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Dr. David Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18,  

Segment Survey – James 1:16-21 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18, James 1:16-21, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. David Bauer's lecture on Inductive Bible Study analyzes James 1:16-21. The lecture 

focuses on the themes of deception and the Word of Truth as antidotes to temptation 

and sin. Bauer emphasizes the character of God as the unchanging "Father of Lights," 

contrasting God's unwavering goodness with the variability of creation. He further 

explores the importance of actively receiving and obeying God's Word, highlighting the 

concepts of "being doers, not just hearers," and the importance of cultivating meekness, 

attentiveness, and controlled speech. The lecture concludes by connecting the 

transformative power of the Word to the new birth and its implications for the Christian 

life. 

2.  16 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18 –  Double click icon 

to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Inductive Bible Study).  
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3.  Briefing Document: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 

18, James 1:16-21 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided lecture excerpt on James 1:16-21: 

Briefing Document: James 1:16-21 

Overview: 

This lecture segment focuses on James 1:16-21, which Dr. Bauer identifies as the first of 

four sub-units within the second half of James chapter 1. The overarching theme he 

gives for this section is "Living According to the Reality and Resources of the Word, with 

Emphasis Upon Doing and Hearing the Word." This particular section emphasizes the 

character of the word and is titled "Recognition of the Word". 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

1. The Danger of Deception (v. 16): 

• James begins with a general exhortation, "Do not be deceived, my beloved 

brethren." The Greek word used for "deceived" is "planao," which suggests a 

serious error, not just an intellectual mistake, and is at the heart of sin. The 

deception implies a pre-existing or potential state of being deceived. 

• Bauer notes that James will use this word again in 5:19 "my brethren, if anyone 

among you wanders from the truth, planao, and someone brings him back..." 

showing that deception, planao, is seen as sin. 

• This deception is not simply an intellectual mistake, it's a serious error that 

hinders one's ability to deal with temptation, which implies that it hinders one's 

ability to deal with sin. 

• The deception, specifically, is the idea that God is the source of temptation. James 

has just finished explaining that temptation comes from within, not from God. 

• This deception also involves thinking there is variability in God. 

• Quote: "The form of the prohibition here suggests that they should stop being 

deceived, that there is a deception that is already in place or is at least potentially 

at work within them." 
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1. God's Goodness and Invariability (v. 17): 

• As a counter to deception, James presents the true nature of God. 

• God is the source of every good and perfect gift. The gifts are inclusive, allowing 

for no exceptions. Every gift, both the act of giving and the gift itself, is from God. 

• God is the "Father of Lights," a title that points to His goodness and desire to 

communicate that goodness to humanity. He gives light. 

• He is unchanging; "with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change." 

• God does not change, unlike the created lights (sun, moon, stars) which move and 

cast shadows. This highlights His consistent and unwavering goodness. 

• Even the withholding of gifts is from God and can be seen as a better good. 

• Quote: "Every good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of Lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due 

to change." 

• Quote: "He communicates light, not simply is light Himself, but He communicates 

light. He illumines. He gives light to His creation. He gives goodness to His human 

creation." 

• God's character is one of pure goodness and a desire to communicate that 

goodness. 

1. The Word of Truth as a Specific Gift (v. 18): 

• James focuses on the "Word of Truth" as a specific, perfect gift, describing it as 

the means of new birth. The Word is the antidote to deception. 

• This new birth is according to God's will, not accidental or coerced. It stands in 

contrast to the birth of sin. 

• The Word is life-producing, powerful, and truth-giving. It points to the power of 

the Word and is a revelation of God. 

• The Christian life is intended to be word-oriented, shaped by and created by the 

Word. 

• Quote: "Of his own will, he brought us forth by the Word of Truth. This stands in 

contrast to and is the antidote to deception in verse 16." 
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• Quote: "This Word of Truth is presented here as the means of the new birth of 

life. Of His own will, He brought us forth by the Word of Truth. It is, therefore, the 

essential cause of the new birth. The new birth can come only through the 

Word." 

• The Word of Truth is most likely the gospel. 

1. New Birth & Firstfruits: 

• God, as "Father of Lights," brings us forth by the word of truth (birth-giving 

imagery). The term apokuao, used in verse 15 to describe the birth of sin, is also 

used here to describe the birth of new life. 

• As children of God we ought to reflect His nature and character. 

• God's new birth makes believers a kind of "firstfruits" of creation, central to His 

plan of redemption for the cosmos. 

• Firstfruits, in Old Testament language, represent two things: (1) the unique 

possession of God, and (2) the promise of a larger restoration. 

