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Abstract 
In Session 19, Dr. August Konkel explores Proverbs 30:18–33, focusing on numerical wisdom sayings that 

use a three-and-four pattern to compare observations from the natural world with human behavior and 

societal order. The lecture examines mysterious untracked paths—such as an eagle flying or a 

relationship between a man and a woman—and warns against the deceptive conduct of the adulterous 

woman. It further highlights how vulnerable creatures like ants and badgers succeed through innate 

skill, while urging humans to maintain dignity before God without succumbing to arrogance or strife. 

Outline 

I. Introduction to Numerical Wisdom Sayings (Proverbs 30:18–33) 

A. Context within the conclusion/appendix of Proverbs (Sayings of Agur) 

B. Function of the 3-4 numerical pattern in wisdom literature 

C. Method of comparing natural world phenomena with societal and moral order 

II. The Four Mysterious Paths (Proverbs 30:18–20) 

A. Observations of pathless movements in nature 

1. The way of an eagle in the sky 

2. The way of a snake upon a rock 

3. The way of a ship in the open sea 

4. The way of a man with a maiden 

B. The Hebrew concept of 'derek' (path/way) as a behavioral metaphor 

C. Analogy to interpersonal magnetism and 'chemistry' between the sexes 

D. Moral warning regarding the adulterous woman 

1. Fallacy of assuming secrecy and lack of accountability 

2. Contrast between pathless freedom in nature and boundary limits in morality 

III. Four Unbearable Social Disruptions (Proverbs 30:21–23) 

A. Inversions of proper order in human society 

1. A servant who becomes a king or ruler 
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2. A fool who is filled with food and lives without accountability 

3. An unloved or contentious woman who gets married 

4. A servant girl who displaces or disinherits her mistress 

B. Historical illustration: Sarah and Hagar's conflict regarding inheritance 

IV. Four Small but Exceedingly Wise Creatures (Proverbs 30:24–28) 

A. Overcoming physical vulnerability through innate wisdom and skill 

1. Ants: Small and weak, yet preparing provisions in summer 

2. Rock badgers: Feeble creatures, yet establishing homes in secure rock crevices 

3. Locusts: Having no king, yet advancing together in disciplined ranks 

4. Spiders/Lizards: Easily caught by hand, yet dwelling in royal palaces 

B. Application: Encouragement for the weak and disadvantaged to utilize skill and wisdom 

V. Four Beings Stately in Stride and Dignified in Bearing (Proverbs 30:29–31) 

A. Exemplars of dignity, confidence, and authority 

1. The lion: Mighty among beasts, retreating before nothing 

2. The strutting rooster (or warhorse): Confident in its domain 

3. The male goat: Leading the flock with assurance 

4. The king with his army: Possessing rightful authority and power 

B. Distinction between healthy self-respect/dignity and sinful arrogance 

C. The inherent value of human beings before God regardless of social status 

VI. The Danger of Arrogance and Provoking Strife (Proverbs 30:32–33) 

A. Hebrew wordplay on 'mitz' (squeezing/churning/twisting) 

1. Churning cream yields butter 

2. Twisting the nose produces blood 

3. Stirring up anger produces conflict and strife 

B. Concluding warning against arrogance, foolish schemes, and causing trouble 
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