
1 

 

Dr. August Konkel, Proverbs, Session 3, 
 Lecture 1: The Gang, The Call of Lady Wisdom 

Podcast Audio Overview 
Sponsored by Biblicalelearning.org by Ted Hildebrandt 

 
All right, so get this: we're diving into Proverbs, Proverbs. Yeah, you know that book. Uh-
huh. 
 

I have to admit, at first I was like, really proverbs, but then I got into this lecture by Dr. 
Konkel, and whoa. Yeah, his take is mind-blowing; really, he compares the proverbs to, like, 
gang dynamics today. Fascinating. It's wild. Yeah, so we're using this lecture excerpt to kind 
of explore all this stuff about making good choices, the importance of good friends, and why 
we should actually listen to advice, you know, especially when you're young, especially 
when you're young, when you're figuring things out. 
 

So where does Dr. Konkel even begin with all of this? He starts with parents. Okay, he says 
that parents are like the original source of knowledge and guidance, and proverbs really 
emphasize that, you know, learning life skills and values from your family. So it's that classic 
listen to your parents thing pretty much, but like, why does that even matter so much in the 
big picture? Well, he uses this phrase: so goes the home, so goes the nation. Yeah, and he's 
basically saying that strong families, you know, where parents are really involved in teaching 
their kids. That's the foundation for a strong society So it's not just about like individual 
families doing well, it's about their influence making the whole community better Exactly 
when families teach values like honesty integrity respect for others Then those values 
spread throughout society that makes sense I mean even if you're not a parent myself 
included understanding that helps you see Those healthy influences in your own life and in 
the people you choose to be around definitely and dr Konkel also points out that in Proverbs 
those parental teachings were rooted in The Torah the Torah the Jewish law. 
 

Yeah, so it wasn't just any advice. It was guidance based on a moral and ethical code that 
had been around for a long time. Interesting. Okay, so we've got this foundation of family 
and faith, but then Dr. Konkel brings up this gang thing, the gang analogy. Yeah, what's that 
all about? So he's talking about the temptations that young people face, you know, those 
things that pull them away from the values they learn at home, and He uses the gang as a 
metaphor for any group or any influence that promises easy rewards but ultimately leads 
you down a dangerous path. So not necessarily a literal street gang, but any group that's 
tempting with stuff that looks good but could actually be harmful, right, and he actually 
breaks down what these gangs usually offer. Okay, companionship, that sense of belonging, 
shared resources. 
 

He actually says one big bag of money. Oh, wow, and then the idea of taking from others, 
huh? I can see how those tactics are timeless; it's not just gangs. It's any situation where 
someone's trying to lure you in with promises that are too good to be true You got it think 
about things like online scams get rich quick schemes Oh, yeah Even some social media 
trends where the focus is just on getting followers no matter what those same Tactics are 
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still being used today and I did those tactics work Especially well on young people because 
they're still figuring out who they are and where they fit in So that desire for acceptance can 
be really strong exactly and Dr. Konkel highlights that pull towards finding acceptance 
outside the family. 
 

Yeah, and if you think about it from a developmental psychology perspective, it makes 
sense. Adolescence is a time when you're figuring out your identity, and belonging to a 
group can feel super important. So we've got these two forces at play: the influence of 
family and faith, right? And then these outside influences are trying to pull young people 
away with these promises of easy rewards and belonging, right? And that's where he 
introduces this analogy of the bird in the trap. The bird in the trap- what's that about? It's 
like this bird sees a trap being set right there, but it still flies right into it. No, no, because it's 
so focused on the bait, you know, that promise of a quick meal. So it's so fixated on the 
reward that it misses the danger. Like, why do we do that? It's a good question. You know, 
even as humans, we fall for stuff that, looking back, seems so risky. 
 

Dr. Konkel talks about how our own psychology can work against us. Oh, yeah, like 
confirmation bias, where we only look for info that confirms what we already believe. I do 
that. We all do, even if those beliefs are leading us into trouble. Exactly. Yeah, and 
sometimes that desire for a quick reward, you know, instant gratification, totally. It just 
clouds our judgment, and we forget about the consequences. 
 

Yeah, it's like we can't see the forest for the trees, exactly. He's that bird all over again. The 
easy meal is so tempting that it blocks out any caution. So Dr. Konkel is saying we need to be 
aware of that Tendency in ourselves, like step back and think about the risks before jumping 
into something, especially when it seems too good to be true, exactly. So it's about thinking 
critically and not just following our impulses, right? And that leads to another part of the 
lecture where he talks about Lady Wisdom's call in Proverbs: Lady Wisdom. Yeah, in chapter 
1, verses 20 through 33. Okay, who is this Lady Wisdom, and what is she saying? So in these 
verses, she's like a figure who's speaking out, urging people to listen to her, to listen to her. 
Yeah, to follow wisdom. 
 

Yeah, and she's doing this at the city gate. Okay, why the city gate? Well, in ancient times, 
that was like the central meeting place. Oh, the hub. Yeah, everyone would gather there. So 
she's choosing the most public place to get her message out there, right? She's not hiding. 
She's calling out to specific groups. 
 

