2

Dr. August Konkel, Proverbs, Session 2,
Purpose of Proverbs, Exordium to Proverbs 1
6-min. Video Overview 
Sponsored by Biblicalelearning.org by Ted Hildebrandt

All right, today we're cracking open one of the most famous wisdom texts ever written, the book of Proverbs, but we're not going to treat it like some dusty old scroll. Nope. We're going to look at it as a practical playbook, like an ancient guide designed to tackle life's biggest questions.

Okay, let's just dive right in. So let me start by asking you a question. When you think of a wise person, what pops into your head? Is it someone who's, you know, read a thousand books? Someone who can spit out facts and figures on command? Is wisdom really just about the sheer volume of stuff you know? Or is there maybe another way to look at it? See, this ancient playbook suggests that true wisdom isn't about how much knowledge you've piled up.

It's actually all about your starting point, the very foundation you build your whole understanding of the world on. And that is exactly what we're going to unpack. Okay.

First things first, we need to get a handle on what the book of Proverbs actually is. And a really common misconception is that it's just one long book written by one person from start to finish. But the reality, well, it's way more interesting than that.

You should think of it less like a novel and more like a carefully curated library, or maybe an anthology. It's this amazing collection of wisdom from different people and different sources, all brought together under one roof. And this structure isn't an accident.

It's totally key to understanding the whole point. And hey, the book doesn't even try to hide it. It tells you this directly right there in the text.

You can see these distinct titles for different sections. You've got Proverbs from Solomon, sayings from a group called the wise stuff compiled by King Hezekiah's men, and even words from more mysterious figures like Agur and Lemuel. It's basically a greatest hits album of ancient wisdom.

So if it's a playbook, a collection from all these different sources, what's the goal? Who is this guide actually for? Well, the book makes its purpose crystal clear right from the get-go. Its whole goal is to equip you, the reader, with practical skills for living and words like guidance, craftiness, and knowledge. They aren't just abstract ideas here.

They're meant to be actual tools for navigating the messy, complex parts of life, you know, relationships, big decisions, the whole shebang, which of course leads to the next big question. Is this wisdom just for a select few for the scholars or, you know, people who are already super experienced who can actually receive and use this stuff? The answer might surprise you. And this is so crucial in the world of Proverbs.

The wise aren't people who have it all figured out. Not at all. They are simply the ones who are willing to listen.

It's an open invitation. See, wisdom here is defined as an attitude, an attitude of being teachable, not some kind of intellectual achievement. You don't have to be a genius to be wise.

You just have to be willing to learn. Now we're getting to the real core of this playbook. If anyone can become wise just by listening, then there has to be a starting line, right? A key that unlocks the door.

And Proverbs argues that yes, there is one single non-negotiable prerequisite for anyone who wants to start this journey. This is it. This is the central question the entire book is built around.

According to Proverbs, if you don't get this first step right, nothing else that follows is going to make sense. So what is it? What is this foundational starting point? There it is. This is probably the most famous line from the entire book, and it's the master key to everything else.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. But what does beginning actually mean here? And what on earth is the fear of the Lord? Well, the Hebrew word used here for beginning is rosh, and it's incredibly rich. It doesn't just mean one thing.

It means, one, it's the temporal starting point, like you literally can't get on the path without it. Two, it's the essence, the main ingredient of what wisdom is all about. And three, it's the best part, the most crucial element.

So it's the start, the core, and the pinnacle all rolled into one. So we have our starting point. But let's be honest, that phrase, fear of the Lord, can be a little tricky.

It often gets softened to mean something like reverence or respect, but the original texts suggest it's something way more profound, way more powerful than that. Yeah, this really breaks it down. Reverence is deep respect.

And sure, that's part of it. But the fear being described here is an encounter with awe-inspiring majesty. It's an overwhelming sense of divine power and holiness that makes you suddenly, totally aware of your own smallness and fragility in comparison.

It's not about being terrified. It's about being completely and utterly awestruck. To get a feel for this, think about some of the biblical stories where people encounter the divine.

At Mount Sinai, the experience of God's presence is described with smoke, thunder, and fire. It's so intense that people are warned to not even touch the mountain. The book of Hebrews later looks back on this and says, "Our God is a consuming fire.”

That's not just mild respect. That is pure awe. Or take the prophet Isaiah.

He has this vision of God's throne room and his immediate reaction isn't, "Wow, this is cool. It's Woe is me, for I am ruined. This encounter with divine majesty instantly gives him a crystal-clear perspective on his own human weakness and dependence.

So here's the bottom line. This fear of the Lord is really about having a proper orientation to reality. It's a deep foundational understanding that you are not the center of the universe.

It's a complete awareness of your total dependence on the source of life itself. And from that humble, off-filled starting point, true wisdom can finally begin to grow. Now with that foundation in place, the rest of the book of Proverbs basically presents you, the reader, with a very clear, very stark choice.

It lays out three distinct paths or three types of characters that a person can become. As you can see here, you've the wise. These are the folks who start with the fear of the Lord and are willing to listen.

Then you have the fools. Now a fool isn't someone who's unintelligent. They could be brilliant.

A fool is someone who rejects instruction and decides for themselves what's good. But it's this third category that's maybe the most important for the playbook, the gullible. This is the person in the balance, the undecided, inexperienced person who hasn't chosen a path yet.

And they are who Proverbs is really trying to reach. And that's really the ultimate takeaway here. Proverbs isn't primarily a textbook for people who are already wise, and it's not just a condemnation of the fool.

It is an invitation. It's like a fatherly voice calling out to the gullible, to the young and undecided, begging them to choose the path of wisdom, the one that begins with awe and humility before their creator. So when you look at it this way, the whole book is transformed.

It's not a collection of outdated sayings or some boring history book. It's a living invitation that poses a direct question to every single reader, then and now. Presented with these paths, which one will you choose?
