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1. Abstract of Allen, Lamentations, Session 5, Lamentations
2:1-22, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Leslie Allen's session focuses on Lamentations 2:1-22, analyzing its structure,
speakers, and theological themes. The chapter features a literary frame centered on the
"day of the Lord" motif. Allen identifies the passage as a funeral lament adapted to
include God's involvement, exploring grief processes and the meaning of the tragedy. He
emphasizes God's anger and destruction as key elements, connecting them to pre-exilic
prophetic traditions and oracles of disaster. The session further examines Zion's prayer,
highlighting the tension between rational understanding and emotional response to
Jerusalem's destruction, and the role of prayer in addressing this struggle. **Allen
encourages listeners to consider God as the source and solution for immense grief. **

2. 15 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Allen, Lamentations, Session 5 — Double click icon to play
in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org
[Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old
Testament = Major Prophets & Lamentations).

Allen_Lam_SessionO
5. mp3



3. Briefing Document: Allen, Ezekiel, Session 5, Lamentations
2:1-22

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the
provided excerpt of Dr. Leslie Allen's lecture on Lamentations 2:1-22:

Briefing Document: Lamentations 2:1-22

Main Themes:

God's Anger and Destruction: The primary focus of Lamentations 2:1-10 is the
portrayal of God's anger as the cause of Jerusalem and Judah's destruction. This
anger is manifested in the active destruction of the city and its people.

"In verse 2, the Lord has destroyed, and in verse 5, he's destroyed. We find that
twice and then later on in verse 8, destroying. And so here's the outworking of
that anger in destruction, in fact."

"2 Kings 24 20, Jerusalem and Judah so angered the Lord that he expelled them
from his presence, and so the fall of Jerusalem is an example of God's anger."

Fulfillment of Prophecy: The lecture emphasizes that the events described in
Lamentations are presented as a fulfillment of pre-exilic prophetic warnings,
particularly concerning the "day of the Lord" and the consequences of
disobedience.

"And so, in this whole treatment, we're back with the pre-exilic prophets, and the
claim is made here is prophecy fulfilled."

"So, from a variety of angles, it's being said prophecy has been fulfilled before
your eyes."

Grief and Mourning: The chapter reflects the deep grief and mourning of the
people of Jerusalem and Judah, focusing on their losses and the horrific
conditions during and after the siege. This includes mourning behaviors and the
psychological processes related to grief.

"Then we can think in terms of grief processes, the psychological processes that
are being undergone here. And first of all it's grief itself in the narrower sense of
reacting to loss."

"The elders of Daughter Zion sit on the ground in silence. They've thrown dust on
their heads. They put on a sackcloth...These are mourning activities."



The Role of False Prophets: The lecture points out the role of false prophets in
misleading the people, offering false reassurance ("shalom prophets") instead of
calling them to repentance, thus contributing to their downfall.

"Your prophets have seen for you false and deceptive visions. They have not
exposed your iniquity to restore your fortunes, but have seen oracles for you that
are false and misleading."

Prayer and Lament: The chapter moves from lament to a call for prayer. Zion is
urged to cry out to God and to express her grief and pain.

"But now he encourages Zion to pray a prayer of lament. And then in 20 to 22, we
shall come to Zion's own prayer."

"Cry aloud to the Lord, O wall of daughter Zion...Let tears stream down like a
torrent day and night."

Theological Tension: The final section highlights the tension between the rational
acceptance of God's judgment (as a fulfillment of prophecy) and the emotional
struggle to reconcile the horrific reality with the idea of Jerusalem as God's
chosen city. Zion's prayer reflects this tension.

"We find in this prayer that there are two different ways of thinking. There's a
tension that Zion is expressing here...It's a clash between two contrasting
perceptions of her tragedy."

Key Ideas and Facts:

Literary Structure: Lamentations 2 has a literary frame with the "day of the Lord"
motif in verses 1 and 22. Verses 1-10 are a funeral lament adapted to include
God's involvement.

Speaker Shifts: The speaker shifts throughout the chapter. Initially, it's "our
mentor" speaking about Jerusalem and Judah (1-10), then to Zion about the
tragedy (11-19), and finally, Zion prays (20-22).

"Day of the Lord": This is a key motif taken from pre-exilic prophets, representing
God's intervention and judgment. It is closely associated with God's anger and
wrath.

Oracle of Disaster: The lecture notes that the structure of Lamentations 2 echoes
the "oracle of disaster" format common in prophetic literature.



Personification of Zion: Zion is often personified as a woman (daughter Zion),
allowing for a more emotional and personal expression of grief.

"Without Pity/Mercy": This phrase is frequently used and directly echoes
prophetic language, emphasizing the severity of God's judgment.

The Significance of "Sea": The metaphor "vast as the sea is your ruin" links to the
Hebrew concept of the sea as a symbol of chaos.

Traumatic Suffering (Examples):Cannibalism: Mothers eating their own children.
The killing of religious leaders in the sanctuary.

General massacres of young and old.

