
1 

 

Dr. August Konkel, Proverbs, Session 15, 
Lessons from God's World, Proverbs 25:1-28 

6-min. Video Overview  
Sponsored by Biblicalelearning.org by Ted Hildebrandt 

 
Okay, so today we're cracking open what is basically a greatest hits playlist of ancient 
advice. Now, what's really cool is that it was put together by one king, using the wisdom of 
another king. But the amazing part, this advice, written thousands of years ago, feels like it 
was written for us, right now. 
 

So let's dive in. So, just to put this in perspective, the wisdom we're about to get into is 
about 2700 years old. I mean, think about that. 
 

It has outlasted empires, survived revolutions, and it's still here, after the invention of the 
internet. The fact that we're still talking about it today, well, that tells you just how powerful 
these ideas really are. Alright, so here's the backstory. 
 

These proverbs originally came from the legendary King Solomon, way back around 931 BC. 
But here's the twist. They weren't actually put together in the collection we're looking at 
until two and a half centuries later. 
 

It was another ruler, King Hezekiah, who had his scribes compile all this wisdom around 700 
BC. And you got to ask, right? Why would a busy king use his resources to copy down advice 
that was already ancient, even back then? Well, the answer, as we're about to see, is 
because these proverbs are basically a timeless blueprint for how to navigate the world. So 
our first big theme deals with something we all struggle with, especially in the age of 
endless information. 
 

What are the limits of what we can actually know? This ancient wisdom doesn't start with all 
the answers. It starts by admitting how much we don't know. And this is the proverb that 
really kicks things off. 
 

It sets up this beautiful, almost paradoxical idea. On one side, there's a kind of divine glory 
in the fact that the universe has these vast hidden mysteries. But on the other side, there's a 
very human glory in our relentless drive to figure things out. 
 

And what's wild is how this ancient idea connects so perfectly to modern science. You know, 
Dr. Konkle points out that even geniuses like Einstein and Stephen Hawking were the first to 
admit how little we actually know. They spent their entire lives changing their theories, 
realizing that our view on these huge cosmic ideas is, well, it's pretty limited. 
 

And this just lays out the balance perfectly. See, the proverb isn't telling us to stop learning. 
Not at all. 
 

It's telling us to be humble about it. It says we should stand in awe of the stuff we can't fully 
grasp, while we focus our kingly glory, our human effort, on the things we can search out, 
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you know, like understanding people and making wise decisions. Okay, so we've got this big 
cosmic perspective. 
 

But how do you take that and actually build a stable society? Well, the proverbs give us this 
incredibly powerful, really hands-on metaphor for creating a just and orderly community. 
So, I want you to picture a silversmith. If you want to make something beautiful and 
valuable, you can't just use the raw ore you dig out of the ground. 
 

No, you have to crank up the heat and literally burn away the dross, all the worthless junk, 
the impurities mixed in with the silver. Only after you do that do you get something pure 
that you can actually work with. And that's the point. 
 

A healthy society, just like pure silver, doesn't just happen on its own. It takes a deliberate, 
active process of rooting out the corruption, the dross, to build a foundation of justice and 
integrity. I mean, think about fighting systemic corruption or battling disinformation. 
 

It's that same tough, necessary work of purification. The collection also gets super practical, 
with advice that feels like it could have been written yesterday. Like this one, the humility 
rule. 
 

We've all seen that person who walks into a room and immediately tries to claim the best 
seat, only to get embarrassed later. The proverb's advice is so simple and so smart, it is 
always better to be invited up than to be asked to step down. Alright, this brings us to what 
is maybe the most hands-on part of the whole thing. 
 

This is basically a toolkit for our day-to-day relationships. How do we handle conflict? How 
do we use our words without causing a disaster? So when it comes to disagreements, the 
big idea is to de-escalate. Don't immediately hit the nuclear button. 
 

The proverbs say to handle things privately first, maybe then with a couple of mediators, 
long before you even think about getting lawyers involved. And this isn't just theory. It really 
works. 
 

Dr. Konkle tells this incredible story about mediating a really bitter fight between two 
families. He said he just sat in the room with them, a neutral presence, and he barely said a 
word. But just him being there changed the whole dynamic, and it gave them the space they 
needed to talk it out and actually reconcile. 
 

It's just an amazing example of how powerful careful mediation can be. You'll also notice 
that these proverbs are like obsessed with the power of our words. And here's the key 
insight. 
 

Criticism, even if it's 100% true, is totally useless if the other person can't or won't hear it. It 
just makes them angry. But the right word, said at the right time, can change everything. 
 

And the image they use for this is just beautiful. A perfectly timed word is like a work of art. 
It's precious, it fits its setting perfectly, and it moves the whole situation forward. 
 

The original Hebrew literally says a word on its wheels, which is this great picture of 
something that's effective; it's mobile; it gets the job done. And get this: thousands of years 
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before Marshall McLuhan came along with his famous theory that the medium is the 
message, these ancient scribes were saying the exact same thing. They understood that how 
you say something- the timing, the tone, the context- is actually part of the message itself. 
 

Incredible. And the wisdom just keeps on coming. Quick hits, right? Be moderate. 
 

Don't wear out your welcome with your friends. The best way to deal with an enemy is with 
kindness when they least expect it. It completely disarms them. 
 

And be so careful with slander, because it's dangerous. It uses a tiny piece of truth to build a 
massive lie. Okay, so after all this wisdom about the cosmos, about society, about our 
relationships with other people, the whole collection kind of zooms in. 
 

It brings it all back home to the final, and maybe the toughest challenge of all, mastering 
yourself. And this is the final image. And boy, is it a powerful one. 
 

In the ancient world, a city's walls were everything. They were its only defense against 
chaos, against invasion. The proverb says that a person who can't control their own 
impulses and emotions, well, they're just like that city with broken-down walls, vulnerable, 
exposed, and totally defenseless. 
 

Our self-control is our personal wall. So all this wisdom from King Hezekiah's playlist, passed 
down from Solomon, leaves us with this one final question for our own lives. In a world 
that's filled with chaos and constant provocation, how strong are our inner defenses? Are 
your walls holding strong? 


