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Abstract
In this lecture, Dr. Dave Mathewson examines Revelation 11–12, explaining how the seventh trumpet signals the ultimate climax of history and the transfer of worldly sovereignty to God and Christ. He analyzes the apocalyptic vision of the woman, the male child, and the dragon as a dramatic lifting of the heavenly veil, demonstrating that earthly Christian persecution is rooted in a defeated Satan's desperate death throes. Drawing extensively on Old Testament Exodus motifs, Daniel's prophecies, and the victory of Christ's sacrificial death, Mathewson illustrates how Michael's heavenly victory assures believers that Satan has already been unseated. Ultimately, the passage encourages suffering believers that their ongoing faithful witness and endurance are the ironic means by which they overcome a vanquished enemy whose time is short.
Outline
I. The Seventh Trumpet: Climax of History (Revelation 11:14–19)
A. Recalling the Woe Oracle and Trumpet Progression
1. Recalls passage of second woe (Rev 9) and arrival of third woe (Rev 11:14).
2. Sounding of seventh trumpet marks the final completion of God's redemptive timeline.
B. Announcement of the Transfer of Rulership (Rev 11:15)
1. Heavenly voices proclaim the world's kingdom has become the kingdom of our Lord and Christ.
2. Sovereignty is permanently transferred from Satan, the beast, and Rome to God and Messiah.
3. Realization of the Lord's Prayer: God's reign is consummated on earth as in heaven.
C. Praise and Interpretation by the 24 Elders (Rev 11:16–18)
1. Worship God as Almighty, the "One who is and was" (omitting "is to come" as His reign has arrived).
2. Anticipates judgment of the dead, destruction of earth's destroyers, and reward for saints (prefigures Rev 19–22).
D. Opening of God's Heavenly Temple (Rev 11:19)
1. Sight of the Ark of the Covenant accompanied by cosmic judgment imagery (lightning, thunder, hail).
2. Serves as a major structural transition and fulcrum point in the Book of Revelation.
II. The Cosmic Conflict: The Woman, Dragon, and Son (Revelation 12:1–6)
A. Purpose of Revelation 12–13: Unveiling the True Source of Persecution
1. Lifts the apocalyptic curtain to reveal heavenly reality behind earthly Roman persecution.
2. Explores the spiritual source of Christian suffering first introduced in Rev 2–3 and Rev 11.
B. Identity of the Woman (Rev 12:1–2)
1. Clothed with sun, moon under feet, crown of 12 stars (alludes to Genesis 37:9 patriarchs/matriarchs).
2. Represents Old Testament Israel giving birth to Messiah, expanding into corporate church (Jew and Gentile).
3. Evokes Mary as mother of Jesus while symbolizing the enduring, covenantal people of God.
4. Experiences birth pangs symbolizing OT apocalyptic suffering leading up to Messiah's advent.
C. Identity and Characteristics of the Dragon (Rev 12:3–4)
1. Seven heads and ten horns represent complete draconic power and authority.
2. Rooted in OT/apocalyptic sea monster imagery (Leviathan, Rahab, Pharaoh in Psalm 74, Isaiah 51).
3. Identified explicitly as Satan, the ancient serpent of Genesis 3.
4. Tail sweeps a third of the stars (allusion to Daniel 8:10), demonstrating power or fallen angelic cohorts.
D. The Birth and Exaltation of the Son (Rev 12:5–6)
1. Male child destined to rule nations with an iron scepter (Messianic prophecy from Psalm 2 / Rev 2:27).
2. Infant snatched up to God's throne (collapses Christ's birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension).
3. Woman flees into the wilderness for 1,260 days for divine protection and preservation.
III. War in Heaven and the Defeat of Satan (Revelation 12:7–12)
A. Heavenly Battle Between Michael and the Dragon (Rev 12:7–9)
1. Archangel Michael and his angels defeat Satan and his angels without dualistic effort (God is sovereign).
2. Background drawn from Daniel 10:13, 21 (Michael as Israel's protective prince) and Isaiah 14:12–15.
3. Represents apocalyptic symbolism for the decisive defeat of Satan via Christ's death and resurrection.
B. The Heavenly Hymn of Victory (Rev 12:10–12)
1. Proclaims inauguration of God's kingdom, salvation, authority of Christ, and expulsion of the Accuser.
2. Overcoming achieved "by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony" (Rev 12:11).
3. Parallels Jesus' teaching in Matthew 12: binding the strong man to establish the kingdom of God.
C. Woe to Earth: Satan's Final Death Throes (Rev 12:12)
1. Satan cast down to earth filled with fury, knowing his remaining time is short.
2. Persecution of Christians described as the desperate flailing of a mortally wounded dragon.
3. Encourages believers that Roman oppression is temporary and marks Satan's defeat, not his triumph.
IV. Persecution and Divine Protection of the Church (Revelation 12:13–17)
A. Dragon Pursues the Woman (Rev 12:13–14)
1. Thwarted from destroying the Son, Satan redirects fury against the post-resurrection church.
2. Woman given eagle wings to fly to desert protection (Exodus 19:4 motif of wilderness preservation).
3. Time period of "time, times, and half a time" equals 1,260 days (the intense, limited era of the church).
B. The Dragon's Water Torrent and Earth's Rescue (Rev 12:15–16)
1. Dragon spews river of water to drown the woman (symbolic of intense persecution / Red Sea threat).
2. Earth opens up to swallow floodwaters, showing divine thwarting of satanic destruction.
C. War Against the Offspring of the Woman (Rev 12:17)
1. Enraged dragon makes war against remaining offspring (those obeying God's commands and testimony).
2. Dual perspective: Church is spiritually protected as the woman, yet physically vulnerable as offspring.
3. Faithful suffering and martyrdom serve as the ironic means by which saints overcome Satan.
4. Prepares for the introduction of the beasts coming out of the sea and earth in Revelation 13.