Quotes:

"How the Lord, in his anger, has humiliated daughter Zion." (Reference to
personification)

"The Lord has done what he purposed. He carried out his threat as he had
ordained long ago." (Emphasis on God's sovereignty and the fulfillment of
prophecy)

"Look, O Lord, and consider, to whom have you done this?" (Zion's prayer
expressing the difficulty of reconciling the tragedy with God's relationship with
Jerusalem).

"Vast as the sea is your ruin, who can heal you?" (Mentor's overwhelming feelings
about the tragedy)

Overall Interpretation:

Dr. Allen interprets Lamentations 2 as a complex theological reflection on the
destruction of Jerusalem. It portrays God's anger and judgment, emphasizes the
fulfillment of prophecy, and explores the profound grief and emotional turmoil
experienced by the people. The chapter also highlights the importance of prayer and the
struggle to reconcile faith with suffering.



4. Study Guide: Allen, Ezekiel, Session 5, Lamentations 2:1-22

Lamentations Chapter 2: A Study Guide
I. Quiz
Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1. According to Dr. Allen, who are the primary speakers in Lamentations chapter 2,
and in what sections do they speak?

2. What is the literary frame that Allen identifies in chapter 2, and what is its
significance?

3. What is the genre of verses 1-10 and how is it adapted?

4. What are the grief processes identified by Allen as being at play in Lamentations
chapter 2?

5. What does Allen identify as the significance of the "day of the Lord" motif in
chapter 2, and to what pre-exilic prophet does he connect it?

6. How does Allen explain the concept of divine anger, and what contrast does he
draw with divine love?

7. What prophetic formula does Allen identify as being echoed in Lamentations
chapter 2, and how is it adapted?

8. According to Allen, what is the significance of the metaphor of "daughter Zion" in
verse 17

9. How does the mentor characterize the false prophets and what guilt do they
carry?

10. What two perceptions of her tragedy does Zion express in her prayer (verses 20-
22), and what tension do they create?

Il. Answer Key

1. The primary speakers are the mentor and Zion. The mentor speaks in verses 1-19,
addressing Jerusalem and Judah in the first part and Zion in the latter part, urging
her to pray. Zion speaks in verses 20-22, offering a prayer of lament.

2. The literary frame is the "day of the Lord" motif, beginning in verse 1 with "the
day of his anger" and concluding in verse 22 with "the day of the anger of the



Lord." This framework emphasizes the pre-exilic prophets' interpretation of the
tragedy as divine judgment.

3. Verses 1-10 are identified as a funeral lament, but adapted to include and
emphasize God's involvement in the tragedy. It's not purely secular, but instead
focuses on grief as the description of losses suffered due to God's intervention.

4. The grief processes at play include grief itself as a reaction to loss, reflection on
the meaning of the tragedy and the theological factor of Yahweh's responsibility,
and mourning behavior.

5. The "day of the Lord" motif represents God's intervention as a terrible reprisal for
the people's sins. Allen connects it to the prophet Zephaniah, who associated the
day of the Lord with wrath.

6. Divine anger is described as God's moral reaction to human wrongdoing in the
name of justice, a reactive rather than an initiating factor. Allen contrasts it with
God's love, noting that while love is a regular attribute of God, anger is a response
to human provocation.

7. Allen identifies the prophetic formula of an oracle of disaster, consisting of a
reason, an announcement of divine intervention, and human consequences. In
Lamentations, it's adapted as a report of God's intervention in the third person
rather than a direct "l will do" statement.

8. The metaphor of "daughter Zion" personifies Jerusalem as a woman and
highlights the humiliation inflicted upon the city. It emphasizes the loss of
Jerusalem's splendor as Israel's glorious center and God's "footstool."

9. The mentor characterizes the false prophets as those who spoke of peace and
reassurance ("shalom prophets") without calling for repentance. They are
implicated in the guilt for not exposing the people's iniquity, leading to the ruin.

10.Zion expresses both a rational perception, acknowledging Yahweh's responsibility
and alignment with prophecy, and an emotional perception, overwhelmed by the
horror of the crisis. This creates a tension between accepting the divine
intervention and grappling with the emotional devastation.



lll. Essay Questions

1. Analyze the role of personification in Lamentations 2, focusing on the figures of
Zion and Jerusalem. How does personification contribute to the emotional impact
and theological message of the chapter?

2. Discuss the mentor's role as an interpreter of the tragedy in Lamentations 2. How
does he balance the theological explanation of divine anger with the emotional
reality of suffering?

3. Explore the connection between Lamentations 2 and pre-exilic prophetic
traditions. How does the chapter draw upon and adapt prophetic themes and
imagery to convey its message?

4. Examine the theme of loss in Lamentations 2. What different types of loss are
depicted in the chapter, and how do they contribute to the overall sense of grief
and lament?

5. Assess the significance of Zion's prayer in Lamentations 2:20-22. How does this
prayer reflect the tensions between faith and despair, and what does it reveal
about Zion's relationship with God?



