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Abstract 
In this lecture on Proverbs 28 and 29, Dr. Knut Heim re-evaluates traditional interpretations of 

Hebrew poetic parallelism, challenging the dogmatic assumption of strict synonymous or 

antithetical equivalence. By examining variant repetitions across chapters 28, 29, and 11, Heim 

demonstrates that the Hebrew verb rabah primarily denotes an increase in numerical quantity 

rather than an ascendancy to political power. This rigorous linguistic re-examination critiques 

standard dictionary definitions and commentary traditions that conflate numerical growth with 

governing authority. Ultimately, Heim reveals how paying close attention to poetic metaphor and 

subtle verbal nuances unlocks a sophisticated, politically astute framework for ancient leadership 

and modern governance. 

Outline 

I. Introduction to Lecture 16 and Proverbs 28–29 

A. Context within Collection 5 (Proverbs 25–29) for community leaders and fledgling public figures 

B. Methodological focus: re-reading variant repetitions in Proverbs 28:12 and 28:28 alongside 

related proverbs (29:2, 29:16, 11:10) 

II. Re-evaluating Traditional Paradigms of Hebrew Parallelism 

A. Critique of the strict parallelism model requiring exact semantic counterparts, antonyms, or 

synonyms 

B. Detailed analysis of Proverbs 28:12 and 28:28 

1. Metonymies and metaphorical correspondences vs. rigid semantic equivalence 

2. Contrasting emotions and actions (rejoicing, rising, great glory, taking cover) 

3. Non-exact semantic contrasts (rising vs. perishing; hiding vs. increasing) 

III. Critique of Roland Murphy’s Traditional Interpretation 

A. Overview of Murphy’s reading: the righteous emerging into power upon the downfall of wicked 

rulers 

B. Unpacking presupposition-driven exegetical decisions in standard commentaries 

C. Challenging the glossing of 'increase' (rabah) as 'becoming powerful' or 'assuming authority' 



2 

IV. Lexicographical Re-examination of the Hebrew Verb Rabah 

A. Assessing dictionary entries (e.g., HALOT) claiming dual meaning ('increase' and 'become 

powerful') 

B. Ruling out unpersuasive proof-texts outside Proverbs (Genesis 7:17–18, Daniel 12:4) 

C. Exposing circular reasoning in lexicography derived from strict parallelism theory 

D. Defending the primary translation of rabah strictly as numerical increase 

V. Detailed Analysis of Context and Political Nuance in Proverbs 28–29 

A. Exegesis of Proverbs 29:2 

1. Literal distinction between plural righteous and the singular 'wicked man' 

2. Differentiating inner joy from public revelry in response to moral leaders 

3. Severe warnings to monarchs regarding public groaning and divine judgment 

B. Exegesis of Proverbs 29:16 

1. Rejection of power-ascendancy models for the wicked 

2. How the numerical expansion of a wicked class sows seeds of its own collapse 

C. Comparative synthesis across 'twice-told proverbs' (11:10, 28:12, 28:28, 29:2, 29:16) 

VI. Conclusion and Modern Application 

A. Poetic nuances and metaphorical subtle details enrich biblical interpretation 

B. Proverbs as a sophisticated manual for social intelligence, political ethics, and modern governance 
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