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Abstract

This session by Dr. Kenneth Mathews focuses on Genesis chapters 32 and 33, examining the
spiritual crisis and transformation of Jacob as he returns to Canaan to meet his brother Esau.
After twenty years of exile and reliance on his own deceptive methods, Jacob faces his deepest
struggle not with Esau or Laban, but with God in an overnight wrestling match. Through this
encounter, Jacob receives a new name, Israel, signifying his dependence on God's blessing,
which enables a peaceful reconciliation with Esau. Ultimately, the narrative demonstrates how
God uses personal crises to shape the faith and covenant legacy of the patriarchs.

Outline

l. Introduction to the Patriarchal Crisis and Spiritual Transformation (Gen 32-33)
A. The Pattern of Crisis and Faith in the Patriarchs (Abraham, Jacob, Joseph)
B. The Context of Jacob's Return: Facing Esau after 20 Years
C. The Central Theme: Transition from Manipulation to Dependence on God
Il. Jacob's Preparation and Prayers (Gen 32:1-21)
A. Encounter with the Angels of God at Mahanaim ("Two Camps")
B. Sending Messengers and Organizing the Camps out of Fear
C. Interpretation of Jacob's Strategy: Manipulation vs. Wisdom and True Repentance
D. Jacob's Prayer of Humility and Dependence
1. Grounding in the Covenant of Abraham and Isaac
2. Expression of Unworthiness and Request for Protection
E. The Series of Waves of Gifts (Menhah) for Esau
1. Wordplay between Mahanaim (camps) and Menhah (gift)
2. The secular use of "pacify" (atonement) and seeking "favor" (grace)
lll. The Struggle for Blessing at the Jabbok (Gen 32:22-32)
A. Sending the Family across the Jabbok River



B. Phonetic Wordplays: Jacob, Jabbok, and Wrestle (Yabak)
C. The Overnight Wrestling Match with an Unnamed Man (God Manifested)
D. The Power and Meaning of the Struggle

1. The physical toll: Jacob's wrenched hip

2. The paradox of who prevailed (Jacob prevails in receiving the blessing, God
prevails over Jacob)

3. The concept of the "hiddenness" and mystery of God
E. The Name Change from Jacob ("Deceiver") to Israel ("Struggles with God")
F. The Location Naming: Peniel/Penuel ("Face of God")
G. The Israelite Custom of Not Eating the Hip Tendon
IV. The Reconciliation and Meeting with Esau (Gen 33)
A. The Structured and Vulnerable Approach of Jacob's Family
B. Jacob's Bowing Seven Times as a Gesture of Humility and Repentance
C. Esau's Welcoming Response: Kinship and Brotherly Love
D. The Exchange of Gifts and Expressions of Favor
1. Echo of Peniel: "To see your face is like seeing the face of God"
2. Esau's initial decline and subsequent acceptance of the gifts
E. Geographical Separation and New Establishments
1. Esau's return to Mount Seir in Edom
2. Jacob's journey to Sukkoth ("Booths") and Shechem
3. Setting up the Altar "El Elohe Israel" ("God, the God of Israel")
V. Conclusion: Spiritual Implications of Patriarchal Crises

A. The Triumvirate of Patriarchal Crises (Abraham's Sacrifice, Joseph's Reconciliation,
Jacob's Struggle)

B. The Enduring Covenant Legacy of Israel