IV. Glossary of Key Terms

Mentor: In this context, the main speaker in Lamentations who provides
interpretation and guidance regarding the tragedy.

Zion: Often personified as "daughter Zion," representing Jerusalem and its
people.

Day of the Lord: A prophetic motif referring to a time of divine judgment and
intervention in response to sin.

Pre-exilic Prophets: Prophets who ministered before the Babylonian exile, whose
messages often warned of impending judgment.

Divine Anger: God's moral reaction to human wrongdoing in the name of justice.

Oracle of Disaster: A prophetic formula consisting of a reason for punishment, an
announcement of divine intervention, and human consequences.

Shalom Prophets: Prophets who proclaimed peace and reassurance, often
without calling for repentance.

Zion Theology: A belief system centered on the idea of Zion (Jerusalem) as God's
chosen city, often associated with expectations of divine protection and blessing.

Lament: A passionate expression of grief or sorrow, often in the form of a song or
poem.

Traumatic Suffering: Deep and distressing experiences that cause significant
emotional and psychological harm.



5. FAQs on Allen, Ezekiel, Session 5, Lamentations 2:1-22,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

Here is an 8-question FAQ based on the provided text, formatted in markdown:
e What is the structure of Lamentations Chapter 2, according to Dr. Allen?

e Chapter 2 of Lamentations is structured with a literary frame, using the "day of
the Lord" motif in verse 1 and verse 22. The chapter is divided into sections with
different speakers: verses 1-10 feature the mentor speaking about Jerusalem and
Judah, verses 11-19 see the mentor addressing Zion and urging her to pray, and
verses 20-22 comprise Zion's prayer. Verses 1-10 are identified as a funeral
lament.

« How is God's anger portrayed in Lamentations 2, and how does it relate to pre-
exilic prophecy?

e God's anger is a prominent theme in Lamentations 2. The text emphasizes that
this anger is a reaction to human wrongdoing and is expressed through
destruction. This portrayal aligns with pre-exilic prophetic traditions, particularly
the "day of the Lord," which often associates that day with God's wrath, as seen
in Zephaniah 1:14-15. The events described in Lamentations 2 are presented as a
fulfillment of these earlier prophecies.

« What is the significance of the "oracle of disaster" in understanding
Lamentations 2?

e The "oracle of disaster" is a prophetic pattern consisting of a reason for
punishment, an announcement of divine intervention, and the consequences for
the people. Lamentations 2 echoes this pattern by presenting God as the subject
of destructive actions against Jerusalem and Judah. However, instead of a future
announcement ("l will"), Lamentations 2 reports the actions as having already
happened ("He has"), reinforcing the idea that prophecy has been fulfilled.

e What s "Zion theology" and how does it relate to the false prophets mentioned
in the text?

e Zion theology refers to the belief that Jerusalem, as God's chosen city, was
inviolable and a source of joy for the entire world, as expressed in Psalms such as
Psalm 48 and Psalm 50. The "shalom prophets" falsely reassured the people that
everything would be alright and did not emphasize the need for repentance. The
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fall of Jerusalem contradicted these expectations, leading to grief and the
recognition that the people had listened to the wrong prophetic voices.

How does Lamentations 2 portray the suffering and humiliation of Zion?

Lamentations 2 depicts the immense suffering and humiliation of Zion through
vivid imagery of destruction, starvation, and ridicule. The mentor describes
infants fainting from hunger, the destruction of the temple, and the mockery of
passers-by. This secondary suffering, the humiliation, adds another layer of pain
to the physical disaster of the fall of Jerusalem. The prophet recognizes the
unigueness of Zion's sorrow, comparing the ruin to the vastness and chaos of the
sea.

What is the mentor urging Zion to do in verses 18-19, and how does this relate
to earlier parts of the chapter?

The mentor urges Zion to cry aloud to the Lord and pour out her heart in prayer.
This picks up on the description of the broken down wall of Zion from verse 8, and
encourages her to move beyond a funeral lament to prayer lament. The mentor
also calls for emotional expression ("Let tears stream down like a torrent")
combined with earnest supplication, connecting with the idea that prayer
addresses the root of the problem which is God himself.

What are the traumatic examples of suffering presented in Zion's prayer (verses
20-22)?

Zion's prayer highlights five traumatic examples of suffering: women eating their
own children, the killing of priests and prophets in the sanctuary, the massacre of
young and old in the streets, the slaying of young men and women, and the
destruction of all the children who were born and raised in the city.

What tension does Zion express in her prayer, and how does it relate to the
mentor's earlier reactions?

Zion's prayer reveals a tension between her rational acceptance of Yahweh's
responsibility for the destruction, aligning with pre-exilic prophecy and Torah, and
her emotional reaction to the overwhelming horror of the tragedy. She knows
God caused this, but she can't reconcile it with her expectations and feelings. The
mentor experienced a similar struggle, rationalizing the events theologically while
also being overwhelmed by the emotional impact of the disaster and its
uniqueness. Zion is bringing that struggle to God in prayer.



