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Okay, so let's get right into it. We're going to look at one, single, ancient proverb from the 
Biblical Book of Proverbs. Now, at first glance, it sounds, well, shockingly offensive. 
 

Like a really brutal insult aimed at women. But what if I told you that for centuries, we've 
been missing the point entirely? And there it is, Proverbs 11:22: Like a gold ring in a pig's 
snout is a beautiful woman without sense. 
 

So the way people have always read this is pretty straightforward. A beautiful but foolish 
woman is, well, she's a pig with some jewelry on. It's a really uncomfortable and jarring 
image, to say the least. 
 

But here's the question that really changes everything. Is the proverb actually saying the 
woman is the pig? I mean, that's how everyone takes it. But as we're about to see, there is 
some pretty compelling evidence that that interpretation is just completely wrong. 
 

So, to really get why we think what we think, you kind of have to look back. For well over a 
century, the experts, the scholars, they've been pretty much on the same page about this. 
And that's created this really powerful tradition of how to read this verse. 
 

And believe me, this traditional reading didn't just pop up out of nowhere. As you can see 
right here, it was really cemented over decades. It goes all the way back to 1873 with a 
scholar named Franz de Lich, who says the verse is basically a picture of a pig and the 
woman is the caption. 
 

Then C.H. Toye comes along in 1899 and doubles down on it. And this line of thinking just 
keeps going, right up into our own time in 2004 with Bruce Waltke. And this quote from 
Waltke, wow, it shows just how extreme this interpretation can get. 
 

He actually writes that the woman has turned herself into a brutish animal. In fact, she is 
worse than a pig. I mean, this reading turns the proverb into this deeply, deeply misogynistic 
statement. 
 

But what if the clues to a totally different meaning have been hiding in plain sight this whole 
time? Okay, so for our first clue, we need to do something simple. We need to zoom out. 
Instead of getting hung up on this one verse, let's look at the entire book of Proverbs. 
 

You know, context can be everything. And when you do that, the context reveals something 
most people would never guess. Almost a quarter, 23.5%, of the entire book is either 
written by or is about women. 
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That is a huge chunk of the text. The book is literally framed by powerful female figures, 
which kind of suggests it might not be as simply anti-woman as that one verse makes it 
sound. And that leads us to maybe the most important piece of context of all. 
 

The entire book is structured as an instruction manual for young men. And a huge part of 
that instruction is about how to navigate relationships and specifically how to choose a life 
partner wisely. So this isn't just a random collection of sayings. 
 

It has a very clear educational purpose. So clue number one is that the book is basically a 
guide for men. Now our second clue comes not from zooming out, but from zooming way in 
by looking really closely at the original Hebrew and sort of cracking the Proverbs poetic 
code. 
 

Okay, you guys, this slide right here is the key to the whole thing. Ancient Hebrew poetry 
loves to work in parallels. Just look at the structure here. 
 

A gold ring in the first part is parallel to a beautiful woman in the second part, and the bad 
location in a pig's snout is parallel to the bad quality without discretion. Do you see it? The 
proverb isn't comparing the woman to the pig. It's comparing the woman to the gold ring. 
 

So once we put our two clues together- the fact that the book is advice for men and the true 
poetic structure of the verse- the real target of the proverb just snaps into focus. And let me 
tell you, it was never ever about insulting the woman. This brings us to the final critical 
question. 
 

If the beautiful woman is the valuable but totally misplaced gold ring, this beautiful thing in 
a disgusting place, then who is the pig? And here it is, the answer that flips a centuries-old 
interpretation completely on its head. The pig is the young man himself. The proverb is a 
sarcastic warning to him. 
 

He's the one making the foolish choice, putting this beautiful ornament in a ridiculous place, 
his own life, all because he's only thinking about her looks. And the absolute genius of this 
proverb is the double meaning of that ring. See, a young man thinks he's getting a 
decorative gold nose ring, a status symbol to show off his beautiful wife. 
 

But because she doesn't have any sense, her behavior ends up embarrassing him, 
controlling him. So that fancy ornament symbolically transforms into the other kind of nose 
ring, a cheap utility ring you use to drag an unruly animal, the pig, around by its snout. He's 
the one getting led around. 
 

So this completely flips the script, doesn't it? What for centuries looked like a cruel, 
misogynistic insult is actually a piece of sharp, witty, and surprisingly practical advice aimed 
directly at men. So what's the real takeaway here? Well, the proverb isn't an insult at all. It's 
a warning to young men about how foolish it is to pick a partner just based on their looks. 
 

It champions character over beauty, and it teaches this timeless lesson about looking for 
substance, not just what's on the surface. You know, this whole thing really shows the 
power of taking a closer look. Just by paying attention to context and to structure, an 
ancient text that seems really offensive can be revealed as something else entirely. 
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Timeless, practical, and incredibly clever advice. Which kind of leaves us with one last 
thought. If a proverb that seems so simple and so obvious could be hiding such a radically 
different meaning for so long, what other obvious truths out there might be hiding a 
completely different story? Just waiting for somebody to take a closer look. 