Okay, they could be the gullible, the hotties, and the dolts. Yeah, and each group represents 
a different reason why people might reject wisdom. Okay, so break that down for me: why 
would each group be resistant to her? Well, the gullibles are easily tricked. You know, they 
might fall for those traps. What we talked about makes sense. What about the hottie? 
They're too proud. Oh, yeah, they think they know everything and don't need advice. 
Classic, and the dolts, they just don't get it. 
 

What do you mean? Like they don't understand the value of wisdom. They lack the 
awareness. So Lady Wisdom is addressing all the reasons why we make bad choices pretty 
much, and she doesn't just call them out. No, she warns about the consequences. 
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Oh, what kind of consequences? She talks about a coming storm, you know, like a literal 
storm. It's a metaphor, okay, for calamity and distress for those who choose folly. So there 
are real consequences for ignoring wisdom, right? And Dr. Konkel points out something 
really interesting here. 
 

What's that? He says Lady Wisdom seems to have more hope for the obedient than the fool. 
Oh, that's interesting. It's like she knows that once someone rejects the fear of the Lord, 
they're harder to reach the fear of the Lord. What does that even mean? It's not about 
being afraid; it's about recognizing a higher authority. 
 

Okay, a moral compass that guides you towards wisdom, right? So once someone rejects 
that, it's like their heart hardens and they get stuck. Makes sense. If you keep justifying your 
actions, you never really grow, right? And that's Dr. Konkel's point. We face choices all the 
time. Yeah, and those choices lead to wisdom or folly, so we're all standing at a crossroads 
like, which path are we going to choose exactly? And it sounds like our choices affect more 
than just ourselves. 
 

It's like our choices don't just affect us personally. Yeah, they kind of contribute to the 
world. We're all creating together. 
 

It's a pretty big responsibility it is, and Dr. Konkel says relying on just our own smarts isn't 
enough. You know, really, yeah, without that fear of the Lord, without that moral compass- 
uh-huh- even being clever can lead you down the wrong path so you can think you're 
making a smart choice. But without that ethical framework, yeah, you could end up hurting 
people. It's like Proverbs is offering a different kind of street smarts. I like that. It's about 
making choices that line up with wisdom and knowing that true success. It doesn't just come 
from getting ahead. It comes from doing what's right, exactly, and I think about how often, 
you know, we get caught up in what seems like the strategic move or the smart move, but 
we don't always stop to think it's even ethical. It's that short-term thinking again. 
 

Totally, you might get ahead for a little bit, but if it means compromising your integrity or 
hurting others, yeah, it's like joining the gang for quick riches, at least to ruin. So Dr. Konkel 
is saying that the fool, the one who rejects wisdom, ends up suffering because of their own 
choices. Right, their choices lead to self-destruction, and he contrasts that with the 
obedient, right? The ones who listen to Lady Wisdom have a sense of security because 
they're living for something bigger than themselves, exactly like they've built their lives on a 
solid foundation. They don't need to be afraid of that storm. Yeah, and he makes a point to 
say it's not like people who have strayed can never come back. Okay, they can, but it's hard. 
It's like once you get stuck in those bad habits, those ways of thinking, it takes a lot to break 
free. So, how do we actually apply these ancient teachings today? Like, what are the traps 
we need to watch out for now? That's a great question. Hmm. 
 

The traps might look different. Yeah, but the underlying principles are still the same, right? 
So what things today? Tempt us with easy rewards, belonging, or that illusion of power. I'm 
thinking about those online spaces where everyone just agrees with each other those echo 
chambers. Yeah, it feels good to belong, but you don't have to think critically. That's a good 
one. What about those financial schemes that promise you'll get rich quick? Oh, yeah, or on 
social media. You know how everything is about getting likes and followers, right? It's all 
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about recognizing those messages that tell us we can have it easy or that we're better than 
others. We need to be skeptical. We’ve got a question: things that seem too good to be 
true, and just like in Proverbs, you know, the obedient peace. They find security and peace 
by making wise and righteous choices. We can find that too by seeking truth and justice by 
following that moral compass. Exactly. 
 

This deep dive has really made me think about my own choices, you know. Yeah, and what 
traps I might be walking into without even realizing it, and even better. What traps are we 
setting for ourselves? You know, the choices we make, it's not just about the outside stuff, 
right? We can get trapped in negativity, self-doubt, limiting beliefs, like that bird in the trap. 
We talked about exactly how we might be setting the trap that catches us. 
 

So how do we break free from those traps? It goes back to that fear the Lord idea. Okay, not 
being afraid. Yeah, but recognizing a higher purpose, knowing that our choices have 
consequences and those consequences affect other people It's like everything we do creates 
a ripple effect it does and when we really understand that You know, we understand how 
much we impact the world around us Yeah, it can change how we make decisions We start 
to see those traps were setting for ourselves and others and that helps us make choices that 
lead to freedom Fulfillment a better world. 
 

Absolutely. Wow. This has been an incredible deep dive. I feel like I have a whole new 
perspective on the book of Proverbs. Me too. 
 

It's not just a bunch of old sayings. It's like a guidebook for life. It is. So what traps do you 
think we need to look out for today? Let us know because your question just might inspire 
our next deep dive 


