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Abstract 

In Session 5 of his Proverbs series, Dr. August Konkel examines parental instructions across Proverbs 3 

and 4 (Lectures 3 through 7), emphasizing that true wisdom is rooted in the fear of the Lord and 

complete dependency on God. He contrasts the illusion of human autonomy with the security found in 

living a life of integrity, discretion, and moral discipline. Konkel explores how parental guidance is 

transmitted intergenerationally and warns against the coercive draw of cultural wickedness. Ultimately, 

he stresses that safeguarding the mind is paramount, as internal thoughts dictate outward choices, 

personal relationships, and one's spiritual trajectory. 

Outline 

I. The Parent’s Instruction and Core Theological Themes (Proverbs 3:1–12 / Lecture 3) 

A. Exhortation to Keep Parental Instruction 

1. Command to guard commandments in the mind and prioritize divine wisdom. 

2. Promises of long life, peace, favor, and dignity with God and humanity. 

B. The Fear of the Lord vs. Human Self-Reliance 

1. Definition of 'fear of the Lord' as total dependency on God rather than autonomous human 

intellect. 

2. The fatal flaw of human independence: the innate striving for self-determination and power. 

3. Consequences of turning away from God’s paths: destruction, calamity, and death. 

C. Threefold Benefits of Walking in Divine Wisdom 

1. Health: Physical healing and emotional well-being. 

2. Wealth: Provision and prosperity (balanced by the biblical reality of the humble poor/ani). 

3. Correction: Divine discipline as an instrument of character formation (e.g., Paul's thorn in the 

flesh). 

II. Rules for Living and Achieving True Security (Proverbs 3:21–35 / Lecture 4) 

A. Security Through Competence and Discretion 

1. Wisdom preserves safety during daily routines: walking, sitting, and sleeping peacefully. 

2. Illustration of security: Linus’s blanket and the human struggle for true peace. 

B. Demonstrating Wisdom Through Practical Integrity 
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1. Stewardship of money as a direct mirror of spiritual priorities and core values. 

2. Neighborly duties: Refusing to delay aid when help is within one's power. 

3. Avoiding malicious schemes, unnecessary quarrels, and envy toward the unruly. 

C. The Ultimate Contrast of Outcomes 

1. The wicked receive curses, scorn, and shame. 

2. The wise receive God’s blessing, grace, and honor. 

III. Intergenerational Transmission of Wisdom (Proverbs 4:1–9 / Lecture 5) 

A. The Generational Legacy of Parental Care 

1. The father passes down teaching that he personally received from his own parents. 

2. Dr. Konkel's personal reflection: Values, commitments, and integrity modeled by his father 

Harold Konkel. 

B. Historical Context of Israelite Education 

1. Literacy and character formation centered primarily within the home rather than formal 

institutions. 

2. Scriptural evidence from Isaiah 28: Learning Hebrew letters sequentially ('tzav to tav') from 

infancy. 

3. Prophetic rebuke: Israel’s leaders mocked simple home teaching, inviting judgment through 

the Assyrian invasion. 

IV. Warning Against the Path of the Wicked (Proverbs 4:10–19 / Lecture 6) 

A. The Two Contrasting Paths of Life 

1. The path of light: Clear vision, progress, and safety. 

2. The path of darkness: Easy to enter, full of stumbling blocks, and leading to disorientation. 

B. The Coercive Power of Cultural Conformity 

1. The relentless nature of the wicked: Restless until they entice others into evil. 

2. Modern application: Pressure from contemporary culture and societal mandates to 

compromise Christian values. 

V. Guard the Mind Above All Else (Proverbs 4:20–27 / Lecture 7) 

A. The Mind as the Wellspring of Life 

1. Proverbs 4:23 as the focal center: Guarding the heart/mind determines all life decisions. 

2. Inner thoughts define true identity: 'You are what you think, not what you think you are.' 

B. Alignment with the Teachings of Jesus and the Law 

1. Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount: Adultery and sin originate in internal desires before outward 

acts. 

2. Deuteronomy's commandment against covetousness: Addressing the internal root of sin. 

C. Maintaining Absolute Focus on the Straight Path 

1. Avoiding rationalizations and moral deviations. 

2. Fixing eyes directly ahead to walk in enduring alignment with God and neighbor. 