• The concept of firstfruits underscores God's intention to restore the entire earth. 

Our new birth is foundational for the redemption of the entire cosmos. 

1. Reception of the Word (v. 19-21): 

• James moves from "recognition" of the word to "reception" of the word. 

• "Know this" (v. 19a): An exhortation to move beyond deception and receive 

truth. 

• "Quick to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to Anger" (v. 19b): The initial advice focuses 

on listening, not just to the Word, but to others, and to be careful with what we 

say and not be easily angered. It is in relationship to others and is connected with 

true listening. 

• Being quick to hear involves being open to listening to the word, as well as 

hearing human words and avoiding that which impedes true listening. 

Impediments include obsession with self and anger. 

• The word of truth points to the importance of human words and that our new 

birth, our relationship with God, is established by hearing the word. 
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• Being slow to speak is a common wisdom instruction and highlights the sanctity 

of human speech reflecting the sacredness of the divine word. It involves the 

amount of speech, deliberation of speech, and pausing before one speaks. 

• Being slow to anger does not mean one should never be angry, but rather against 

an angry disposition, being easily provoked. 

• "The Anger of Man Does Not Work the Righteousness of God" (v. 20): Human 

anger does not produce the state of righteousness God desires. Attempts to 

justify anger for righteous cause fail. 

• "Put Away all Filthiness and Rank Growth of Wickedness" (v. 21a): A negative 

exhortation to get rid of destructive attitudes, especially anger and the things that 

cause anger. The "filthiness" is not sexual but pertains to that which gives rise to 

angry speech. It's a cultic concept which reflects a state of separation from God. 

• "Receive with Meekness the Implanted Word which is able to save your souls." 

(v. 21b): A positive call to embrace the Word of God that is already implanted. 

The word has become part of the believer, but there is an active element to be 

doers of the word, not just hearers. The tension between receiving and implanted 

is resolved by the understanding that we have the word but must embrace it, and 

act on it. 

Key Quotes: 

• "Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren." (v. 16) 

• "Every good endowment and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of Lights..." (v. 17) 

• "Of his own will, he brought us forth by the Word of Truth." (v. 18) 

• "Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to anger." (v. 19) 

• "Therefore put away all filthiness and rank growth of wickedness, and receive 

with meekness the implanted word which is able to save your souls." (v. 21) 

Application: 

• The passage is a call to examine our beliefs about God. 

• It provides practical guidance for Christians to embrace the transforming power of 

the Word. 
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• It emphasizes the importance of listening, thoughtful speech, and avoiding anger. 

• It challenges the contemporary culture which values self-expression over 

restraint. 

• It establishes that the Word of Truth is necessary to keep one from deception, 

and as such is a central force in the Christian life. 

This briefing document provides a comprehensive summary of the main points discussed 

in the lecture excerpt. It can be used as a resource for further study and understanding 

of James 1:16-21. 
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4. Study Guide:  Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18,  

         James 1:16-21 

Inductive Bible Study: James 1:16-21 

Study Guide 

I. Key Themes and Concepts * Deception (planao): The central problem James 

addresses. It's not just intellectual error but a root of sin related to mistrusting God's 

motives. Deception hinders one's ability to deal with temptation and is the opposite of 

living in light of the truth. * The Nature of God: James emphasizes God's goodness, 

immutability, and status as the "Father of Lights." God is not the source of temptation 

but of every good and perfect gift. God's very nature is to give and not harm. * The 

Word of Truth: A specific, perfect gift from God that provides the means of new birth. It 

is life-producing, powerful, and truth-giving. The word is an antidote to deception. This 

word is most likely the Gospel. The Christian life is meant to be Word-oriented. * New 

Birth: The essential cause is the "Word of Truth". It's an act of God's will and intention, 

not arbitrary. It reflects God's deepest desire for humanity and contrasts with the birth 

of sin. As children of God, we ought to reflect God’s nature. * Reception of the Word: 

Requires being quick to hear (God's word and human words), slow to speak, and slow to 

anger. It requires actively receiving the implanted word with meekness, putting away 

wickedness, and being a doer of the word. * The Role of Anger: James does not say to 

never be angry, but instead to be slow to anger. Anger is often connected to a prideful 

focus on self. Human anger does not produce the righteousness of God. 

II. Key Relationships and Contrasts * Deception vs. Truth: James juxtaposes the 

deception that God is the source of temptation with the truth that God gives every good 

and perfect gift. He is light and the source of all good. * God's Immutability vs. 

