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Abstract

Dr. Matthew Harmon's lecture on Philippians 2:12-18 examines the profound relationship between divine
empowerment and human responsibility in the Christian life. He structures the passage into a central
command to work out salvation with fear and trembling, followed by a caution to avoid Israel's historic
failures of grumbling and questioning. Ultimately, believers are called to rely on the Holy Spirit's internal
work, which provides both the desire and the power to obey, so they can stand out as lights in a dark
world and find deep joy in sacrificial service.

Outline

I. Introduction to Philippians 2:12-18
A. Connection to the previous section (Phil. 2:5-11 - The Christ Hymn)
1. Christ as the ultimate exemplar of obedience
2. The "therefore" in verse 12 links Christ's obedience to the believer's response
3. Making the lordship of Christ evident in everyday life
B. Paul's Presence and Absence
1. Commending the Philippians' obedience
2. Obedience is first and foremost vertical (before God) rather than horizontal (before Paul)
C. Structural breakdown of the passage:
1. The Command (v. 12-13): Work out your own salvation
2. The Caution (v. 14-18): Avoid Israel's mistakes

I1. The Command: Working Out Salvation (v. 12-13)
A. Meaning of "Work Out Your Own Salvation"
1. Working out what God has already worked in
2. Producing tangible evidence and fruit of salvation in daily life
3. It does not mean earning salvation or that God does His part and leaves the rest to us
B. Understanding "Fear and Trembling"
1. Recognizing the holy awesomeness and majesty of God
2. Recognizing responsibility and that we must give an account to God

3. Sobriety from facing an enemy dedicated to our destruction



C. God's Role and Our Responsibility in Sanctification (v. 13)
1. Our responsibility: using the "means of grace" (Word, prayer, fellowship, spiritual disciplines)
2. God's role: working within us
a. Gives us the desire to obey ("both to will")
b. Gives us the power to obey ("and to work")
3. Connection to New Covenant promises in Ezekiel 36:26-27
D. Two Common Errors in Sanctification

1. "Let go and let God": assuming no human effort is required, expecting God to zap us into
godliness

2. "Try harder": relying on pure willpower, self-made rules, and structures

3. The biblical model combines active effort with dependence on the Spirit

III. The Caution: Avoiding Israel's Mistakes (v. 14-18)

A. The Prohibition of Grumbling and Questioning (v. 14)
1. Grumbling: behind-the-scenes, low-tone murmuring
2. Old Testament background: Israel's persistent failures in the wilderness
3. Questioning/Disputing: a contrarian posture that constantly challenges authority
4. Paul demands stopping both outward words and inward attitudes

B. The Goal: Being Blameless, Innocent, and Without Blemish (v. 15)
1. Sacrificial language of purity and set-apartness
2. In the midst of a "crooked and twisted generation"
3. Allusion to Deuteronomy 32:5 (The Song of Moses)

a. Moses' song was a witness against unfaithful Israel who were blemished and a "crooked
and twisted generation"

b. Believers can now be what unfaithful Israel could never be
C. Shining as Lights in the World
1. Possible allusion to Daniel 12:3 (resurrection and shining like stars)
2. Possible allusion to Isaiah 49:6 (the servant as a light to the nations)
3. Standing out in sharp contrast to a dark world
D. Holding Fast to the Word of Life (v. 16)
1. Textual debate: "holding fast" (clinging to truth) vs. "holding out" (evangelistic proclamation)
2. Both aspects are ultimately true in the believer's life
E. Preparing for the Day of Christ
1. The day of Christ as the final day of history bringing salvation and judgment

2. Paul's desire not to have run or labored in vain (possible allusion to Isaiah 49:4)

IV. Paul's Sacrificial Imagery and Joy (v. 17-18)
A. The Drink Offering Metaphor
1. A drink offering poured out over the main sacrifice as a complement
2. The "main offering" is the sacrificial faith and service of the Philippians
3. Paul's potential martyrdom/death is the drink offering



B. Joy in Sacrificial Service
1. Service and sacrifice produce lasting joy

2. Paul rejoices and invites the Philippians to rejoice with him

V. Practical Application
A. God delights to work in us for His good pleasure
B. Believe that God can empower us to change deeply embedded habits
1. Distinguishing between rare "dramatic conversions" and the "norm" of ongoing, lifelong battle
against sin
C. Cultivate genuine hope and joy in future, complete transformation

D. Identify one specific area of struggle to pray for God's transforming power and seek the
support of others



