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Abstract 
In Lecture 5, Dr. Knut Heim explores modern linguistic and hermeneutical approaches to biblical poetry, 

demonstrating how imaginative interpretation reveals transformative ethical ideals in scripture. Using 

Proverbs 3:9–10 as a case study, Heim refutes transactional prosperity gospel preaching, showing that 

the passage specifically challenges wealthy individuals to practice radical generosity rather than 

hoarding abundance. Finally, Heim frames the Old Testament as vital guidance for contemporary living, 

offering enduring wisdom for communities navigating life's struggles and serving the common good. 

Outline 

I. Introduction to Modern Methodology in Biblical Poetry 

A. Purpose of Lecture 5 

1. Explore the impact of the modern study of poetic interpretation on understanding 

Proverbs. 

2. Apply methodological learnings to a specific case study in Proverbs Chapter 3. 

B. Contemporary Renaissance in Poetic Scholarship 

1. The early 21st century as an exciting period for biblical poetry research. 

2. New linguistic and literary insights gained by language scholars. 

II. Key Branches and Principles of Modern Hermeneutics 

A. Modern Linguistics 

1. Contextual word meanings and semantic combinations exceeding individual parts. 

2. Viewing linguistic ambiguity as an asset rather than an interpretive setback. 

B. Hebrew Poetic Parallelism and Critical Theory 

1. Overcoming simplistic models of parallelism to appreciate Hebrew poetic beauty. 

2. Fresh questions from critical theory empowering proactive reader participation. 

C. Metaphor Theory and Interpretive Virtue 

1. Understanding how metaphors shape thinking, values, and practical living. 

2. Metaphors as power for good or danger when misapplied through superficial reading. 
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D. Interpretive Imagination (Luis Alonso Schökel) 

1. Guiding principle: "What has been written with imagination must be read with 

imagination." 

2. Entering a "new territory of the mind" to transform ethical, political, and cultural values. 

III. Biblical Law vs. Biblical Poetry (Ethical Frameworks) 

A. Gordon Wenham's Perspective on Old Testament Law 

1. Law as pragmatic compromise setting minimum behavioral standards ("floor"). 

2. Law reflects tolerable limits rather than an ideal ethical ceiling. 

B. The Distinctive Role of Biblical Poetry 

1. Expresses divine ideals, hopes, and dreams of the people of God. 

2. Encourages fulfilled, purposeful living oriented toward the common good. 

IV. Case Study: Exegesis of Proverbs 3:9–10 

A. Textual Context and Common Misinterpretations 

1. Passages on honor, first fruits, filled barns, and bursting vats (Prov 3:9–10). 

2. Traditional usage in prosperity gospel preaching promising financial gain for tithes. 

B. Correct Identification of the Target Audience 

1. Text explicitly addresses the wealthy, not the economically destitute. 

2. Plural "barns" and "vats" signify significant existing surplus and property ownership. 

C. Redefining the Promise: A Gospel for the Rich 

1. Reorientation from hoarding wealth to radical, self-giving generosity. 

2. Twofold promise of abundant outcome: 

a. Generous giving does not diminish existing wealth. 

b. Enrichment leads to surplus for the purpose of further giving, not conspicuous 

luxury. 

3. The virtuous cycle: abundant generosity begetting generous abundance for God's glory. 

V. Canonical and Hermeneutical Perspective: The Old Testament as the New Testament 

A. Contextual Nuances of the New Testament 

1. Written over ~100 years focused on Christ's imminent return. 

2. Primary focus on heavenly preparation rather than long-term earthly societal engagement. 

B. Contextual Depth of the Old Testament 

1. Written over ~1000 years for a minority community facing historical struggles. 

2. Comprehensive guidance for daily faith, endurance, suffering, and societal flourishing. 

C. Relevance for the Contemporary Church 

1. Church today operates in historical conditions similar to ancient Israel. 

2. Old Testament poetry as an indispensable guide for living well, humility, and public service. 
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