Creation's Change: God is the unchanging "Father of Lights," unlike created luminaries 

that change and cast shadows. * Sin vs. New Birth: The birth of sin (through desire) is 

contrasted with the new birth through the Word. * Hearing vs. Doing: James sets up 

that hearing is important, but he prepares us to understand that the Christian life is an 

active one. The new life needs to be embraced and acted upon. 

III. Key Arguments * Theological Argument: The issue of deception is not simply a 

behavioral one but a theological misunderstanding of God's motives. * The Purpose of 

the Word: The Word of Truth is not just information but the means of new life and 

transformation. * The Call to Action: Christians are called to not only hear the Word, but 
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also receive it with meekness and live according to it. They are to put away all filth and 

embrace the implanted Word. 

Quiz: Short Answer Questions 

1. What is the central deception that James addresses in this passage, and why is it 

significant? 

2. How does James describe God's character as the "Father of Lights," and what 

does this title suggest about God? 

3. What does James mean when he says that God "brought us forth by the Word of 

Truth," and what does this imply about the nature of the Word? 

4. According to James, what is the relationship between new birth and the Word of 

Truth? 

5. What are the three exhortations related to hearing, speech, and anger, and why 

does James connect these things? 

6. What does it mean to be quick to hear? Does this mean to only listen to the word 

of God? Why or why not? 

7. Why is the concept of being slow to speak significant? What does it imply about 

the way we should communicate? 

8. Why does James say that "the anger of man does not work the righteousness of 

God?" What is wrong with angry speech? 

9. What does James mean by "filthiness and rank growth of wickedness," and what 

does he say should be done with them? 

10. Explain the seeming tension between the Word being implanted and the 

exhortation to receive the Word. How is this resolved? 

Answer Key 

1. James addresses the deception that God is the source of temptation or has 

ulterior motives, which is significant because it's a root of sin and hinders one's 

relationship with God. It is a misunderstanding of who God is. 

2. James describes God as the "Father of Lights," emphasizing His goodness, desire 

to communicate good to his children, and source of all light; this points to the 

goodness of God. He does not just possess good, but gives it away to his children. 
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3. God "brought us forth by the Word of Truth" refers to the new birth being 

brought about by the gospel message. This means that it is life-producing and 

gives us access to the truth of God. 

4. The new birth is caused by the Word of Truth. The word has transformative 

power. It is an act of God's own will to give us a new life. 

5. James exhorts us to be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger because 

these are necessary to receive the Word properly. Quickness to hear points 

toward a willingness to listen to and to receive the word, while slow to speak and 

anger relates to the nature of our communication with others. 

6. Being quick to hear involves being attentive both to God's word and to the words 

of others. James says that it is important that we not only listen to the word of 

God, but that we also listen to our neighbors so that we can avoid mistreating 

them. 

7. Being slow to speak is significant because our words should be measured and 

deliberate. We should also be careful about how we use our words, as they are 

meant to reflect the sacredness of the divine word. 

8. James says that "the anger of man does not work the righteousness of God" 

because human anger is self-centered and does not promote God's just and 

loving purposes. 

9. "Filthiness and rank growth of wickedness" refer to moral problems, especially 

anger, that manifest in speech and attitude; they should be put away as they do 

not conform to the nature of God. 

10. The tension between the implanted word and the need to receive is resolved by 

understanding that the word is already a part of us due to new birth, yet we need 

to actively embrace and act upon it. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Discuss the role of deception in James 1:16-21. How does James define 

deception, and what are its consequences? How does the Word of Truth serve as 

an antidote to this deception? 

2. Analyze James's description of God as the "Father of Lights" and discuss how this 

portrayal of God's character addresses the issues of temptation and doubt. 

3. Explore the significance of the new birth described in James 1:18. What role does 

the "Word of Truth" play in this new birth, and what does this imply about the 

nature of the Christian life? 

4. Examine James's instructions on being quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to 

anger. Why are these particular actions important, and how do they relate to the 

Christian's response to the Word? 

5. Synthesize James's calls to both put away filthiness and receive the implanted 

word with meekness. What is the connection between these instructions, and 

what do they reveal about the process of spiritual growth? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Planao: The Greek word for "deceive" or "lead astray," referring to the error that 

is the root of sin. This is a deep-seated error that is not simply intellectual. 

• Father of Lights: A title for God, emphasizing His goodness, immutability, and 

source of all light, both literal and metaphorical. This title denotes that God gives 

light to his children. 

• Word of Truth: A specific, perfect gift from God; it refers to the gospel and the 

revelation of God. This is the means of new birth for humanity, according to 

James. 

