercy and a commitment to moral 

purity. It’s about actively showing compassion to the vulnerable and separating 

oneself from the evil of the world, moving beyond merely outward acts of 

religion. 

7. How does James connect the idea of bridling the tongue in 1:26 with true 

religion, and what does this suggest about the nature of one's heart and 

actions? James connects bridling the tongue with true religion by saying that if 

one is religious but does not control their speech, they are deceiving their heart, 

and their religion is worthless. This suggests a vital connection between one's 

internal state, evidenced by how they speak, and their external expression of 

faith. Actions (including speech), flow from the condition of the heart, and speech 

is one way the heart can be revealed. 

8. What is James' view of the world in the context of 1:27, and how does this 

connect to living a religious life? In the context of James 1:27, the "world" refers 

to the inclination to find security and comfort in material possessions and worldly 

values that are opposed to God. Keeping oneself "unstained from the world" does 

not mean withdrawal from society but rather resisting the worldly mindset that 

undermines true faith and leading to a life that is divided between God and 

worldly pursuits. It is a call to adopt the perspective of God’s kingdom rather than 

the present age and to allow that to govern one's life. 


