
1 

 

Dr. Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis, Session 3A, 
The Garden Story Part One (Gen 2:4-3:24) 

NotebookLM’s 6-min. Video Overview 
Biblicalelearning.org by Ted Hildebrandt 

 
Have you ever opened the book of Genesis, started reading, and then thought, wait a 
minute, right at the very beginning you get a creation story, and then it seems to 
start all over again with a totally different one? Well, today, we're going to dive into 
that fascinating puzzle. So this is the big question, right? Why are there two of them? 
Genesis chapter 1 gives us this grand sweeping account, and then chapter 2 comes 
along and seems to hit the reset button, giving us a different sequence of events and 
a completely different vibe. So what's the deal? Are they just contradicting each 
other, or is there something much deeper going on here? Well, a really helpful way 
to think about this, coming from scholars like Dr. Kenneth Mathews, is that these two 
accounts aren't fighting each other at all. 
 

Nope, they're actually complementary. You can think of it like a filmmaker telling a 
story. First, they give you the epic wide-angle shot, and then they zoom way in for 
the intimate close-up. 
 

And this slide just lays it out perfectly. On the left, you've got Genesis 1. That's your 
wide-angle lens. It's the grand, cosmic overview of everything being created in 6 
days. 
 

Then, on the right, Genesis 2 is the close-up. It zooms in on the most important part 
of that story, day 6, and gives us a really personal, detailed look at how humanity 
came to be. So let's actually put them side by side, because when you see the 
differences in their style, their language, and their focus, you start to see that they 
each have a very distinct purpose. 
 

Okay, check this out. In Genesis 1, the setting is the entire universe. The pace is super 
fast, day after day after day, and the language is really formal and rhythmic. 
 

But in Genesis 2, the world shrinks down to just one garden, the pace slows right 
down to focus on that one day, and the language becomes much more like a story, 
very earthy. And notice that last one. The name for God actually changes. 
 

That is a huge clue. Yeah, that difference in God's name isn't just a random choice. 
It's actually central to understanding what each account is trying to tell us. 
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Each name reveals a totally different side of God's character. So, in Genesis 1, the 
name you see over and over is Elohim. This name paints a picture of God as the all-
powerful, majestic, transcendent creator. 
 

This is the God who is so powerful he just has to speak, let there be light, and the 
entire universe snaps to attention. But then, bam, Genesis 2 hits and we get Yahweh, 
which is often translated as the Lord God. This is God's personal covenant name. 
 

It reveals a God who isn't distant, but who is right here with us, relational, engaging 
directly with his creation. That shift in name is a signal we're moving from the cosmic 
to the personal. And you see that intimacy most clearly in how Genesis 2 describes 
the creation of humanity. 
 

I mean, it is a complete change of tone from chapter 1. Here, God literally gets his 
hands dirty. Yeah. The text starts using these really human-like terms to describe 
God. 
 

He's not just a far-off commander issuing orders. He's portrayed as a craftsman, an 
artisan. First, as a potter shaping clay, and then even as a surgeon performing a very 
delicate operation. 
 

Let's look at how it happens. First, Yahweh God forms the man from the dust of the 
ground, just like a potter with clay. Then, in this incredibly intimate moment, he 
breathes the breath of life right into the man's nostrils. 
 

And with that breath, the man becomes a nephesh, a living being, a whole, unified, 
animated person. And get this, the Hebrew language itself has this amazing little 
detail built right in. The word for man is adam. 
 

The word for ground is adamah. They sound almost identical. And that's on purpose. 
 

It's this constant reminder of where we come from, our deep connection to the 
earth, and even our fragility. But then the story hits a snag. For the very first time in 
this whole creation narrative, something is declared not good. 
 

The man is alone. And that one phrase sets the stage for God's next incredible act of 
creation. So God performs this surgery, forming the woman from the man's side. 
 

And when the man sees her, his reaction is just poetry. This is a cry of recognition. 
He's basically shouting, finally, someone like me, from me, who corresponds to me. 
 

And, you guessed it, there's another brilliant bit of wordplay here. The Hebrew word 
for man is ish. The word for woman is isha. 
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You can literally hear the connection. It just beautifully shows their profound unity. 
They belong together. 
 

So what's the end result of all this intimate, hands-on creation? You get a world of 
perfect, unbroken harmony. Genesis 2 wraps up by painting this beautiful picture of 
the world exactly as it was meant to be. And this harmony worked on three different 
levels. 
 

First, there was perfect harmony between God and humanity. Second, perfect 
harmony between the man and the woman. They were a team. 
 

And third, a perfect harmony between humanity and the world around them. But 
right in the heart of this perfect garden, the story places two very specific trees. And 
they weren't just for looks. 
 

They were deeply symbolic. They represented a fundamental choice that humanity 
was going to have to make. On one hand, you had the tree of life, which represented 
the gift of living forever, sustained by God's presence. 
 

And on the other, you had the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This one 
represented wisdom, but it came with a clear warning from God. It was really a 
choice. 
 

Trust God's wisdom, or try to seize that wisdom for themselves. So when you put it 
all together, you can see these stories aren't clashing at all, right? They're two 
essential views of the same reality. Genesis 1 gives us the powerful creator Elohim 
with a grand cosmic plan. 
 

And Genesis 2 gives us the personal God Yahweh, who wants an intimate 
relationship with the people he lovingly crafted with his own two hands. And so 
we're left with this picture of a world in perfect harmony. A world designed for 
humanity to thrive with God right there. 
 

Which leads to one giant, obvious question. What on earth could possibly go so 
wrong? 