• Dosis: The Greek word referring to the act of giving. When coupled with dorema, 

this shows that not only is the gift perfect, but also the act of giving. 

• Dorema: The Greek word referring to the gift itself. When coupled with dosis, this 

shows that not only is the gift perfect, but also the act of giving. 

• New Birth: The process of being brought into new spiritual life through the Word 

of Truth. This is an act of God's own will and is in contrast to the birth of sin. 

• Yetzer Hara: A Jewish term referring to the evil inclination, or the capacity for evil. 

James says that the word of truth is an antidote to this evil desire. 

• Firstfruits: A term used by James in reference to believers; their new birth is a 

sign and assurance of God's plan to redeem and restore the entire cosmos. 

• Meekness: The attitude with which we are to receive the word. This shows 

humility and also an openness to transformation. 

• Implanted Word: The word that has taken root and become part of the 

Christian's essential identity due to the new birth. 
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5. FAQs on Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 18, James 

1:16-21, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions About James 1:16-21 

1. What is the primary deception James warns against in verses 16-18, and how 

does he counter it? James warns against the deception that God is the source of 

temptation or that He is not entirely good. This deception is countered by 

emphasizing God's unchanging nature as the "Father of Lights" from whom every 

good and perfect gift comes, including the Word of Truth, which is the means of 

new birth. This emphasizes that God is good and only intends good for us, 

contrasting with the idea that He has ulterior motives. 

2. How does James describe the character of God in verses 17-18, and why is this 

important? James describes God as the "Father of Lights," from whom every 

good and perfect gift originates. He is also characterized by being unchanging, 

without any variation or shadow of change. This is important because it 

establishes God's perfect goodness and consistent desire to communicate light 

and goodness to His creation. This is a direct counter to the deception that God 

might be a source of temptation or bad. 

3. What does James mean by "Word of Truth," and what is its significance? The 

"Word of Truth" refers to the gospel, specifically, the message of salvation 

through faith in Jesus Christ and the teachings of Scripture. It's the means by 

which God brings about the new birth, making it life-producing and powerful. It 

provides truth in the face of deception and informs believers that all good gifts 

come from God. This Word is essential for shaping the Christian life and is the 

antidote to the "yetzer hara" (evil desire). It also has the power to save souls. 

4. What are the key emphases of the new birth through the Word, according to 

James? The new birth, facilitated by the Word of Truth, is emphasized by three 

things. First, it is according to God's will, indicating it is not accidental but 

purposeful and reflects God's deep desire. Second, it highlights the power of the 

Word, which brings life, over against the birth of death by sin. And third, it 

emphasizes that the gospel is the means of the new birth, leading us to a life of 

likeness and love for God as His children. 
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5. How does our new birth relate to the redemption of the cosmos? Our new birth 

is seen as "firstfruits" of God's creatures, positioning us centrally in His 

redemptive plan. It is a pledge of the restoration and renewal of the entire 

cosmos, meaning our salvation is not just individual but part of God’s larger 

redemptive vision for all of creation. This means we are a unique possession of 

God, and we are a promise of the goodness to come. 

6. What practical exhortations does James give in verses 19-21 regarding our 

response to the Word, and why are these important? James urges believers to 

be "quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger." Being quick to hear pertains 

not just to the Word, but also to fellow humans, while slow to speak emphasizes 

careful speech and not too much speech. Being slow to anger encourages 

controlling one's temper, as human anger cannot bring about the righteousness 

of God. These exhortations are crucial for truly receiving and living out the Word 

of Truth. 

7. What does James mean by “filthiness and rank growth of wickedness,” and 

what are we to do with it? “Filthiness and rank growth of wickedness” refer to 

the malicious and destructive attitudes and behaviors, especially those related to 

angry speech, that are manifestations of deeper moral problems. It indicates a 

state of unfitness and separation from God. Believers are exhorted to “put away” 

these things, as the new life in Christ requires their removal. This is closely 

connected to the concept of cultic purity where ritual cleansing is a way to 

become fit for worship and service. 

8. What is the significance of the "implanted word," and how does it relate to the 

command to "receive" the Word? The “implanted word” suggests that the Word 

of God is inherent to believers’ nature due to their new birth. Despite being 

within us, believers are still called to “receive with meekness” the implanted 

word. This represents an ongoing embrace and acceptance of one's inherent 

Christian identity and a call to action, signifying that belief and action should be 

aligned. It sets the stage for James' later exhortation to "be doers of the word and 

not hearers only". 


